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PLASTER SAINTS AND DCCTORED HISTORIES

T. W. Owen 26

HERE is considerable stiv in the academic world over a bill re-

cently brought hefore the New Jersey legislature which would
regulate the American history taught in public and prr.\'ut%_sclmols.
According to this bill, no history shall be tanght which “ignores.
omits, disconnts, or in any panner Delittles, doubts or denies the
events leading up to the Declaration of Independence ot those con-
neeted with the war of Independence or any other war which this
countrv has been engaged in; or which ignores. omits. distorts,
doubts. or denies the deeds and accomplishments of ihe noted Amer-
jean patriots. or questions the worthiness of their motives or casts
aspersions upen their lives.” )

Passing over what may have heen the intention of the authors
of the bili, and casting aside the argument that it would interfere
with the rights of frec speech and freedom of the press. there re-
mains the possibility that such a il may yet be founded on the
right principle. Emphasizing some of the virtues. and neglecting
some of the short-comings of the patriots does not harm the educa-
tion of the very voung. The so-called myths teach no deceit nor
do they do moral harm. and without question they are an mstru-
ment for instilling the fine ideals of life into the country's future
manhood.

There are those, of course, who question the moral validity of
veiling the truth to accomplish what is assumed to be a good pur-
pose. Tt is the old controversy over whether or not t_he doctrine
of Helt should he advanced by those who do not believe 1 the exist-
ence of el merelyv because they think such a doctrine keeps men
from doing wrong. Tt is the same question as that estahlishied by
the uvention of Santa Claus. Yet who will deny that this bearded
centleman has reduced juvenile mischicel to almost nothing at icast
one night out of three hundied and sixtr-five?  And who will deny
that aspiration on the part of some youthiul patriot to he like the
“Tather of his country” by never telling a lie has carly instilled
into him a tendency to alwavs out with the truth?

'rom the high school age on, present day vouth is quite capable
of comprehending the trath and is entitied to plain facts. The
teaching of pure facts in grammar schools. however. 1s extremely
anawise in our estimation.  Not only does it tend directly to stifles
and overcome ihe finer moral attributes taught in the home but it
so affects the undeveloped dispositinns and characters of the little
that thev are destined to hecome skeptics, cynics, unbelieving of
anvihing that is goad in men, seeing only the materialistic side of
human frailties. and pledged to undermine everything to which
faith is requisite: retigion, government, and even the home. .

The New Jersey bill is certainly sweeping in its scope. Yet its
exponents may he wiser in the long run than is feared by so many.
Figurative history in the lower schools builds character and pro-
motes patriotism. Tt should not be abolished until some form of
education is discovered which can accomplish these purposes.

TEA, A MEET, AND PARASITES

L MANY reasons have been thonght up to excuse the lack of sup-
port extended to the various teams by the remainder of the
student bodv. Fluctuations in interest are usually ascribed to the
prychological and the whoele @ffair narrows down to a low ordered
viscious circle. For there are a great many who take things only
at their face value and argue that if a team is defeated it forthwith
forfeits its right to their support. No consideration is paid by this
group to the class opponent, to the significance of the scores, or to
the spirit of the men on the teams. They do not figure that in with-
drawing their own support they are only increasing the chances
of defeat in the future, if the theory of moral support possesses any
semblance of truth.

Perhaps it is because the season of winter sports is near an
ond that interest in them is dying off, for the number of candidates
obtained in the recent Crew Week drive augured well for spring
athletics. The last basketball of the scason is scheduled for tonight.
Saturdayv afterncon the Walker Memorial Committee is holding a
tea dance for the benefit of athletics. Similar dances run by the
Committee in the past have always been very popular and the oc-
casions for pleasant social diversion. Here are opportunities for
combining personal pleasure and the implied obligation to support
our teams—though that obligation should be a pleasure anyway.

Spirit! Let us have more of it. Examinations are not so near
as to necessitate our sacrificing one or two nights and an after-
neon a iveelk for the customary intensive reviews. Sympathy is
the onlv prescription for the man whose interest ends with the in-
quiry, “Whe won last week?”
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Dear Lounger:

Pleasc use your influence to prevent
the Park Police from pinching inne-
cent ice-walkers.

Percy Kuted.

* % *

Here is what the Lounger has been
looking for, It is getting near the end
of the term and he is fecling in an ex-
plosive mood. This time of the year
always makes a fellow feel likke a com-
bination of T. N, T, and a Japancse
carthquake trying to get a divorce from
cach other, No sleep, 9 o'clock classes
every morving in the week, ineluding
Sundays in spite of the Blue Laws, be-
hind i 20 of the 19 dosexs of Dbrain-
wrecking courses being  administered
to him. exams lcoming up over the
horizon, and the contemptucus process
of registration once more to go thru~—
why shouldn™ a fcellow be a cynic and
vent hiis ifcelings on the world in gen-
cral?

