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THE MESSAGE

T is peculiarly fitting that all Tech-

nology should gather in convoca-
tion on January second to receive its
president-elect., His coming is like
the new year, a symbol of new and
better things.

Ancther era is ushered in with the
introduction of Dr. Stratton. The
handicap which Technology has suf-
fered for three years because of lack
of leadership is to disappear. Like
an enormous machine, with its
source of power shut off, Technology
has been running under the force of
its own momentum. No longer wil]
this condition exist; our educational
plant is to receive a new source of en-
ergy and its machinery will surge for-
ward with renewed wvigor.

Even without the added stimulus of
a penalty of five dollars fine for not
appearing in person for approved reg-
istration on Tuesday, there wiil be in-
centive enough to bring the entire stu-
dent body fo the year’s first convoca-
tion. Within us all; yes, even the
Senior to whom a president is no in-
novation, there isa feeling of subdued
excitement and keen anticipation to
hear the first message of the new
exaculive.

THE RECITAL SATURDAY

T is unfortunate that more under-

graduates were unable to attend
the recital given by Mrs. Ross and
Mr. Griffith last Saturday. Although
guite a number of outsiders and mem-
bers of the faculty were present, the
proximity of examinations prevented
many students who wished to attend
from bheing there.

FEMININE NUMBER
LESS POTENTIAL?
By Prof. R. E, Rogers

I begin to wonder why these recur-
ring reviews of the Voodoo and T. E.
N. Does anybeody read them? If so,
does anybody agree with them? Are
they merely so much extra free pub-
lieity for the publications in guestion?

Or is it a serious effort on the part 'of.

“ORANGE BLOSSOMS’’ AT
THE COLONAL THEATER

RTRA QUALEy,

By Phillippe.

At the opening of “Orange Blos-
soms™ at the Colonial on Monday
night, Phillippe was greatly pleasea
for many reasons. In the first place
there is not a chorus that is more 1n-
terested in getting a date with the
front row than in their dancing. The
only true to type chorus work is done
by some beaver boys who support the
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SOME DYNAMIC FACTORS OF
SOCIAL EVOLUTION
(Continued jrom Page 3)

individual depends to a very con-
siderable extent upon the environ-
ment furnished by the soeial evolu-
tion of the race.

Perhaps one of ihe most dyna-
mic factors in this social evolution
of the race, has Dbeen vreligion.
Whatever theory one holds to ae-
count for the existence of religion,
the fact remains that in every
¢lime and among all races, some
sort of religion, furthered the cause
of social progress, except in the
rare case where relizion itself de-
renerated into savagery and bar-
harism, resulting in cannibalism
and human saerifice. In this con-
nection it should be noted that
apart from being a direct dynamie
incitement to social progress, a
most important function of reli-
wion has been as a preserver and
ronserver of progress. This latter
function is instanced by one of
the most signifieant events in his-
tory, an occasion on which man-
kind came so near to losing its ae-
cumulated traditions of progress
that the event itself seems to have
Lbeen east under a great cloud of
loose and inaecurate talk and even
tooser writing, and to make a bad
matter worse, 1t is designated in
most histories, particularly Vie-
torian histories, by a misnomer, for
to mention the Fail of the Roman
Empire implies that an empire
really fell, whereas in the ordi-
narily accepted meaning of the
word ““fall,”’ as applied to a po-
litical state, Rome never fell.

Partly as a result of the erronc-
ous and overdrawn accounts of
Hodghin and particularly Gibbon,
whose Deeline and Ifall of the
Roman Empire is three-gquarters
fiction and one-quarter faet, the
popular notion of that event seems
to be that the virtnous barbarians
(i. e. the Prussians) ecame down
from their elean north woods, and
having blown upon their stout
oalken trwumpets, like the sons of
Israel before the walls of Jericho,
the wicked and sophisticated ecity
fell in ruins before their manly
bravery. The whole thing is depict-
ed as a contest between the Empire
and the barbartans without, led by
men like Alarie.

Now the preposterous nature of
this aecount heeomes apparent
when it is understood that Alarie,
althongh of barbarian birth to be
sure, was himself a eeneral in the
Roman army, and revolted, rather
than invaded, becanse he wished to

4Y, Al M. D, DTdlere e,
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secure higher privileges within the
Empirg. The invasions of the Ger-
mans doubtless produnced in the
long run important vesults, but
these came abouf very gradually.
‘What actually happened in the so-
called fall was that the elaborate
bureaucracy by which Rowe was
egoverned became so vast that it dis-
integrated from the sheer effect of
its own inertia, and the Empire
quietly dozed off into the coma of
the Dark Ages.

