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PROGRESSIVISM

T is not impossible that the next

presidential election will be simi-

lar to that of 1912 when the Roosevelt

Progressives split the ranks of the

Republican party and gave the elec-
tion to the Democrats,

The leaders in this new progressive |
movement stoutly deny the formation
of a third party. Their object, as they ‘
claim, is to drive special privilege out‘f
of control of the government and to:
force the passage of better and more |
scientific legisiation on questions re-!
lating to labor, agriculture, shipping
and taxation.

There has been much criticism of
the new bloe. Senator LaFollette, its
jeader, is spoken of as a radical and it
is even hinted that he has some con-
nection with the Russian Soviet Gov-

ernment.

partisan taint to them., Both greaticonnection with
political parties fear that the Pro-i}

posed mainly of senators from the

! middle west and unless they hold fast

to the principle of legislating the
greatest. gnod for the greafest num-
ber, there is danger that their
strength may be used in the passage
of sectional measures.

As a counter movement, the more

i conservative G. O, P. elements are

preparing to make their own some of
the measures advocated by the Pro-
gressives. This iz the hest news of
all. It makes little difference to the
voters and taxpayers who is respon-
sible for good legislation when vot-
ing time is passed, but it is essential
that such legislation be passed. If
the Farm-Labor DBloc has succecded
in arousing the old-time ‘“stand-pat”
parties from their lethargy, its forma-
tion has served a good purpose,

CONTEMPORARY
OMMENT

NEW LEARNING CENTERS

Our county jails are not such odi-

ous abodes as they once were. Evan-;

gelists and marshmallow criminoclo-
gists have succeeded in removing
most of the objectionable features of
prison life, until now the jails in one
of our states, at least, bave been con-
verted into extension universities.

The trustees of Pennsylvaria slate
college have made it possible for in-
mateg of jails throughout the state to
secure a coliege training free of
charge. Through the medium of an
extension service the prisoner can
pursue at leisure a carefully planned
and well organized curriculum in
shop, engineering, mathematics, draft-
ing, business law, foreman training,
or any one of a number ot other cours-
es. After the course is completed the
prisoner is given his diploma. And
when his term in prison has expired
another college graduate is turned out
into the world.

The social status of prisoners is
gradually rising. Who in the future
will spend thousands of dollars at-
tending a university when, in the
peaceful seclugion of a county jail, he
can secure all of the benefits of high-
er education totally at the expense of
the state?

PROTEINS ACIDS AND
BASES SAYS DR. LOEB

Are Not Colloids but Exist as
Large Molecules

The new and radical contention
that the proteins in our hodies are not
colloids, as secientists have generilly
assumed, but acids and bases of quite
orthodox chemical behavior, was made
by Dr. Jacques Loeb, of the Rockefel-
ler Institute for Medical Research,
speaking before the chemical section
of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science,

Dr. Loeh, whose researches on the
chemical nature of the life-process. and
the causes of death even among indi-
viduals absolutely protected from at-
tack by disease germs, have aroused
great interest in recent vears, ex-
plained his views regarding the pro-
teing. the principal constituents of
animal hodies.

Proteins Not All

It has heen customary to

proteing as typically colloidal

Colloidal
rtegard
suh-

gtances. Indeed the name “colloid” is
taken from the gum-ike nature of
many proteins, Dr. Loeb, however.

produced much evidence to show that
these substances, instead of consisting
of aggregates of many molecules, like
the true colloids, are in reality made
up of single molecnles, each of gigantic
size (as molecules go) and able to aet
at the same time both as acids and as
bases. He indicated therefore that
chemists have bheen Dbarking up the
wrong iree in trying to explain the
behavior of proteins by an appeal to
physics. It ig rather the familiar prin-
ciples of chemieal action which will
furnish the explanation devised, he
contended.

