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A SIGN OF WEAKNESS?

S the Institute weakening? Are

Technology men about to abandon
their rank as the Spartans of colleg-
iate society and become as soft and
carefree as the liberal arts student?
The granting of an entire week's va-
cation between the second and third
terms when the original schedule
called for exams to end Saturday, the
17th, with exercises to resume Mon-

day, the 18th, has aroused these gues-
tions,

Fer are we not to have the three
day freedom of Junior “Week"” in a
month’s time? ¥ormerly that would
have been enough for the tireless en-
gineer in the bud. But now the un-
dergraduate almost blushes to admit
that he has a full “week off.” It Te-
minds him too forcibly of the colleg-
es where 8 “spring recess” is consid-
ered necessary to rest the fatigued
“student,”

However, may it not be possible
that the authorities are not weaken-
ing after all? In the past it was cus-

tomary for men to work twelve hours
a day, today they work eight with a
half holiday Saturdays; and have in-
ereased production., Athletes rest be-
tween irials of strength; why should-
n’t men at Technology have an oppor-
tunity to recuperate and renew their
mental vigor following the undeniable
strain of examinations?

No, the Institute is not weaKening
in the least. It is merely keeping up
with progress; accepting the teach-
ings of experience. After a vacation
the authorities can reasonably demand
more and better work; and quite prob-
ably will do so. There is no weakness
there, only increased efficiency.

ALUMNI NOTES

CHARLES PHILIP MONTO '10

As a result of an attack of pneu-
monia, Charles Philip Monto 10, a
graduate of Course X, died in the town
of Kotka, Finland, on February 17,
He was engaged in the manufacture
of dry cells in Finland, where he

had lived for about two years. His
body will probably be sent to Rochest-
er, N. Y., where he is survived by a
father and a brother. Mr. Monto was

unmarried.

Charles River Basin Development
By C. M. Clark, Treas. of Arthur D. Little Co., Inc.

Comment on any trend of urban de-
velopment involves an interesting
study in group psychology. Why a
particular locality grows into a resi-
dential, industrial or institutional sec-
tion is susceplible of determination
only by a thorough student of such
matters, and the reasons, if any, are
frequently difficult of concepiion by
one whose thoughts are usually direct-
ed along other lines, There is back of
it all, however, an impulse based on
certain iraining and interests to as-
sociate themselves with other human
beings of like training and interest.

The problem of the Italian, French,
Chinese and similar colonies in New
York and other large cities is one that
has had the serious attention of those
engaged in the patriotic work of as-
simijlating these pecples to the funda-
mental institutions and ideals of
America. It has been only too ob-
viously true that the I[talian immi-
grant, for instance, to these shores
upon his arrival seeks out others who
have come over in the past from his
own country and takes up his abode
with them. In the same way Chinese
and others congregate in certain local-
ities. K

The same idea is manifest in the
tendency of retail dealers (except the
so-called mneighborhood shops) to lo-
cate in certain more or less well de-
finred sections of a city. Likewise,
wholesale dealers in certain lines of
manufactared products seem to get
together in the same buildings or
groups of. buaildings., In manufactur-
ing itself the tendency does not seem
to be so strong with regard to particu-
lar products, but it is, nevertheless,
true that certain localities seem to at-
tract capiftal investment for general
manufacturing purposes. It is true
that these localities change over pe-
riods of time, one interest crowding
another out as economic or other con-
ditions change,

In New York the retail department
stores have rather rapidly moved
from lower Broadway, where John
Wanamaker is still located, uptown as
far as 42nd Street and Fifth Avenue
and the vicinity. Buginess and bank-
ing offices feeling the congestion of
the Wall Street distirict have quite re-
cently either moved or opened branch
offices in the vicinity of 42nd Street,
utilizing in this connection one or two
of the large hotels, which saw fit to
change the purpese, if not the charac-
ter, of their tenants subsequent to the
enactment of the 18th amendment.

In Boston the trend of the shopping
district is apparently out Boylston
Street. In recent years also offices
formerly centering about Post Office
Sguare and State f!-eef have shown a
tendency fo open up in the Back Bay
district. Such buildings as the Little
Building on Tremont and Boylston
Btreets are an indication of this
growth, The shoe and leather itrade
siill is pretty close to Essex Street
and Chinatown still has well defined
limits,

Growth of transportation facilities
and communication undoubtedly have
a great deal to do with the movement
or lack of movement of groups such
as those mentioned. Just as the rail-
road, telegraph and telephone con-
tribute to the opening up of entirely
msettled lands, so do the improve-
ments in local urban transportation
open up certain sections of a city to
new purposes. It is undoubtedly true
that the Boylston Street Snubway has
had a good deal to do with bringing
new shops to that section.

In the same manner the Cambridge
Subway can be held responsible for
the building up of Kendall Square and
its vicinity. This building up at least
in the territory back of the Charles
River Esplanade has been decidedly
along manufacturing lines, The land
immediately on Charles River Basin
ought to prove too valuable for man-
ufacturing purposes.

That the tendency along tha water
front has been toward residential and
institutional purposes is evident from

NOTICES
FOR UNDERGRADUATES

The night editor in charge of the
next issue of THE TECH iz G F
Ashworth, telephone Winchester

609-J.  All matters concerning the is-
sue are referred to him.

the establishment not only of the mag-
nificent Tech buildings, but of the
more modest laboratory and office
building bearing the name of an ar-
dent Tech alumnus, who two years
ago was honored with the presidency
of the Tech Alumni Association, and
who has for several years bheen a
member of the M .I. T. Corporation.
His organization engaged primarily in
chemical research is “dedicated to in-
dustrial progress,” and as such claims
a rank among institutions of the coun-
try.

