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MENTAL MEDIOCRITY

(From the McGill Daily)
A university is an institution which

exists fundamentally for the advance-
ment of learning and as such it should
have no nooks or crannies for dormant
mentalities or dead-wood personalities.
And, rightly so. Students are essen-
tially those who are in search of
knowledge and in order to be success-
ful must be in possession of keen, ac-
tive minds which do not hesitate to
tackle the most difficult problems witl
tenacity and perseverance.

That famous essayist, Michael de
Montaigne, described this idea of men-
tal adventure, as only a great genius
can, when he wrote: "No generous
mind can stop in itself;. it ever makes
claims and goes beyond its strength;
it has sallies beyond its effects; if it
does not advance and press forward,
and retire and drive home, and recoil
upon itself and turn about, it is but
half alive." In other words, Mon-
taigne realized that there are minds in
existence which live from day to day
in a comatose state; and that the
owners of such minds suffer from men-
tal lethargy, which terminates only
when they pass out of this existence
into the indefinite eternity.

But there is yet another aspect to
this problem of mental adventure.
When once we have left the land of
peaceful ignorance there is no return.
We must either keep striving -for fur-
ther truth and knowledge, trying to
overcome the most serious of prob-
lems and trying to conquer in every
mental struggle, or we must admit
defeat-acknowledge ourselves beaten
and the captives of our mental foes.
As Edward Dowden, in an essay on
Montaigne, so aptly says: "We cannot
return to the simple state of the peas-
ant; having once eaten of the insane
root which ravages the brain with the
disease of speculation, we can heal
our malady only by pursuing problems
that harass us until we have solved
them or ascertained that they are in-
soluble. A hasty agnosticism is, in-
deed, treason against the intellect of
man."

Thus we see that we are confronted
1-.s r 1+- 7neirazr rnilcq nflvanee
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Our varsity skaters have had numez'

ous opportunities afforded them in the

way of expert coaching and suitable

surface for practice, but with all this

the freshman team has been sorely

neglected.
The only way in which good material

may be utilized to the best advantage

is to give it plenty of chance to work.

In the past, the freshmen have been

left to their own initiative in regard

to practice and coaching with the in-

evitable result that little progress has

been made. This year, it has been

suggested that the boat house be

kept open for the benefit of Institute

skaters who may want to go on the

river and to afford a more attractive
place for the freshmen to practice.

As a matter of fact the river does

not offer a suitable surface for the
yearlings to practice on, first of all

because the elements interfere too
often and secondly, because there are

no side boards from which the elusive
puck may rebound.

The tennis courts would provide a

much better place for the freshmen

to carry on, though here, too, the

weather must be reckoned with. In
any event, if the freshman hockey

team is to be looked out for the time
to act is now, before a heavy snow-

fall.
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olpin'ions'e'xplressed in-the editorial columns, Good ainLavstweek., uaut
and th e Managing r Editor for the matter which And think of all the picnics it will by ytw ant erito t f Good- Last week. ......

apand it he Mngngw coums 
farther and farther into the realms of Vie

Alpas ntheoughA comumuicaios my nind be possible to have under the trees

Althoug rqco~mmunicaationsf mtay be unsig=d ob lnted. HrthLone u-knowledge or we must stand still in |SELWYN: "Down to the Sea in Algees,

if so requested, the name of the writer must. to be planted. Here the Lounger sug- ortakswlede orwnermst stan stmi-ll iPees,

in every case. be submitted to the Editor-in- gests that some serviceable trees be oped mentalities, the half-completed Ships. Scenario by L. E. Pell.

Chief. THE TECH reserves the right, how- Rlnedistsetad some sericable trees.b u Itrcsthowesosmidel

ever, to reject unsigned communications. may not be right to indulge in a cup products of partial education. SHUBERT: "Make It Snappy." Eddie

of cocoa during the winter mornings, The latter alternative is bound to be Cantor delivers the goods.

In Charge of This Issue but it is always convenient to steal ill-fated and men who ha-.e chosen to

J an apple, or carrot, or pineapple from do this have caused disaster to fall ST. JAMES: "Shavings," a sure cure

J.P. Raml~sey, Jr ......... G. Y. Anderson, someone's property. Forbidden fruit! upon themselves and upon their fellow for the blues

Friday, December 1922 ~ And forbidden by the Institute Au- men. The reason is simple. They

Friday, December 19 , thorities. What an excellent chance are like ships that are only half con- STATE: Wallace Reid in "Clarence."