In one sense there was really Iit-
tle novel in the early Middle Ages.
Mueh was lost, but little was found.
A great part of the things or-
dinarily considered as characteris-
tically mediaeval, —monks and
saints and miracles; allegory and
symbolism, the seven liberal arts;
the Roman Catholie Chureh with
its privileges and its peculiar su-
periority and detachment from the
civil governments,—these were all
well developed long before Alarie
took Rome in 410,

It was during these years of the
early Middle Ages, when civiliza-
tion seemed to be drifting into bar-
barism, that the preservative fune-
tion of religion was most manifest,
for during all this period the lamp
of Imowledge burned dimly Dat
bravely in many a cloistered hall
and monastic abode, until finally
in the Twelfth Century there was
an awakening of intellectual inter-
est which ereated the universities,
the revival of the Roman law, the
codification of the canon law, the
systematizing  of the patristic
theology ; then too came the growth
of urban life, the extension of com-
meree, the Dblossoming of Gothie
architecture, and the development
of literatures of great bLeauty in
the vernacular languages. At ihe
same time Roger Bacon was lay-
ing the foundations whiek were to
serve as stepping stones to his il-
lustrious namesake Francis Bacon,
whose Novam Organon, along with
the works of Descartes, Bacearia,
Condireet and Newton, served to
usher in what has come to be known
as the age of Science.

Along with the dynamiec and
preservative function of religion,
the ideal of Demoeracy has been a
potent factor in the social evolu-
tion of the race. To take but three
out of an innumerable list of cx-
amples, ithere was the sturdy and
vigorous democracy of the carly
Roman Republi¢, during which the
basis of Rome's future oreathess
was laid. There was the later AMid-
dle Ages, during which Democracy,
in its spiritual essence, arfained its
highest flowering, with the atfend-
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ant crystallization of all the per-
manent elements of worth in
Graeco-Roman-Christian  civiliza-
tion. And there was the Eighteenth
Century, marking a new innova-
tion in the world of practical poli-
tics, when the American Republie
was dedicated with the dogma that
all men are created equal.

To the first iwo of these demo-
cratic periods came a crisis and
test, and for reasons which no man
seems to know, despite the learncd
but meaningless  disquisitions  of

American -
A-B-A Zies Cheques
UNIVERSAL FUNDS
FOR TRAVELERS

Wherever money means anything,
A-B:A Cheques mean money.
They add to the pleasure of trav- -
eling by removing worry over
currency catried on the person.

A-B-A Cheques, the official travel
cheques of the American Bankers
Association, are sold by 11,000
banks and trust companies in the
United States and Canada.

Denominations $r0, $20, §50, and
Ffroo. Ask for them at your bank,

BANKERS TRUST COMPANY
New York City

“The finest \
writing
instrument
in the world™

CARTRIDGE PEN

Ever get caught in the

middle of a lecture with

a ““‘dry” fountain pen?
All theinkisin the Ink Cartridge
—notloose in the barrel, When
you wantto fill the pen, you sim-
ply stip in a new ink cartridge—
22,000 word supply ofink. And
how the John Hancock Pen does
write! See your dealer.

POLLOCK PEN COMPANY
Boston, U. S, A.

terial on December 11 can obtain it

for students in Course IV, who shouild
obtain material from Professor W. H.
Lawrence, Rogers Building. It is ar-
ranged by Courses and Years. Give
your Course, Year, and Name in ap-
plying for it.

UNDERGRADUATE

The night editor in charge of the
next issue of THE TECH is G. I. Ash-
worth, telephone Winchester 609-J.
All matters concerning the issue
should be referred to him.

All men who are going on the
Christmas trip of the Outing Club
are to meet in the mnorth hall of
Walkker on December 16 from 12:30 to
1 o’clock.

All misfit uniforms of the students
of the advanced R. O. T. C. are to be
returned at once to Major Putney in

room 3-310.

in Information Office, 10-100, excent/)

The final cuts have not been made
and will not be made until the re-
hearsals have heen under way for
some time. If any men feel that they
have not been given a fair tryout, a
second one may be arranged by seeing
E. P. Dunlaevy ’24, stage manager.
Practically all of the men who have

been retained have had some experi-|§

ence either in Tech Shows of the past
or elsewhere, and the Tech Show
management is confident that this
year’s cast of characters will certainly
equal those of the best of the former
shows.

WANDERING GREEKLS

Arc asked to leave their
names and the names of their
fraternities and former col-
leges in the Information Office
before Janunary 15,

STYLE 852,
Black Viking Calf Oxfords, box
toes, leather soles ...

$ 1 2.90

Al varience with the foregoing illustration, we
present also the following, on same Haig Last:

STYLE 849,
$ 1 3.65

Tan Grain Oxfords, soft toes, per-
forated tips and vamp seams,

Special 12¢9; discount to Tech students, listed in the Tech

Catalogue.

Icather soles ..
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