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SACRIFICE

E have not yet so far forgotten the World War that we
fail to accord instant sympathy and honor to 2 man crip-
pled or blinded in battle overseas. No one with decency

can fail t6 do so—his sacrifice is so obvious. A man who enlisted
and thereby seriously interfered with his career by surrendering
a promising position which he has been unable to regain, is also
deserving of honor and respect—his sacrifice, though less evident,
was still great, and he lacks the tribute of sympathy which is
extended his wounded comrade. Both, however, have this in com-
mon:. they made their high resolve in an hour of National emo-
tion when even the weak and selfish may be swayed into a high-
minded, self-forgetting act.

Most of those who are now underclassmen were foo young to
enlist. The Government, however, requires their service in
another fashion—it requires of those who attend land-grant col-
leges a few hours of training in order that when the next emerg-
ency arises, they may be at least partially fitted to meet it. In
return, the Government assists to maintain the school, giving the
Institute an annual income upon an amount equal to about $400
for each student now required to attend military instruction. The
Government further offers military scholarships of about $220 to
upperclassmen who prove themselves fit for commissions.

In return, the Government asks completion of only a small
amount of training. It is true that it takes a little time and ef-
fort, and that there is no personal glory attached to it. Neither
was there much personal glory for the buck private who went
over the top in a bayonet charge to kill or be killed. He at least
was a MAN: —knowing the country’s need, he offered every-
thing he had. Of the student, the government asks far less —
a little time! a little thought. .. .is it so much? We could not all
go overseas to mix in great adventures, but we all know in our
own hearts whether we are earnestly and willingly and sincerely
responding to this call which the country makes upon us —a call
which is next to nothing compared with what has been required
of some four million fellow-citizens. There may have been some
excuse for the “SLACKER” from the War —he was called to
endure an infinitely harder trial. There can be no excuse for the
man who proves himself a “SLACKER” when he is asked for so

little.

UNDERGRADUATE ACTIVITIES
SUSPENDED FOR ENTIRE WEEK

The decision to eliminate all activ-
ities, other than of a purely studious
nature until a week from yvesterday,
means the probable cancellation of a
swimming meet scheduled with the
University of Pennsylvania for next
Saturday night, a Dormitory Dance at
Walker on Friday and another plan-
ned by the Technology orchestra for
the following night, as well as Tech
Show rehearsals, hockey games, and a
number of other activities of a varied
nature,

. All undergraduate activities, with
the exceplion of the regular Institute
-exerciges, will be suspended at Tech-
nology until Menday, January 26.
This announcemeni was made last
Friday, following a meeiing of the
Txecutive Committee of the Institute
Committee, at which it was decided
to take this action as a mark of
respect to the memory of Dr. Mac-
laurin, :

NEWSPAPERS LAUED
LATE PRESIDENT

All Greater Boston Dailies Com-
ment at Length on Our Iire-
parable Loss — Praise His
Scholarly Achievements

A NOBLE LIFE, ALL AGREE

Al]l of the Greater Bosion news-
papers have commented editoriaily on
the death of our late President Mae-
laurin. Among the most noteworthy
of these are those appearing in the
Boston Herald and the Boston Trans-
cript. Both papers have spoken of
D, Maclaurin as one of the greatest
educators in the United States as well
as one of the foremost genilemen and
scholars.

The tollowing editerial, under the
title “President Maclaurin, the Man”
ccmmenting on the death of Dr, Mac-
laurin, appeared in the Boston Herald
o: January 17, 1920:

Richard Cockburn Maclaurin
had a genius for accomplishment,
Quiet and unassuming, he dis-
played great gqualities without
either ostenstation or eccentri-
city., He grappled with unac-
customed problems of finance and
such was hig facility of assimila-
tion that he quickly became
skilled in matters of financial ad-
ministration. His keen sense of
humor was suspected only by his
intimates. His training and ex-
perienice in Great Britain, New
Zeland and the United States gave
him a cosmopolitan quality that
carried him over and through
many- obstacles and perplexities;
some have declared that quality
to have been “his salvation.”

His fellow.workers in Technol-
ogy's cause soon ijearned to re-
spect him, and their respect deep-
ened jnto affection and quickened
into enthusiasm. When he came
here a stranger they found him
a most sympathetic listener, ab-
sorbing their views rapidly,
reticent as to his own, yet never
giving offence by his silence.
Seeming to have had compara-
tively little business experience,

-at Tech he. was surrounded by
men whoge forte was finance; yet
within a year they were saying
capped by his lack of familiarity
that he thought finance as though
he were a financier by profession,
He reached Boston by way of
Scotland, Cambridge University
and a “down.under land,” know-
ing little of America, and it was
supposed that he would be handi-
capped by his lack of familiarityt
with the country and the city,
yet in a short time he seemed to
know everything and everybody.

