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A FRESHMAN ACTIVITY

HIL new Institute publication, the Freshman Gray Book, has

finally appeared after many delays and postponements. Not
every news organ is forced to go thru the peculiar dilemma through
which the Gray Book had to make its wavs hefore it was to come
to the public eye. All such organs have their troubles quite natur-
ally, but ordinarily these are of a somewhat different character.

Originally intended to furnish a means by which freshmen
would become more quickly acquainted with each other, the Grav
Book has come out at too late a date to achieve the end for which
it was created. Previous to its origination the need had been widely
felt for some such an organ to remove some of the objections to
holding the eclections for ireshman class officers so soon after the
entrance of the freshman class. Even aiter a half term at Tech-
nology the majority of friendships formed among the freshmen
have always been between wmen in the same sections. It was the
Gray Book’s chicf purpose to remove this impracticality of early
elections.

The blame for the late appearance of the Gray Book cannot be
justly placed on anyone in particular, unless, perhaps, it were the
freshmen themselves. At the beginning of the first term it was
announced that the new publication would be gotten out by fresh-
men under the supervision of Technique. Whether this fact was
not cmphasized sufficiently, or whether the opportunities offered
were not of a lurid enough nature to attract the freshmen, very
iew turned out, and the bulk of the work of preparing the beok
iell upon the men on the Technique staff who had enough work.to
do for their own publication,

T is not to be inferred that this first 1ssue of the Gray Book is
of no use. Quite the contrary, for the records of men prior to
their admission to Technology have been little known in the past,
and their pictures will still form the basis for recognition and iden-
tification with their names. So long as the Gray Book is to con-
tinue 1n existence. however, and if it is to De of maximum value to
the students. more especially the freshmen, it is imperative that it
make 1ts appearance hefore freshiman elections.

The Gray Book should be made a permanent institution and
added to the ever-growing list of Technology activities. The ex-
periences of Tast fall must not bear repetition. Technique started
the idea. and its stall is indeed responsible for the fact that the
Gray Book cver appeared this vear. The nature of the freshman
year book is such that out of sheer logic it should he supervised
by Technique men. At the same time, more freshmen would go out
for the Gray Book if they were impressed with the fact that it was
a separate activity. and were a definite form of organization worked
out so that eventually the publication would be run by a Managing
Board of apperclassmen picked from the men who go out for it
while freshmen.

THE TECHNOLOGY SWEAT BOX

GREAT deal bhas been said, written. and thought on Technol-

ogy's status in relation to extra-curricnlum activities. The
most widely accepted helief was aptly pointed out by President
Stratton at the Alumni Banquet last Saturday night when he em-
phasized the fact that Tech is not “‘just a sweat box.” and indicated
the essential and real advantages that are open to those who are
anxious to benefit from them.

Tt is apparentiy true that a great many men derive their ut-
most satisfaction fromt any casual conversation that enables them
to cmphasize only the difficultv that thev experience here as stu-
dents. That is an excellent method of arousing sympathy with one
unfamiliar with the real Technology. and it is certain to provoke
unjustified admiration for the person engaged in such a delineation.
Tt is one method of taking refuge from a difficulty, and of all it is
the most despicable. It is the indication of the narrowness of a man
who sees only that part of student life which is manifested within
the confines of a classroom.

We need men who see over and beyond the limiting walls, men
who can go forth and challenge the sweat shop conception which is
so universally evident in the minds of the public, and eliminates thic
atritude with a conviction based not on the difficulties, but on the
glories of Technology.
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Before Mr. Blashfield's decoration,
even if it were complete, the natural
guestion: “Mow do you like it?7 is
not the wisest, because so many other
questions shouid be answered  first.
Such a vast panc! represents months
and moaths ol the most highly skilled
clfort spent on repeated experiments in
the color scheme and countless eareful
studics of individua! figures. DBefore
«itch a painting how imipertinent to
prunt an unmeditated indifference or
anplanse between gulps of tuncheon
The legitimate questions may be asked
sears hence: “Do vou recall that at
this or that dance the cauvas shed a
glory of color over a bewitchingly me-
morable evening? that at this or that
bungquet or graduation or class day
trose seclaiming figures set a noble
dvcoraiion adding richness to the cere-
micniy © that the undefined background
of rour memories of AL, I. T, is touched
with ramelhing of grace or elegance
v hich it owes 1o the Walker mural®”
To the request of THE TECH. there-
fore, 1 ecan respond only swith some
first tmpressions.

