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THE STUDENT TAX

THE committee which was ap-
pointed by the Institute Com-
mittee to investigate the student tax
has recommended an increase to
$15.00 per annum, the greater part of
the increment to he devoted to athlet-
ics. The increase, while large, does
not seem excessive when the need of
more money is considered.

When the student body consisted of
less than a thousand men the teams
were few in nuniber, and a small in-
come was sufficient to support them.
Now, however, the larger number of
studenis brinzs a diversity of inter-
est and a demand for a varieiy of
sncerts. The cost of supporting them
rises out of proportion to the in-
crease in revenue from the old stu-
dent tax. A number of well-equipped
teams gives an opportunity to nearly
every man in the Institute to keep
himself in physical trim, and at the
same time to do a bit for Technol-
ogy.

Successful athletic teams bring two
big benefits to any school in addition
to the physical hetterment of indiv-
iduals: to the public, they give the
ipstitution desirable publicity, and
within the walls they tend to bring
the undergraduates into closer asso-
ciation and to develop the enthusiasm
which results in that intangible but
very real something that we call
“schoel spirit.”

A NEW BRIDGE

HE Harvard Bridge, which links
Boston and Cambridge on Massa-
chusetts Avenue, is antiquated and
madequate. It was built from 1887
vo 1891 and was opened to the public
on September 1, 1891. The designing
was the work of John A. Cheney and
the bridge 235 constricted was 2166 f1.
long and 70 ft. wide with a 150-fi.
draw. The original building cost
$511,000. Repairs have been made
upoxn the bridge from time to time in
addition to the regular upkeep which
amount to $9,000 annually. The Bos-
ton Elevated strengthened the bridge
at their expense when they made use

of it for their cars. Two years ago
the city spent $22,000 on new plank-
ing and paving, Today the bridge is
a poor structure utterly unworthy
of its position as a main avenue be-
tween two large cities. Its paving
is in bad shape, its lamp posts tot-
tering, its railings weak, and its gen-
eral appearance dilapidated. The
passing of a fiveton truck or a trol-
ley makes the whole structure rattle
like a five-vear-old Ford. ‘Thirt,
vears of constant usage are enough
to fatigue any bridge with the re-
peated stresses of varying loads and
ehanging temperatures and the Har-
vard Bridge is today weary and old
with service.

The setting of the Dbridge, the
beauty of the Charles River Basin,
and the handsome appearance of the
buildings at its heads cry out in con-
trast with its ramshackle weather-
heaten condition. There is opportun-
ity to make this part of Boston a
show spot. and a civie pride, The
construction of a great new bridge
ieading over the river to the solemn
gray pile of Technology would he in-
deed the fulfillment of an architect’s
dream, It would be also the replacing
of a tottering decrepit structure with
a safe broad avenue over the water.
How many more days and nights is
the worn-out Harvard Bridge to he
left rattling and shaking under the
constant stream of traffic and mar-
ring the most attractive part of Bos-
ton Esplanade? That is a question
which all who pride themselves in
being Bostonians should promptly an-
swer, A new bridge should be built—
a fitting structure designed to harm-
onize with its setting—an ample link
to span the Charles and connect two
cities. And when it is named we rec-
ommend, in deference to logic, that
il be called Technology Bridge.

WATCH YOUR STEP

CCASIONALLY we are obliged

to make note of the deplorable
lack of thought and consideration
which characterizes a portion of our
stiadent body. Again it is the old
question of the students’ thoughtless
ness in regard to the neatness of the
Institute buildings and grounds. Not
long ago a man was seen to delib-
erately smash one of the lamps which
border the great court and laugh at
his seeming cleverness. One who

enjoys such aecis of vandalism is
mentaliy deficient and should be dealt

with accordingly. There are, how-
ever, other cases of carelessness,
such as littering the flooers with

refuse and cutting across the lawns.
Tie latter is especially apparent on
the Walker Memorial lawn where the
athletes and others have done it so
consistenly that there is a path worn.
We are sure that this is due only to
carelessness and lack of regard for
the appearance of the grounds, and
therefore can easily be remedied
without the erection of a fence or the
nsertion of ever-reminding signs.
Pride in the appearance of our build-
ings is the first essential to proper
schicel spirit, so watch your step!

ACOUSTICS IN WALKER

Waiker Me-
the scene of

hatl of
been

HE main
morial has
many large and dignified gatherings
Besides the
regular stu&lent affairs there have

during the past year.

heen a number of other gatherings

less closely related to the student
body. The Alumni Dinner and the

Radio Bangquet during the winter arve
typical of this kind. |

Sometimes when the hall is com-
fortably filled, those at the back of
the hall, and especially those under
the balconies, have difficulty in hear-
ing the speakers. All too often it
happens that men prominent in sci-
ence and engineering are not good
orators. These men, however, are the
kind we want to come here and ad-
dress. They are an inspiration to
students in the long and sometimes
seemingly futile struggle after knowl-
edge. Our own students are often
hampered by poor delivery. It is, in-
deed, quite a task for an inexperi-
enced person to address an assembly
with any degree of efficiency. Now
hoth kinds of speakers are especial-
1y valuable to us. From them we can
teceive much, and it behooves us to
go out of our way to help themni.

