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The Lounger has received the fol-
lowing communication and he calls at-

tention to it because it no doubt in-

volves certain considerations which

persons other than the writer enter-

tained:

Dear The Lounger:
I have always read your column

with interests varying from glee to
bitterness. I have noticed your em-
phatic harping over the fact that
Tech men are ENGINEERS, which
fact you endeavor to bring out at
least once every day. And, being En-
gineers (supposedly), they are sup-
posed to be highly efficient in any-
thing they attempt-to your way of
thinking. It seems that you have
gone fanatic over the scientificness
of the Tech training; if I may be
pardoned for the slang, you have gone
bugs over it. Apparently you thinkc
a Tech man ranks -supreme in his
method of doing things.

Far be it from me to get personal,
but you are not the only one who is
versed in sarcasm. Does it not seem
out of consistency, as it were, for
one who so intensively dwells on effi-
ciency and practicableness to present
himself as such a miserable specimen
of perfection in these directions as
yourself? What am I talking about?
Just this-

You complain of the cold In win-
ter, although you are comfortably
nestled in your armchair in front of
your 1cozy fireplace. That's not so
bad, for even old maids with rheuma-
tism do that. But now it is summer.
The hot days are upon us. You com-
plain of lhaving chairs stick to your
trousers while you take an exam. You
carry a parasol to protect yourself
from the sun and occasional streaks
of, blinding lightning. And yet you,
the -would-be iperfectionist, still keep
your log fire burning in front of you
at the head of your column. No won-
der you talk about "hot stuff." No
wonder you feel the need of extin-
guishing things, including Institutc
Committees, etc. No matter how hot
the weather, there you always aLre in
the picture, pipe in hand and fire
blazing before you.

Wise up, Louager old dear, and
nake an example of yourself. Then
we'll listen to your chirpings about
the engineers and their qualifications.
Why not start your column with a
picture of yourself in a one-piece
bathing suit about to dive from off
an iceberg? Anything at all, but that
fireplace stuff doesn't go at all in In-
dian summers.

Recommendingly yours,
I. C. U. D. K.

The Lounger feels sort of subdued
after the above attaci. And yet there
are many arguments in favor of 'keep-
ing the fireplace. First of all, if the
fire were ever allowed to go out dur-
ing the summer there would be no
demand for coal in this country and
the mines would probably take a va-
cation, and we'd be short again next
winter.

Second, that fire is the kindling
place of all ideas above the luke-warill
variety, and at leas-. affords a means
of disposition of many of the saneless
queries the Lounger is asked to print
during the year. For example, what
Tech student would be interested in
something of this sort?-

Dear MIr.Lounger:

Would you care to help me estab-
lish a chapter of the "Old Ladies'
League for the Reformatlon of Impu-
dent College Soda Clerks and The
Abolishmehnt of LollypoDps, Chewing
Tobacco, and Powdered M~arshmal-
]l>ivs on the Campus"? And will you
not endorse our program by aban-
doning that nasty old pipe you are
forever heaving in your mo~t'la?

{There is a strong third argument
against putting out the Lounger's fire.
That would be very nice to have him
sit on an iceberg in a bathing suit.
Bult his readers would get jealous,
think hini cold, andl stop following
him altogether. Furthermnore, they
w-ould le jealous of his physique as
displayed in the costume suggested.

Leave it to the Dormsters to estab-
lish new fads. Their latest invention
is playing narbles with camphor balls
around packing up time. Next thing

Refreshments

the Lounger supposes they'll be put-
ting their woolen overcoats away cov-
ered up with ball bearing shooters.

The place was the Charles river,
the time about 10 o'clock one evening
luring the last week, the participants
two very green frosh in a canoe. All
went well until these persons attempt-
ed to cross that noblest of rivers, the
Clharles. Then came the tussel. One
frosh insisted on going one way, the
other maintaining that his choice was
superior. In the moment of indecision
the canoe and wind decided for them,
and turned turtle. The frosh then
unanimously decided that the water
was wet, so very wet that it seemed
wise to hasten towards the shore.
But the canoe could not be left where
it was, so with chastened souls and
wet ones too, for they were fully
dressed, they attempted to push and
pull that -- canoe towards the
(lock. Finally after over two hours
of struggling and cussing and laugh-
ing, they reached the seawaUy They
had started about fifty yards below
the Harvard bridge and landed about
fifty yards below the exposition
buildings. And herein lies the moral:
Oh, Frosh, try not to match your
puny wits against those of the waves
and winds, for it is ordained that you
shall always receive a fitting and
humble punishment.