“We can therefore state’ said Dr.
Loeb in eonclusion, “that it is possible
fo explain the ‘colloidal’ behavior of
preteing auantitatively on the hasis of
n, pationalistie mothematical formula.
What anneared at first as a new ehem-
ietry, the so-called colloid chemistry.
now seems tn have been only an over-
leoked eanilibrium eondition of clasgsi-
enl chemistry. af Jeast so far as the
proteins are concerned.”

AGRICULTURAL SECTION
HEAR DR. B. L. HARTWELL

The greatest and most pressing

These accusations have a nead for scientific service today. in

the production of
crop plants, is the need for co-ordinat-
ing 1hs work of specialists in the v

gressives will attain too much power %rious branches of science which have
by 1924 and completely wreck their top do with problems of crop produc-

political machines. There is
point which does stand out in this|
nucleus of a third party. It is com- '

one i tion, according to Dr. B. L. Hartwell.

director and agronomist of the Rhode
Island State College agricultural ex-
periment station. In a paper deliv-

ered before the agricultural section of
the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science yesterday after-
noon. Professor Hartwell said thal
unless greater service can be ren-
dered in the field lyving hetween the
lines of what are generally considered
as distinet sciences, much valuable rTe-
search work wili fail to have its mex-
imum application.

Calls for Trained Men

The chemist, the phytobiologist, the
gsoil biologist, the lhotanist, the mete-
orologist, all are able to contribute to
the solution of problems of crop pro-
duction, but each is limited in his
knowledge of the subject as a whole,
and toward whatever horder lines we
turn, gaid Dr. Hartwell, there is o
dearth of men adequately trained and
capable of rendering satisfactory agri-
cultural service hetween the lines o’
science when there are so many prob-
lems clamoring for solution even from
an immediate economic standpoint.

“This is not a suitable opportunity,”
said Dr. Hartwell, “to enumeralsg
these many problems, but rather to
make an appeal to our universities for
more sympathetic attention

training of men, and to the direction ]

of their talents towards the applica-
tinn of research tao the solution of
those problems which lie between the
sciences.”

PSYCHCLOGISTS HEAR
PROF. G. M. STRATTON

The popular helief that the color
red produces anger in cattie, and es-
pecially in bulls, is wholly mistaken,
said Professor G. M. Stratton, of the
University of Califernia, speaking be-
fore the American Psycholegical As-
sociation, vesterday.

Experiments have shown, he stated,
that the reaction of these animals to
colored cloths need in no wav be at-
tributed to the color itself. The real
causes, according .to Professor Strat-
ton, are: general strangeness of the
obiect, its brightness, and its move-
ment.

White Attracts Most

“More attention,” he explained.
“wag paid to white than to red; aboul
as much attention went to green as to
red; a sudden flutter of any color is
mildly startling. But apart from per-
sons, none of these things ssemed to
cause anvihing distantly suggesting
anger, It is probable that the popu-
lar belief arises from the fact that
cattle, and particularly bulls, have at-
tacked persons displaying red, when
the canse of the attack lay in the be-
havior of the person, in his strange-
ness, or in other factors apart from
the color itself. The human knowl-
edge that red is the color of bhlnod,
and that bloed is exciting, doubtless
hoe helned the fallacy.”

Cattlemen in general agreed with
him, Professor Stratton went on, al-
thovgh they were unanimous in say-

ng that the shed blood of another an- | g

imal powerfully execites cattle of both
sexes. He admitted present doubt
whether this is essentially fear or an-
ger, whether it arises from the color
ar odor of the blood, and whether it
depends at all upon the kind of ani-
mal which shed the blood. But experi-
ments to settle these matters are now
in preparation, Professor Stratton
said.

DR. H. 8. COLTON SPEAKS
TO ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Dr. Harold 8. Colton, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Zoology at the University ot
Pennsylvania, illustrated the part
played by natural selection in the lo-
cal distribution of animals yesterday
afternoon by telling the American So-
ciety of Ecologists about an experi-
ment made by him on dog whelks, a
variety of anails, at Little Duck Is-
land, near Mount Desert.