* ok ok

The abolishment of Tech Night was
favored by the Institute Comumittee be-
canse the performance at the theazer
invited conditions which resulted in
dragging down Technology's name be-
tore the public. The ice on the river
is in the same class as ihe theater.
So loug as the police remain in their
present  antagonistic mood, some-
body is going to get his name in the
paper. This precipitates an avalanche
of gossip about the ignorance of all
Technology men. It cannot be per-
mitted, The Lounger demands that
the Institute Committee have all ice
abolished, either by pouring denatured
alecohol into the DBasin or stopping all
cold weather.

K %

If the law is rigorous, then let us
treat it in a cold business-like manuer.
If the police will not be congenial to
us, let us return the courtesy. f.et
them arrest a man for risking his life
on icc a foot thick, and which an ap-
plication of the principles of Applied
Mechanics reveal as having a factor of
safety of only 11,415,667, lLet them ar-
rest a man on Tech grounds on Tech
Night for falling asleep on the gravel
and disturbing the peace  with  his
snoring.  Close the doors of the Insti-
tute to thein?  Forbid them the use of
our lounges?  Narrow wisdon,

The Lounger has a better plan. Feed
thein chocolate, sodas, and chewing
gunt.  Befriend them. Win their con-
fidence. Then lure them down to our
Monte Carlo, cheer for them, and pray
for them: but pit them against a
spectally elected champion crap-shoot-
g team ard ruin them, down to the
brass buttons on thelr uniforms.

Here is o chance for a thesis., Here
is a chance to make use of the Testing
Matertals Lab cquipment, The Loun-
cor sugrests the title, “Factors of Sate-
tv. Judges, and Disproving any Rela-
tion Detween The Tweol”

WHO SAYS?

The quotations for today arve:

1. "Just one more minute, follows.”

20 "The ancle s o terds of te-e-cta”
S0 "When [—[—|—1."

The answers to the last three quota-

Luns are:

Lo e [ UL TFaolkner: “That's true,
yes, that s o good nomnt.”

200 Mro AL ML Clarke: “Whe?
true”

3. Mr
true 7"

.

MeX

I, I ITodgden: s that

Play Directory

ARLINGTOMN SQUARE: “Tangerine.” Musi-
val comeriy.  Last week.

COLONIAL: “Music Box
conmeng,

COPLEY: “Justice.” Reviewed next issue.
HOLLIS: “The 15t Year.”

Revue.” Nceeds no

Comedy of young

married life.  Good.
MAJESTIC: “Up She Goes.” Last week.
TREMONT: “‘Alice Brady in “Zander the
Great.”

3T. JAMES: “‘Butterfly on the Wheel.”
viewed i next issue.

SELWYN: “Stella Dallas.”
Carter,

SHUBERT: “The Passing Show.,”
Good.

PLYMOUTH: “The Whole Town's Talling,”
Comedy. Last weck.

“{ILB! JR: Ethel Barrymore in “The lLaugh-
ing Lady.” Last weck.

Re-

With 3Alrs. Leslie

Last week.

FPhones

ss | ALWAYS
B8 |\THE BEST
SEATS

HERRICK

COPLEY SQ.

2331

Back
Bay

LOUIS FRENCH RESTAURANT
Off Avery St.—Rear of Hotel Avery
In the heart of the theatre district

I COMMUNICATION

To the Editor of The Tech:

Permit me to make a few obser- Special Lunch $1.00
vations on yvour editorial of Wednesday Iable dhote Lunch 75
captioned “Technology Fashions.” Pl Di 1.50

In referring to Miss Olga Sorcka’s aygoers Linner :

prize essay, yvou not only violated the
cthics of vour editorial profession by
taking one observation of the author
out of its context in such a fashion
as to deceive the whole student body,
but vou ailse were sufficiently obiuse
not to note the satire underlving her
observation. The author did compli-
ment the fraternity  man  upon  his
clothes, but she also observed that the
“brothers™ had no hesitaney in thrust-
ing their better fortune upon the less
favored. If the flaunting of wealth, in
the shape oi molor-cars and fashion-
able clothes, is not crass vulgarity, then
the Technology plutocrat deserves the

Daily specials and a la Carte

Every facility for banquets and
parties
Dancing cabaret every evening

For reservations telephone Beach 1313

Tech's Radio Store
JOHN SPANG
Radio Supplies

—The Store of Quality—
125 MASSACHUSETTS AVE.
Next to Cor. of Boylston St.

BOSTON B Tel. Ken. 0743

(Continued on Page 4)

SPRING

ANNOUNCEMENT

RRIVAL of our importations including many out-
standing weaves and patterns in English
Worsteds, Saxonies and Tweeds.

Select importations from Scotland and Ireland suit-
able for business and sports usage.

Spring Topcoatings in approved Coverts and soft
clinging Tweeds.

We shall appreciate your visit and early inspection.

LOUIS PINKOS

College Tailor

45 BROMFIELD ST., BOSTON

- (Sargent Bldg., one flight up)
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