These must he provisional Dbecause
the work is clearly not firal. The rest
of the decoration of the hall is baldlv
austere, with bold and severe con-
trasts of brick red and sand color: into
this the new panel scarcely fits, it is
o sumptwously rich. It has a sort of
bloom. with range of coiors through
indigo and violet, to which there is no
sort of response elsewhere in the hall,
Side panels over the doors are, T under-
stand, plamned, to extend the richer
color scheme: and decorative Dborders
may harmonize the painting betler with
its surroundings. The tull cedars in

. Dine and Dance O
The Blashfield Mural As A Work of Art o the
By Prof. H. L. SEAVER MAHOGANY ROOM
" of the

tubs at present help much toward a
frame; the bordering pillars mav be
retrealed 1o serve the same purpose,
The middle strip of canvas is percepti-
LEy lighter than both sides,—not appa-
rently because of cross lighting but
bucause executed separately.  Such
harmonizing will doubtless be effected
as the whole decoration grows to com-
pletion,  Time. too, micliows paintings
in the atmosphere of rooms in actual
use,  especially i there is frequent
smoking. The present walls give a
stony texture to the rootn, and the
pancl is more tapestry-like, especially
by artificial light; the discrepancy mayv
be much reduced by redecorating,
The intellectual import of the pancl
is. doubtless by intent, subdued to a
minimwn. There is perhaps no his-
toric scene or episode of general ap-
propriateness to the place, even if one
wanted the storyv-telling type of decor-
ation. Neo use is made even symbolic-
ally of actual figures in the storv of
science: every figure introduced is ai-
legoric. The subject is academic—if
I may use a word which in my day
weant no abuse, but merely that ane
preferred to adjust himself to a reve-
rent tradition rather than to ignore or
defy 1t. The central personage is the
alma mater of all education, not speci-
ficaliy of seientific. Experimental study
is indeed throned together with human-
istic: and among the acclaiming figures
many have haleed names of the scien-
ces, hut no attributes or  activities
specialize these in any respect. The
purpose of the panel is clearly to use
tiwures decoratively, with no more rei-

ADAMS HOUSE

Morey Pearl’s Technology
Orchestra

Dancing every evening from 6 ta 12

No cover charge
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Robert A. Boit & (o,

40 Kilby Street
Boston
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Who Blew Gold?
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There are certain pleasures that come
from being on THE TECH. The

Lounger experienced one of them the

other day. It gave him a plausible ex-

cuse to drop into the President’s office.

Tlie office did not give even a breath of

the coldness of the average Techuology

rooms. In fact the whole suite radiated

a warmth and quietness that centered

about the dignified gentleman who greet-

¢ed the Lounger from behind his large
flat top desk in the middle of the room.

A small grate to the President’s right

spread the warmth and dull glow of

burning coals over the room. The Loung-

er might casily have imagined himsclf

being ushered into the study of the mas-

ter of one of those massive stone dwell-

ings of IFifth f\vemic-.
b 3

*

But there is a first line defence to this
office, Your fate lies in the hands of 2
middle-aged lady, who takes vour name,
business, and motives down in an outer
office.  She quietly treads inta the inner
sanctoary and  leaves wyou in a grim
silence while vou have mental nightmarcs
of the description of “just another of
those long haired students that wishes o
see vou' she is giving to the President.
Yo imagine the President looking up
with rage and anpoyance in his eye ang
a “Well tell him T'm busy” statement on
his tongue. Tmagine your surprise when
swlelenty the lady is again in front of you
and motions ioward an open door, mur-
muring “Dr. Stratton will see you.”

But of eourse you need not have had
all thnse worries if you had ever me
the President before,  He greets yvou with
cordiality and interest, and though he
must keep that slight reserve that lis
position warrants, you are made to feel
e wiay that vou are intruding, The
President’s desk is generally clear, there
are nene of those lodse papers and letters
around to give the atmosphere of great
husiness. But he not fooled. The Loune-
or heard Dr, Stratton tell the Alamni
last Saturday night that he had not ac-
complished nearly what hie had hoped to,

{(Continued on Page 4)

Play Directory

COLONIAL: “Sanche Panza.” Otis Skinner
COPLEY: “Windows.” Galsworthy  on  in-
franticide.

HOLLIS: “The 1st Year.” Fumny conjugal
misadventure of voung Main Strecters.
PLYMOUTH: “Whispering Wires.” Thrilling

inystery,

ST. JAMES: “The Eleventh Commandment.”
Bostm Stock Co, in Mlelodrama.