---'--- Ifor sport and a strict enforcement of strutted and when storms arise they

the police power of janitors will be do not survive. They are men living TREMONT: "Ca p tain Applejack." Pi-

FRIENDLY RELATIONS available! half in the light and half in the dark, rates and buccaneers as they appear Lw

· · · , , * possessing partly formed ideas, com- in the twentieth century.

T has been rumored that it will be But the Lounger advises his follow- ing to illogical conclusions and formu-

I impsil Bto thol ae erLoucheer advTeisest set of this lating unsound judgments. And this WILBUR: "The Bat" is still a great

impossible to hold a foanial race ers to cheer up. The first se oftis~ all the result Of Stopping off at tthe|WLU TeBt stl l

between the Harvard and Technology year's finals are not far off. There is interediate ston. be mystery.

crews this year. WVhile apparently un- wvill be familiar music in the air, and conenent sondtnerstadinate wstaichbe

avoidable, such a condition is never- Sand happy F or ha for some sta ig few of us arrive, and blissful ignor-

theless regrettable. Very cordial ath- youth. Perhaps this is anticipating an, o w we all*start.

letic relations have existed between things a bit too far in advance, and We, as students, are still in the mid-

Harvad andTechologydurin themayhap it appears bordering on the dle region and the heights of attain-

Harvard and Technology during the |limits defined as belonging to the pes able knowledge are -far distant. We

past few years. This is true parti- simistic. The Lounger always believes must remember, however, not to

cularly of the two crews, to such an in preparing for the worst. There are choose the unfortunate alternative. We O ld C olon
extent, indeed, that Technology is in- two possible attitudes to be assumed. can never attain mental ilerfection but Y

debted to Harvard~~~~~~~'s eeoiyfraOei ofe ofdent of passing alh the extent of our development depends

debted to Harrd's generosity o ur subjects Then is you do pass centirely upon ourselves. Let us take N efficient and courtec

large part of the rowing equipment it ;your subjects. Then if you do pass care that we do not stay in the mid-

nowv possesses. 
|- _ | dle region of mediocrity. ll progressive methods

It has been said that because of the PRF PERRIN OF B U TO and three oices, nveni

exacting schedule already arranged for ! NOTICES PROF. R , ,

his eight, the Crimson coach plans to FOR UNDERGRADUATES ADDRESS MASONIC CLUB different sections in Bost

have them race only on alternate! 
make the Old Coloy Tru

weeks, and so it seems, the lapse of, Professor M. L. Perrin of Bosto

relations for one year must be per- University will be the speaker at the |most desirable depository i

mitted. Technology also has a diffi- I next meeting of the Masonic Club

iTihe seventh meeting of Course 5.94, which will ,be held December 10 at

cult crew season ahead, but it would Recent Developments in Science, will 6:30 o'clock. The meeting will take OLD COLONYTRUS

be gratifying if, with the two schools be held today at 4:00 o'cloak in room the form of a dinner and in addition

so close together, and their eights row- 10-250. Professor A. H. Gill of the to the address there will be musical BOS O .

ing ailyuponthe ame iver at eastDepartment of Chemistry will speak entertainment.
ing daily upon the same river at least on "Motor Fuels and their Dangers."e tes e rin's talk

some informal contest take place. Tetpco rfso ernstl

will be "Masonry in China." He is
UNDERGRADUATE well fitted to speak on this topic as

FRESHMAN HOCKEY The first meeting of the Kentucky he held a diplomatic post in that coun-

I Club will be held December 2 at 3 try for a number of years. Because Member of Federal Resew

NDICATIONS of impending winter o'clock, at 881 Massachusetts Ave., of the interesting subject of the ad-

remind us, among other things, that Cambridge, for the purpose of organi- dress, the officers of the club expect

zation. All men from Kentucky are several of the alumni to attend the
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STOLEN
A double Lcfax note-book

turned into Supt. office Nov. 20
was claimed by a student at

one o'clock Nov. 21. This book
does not belong to him and I
ask him to returi n at least its
contents for it contains thesis
data of value only to me. My
na-me and address is in the
book.

JONATHAN BROW N, 3rd '23
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FINE ARTS: "Beggar's Opera." The
English musical play of high merits.

HOLLIS: "He Who Gets Slapped," a
splendid drama. Last week.
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you have lost nothing, and if you '
flunk you have at least had your pleas-
ures, the future be dismal. The other
attitude is to be sure you are going
to flunk eve rything. If yo u do flunk
you have satisfied yourself as to your
wisdom and farsighted qualities. You
have lost nothing. If you pass, you
are the happiest man in the world.
But you have sacrificed the moments
of de spair and nervou s tension ante-
cedent to your climatic success. There
may be othe r attitudes i n between
these extremes, but it is best to do
things right and completely when you
do them at all. The Lounger there-
fore advises every student, especially
freshmen, to train his mind along one
of the above lines of thinking. Be seri-

ous, care-free, and relevant, but don't
get the idea that the profs can't fool
you on the exams. They all can if
they want, there is no doubt about it.
Just trust implicitly in their charity.
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"The Whirl of New York" at the

Majestic reminds one of the play
"Shuffle A long." The show consists
of a variety of talents including danc-
ing, singing and neck-breaking tricks.
But the girls !-oh, how nature was
kind to them, and how kind the girls
were to the lovers of nature.