“Natural selection.” Dr. Colton said,
“atill interests those who are trying
to explain the loeal distribution of an-
imals. Although some animals choose

their own homes, yet others are con-

trolled by their external conditions
and have no individual choice.

“On the rocks of our northern
coast we are struck with the many
colored “wrinkles’ or dog whelks
which cover the rocks.
low, white, olive, or purple colored
shells may be mixed on a given rock.
vet the proportions of the colors, as
in human populations, vary with the
tocality.”

Dark Snails Survive

To determine the reason for this,
Dr. Coiton made use of the following
condifions. Little Duck Island, lying
five miles out to sea from Mount Des-
e-t Island, contains a nesting place
for herring gulls, and in the summer
is frequented by many hundreds. In
the diet of the gulls the dog whelk
plays a prominent part. On the shore
of the istand the snails are scarce,
small and dark colored.

In a tide pool on this island Dr.
Colton placed eighty large
snails and eighty large dark omnes. A
return to the island two months later
showed that the gulls had picked off
the light colored snails faster than
the dark-colored omnes. In faet, for
every two dark-colored survivors Dr.
Colton found but one light-colored
snail.  Selection by the gulls seems

to be a factor governing the color of | |§

the snails on these particular rocks.
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OLGA STECK DELIGHTS
PATRONS OF SHUBERT

Christmas matinee opened the Bos-
ton run of the musical comedy, “In
$pringtime of Youth,” which is play-
ing at the Shubert Theatre with the
original] New York cast. It comes di-
rectly here from an extensive run at
the Broadhurst Theatire.

Sweet Olga Steck plays the part of

Priscella Alden, ward of Roger Hatha-
way, who wasg, for many years. blind.
Roger Hathaway makes it possible for
her to receive sight, -and she loves
him for it. He returns incognito, only
to see her won by the son of a family
enemy. The play is of the “Spring-
ctime” type, with the scene layed in
| 1812,
Harry Morton’s exceedingly clever
i lancing and humor, and the wit of
i Zella Russel, who plays opposite hin,
floods the show with wholesome
¢ humor.

Resumes Football
The Brigham Young University of
lProvo,_ Utah, one of the greatest Uni-
versities in the West, has reswmed
intercollegiate football after a lapse
of 26 years. At the first call for foot-
ball candidates, this fall, many
showed their desire for the sport, b'y
attending the first meeting,
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Young Men’s Hats

Distinctive & Exclusive
Styles
Foreign & Domestic
Manufacture

Topcoats

Agents for
Burberry and Agquascutum
English Coats

Golf Buits
Gloves

. D, .
offins & gairhanks {fi

Caps Neckties

3B3WASHINGTON ST
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While at the Convention

Dine at
Che Egyptian Room
of the

#iotel Brimsmick

(Your Headquarters in Boston)

Continuous Dancing From 6.30to 1

Or at
Che Grill Room

of the

#atel Lenox
(Tech Men’s Rendezvous)

MEN'S

STYLE 851.

STYLE 832.

toes, leather soles .

STYLE 849,

forated tips and vamp

STODDER

“The Haig”

These goods are made by Johnston & Murphy and are noted
for their sturdy wearing quality, since nothing but top grade

materials are used in their construction.
the “‘Stodder’ policy of quality merchandise, we have used
and recommended this make of shoe as our best grade cver
since we have been established.

Tan Russia Calf Oxiords, box toes,
leather soles ... ... ...

Black Viking Caif Oxiords,

At varigncewith the foregoing illustration, we
present also the following, on same Hailg Last:

Tan Grain Oxfords, soft toes, per-
SCAMS,
leather soles _...oiiiaenn

Special 129 discount to Tech students, listed in the Tech
Catalogue,

COES ~> STODDER

10 TO 14 - SCHOOL STREET

SHOES

In harmony with

$ 1 2.90
$ 1 2.90

box

$ 1 3.65
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