SELWYN: “Sweet Lavender.” FEnglish comn-
pany in Pinero revival.

SHULBERT: *“A Perfect Lady.,” Will he g
hit of the season.

TRI]E'.MONT: “Adrienne.’” New musical com-
ooy,

WILBUR: “Up She Goes."” Musical comedy,
baok by TFrank Craven.

Phones
HERRICK = v
2330 THE BEST

2331
COPLEY SQ.|pax | “°ATS

Bay

M. I. T. STUDENTS DID!
AT 1824 BOYLSTON ST.
AND GOT ITS WORTH
AT MODERATE PRICES

Lobsters :  QOysters :  Clams
Steaks Chops and Roasts

THE BLUGOLD RESTAURANT
AND SEA GRILL

COMMUNICATION

To the Editor:

[ have read your two valuable ed-
itorials on Political Clubs at Technol-
ogy, amd would like to venture some
reficetions concerning them,

What 1on suggest in Dbrief is that
stedents join one of the parties so that
they “may beconte real factors in po-
livical activities during their more ma-
tare years” You go on to state that
the epportunity should be appreciated
by those capable of formulating inde-
peadent opinions and “desirous of cul-
tivatmy  political interests under  ex-
tremely favarable conditions.”

I hope T may be forgiven, if T go
on to mxke & prophesy regarding the
outcome of this program. I see men
joining the parties here, 1 see rousing
speeches, vnrolinent campaigns, per-
haps communications to vour papers,
lusiy cheers and enthasiasm for “our
wang” as against “vour gang” (whet-
ever they may be). an intense rivalry
(similar to a long awaited foothall ri-
vilry), occasional well-bred mud-
slinging. a heated pre-election period
and then the election and aftermath,
at which the victorions will swell awith
pride that they picked the winner, wiil
menially give some “rah rahs for our
gang” and gol back to studying, as
iunorant of real politicat issues as when
they joined the “gang.”

Dy this lengthy picture I niean to

convey for yvour consideration that real
politics involve primarily a kuowledge
and wnderstanding of issues, an intels
ligent consideration of them from the
point ol view that the individual con-
sulers best, and then an  association
with that which tends to promote those
issues. We have enough practical pol-
itics, in which issues are clouded to
make the rivalrs appeal stronger, or )
conversely in which Jssues are exag-
rerared 1o make the rivaley keener,
A normal person will incvitably drift
into that type of politics in his ma-
turer  years, Then deoesn’t it strike
vou that during his vounger years
when his mind is freer from Dbias that
he should make an honest attempt to
understand politics from the point of
view of ultimate realities, viz,, policies
and issues?
If he will get into one of the two
partics and subconsciously substitute
rivalry for reality, why push the evil
day ahead by urging the association
now? Why nol urge the formation
of clubs to consider issues, the issucs
of the big parties, from the point of
view of nou-partisan. 'Why not try if
possible to cnltivate the formulation
of an independent opinion, which vou
speak of, by urging conditions that will
make for it?

HEWINS & HOLLIS
Men’s
Furnishings Goods

4 Hamilton Place
Boston

Opposite Park St. Church

LOUIS FRENCH RESTAURART
Off Avery St.—Rear of Hotel Avery
In the heart of the theatre district
Special Lunch $1.00
Table d'hote Lunch .75
Playgoers Dinner  1.50

Daily specials and a la Carte
Every facility for banquets and
parties
Dancing cabaret every evening

For reservations telephone Beach 1313

BOYLSTON
SHOE REPAIRING CO.

Shoes Repaired :: Hats Cleaned
All Shkines

981 BOYLSTON ST..
Tel. Back Bay 2699

BOSTOCN

THE PARROT

157 Mass, Ave.
BOSTON, MASS,

Candy Shoppe and Tea Room
ANNOUNCE THEIR OPENiN(:
Home Made Candies
Home Made Pastry Tca Room Specialties
Afternoon Tea Supper
Luncheon i1 A.M..2:30 P.M, 4o
Dinner 5:00-8:30 P.M,, Sic
Waffles §:30-12 P.M.

DAVID LASSER 24 STUDENTS PATRONAGE SOLICITED

Simcore wires amd cables are made in accordance with the Code rufes of the
National Board of Fire Underwriters. Every completed length is _subjected to voltage
tests that not orly insure superior quality but are a measure of that quality.

SIMPLEX WIRE & CABLE CC.

201 Devonshire Street, Boston
Chicago San Francisco New York
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