He could “reach’ men. “Inacces-
sible” New York business men re-
ceived him and after an interview
liked him and did what he asked.
He had the knack, the art, of skil-
fui letter writing. His letters,
never too long, always shrewdly
diplomatic, yet definite and point-
ed, often induced ‘“big men” to
change their minds even when
the alteration raeant much trouble
and expense, He was direct in
his methods. In Washington when
he was serving the govern.
ment in war times they told him
he never would be able to get
to Secretary Baker, even though
his subject was important, and he
did not see the secretary, for
Mr. Baker was ocut of the city;
Dr . Maclaurin then  quietly
amazed his associates by going
to the White House and at
luncheon discussing and settiing
his problem.

When he came to Tech great
things were contemplated, He
grasped the vision at once, made
the vision his own, expanded ji,
and then {ived for it for 10 years.
He spared not himself. Never
rugged, it was fTeared that he
might break down at critical
periods of his gampaigns. Right
through last summer he toiled,
spending four days a week in
town, and traveling to the ex.
treme north of New Hampshire
to spend a few hours with his
family. He did not always have
his- own way, but when a confer-
ence decided against his hopes he
would withhold his objections
and lcave them all unsuspeicting,
unless he were gure the time was
ophortune for a test,

He was a lovable and able man.

The entire country laments him,

Evening ‘Transcript
editorial
about the late President Maclaurin on
January 16, 1920:

The Boston

published the following

For ail the shotk of sudden.
ness and for all the pain of swift

and heavy loss inflicted upon this
community and upon the whele
world of education by the death
of President Richard €. Mac-
laurin, still jn these very qualities
of the event there s, if not a
softening of the blow, then an
almost epic ennoblement of it
The great presidents of the Mas.
sachusetts Institute of Technol.
ogy have all died in harness, Teo
its founder and first president,
William Barton Rogers, the call
came, on May 30, 1882, without a
moment’s warning,. It is true that
for a brief time before, he had
laid aside the formal cares of the
school's headship) yet he died in
the very midst of a Commence-
ment Day address to students im-
mediately his own, reared duting
his administration. $So in 1897
came also the death of that other
foremost man amonhg the In.
stitute's presidents, Francis

Amasa Walker, in the full swing"r

and toil of his service, and in the
same bleak first days of Janu
ary that are at present returned
to us. And now Richard Cock.
burn Mactlaurin, the only other
man whose.record entitied him to
a place beside Rogers and Walk.
er ijn the absoclute forefront of
Technology's annals, has taken his
place beside them indeed, both
in the manner of his going and
in the height of his honor.

It were folly to attempt any
comparison amaong these three
meh. Without the contribution:
made by both Rogers and Walker,
the story of the most recent
years at Technclogy iohviously
could not have been written as
it has been, even by the master
hand of a Maclaurin. The dramatic
sailing of the harge that bore the
Institute’s sixth president and his
faculty, togethen with thesir
charter and great seal, across the
River Charles oh a summer's
night of 1916, wouid have beem
but a futile voyage had it not car

ried as freight also the accumu- -

lated experience and repute of a
generation of labor and progress
in technical education. The vast
buildings on the Cambridge side
of the river would have been
empty indeed, had there not been
at hand, as there was, a great
store of finely established tradi-
tion wherewith to fill them, Yet
even the preservation and main-
tenance of these intangible riches
were largely the work of Dr. Mac-
laurin in the critical opening years
of his leadership. He came to the
Institute in 1909 at a time when
their very survival, and certainly
their prestige, were at stake. He

husbanded them and he in.
creased them. And more ‘than
any other one man he con-

tributed first to clear comprehen.
sion of the vision of the shining
new home where they were to
be housed and given great new
opportunities of service, and then
to the actual realization of that
vision in the stone and concrete,
the mortar and steel, of the spien-
did plant on the Charles.

The fame and force of the
schoo| as a teaching institution
having been saved and strength-
ened, its material reconstruction
having been largely accomplished,
still there was to be no rest for
its purposeful president. The
financial demand of the In-
stitute’s future were pressing for
supply with an urgency almest

-eminous. Upon Dr. Maclaurin felt

a principal part of the responsi-
bility for meeting them. Of the
farsightedness and the fine ¢com-
petence which he brought to this
task, the news of the montn, tesi-
ing of the complete success of
the financial programme which
Technology set itself, has pro-
vided the best possible evidence,
Of the effort and energy expend.-
ed upon it by Dr. Maclaurin the
news of today has shown the
measure. They have cost him his
life., Mo sacrifice upon the altar
of any cause ever was more di-
rect, no death ever more plainly
the result of overfatiguing, even
though victorious battle by a de-
voted leader. Side by side with
Rogers and Walker, on a level
higher, if anything, than the high
position they occupy, this Com.
monwealth and ail the education-
al world will hold, in sorrow now,
in enduring pride throughout the
future, the memory of the sixth
president of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Dr. Rich-
ard Cockburn Maclaurin, phy-
sicist, lawyer and administrator,
intimately associated at wvarious
periods in his career with the
academic life of  three conti-
nents, stif-sacrificing guide of
America's greatest scientific
school to what promise to be its
greatest years.

