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A TRANSITION POINT

HE gradual transformation mani-

festing itself at present in stu-
dent affairs, has been the cause of
quite a heated and extensive discus-
sion among alumni and undergrad-
uates alike. The numerous communi-
cations have embodied many import-
ant points worthy of serious consid.
eration but they have also in many
instances, exaggerated the radicalness
of the proposed changes and magni-
fied the effects which must, so they
state, inevitably result.

It would seem that the majority of
the criticism hag been made from a
rather limited viewpoint and too
much stress has been laid upon spe-
cific instances, rather than upon an
examination o¢f the problem in us
entirety. It is, to be sure, quite diffi-
cult to state definitely what the exact
cause of the impending {ransition may

be but it is very probably a complica-:

tion of diseases resulting from the

general unrest ‘pervading the entive;
country and the natural changes coin-|

cident with the expansion of Technol-.
0gy.

It must be admitted that the careful
preservance of timehonored tradi-
tions is a laudable ambition but the
fact must be kept in mind that there

The World's Affairs

Foreign

Feb. 3. The populace of the Ruhr
district is becoming reconciled to the
occupational forces, although the in-
dustrial leaders have as yet shown no
signs of weakening.

The coal deliveries remain about
the same. To date, 200,000 tons have
been taken from the Ruhr, in compari-
son  with 460,600 tons, which the
French were supposed to receive.
Scarcity of rail and water facilities
are making shipments of coal ex-
tremely difficult.

The German government presented
to the French reparations committee
teday a note which hinted at new
negotiations on reparations. The note
requested a commission to investigate
Germany’s ability to pay. It also con-
tained a protest against the oceupa-
tion of the Ruhr, and stated that Ger-
many would pay nothing until French
troops were withdrawn from the dis-
trict. The IFrench government re-
ceived the note very coldly, believing
it to be only another subterfuge to
escape payment.

Feb. 4. Turkey musi accept or re-
ject the treaty today. Ismet Pasha
has been non-committal as to the
Turkish attitude, but there is hope
felt at the Lausanne conference that
Turkey will sign. Lord Curzon, the
British delegate, is determined to
leave today, whatever action is taken.
France and Italy, however, are ex-
pected to continue negotiations with
Turkey if the treaty fails. The Asso-
ciated Press reports that Turkey will
present a counter treaty fo the allies.

Teb. 3. An army of 40,000 troops
nnder General Hsu Tsung Chi, is
marching on Canton to reclaim the
city for Dr. Sun Yat Sen, who was
custed from the presidency of the
South China Republic last June by
General Chen Chiung-Ming. The eity
is reported to be in chaos, Foreign
warships in the harbor are prepared
to act in case their nationals in the
city are harmed.

National

Feb. 3. The debt funding commis-
gion turned over to President Harding
today, the plan for funding Great Bri-
tain’s war debt to the United States.
The President will probably send the
plan to Congress next week. Its ac-
ceptance is expected although there
will be.considerable opposition by th2
House Democrats, because the inter-
est rates are lower than those paid
by the United States on its own obliga-
tions.

feb. 3. Urging participation in the
affairs of Europe, Senator King of
Utah, in an address before the Sen-
ate this afternoon, claimed that the
time had come for the United States
to give up her policy of iselation and
to aid in putting an end to the tur-
moil in Europe. A discussion of the
Versailles treaty {ollowed Senator
King's address, Senator Caroway, who
claimed that many of the present dii-
ficulties would have been averted if
if the TUnited States had signed the
treaty, was opposed by Senator Borah,
who claimed that the present “wreck-
ing of the world” is a result of that
treaty.

TFeh. 3. The Panama government
has notified the State department that
lin the negotiations for a new treaty

is such a thing as becoming ultra-! to take the place of the Taft agree-

age is lacking to admit that they arn
no longer in keeping with the trend
of events.
tiquated practices on the assumption
that they are different from those in
vogue at other institutions and are
more or less spectacular seems un-
pleasantly like “playing to the gal-
lery.”

Needless to state, there is always
the possible error to be guarded
against, that the “liberal” element
will overreach itself in its fervor and
do an irreparable amount of harm, but
it is a risk which must be run. As
a matter of fact, the few examples of
this latter tendeney which have so far
appeared, seem largely due to the
ever-increasing number of transfers
who are endeavoring to transplan.;
the more extreme “‘collegiate” cus-
toms of their former institutions ra
Institute seil, with but small chance
of success.