A CORRECTION

The hours that the Central Library
will be open during the summer are
from 9 to 4 o'clock except on Saturday,
when it will be open from 9 to 12
o'clock.
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Technology's Idea of College Activities
Reprinted from the Boston Herald of June 3

created for plausible reasons, func-
tion with the rigor and inevitableness
of fate; by these strong-arm tactics
the prestige of the college as a place
of learning, though challenged, is-safe

Such a system of control, no matter'
how benevolent in intent and opera-
tion, deprives the participant in ac-
tivities of one of the chief benefits
that they may confer. His outlook is
confined, his energy hemmed in. Un-
der such conditions the development
in responsibility which activities
should provide is limited to the mild-
ly interesting motions which any
youngster may make without danger
to linlself or to any one else; at the
slightest sign of rough weather the
wheel is taken from him by the ex-
perienced land.

As a matter of expediency and
safety p~erhaIps there is good r eason
for this prlactic~e. The government of
a college dorinitorya, the policy of' a
college journal, a~dministrationl of the
Blage slnirs of money needed for ath1-
letics r equire sound judgment and a
high sense of responsibility, if things
(lo no0t go well the good name of the
illstitu~tion may be seriously int-
pairecd. College officersl may wvell b~e
skveptical 2 s to wh ether undergr al-I
uates possess sufficient maturity-
to llandlle these tasks aloiie, anal
wvhethler the training is waol th the
risks. lit another form it is the same,
question that the father has to mneet
ill decid1ing at what age lie shall
allows his son1 to drive the family carl.
Smzall wvonder that most college au-
thlorities pursue what they believe to
be the path of safety.

And yret some institutions lhave hadl
viSiOll aiidl courage to take the other
w-ay. Anionlg these is the T\Tassachu-
setts Institute of Technology. There
the policy of student control of ac-
tiv-ities, established many years since,
hlus acquired with undergrad~uates, j
fac ulty andl alumni the force of a ch~er-

( Continuedl on Page I 

It is conventionally proper for col-
lege men to praise "activities" on ac-
count of their educational value to
those who participate in them. Again
and again is the contrast made be-
tween the "grind" or the "brown
bagger," acquisitive solely of high
grades, and the undergraduate who,
while not neglecting his academic
workk, prizes the comradeship and
development of occupations which,
no less than studies, offer a goal
worth striving for. Not all, however,
who praise the latter type understand
how the result has been achieved;
still less could they defend their
faith to an indignant fatler whose
son has been "canned" on account of
a niistakzen effort to acquire his edu-
cation exclusively il this field.

Whlat is the common sense of the
mnatter'? Obviously an activity Ilust
be worth while, that is, it must pre-
>;ent opopi-tunities for self-develop-
ment that will satisfy eager and as-
piring college youths. They want
something that will engage them
hiearL and soul. Witness the spread
in the last few years of the new type
of -lee club established by Dr. Dav-
ison at Harvard. Compared with the
try inill *:t. inspiration which such
,organizations give, the groups wollose
traditional aiml has been it concert
season of the level of Polly WN;olly
Doodle All the Day are having a
struggle to survive.

Bult even the most worth w~hile ac-
tivityi loses somlethillg ill its value as
education if it is not mallagedl andl
mailtainedl under the right auspices.

And ill all too lmany of our academic
iIIstitutions the conception of whlat
-iri~ght auspices'' are. is wvoefully
astray. Not a fewx college presidents
and faicul ties, rally-inlg to) the cry that
activities are side showvs wvlicll out-
bid the circus in the big tent,
stre~ngthlen the police force in order
to Cutrb zan (lcontrol thein. Faclllty
c o mmitte es anid graduate ma lagers,
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friend must be aware that. if the
measure should be passed by head-
quarters, it would still be possible for
him (during this one hour per w eek)
to remain anchored to his chair, and

perhaps even doze Into oblivion
should he so desire. as is occasionally
(lone in certain lectures.