Couvld not a sounding Board be huilt

for the main hall? It need be
elaborate, It should. of course, he
portable, in order not to interfere

with the ordinary uses of the hall nor
with the moving picture screen.

The labor necesgsary to set up such
a sounding board whenever a big af-
fair is {o he held would not be much
in addition to setting up the platform.

A sounding bhoard is not needed
often, but when it is needed, it is
needed badly. The initial cost need
not he large, and maintenance expens-
es would be low. By all means, let us
have an acoustic device of this sort.

KEEP THE GROUNDS NEAT

W

to make some anouncement or adver-

HENEVER a person or organ-
ization al the Institute wishea

tise some fact to the entire student
body,
to
as they go through the various en-
trances to the Institute grounds in the
This method iz no doubt
quite efficent insofar it
nlishes its purpose. The idea. how-

fhe common way to do so is

distribute circulars to the men

morning.

as accon-

ever, certainly does not tend to im-
prove the appearance of the grounds,
as these handbills are scattered every-
where by the men who receive them.

Recent examples are the notice of
the convocation and the Cosmopoli-
tan Club’s advertisement, In each case
the circular which was distributed
contained only a few words, and, &7
soon as a man read it, he threw it
away. There are some organizations
which print their information in
booklet form or on blotters so that
they will not be thrown away. Rath-
er than prohibit absolutely the dis-
tribution of any notices, it seems ad-
visable to induce all organizations to
print -their material in such form
that it will be retained by the men
who read it. This can be done by
agsessing the cost of cleaning up the
grounds to the organization respon-

sible for its appearance.

— bonds of Character

Maturity  Yield
E. I. Du Pont de Nemours 732s...1931

Libby, McNeil & Libby 7s

Milwaukee EL Ry. & Lt. Co. 7%s..1941

Republic of Chile 8s

Ask for etrculars TM I8

Coburn, Kittredge & Co.

Investments
10 State Street Boston 9, Mass.
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Scott’s
Business Suits

RAY tweeds, herring-bones
and new

To the Editor:

It is generally conceded that the
Institute occupies a unique place in
the ranks of educational institutions.
It hus the obligation to supply to the
business and commercial world the
material fiom which the captains of
industry and many of the future lead-
ers in serious thought are to be
molded.

Men who aspire to fill these chosen
plices must be ones who can rise to
great emergencies and act on them
adequately, This can only be accom-
plislied by men who have a sufficient- | [

attractive mix-
tures, Unfinished worsteds in
light and dark grays — small
neat checks and pencil stripes.
Some patch pockets and lightly

Hined or skeleton lined.

Splendid quality fabrics
Priced $50 to $85

3483 Washinglon Street, Boston

It is with the purpose of ulrimately

Iv broad outlook on life in general .

and business life in particular to M gre,

grasp the meaning of these emer- LIMITED ”’WM
gencies,

giving that bread outlook that an at-

tempt is being made to organize at
Technology a real chib for the devel
opment of an informed and not u
formed or unformed student opinion
on the many vital matters that caon-
front the nation.

Many bave stated that such an or-

Murray Taxi Service is

passed in Cambridge.

mand at fair prices.
elsewhere. Tel. Cambridge 250-W

nnsn
Franklin and
Peerless limousines are at your com-
Why send

T-

ganization would of necessity be =
ritdical one, as it must pe such to at-
tract the right type of man. That is »
fallacy, lor there is nothing so detri-
mental to the welfare of such a club
as the subservience to any *“isms”.
The club must be one that will not
attempt o unduly influence or mold
stwdent opinioun directly. If it suc-
ceeds, by bringing heve to Technologv
the leaders in thought and industry
who will give to it all sides of tho
manyv questions that we are con-
fronted with, and answer frankly anx
guestions that it mway have in re-
gard to these questions. and then
leave the solutions of these problema
to the students, the club shall have
many {imes over justified its right o
existence,

The wufter-war extremism has lefi
the liberal stranded and has thrown
iimn into direpute. It should be the
function of a Liberal Club to bring
back to the word “Jiberal™ its reat
significance of cpenmindedness ane!
independence of thought.

DAVID LASSER 24,

Robert A. Boit & Co.
40 Kilby Strei

Boston

INSURANCE

OF
ALL KINDS

M hamberlain

Grade
Straws

Specialized

Vyse English Sennits ....6.50
Battersby English Sennits. .5.00
A Royal Luxury Sennits ....5.00

2 STORES*WASHINGTON ST.
311 Opposite the Old South Church
659 Gayety Theatre Building
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