The fact must be honestly faced,
however, that a change of some so:t

is inevitable and puerile attempts ati

counterfacting by caustic criticism
are in the end as ineffective as pre-
venting the passage of time by break-|
ing one's watch. The undergraduate !
body must bear the responsibility oli
directing this natural growth in the|

between the two exiremes, with the

proper channel and sirike an averagei

The retention of such an—% that further attempts to reduce Pana-

3 T ; the right of control over foreign
onservative and clinging to old cus-|Ment, :
° © e ' commerce will be asserted. The Pana-

toms merely because tle moral cour-!

,ma authorities declare the tformation
of an independent colony in the mid-
i dle of their country was not the orig-
cinal purpose of the canal zone, and

'ma’s control in the zone would no:

lbe considered in a friendly light.
i

COMMUNICATION

| To the Editor of THE TECH:

| The question of caps and gowns
; which is now heing considered by the
! Senior Class, has recently been very
much obscured by discussion of per-
sonalities rather than the guestion
at hand. There are several good rea-
sons why caps and gowns are desira-
i ble.

i Viewed from the standpoint of the
rgraduation exercises, caps and gowns
"will tend to raise this occasion to
| the status of the memorable affair it
| really should be. The exercises here
iat the Institute are, it is agreed, un-
i satisfactory. This is shown by tha
fact that so many men uever attend

: these exercises after completing their
[ courses, but have their diplomas
i

; NOTICES

FOR UNDERGRADUATES

The night editor in charge of the
next issue of THE THECH is J, P, Ram-
sey, Jr., telephone University 6053-R.
All matters concerning the issue are

hope that the final outcome will but| refeérred to him.

add prestige to the present respected
positior  which Technology
among similar institutions.

The T. C. A. Office will be closed

holds at 4 o’clock today, tomorrow and Wed-
| nesday, on account of the Nash meet-

ings.

Editor’s note:

The article on  ““Course VI
and Its Alumni” will be con-
tinued in the next issue of THE
TECH.

mailed to them. The students can
take this step of wearing caps and
gowns in Dbeiterment of these exer-
cises, it is the prerogative of the
taculty to handle other arrangements
toward the goal of better graduation.

Persons attending these exercises
often make sacrifices in so doing, es
pecially the parents of the men who
live at far distances, and they should
at least be soown as dignified a cere-
mony as is ususzlly associated with
graduation. Caps and gowny are
truly a part of such a graduation.

Technrology Alumni, unlike similar
bodies of men from other collsges and
schools, do not attend the finat exer-
cises of the Senior year for the grad-
wating class, and in this way renew
acquaintances with fellow classmates
If these exercises were made a mor:
important factor in Institute life, this
feature of the exercises at other
schools might easily be brought about.
Formality in attire of the outgoing
Senior Class will tend toward raising
the importance of graduation.

The fact that the inauguration of
Pregident Stratton is to be held close-
ly attendant upon the exercises of the
Class of 1423 make this an especially
auspicious time for the decision to
wear caps and gowns. The Alumni
Council has voted to make the inaugao-
ration ceremony formal, the facultv
to wear caps and gowns. ‘Thig is a
change from the more or less semi-
formal ceremony held last June in
inaugurating former President Earnest
Fox Nichols.

President Stratton heartily en-
dorses the idea for the graduating
elass to be dressed in the uniformily
of caps and gowns, having expressed
this sentiment to more than one mem-
ber of the Senior Class.

Should graduation from a school
teaching the engineering profession
be less formal than that from any
school of the other profession? The
answer to this question lies in the
fact of a rank comparison of the pro-
fessions. In every non-technical pro-
fessional school, the custom is for
formality, caps and gowns. In most
other engineering schools with the
exception of Technology, caps and
gowns are worn at graduation. Shouid
the Instiute, the foremost in engineer-
ing schools remain behind in this?
Caps and gowns are new, compara-
tively, in the scholastic field.

to clear up the personalities hefog-
ging the discnssion of the adoption of
caps and gowns. The position of the
class officers in the matter ig that at
a meeting of these men held in No-
vember the idea was brought ap and
after a discussion on the matter, a
committee was appointed to investi-
gate the idea. This committee reporl-
ed favorably, and a vote taken of th=
officers showed them all in favor of if,
and the decision was to place it before
the class for this consideration.
Previous to calling a general meet
ing of the class, the idea was presemi-
ed to a special commiitee of about
40 men in an effort to find out the
sentinmient of the men in the class.
Thig committee voted in favor of il,
and the idea was for them to place
the proposition before the class. Next,
a general meeting of the class was
called to vote on the matter, but on
account of the fact that there wers
only ahout 200 men at this meeting it
was deemed advisable to place the

o

AT THE THEATRES

COLONIAL: “The Perfect Fool. Ed
Wynn.