At least fifty per cent of the Sopho-
Imolres swill agree that the general diet
of poetry and highll-class liteIaturt e
,voulll go well il the Setting of a win-
try firesidle, where the reader in his
oldl age might comfortably toast his
toes and incidentally peruse his
browning zand his Whlitnian as lie so
desires. Let us be at least progres-
sizve. Let us have nowa something
|hicl will be of inestimable benefit

}after graduation. Something that
will lift a Tech man in the eyes of
the world from the category of the
bright but dumb engineer into the
sphere of mnen who can -fearlessly
speak their mninds before an audience.

( Signed)
Henry Grantham Bacon '25.

'1'0 tle lEditor: 
Aftter hlaving dully recadl anld diigest-

ed ;a certain letter to yotir colunll
towr ittenI by N:illhlrtd Alplhil '2 5. o1 |
Sohilonlore Public SIpeaksing. .111 al'-
jej- I;i'ialn duly consider·ed al innate

nlltipnlthly fo'i the publuicit of the
nies-wsaImer coluri., it et behoos es
the writer to say a NVorYl in defense
of tle subject in question.

Assmning that -Ir. A\lphin lread the
petition -\when it was circulated
amongst two recent debating sections.
he may have observed that it aas is-
sued toward the end of getting the
true sentiment of those who took
part in the debate.

The tone of the petition did smack
somewhat of compulsion, yet our

COPLEY: "The Likes of 'Er." Good Eng-
lish comedy. A poor girl's lovel

MAJESTIC: "The Covered Wagon." A
movie epic.

SELWYN: "The Fool.- Religion and all
that.

ST. JAMES: "The Man Who Came
Back"-Iack for an indefinite run.

TREMONT: "Rise of Rosle O'Rellly."
New Cohan show. Opens tomorrow.

WILBUR: "Liza." Z11usical comedy by col-ored company.

THE TECH

A:'' EVERY NIGHT

Orchestra o Symphony
of NoU Players
AGIDE JACCHLA, Conductor

Popular Programmes

Smoling
Seats: 25c, 50C, 75C and $1

(NO Tax)

ARARA'T
CAFE

Have you tried an oriental lunch?
Our food is noted for its wholesome-
ness and its quality, and if you appre-
ciate a sociable. hustlsless atmosphere,
an agreeable surprise is in store for
you.

Ula KNEELAND STREET
Cor. Washington St.

BOSTON. JIA;S.

5 Course Lunch 50c, 6 Course Dinner 75c

A PERMANENT INSTITUTION?

O tle Class of 1923 belongis the distinction of having been the
1or iginator of the idea of providing future fulnds for Tech-

nologf through the miedium. of a Senior Endowrment Fund. As
applied to the present Senior Class alone, bo-rever, the sulm accumu-
lated swill not be of so very great aldt influential proportions. It is
,only through the combined subscriptions of many Senior Classes that
a sum of money can be gotten together which will be large enough
to become a factor in future considerations involving the use of
rn oney-.

The Class of 1924 is apparently determined that the precedent
-established this year by its predecessor shall not be allowed to pass
by unrecognized. The Senior Endomlnent is thus to be continued for
-at least another year. Its ultimate success depends upon the attitude
of future Senior Classes toward it. It remains to be seen whether
the idea wvill be upheld in the future or wvill be gradually discarded
as tile novelty of it rears away.

fMAPS and gowvns will be wvorn for the first time in thirty years
,at the Graduation exercises next Tuesday. In spite of the con-
troverlsy -Nhich characterized the decision to adopt the wzear-

ing of the established academic costume, the question wras definitely
settled. It is ulp to every member of the Senior Class to appear in his
-costume. Personal opinions must be forgotten, for it is up to every
,Selior' to abide by the majority opinion of his class. It will onIy be
to the personal detriment of anyone if he appears otherivise.

^^e7 C~~~lamrt

A wonderfuI place for a wonderful
tlme with a wonderful girl. She will
cherish the memory of an evening
here, where the enjoyment of dining
and dancing is enhanced by an atmos-
phere that suggests all te splendor,

mystery and romance of Old Egypt.

3Xusle by Leo. F. Reisman and his

famous orchestra.

Dancing from 6.30 to I

tChe 16runswich
Boo lstvon Street at Clatrendon

QIVINQ WINSS TO WORDS!
ORN on the swift keys of the Under-
wood Portable, words are winged. Fleet

and free, they give speed to expression,

clarity to thought, fluency to writing and

COMMUNICATION
Letters over 200 Words May Be
Excluded Due to Lack of Space