Scenes of the busy commercial life
of old New Bedford, of the life in
a stern Quaker household and of ac-
tual ,whaling on the high seas in a
square-rigger united by ,the tender
thread of romance make up a splendid

photoplay. Life on one of the famous
New Bedford whalers and the capture
of a great sperm whale by the primi-
time methods of seventy years ago

are depicted with remarkable fidelity.

At the Boston Opera House, Mlle.
Sorel and her company, representing

the Comedie Francaise, were received
with an almost unequaled enthusiasm
last Monday evening. The acting of

all who took part in "L'Adventuriere"
was of the first water, with that of
the leads standing even above the
rest. The dialogue is of course all in

French, but the acting is of such a
character that an understanding of
the words is not necessary for a com-
prehension of the play.

A recent visitor to the domestic
quarters of the Lounger, and whom
the latter showed thru, around, and
into Tech, made the usual comment on
the wonder of it all, but added that
everything still retained a semblance
of being newly created and was frigid-
ly bare. And so the Lounger had to
go thru the customary explanations
about how long it takes for a cake to
rise or a plaster cast to settle before
anything can be done to it. After-
wards, however, the Lounger was
forced into a contemplative mood,
and many wonderings surged thru his
thoughts. Surely the ground on which
Tech is lodged must have reached its
destination by this time. If it hasn't,

in another month it will be below sea
level and in the course of a few years
it will become necessary to construct
great elevators running from the roof

of the Stute to the surface of Charles
Basin. The pools called for in the
plans of the two lower courts will be
of great value to students skilled in
the art of high diving, for they won't
be obliged to choose between the
stairs and elevators. Then again, the
fountain in the main court may be
able to serve as a means of quickly
accelerated transposition to the street

above. We have all seen how a rub-
ber ball may be projected upward on
the end of a stream of water.
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FENWAY: George Arliss
Man Who Played God."
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Subscription $2.50 for the college year in
advance. Single copies five cents.

Business ollice 302 Walker Memorial.
Charles River Road. Cambridge, Mass.; busi-
ness phone University 7415. News Room, 3
Walker Memorial; news phone, University
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KEITHIS: Vaudeville with
Brice as the headliner.

MAJESTIC: Cameo revue "The Whirl
of New York."

PLYMOUTH: "Anna Christie." Wom-
an's past versus marital happiness.
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iently located in
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ust Company the
in New England.
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meeting.hockey practice is getting under way. ask-e-d-'to m--ee-t here at this time.

,r~ve Systemn

Friday, December 1, 1922THE TECH

INSTITUTE ENGINEER
UNIT LARGEST IN U. S.

The Engineer Unit of the Ad-
vanced R. O. T. C. is the largest of
any such unit in the United States,
according to a report recently re-
ceived at the Military Science Head-
quarters. There are 21 colleges hav-
ing such organizations. The nearest
competitor to the Institute is the Col-
orado School of Mines, having a total
enrollment of 65 men, while the In-
stitute unit has a membership of 109
men. In New England, the only com-
petitor is Yale University, with an
enrollment of 22 men.

,.j.riRA OVALi7. p

COLLINS & FAIRBANKS CO.

BO ;-is m

Young Men's Hats
Distinctive & Exclusive

Styles
Foreign & Domestic

Manufacture

Topcoats
Agents for

Burberry and Aquascutum
English Coats

Golf Suits
Caps Gloves Neckties

lDm k irbal i
383 WASHINGTON ST

COSOTON

AT THE THEATRES

warp
lians,
Gran
tistes
ture
wash
plain
fabri

E are the largest manu-
facturers in the world
of all-wool and cotton

Serges, Gabardines, Sici-

, Lustres, Voiles, Panamas,
ites, Poplins, Crepes, Ba-

s, etc. We also manufac-
the most complete line of
i goods known, including
i, printed, and bleached
ics, such as Crepes, Lawns,
es, Batistes, Serges, Pon-

, Taffetas, Tissues, Mulls,
ales, Cambrics, etc.

PACIFIC
MILLS

rrence, Mass. Dover, N. H.

Columbia, S. C.