COPLEY: “The Truth About Bal-
lads.” One of A. A. Milne’s, well
done.

HOLLIS: “Lightnin’ ”. Rather dry

comedy at an inn on the border of
California and Nevada.

KEITH'S: Vaudeville.

MAJESTIC: Shubert vaudeville.

PARK: “Robin Hood.” Douglas Fair
banks in a picture that is excellent
entertainment.

PLYMOUTH: “Just Married” Very
snappy comedy of newlyweds on
shipboard.

ST. JAMES: “Grumpy.” Boston Stock
Company.

SELWYN: “The Guilty One.” Pauline
Fredrick, last week.
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question to a vote of the class by
written ballot. It might be said that
the vote of the men at the meeting
y:rias overwhelmingly in favor of the
idea.

The referendum of the whole class
on the question is to be held next
Thursday, February 8, and will bs
conducied in a manner similar to the
class elections. This vote will decide
the gquestion definitely for the eclass
of 1923.

It is hoped that the members of the
Senior class will be thinking zbout
the matter and arrive at a decision
and express their decision by the ret
erendum.

BROWN BROTHERS
& CO.

Established 1818

59 Wall Street, New York
4ch and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia
60 State Street, Boston,

A Century of Service

For over one hundred years
we havebeen identified with
the financing of important
American railroads, indus-
trial and public utility corpo-
rations, and with the issue
of domestic and foreign gov-
ernment,state and municipal
obligations. QOurlongexper-
ience, both in originating
and distributing securities, is
at the service of the public.

B. P. LANE ’23,
Secretary for the Officers of
the Clasg of 1923.

To the Editor of THE TECH:—
Regardless of the merits of the
present “Cap and Gown Controversy,”
the “mud-slinging” and underhanded
tactics which have characterized it
are not indicative of the mental bal-
ance one might expect from Seniors
and Alumni. Communications and

BROWN, SHIPLEY &

class meetings such as we have had COMPANY

for the past ten days will not only Eseabished 18

destroy an already too fragile clase tabtisned 1dia

spirit, but also give false impressions Office for Travelers
123PallMall . ....... London, 5. W.

to the general public.

Asg a flagrant example, I submit the
letter given to THE TECH, signcd
J. 8. Ward '22. T am reliably informed
that Ward did not write the letter,
nor know that it was to be written,
and that his first knowledge of it was
after its publication. It is not my
intention to divulge here the real an-
thor of the letter, who, by the way,
is criminally liable, but to point out
the means being employed in this
controversy. I will say however,
that the same man is responsible for
the remarkable aeccounts we lhave
read of the affair in Boston news-
papers.

We are also informed that our class
officers tried to ‘put something over.”
Of course they did! Officers are
elected to initiate and lead. It is far
better to have to restrain officers than
to push them, and ignorance of par-
Iiamentary procedure should not be
confused with dirty politics.

If we must fight, let’s do it with
clean hands!

Very truly yours,
¥, P, SQUIREB *23
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This communication is an attempt

The Best Business Career

Is what every ambitious senior is
thinking about at the present time.
Life insurance is one of the best, one
of the most desirable, and one of the
most satisfactory as a permanent
calling.

In assets and volume of business,
life insurance is one of the three lead-
ing businesses of this country, yet the
field is comparatively under-developed.
Only 7 per cent of the economic value
of human life in the United States is
covered by insurance. This gives an
idea of the big field still to be worked,
especially business insurance for firms
and corporations.

As to remuneration: Reports of
college graduates who have entered
business indicate that life insurance is
at the very top as a source of income.
Now is the time for you to consider
what you are going to do after gradu-
ation. If you are ambitious and will-
ing to work hard and are interested
to know about life insurance, address

Agency Department

————

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Largest Fiduciary Institution in New England
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