=

NOTICE TO ALUMN) —=

Copies of this edition of TH
TECH as well as Saturday's e
ition covering the annual pjy,
dinner will be sent to every fop, E
student of Technology, o

The culmination of PFESidem!
Maclaurin’s werk was inh conpe =
tion with the Educational Endowjj
ment Fund and it is felt thay 2=
Technology men will desire 1, =
ceive his final message whigh waghh

read at the dinner.
[

PRESIDENT'S ENTIRZ CAREER
SPARKLED WITH VERSATILT

(Continued from page 1)

ATTRER

formal invitation was sent to hip
accepted upon the condition that
be allowed to finish out the yeyy E—
Columbia, and on June 7, 1908 he v
inangurated as Technology's heag

elaborare exercizes in  Symphypm
Hall. i

Assumed Presidency of Technolu.

When Dr. Maclaurin assumeg t}ﬁ
presidency of the Institute he wam
just past his thirty-ninth birthday, [l
his inaugural address he said (hat tti
end of education is to fit men 1y dpi
with the affairg of life honestly, ;
telligently, and efficiently. Ha 3
that science and culture shoulq
hand in hand, and that the schdg
should preserve in its students ih=
fregshness and vigor of youth. and tE
see that the natural powers of injja
tive are improved and not check
by the school.

Buiit Up Loyalty of Alumni E
In the early days of his admini
tration he said that the great nec
of Technology was money. He voicoll
the hope of a- splendid future for thig
Institute, and said that the schod
needed increased equipment of buileE
ings and appliances, He attach
great importance to the building
of loyalty to the Institute among i
alumni. In this endeavor he was o
markably successful. One of
first manifestations of his succesg
was a gift of half a miliion dolIE
by T. Coleman DuPont "84 toward thE
purchasing of a new site for tb.
school in Cambridge. The alumpm
backed up the President admirably i
his campaign for building funds a
under his able direction the ne

hiaiblas

buildings of the Institute were ereci
ed. ¥
Discovered “Mr, Smith"
In 1912 Dr. Maclaurin visil

George . Eastman, the “Kodak Kings
of Rochester, N. Y. Mr. Eastmaib
lieved that Technology bad only
embrace its destiny to rise to a pisge
tion of great usefulness. Toward IIE
building project, announced in Mart
1912 Mr. Eastman gave $2,500,000 anlE
during the process of construction IE
the buildings he gave an additiongg
million. He had requested that b
identity he kept a secret as he wa
ed to avoid fuss and notoriety. U=
der his own name, in June, 1916 M
Eastman made a gift of $300,000 t
ward machinery for chemical engd
eering training, ‘These Dlus subs
gquent gifts, including the one he IS
cently made when his name was (i
closed make a total of $11,000,000 thdll
he hags given to the Institute, -

SIMPLEST CEREMONIES MARK o
FUNERAL OF DR. MACLAURI

{Continued from page 1)

only music, using Handel's Lavs0 &g
the expression of that breaking of {
silver cord of life which all were fe=
ing. After a simple invecation, D=
Gordon offered the words of !
Twenty-Third Psalm as the consc/Em
tion and help of the occasion.
simple words of devotion he showg
that the greatest thing is love, 8¢
er even than life itself. Tove %
pressed in humble Christiah der=
tios and in honest service S?em-
greater than the giving wp of life. 3
In his closing prayer, Dr. Corl@E
commended the wife and mothel g
tho tender sympathy and care of &5
the creators of the Institute, s
asked for the children, life's hﬂ!
opportunities, T
The simple service closed with fi
congregational singing of i
For all the saints who from thell -
bors rest,
Who thee by faith before the wo
confessed, y
name, O Jesus, be f0r€
blessed,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah!t =
Presen
Many Notables ”-

All the seats on the floor 0 tili
church were reserved for the gg —
student body, the faculty M‘fl t 1
structing staff, representatives =
other institutions and gocieties ei
alumni and members of the COOPEIE

Thy

tion. Te

The group of honorary pal]beaw
were men of distinguished 8¢ !
plishment, those who had beett

co-laborerg in creating

(Continued on page 1) E

the great