It has not been many vears as land
developments go since the Cambridge
bank of the Charles River was an un-
attractive swamp, totally unfit for the
iocation of institutions. When the
dam was built creating the present
Charles River Basin, and th eretaining
walls erected on the Boston and Cam-
bridge shores, there was created a
lake, the borders of which were un-
surpassed for the location of large
residences and institutions. The
building of the West Boston Bridge,
over which the trains in the more re-
cent Cambridge Subway could prop-
erly operate, and the laying out of
Charles River Road, otherwise called
the Esplanade, added to the fitness of
the Cambridge shore for these pur-
poses. It was urndoubfedly with this
fitness in mind that the interests that
built the Shoe and Leather Expogi-
tion building chose the spot which
they did. 1t is unfortunate that the
original purposes of this building
could not have been carried out and
that differences between certain of
the parties so interested resulted in
the forced opening of a roadway
lengthwise through the building. Such
an unfortunate oceccurrence not only
detracts from thé architectural beau-
ty of the huilding but presumably
caused itz original purposes to he
abandoned to pursuits of a nature not
of an institutional sort.

‘When Dr. Little was looking about
for & spot upon which to erect a
building for his organization in 1916
It was from the roof of the Exposition
structure, to which he had surrepti-
tiously been led by a clever real es-
tate man, that lie was first impressed
with the possibilities of the Charies
River HEsplanade for edifices of an in-
st.itutional character. Even though
his company had owned for a num-
her of years an appropriate site bord-
ering on the Fenway, for which archi-
tect’s drawings were complete, that
was immediately abandoned for the
present location of our building. The
proximity of the new M. 1. 'P. build-
ings of course may have influenced
Dr. Little in his choice, but I rather
feel he would have been impressed)
with the possibilities even if the Tech-
nology buildings had not been nearing
completion,

As to what the future of this sec-
tion will be, any one’s prediciion is of
value only so far as it is regarded
purely as a guess. When the Charles
River Esplanade is considered as a
potential Michigan Avenue Boulevard,
the possibilities of its development
for residential and institutional pur-
poses are unlimited. In view, how-
ever, of the extent to which manufac-
turing capital has been invested in
the land Immediately baeck of the
river front, it is doubtful whether this
particular section between the West
Boston Bridge and Harvard Bridge
will ever attract privaie dwellings.
There are several aviilable sites
which would be admirably suited -for
a family hoiel or apartment house
like Riverbank Court aeross Massa-
chusetfs Avenue from the Technology
buildings, In fact rumors of such
enterprises have heen current ifrom
time to time. Whatever sites there
arg available in the immediate viecin-
ity of the Technology buildings vep-
resent a possible asset or liability to
Technology, dependent upon the use
to which they are put. As a matter
of protection to M. I T. in its future
expansion it should be the duty of
Technology men to consider seriously
ways and means of having these prop-
erties held by friendly interests. The
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need of prompt action is evident from
the fact that the water-front land has
trebled in value in the last eight years.

The beautiful Esplanade with grass
plots and shrubbery, the expanse of
Charles River Basin with the skyline
of newer and older Boston beyond,
gives an outlook to Tech unequalled
by eastern colleges. Ifs ulfimate ex-
pangion along the waterfront should
not be hindered by the encroachment
of manufacturing plants on the Bs-
planade. “Whatever structures are
erected between the West Boston and
Harvard Bridges should be made.con-
sistent in their architectural design
with the general style of the beauti-
ful Tech buildings.

Forced To Join Activity

All freshmen at West Virginia TUni-
versity must be actively participating
in some recognized college activity
within two weeks after school begins
or explain to the Student Council some
logical reason for not doing so.

New Dean at Texas Law School

Judge John C, Townes who has
been with the Texas Law School for
more than 25 ¥years, and its dean for
over 15 years, resigned recently and

has been succeeded by Dr. George C. |

Butte, who was professor of interna-
tional law at the school before his ap-

pointment ag dean.
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which he belongs.”

Life insurance is inseparably bound up with the
prosperityof everyindividual, familyand community.
1tis a secure and prosperous business and satisfactory
to the salesman in every way.

The Joun Hancock would like to interest a few
ambitious men who graduate this year to make Joun
Hancock selling their life work.

Statistics on college graduates who have entered
life insurance place it at the very top as a source of
income. Before making a decision as to your career
it would be well to make inquiries of the “Agency

Department.”
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" John Hancock Said:—

(IN 1774)

HAVE ever considered it as the indispensable
duty of every member of society to promote, as
far as in him lies, the prosperity of every indi-
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thoroughness with which
Williams’ softens the
beard. Likewise, they are
finding a help for their
skin inWilliams’that they
never found in any other
shaving cream. Try it
yourself. The difference
may surprise you.

Q.E.D.

¢« HOW me,”” says the math. teacher—and
when the chalk clouds have settled down
there are a lot of figures signed ““Q.E.D.”

which aren’t “Q. E. D’’ at all,

Say “‘Show me” to the shaving cream you’re
using and see what answer you get. Will it soften
your beard right down to the base before the
breakfast bell has rung twice? Will it leave your
skin smooth and supple after every shaveand give
you the well-groomed look of perfect skin health?

Every day men are finding how much easier
shaving can be made because of the speed and

Notice the hinged
cap. You can't
loge it—and the
tube hangs up?
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