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PROM DIFFICULTIES

OME dissatisfaction with the conduct of the sign-up cam-
'Y paign seems to have arisen out of the disappointment which

many Juniors have met in tryiag to subscribe too late for the
Prom. Many of the Juniors whose applications were received after
the limiting number was reached are disposed to blame the Prom
Committee on, the score that their applications were forestalled by
those of freshmen, who should not have been given preference.

As a matter of fact, blame for the present tight situation is
to be laid to the unprecendented.rush for places, and not to any
negligence of mistike on the part of the Committee. Previuus
Committees whose rules excluded freshmen from the Prom have,
as in the case of the Class of 1915, found themselves unable to
pay expenses; and as the Prom Committee is in itself responsible
for deficits caused by its own action, the present Committee could
not have been expected to repeat such a measure. A canvassing
campaign had been planned for the Prom sign-ups, but due to the
unexpected demand for reservations the list was made up before
the campaign was even scheduled to begin. The Committee, upon
its own initiative, made arrangements to extend the accommoda-
tions, making room for fifty more than in former years. The ex-
tra fifty places were swallowed up like the others.

' Seemingly the best way out of the difficulty, in view of the
increased interest in Junior Week activities, would be a separate
affair for the 1920 men, whose present reservations for the Prom
might be transferred to waiting Juniors. A plan like this was
carried out by the 1917 Class in the freshman year, and was suc-
cessful in preventing dissatisfaction and crowding, as well as pro-
ductive of representative gatherings. It is not too late for the
freshmen to withdraw and plan an affair of their own.

SWING INTO LINE

ACIFISTS will not be denied their inning. The Socialists

P declare that military preparedness is unnecessary; men of
the like of Bryan and La Follette are doing their best to

hamper the President in his noble attempts to uphold the dignity
of the Nation; in the student world the Collegiate Anti-Militar-
ism League, and societies similar to the Harvard Union for Amer-
ican Neutrality are adding a weakly howl to the barely recog-
nized maelstrom the peace-at-any-price adherents are trying to
create. It is certainly elevating and sublime to imagine a world-
wide peace. War is at its best to be considered a constructive
agent only in the light that the victors may enjoy the benefits to
be derived in after years from rejuvenation of race and expansion
of territory. The gentlemen who attach themselves to the prin-
ciples of the pacifists are to be congratulated for entertaing these
inspiring thoughts, but aside from this they are wilfully disre-
garding conditions as they exist. When the blow descends, as
we have every reason to believe that it will, “the backsliders of
this class will realize that “none are so blind as those who will
not see.”

The leadership of Woodrow Wilson has inspired the major-
ity of citizens to believe in the methods he proposes. In such a
crisis as he faces at the beginning of his second term he should
have the unbiased support of ALL who would be known as Amer-
icans. Let the pacifists and their brothers take to heart the words
of President Wilson that—

. ... “it is imperative that we should stand together.

We are being forced into a new unity amidst the fires that

now blaze throughout the world, In their ardent heat we

shall, in God’s providence, let us hope, be purged of fac-

tion and division, purified of the errant humors of party

and of private interest and shall stand forth in the davs

to come with a new dignity of national pride and spirit.

Let each man see to it that the dedication is in his own

heart, the high purpose of the nation in his own mind,

ruler of his own will and desire.”
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COMMUNICATION .

To the Edifor 6f The Tech.
Dear Sir:—

I have read the various communicy-
tions in your publication during "the
past two or three-weeks regarding “I”
Ingignia. T was rather amused 4t the
first™ article, but subsequently when it
really developed into.a serious discus-
sion in your igsues of Feb, 19 and 21,
* “sot up_gnd took notice,” and it did
rot take such an awful lot of perspic
uity, knowing him .as I do, to guess
who the “amusing little cuss? (as the
late Artemms Ward would say), who

J threw a javelin and found it to be a

boomerang, as evidenced by his more
recent communications. I wrote fo
N. E. verTell, and he replied, “It is the
rurpose of the same-to arouse interest
in athletics.” He telephoned me that
as a result five or six men had come
and your editor tells me today that
twelve men have come out within the
last two or three weeks (possibly who
may not have done so otherwise}.

Now a few words as to the origina-
tion of the “T” and the original rules
regarding same which are in a general
way as follows:

In 1898 the Advisory Council on
Athleties was established, and immedi-
ately or soon atfter, there arcse the
question of granting an insignia to men
proficient in certain sports which were
carried on at that time.

The first discussion was primarily on
the question of whether different kinds
or styles of “I’s” should be granted
for different sports. .

The Advisory Council on Athletics at
that {ime discussed the question for
one whole winter (and I think it was
ot possibly finally settled until two
winters) as fo just what we should
have for a “T>

Primarily, it seemed that the matter
of granting ditferent styles of “T’s”
should be relegated to the rear, al-
though at that time the majority of
the colleges in the country gave, for
instance, an old English “T* for Track,
2 Roman “T" for Football, an Arabie
“T* for Tennis, etc. In connection with
the granting of a degree by the Insti-
tute, it seemed to the Advisory Coun-
c¢il on Athletics, that as we granted
cnly one “S.B,” that if any man was
proficient in any athletic sport he
should be granted equal athletic in-
gignia. The guestion, therefore, of hav-
ing different styles of letters for omne
sport compared with another, etc, was
considered adversely,

Further, the question of granting dif-
ferent sizes of “T’s” was similarly
thrown down, and also the question of
whether a cardinal “T” on a gray
ground, or a gray “T” on a red ground
should' represent some particular sport,
was also considered as not compatible
with Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology ideas as to preeminence in any
line. Any man who was' considered
good enongh to get a “T” should have
a “T” of one ecertain, distinct charac-
teristic, and nothing else.

Now, in order to win a “T,” what
should be the primarily consideration?
There is but one answer to my mind
to this question and that is INDIVID-
UAL EXCELLENCE, What is the fur-

ther answer to this question? Individ- .

ual excellence is shown more particu-
larly by competition on the track tham
in any other sport.

In 1911, the Advisory Council on
Athletics published a book termed
“Athletic Rules and Regulations”
which have been more or less modified
since that time in small details, but
not in prineiple. I will not attempt to
rehearse the details of these rules ex-
cept to state that they preseribe a car-
dinal “T” of definite design,~—to win-
ners of points at the annual meet of
the N.E.L C A A orI. C_A. A. A,
A, to scoring members of a winning
cross country team at the annual run
of both of the above associations, and
to any man making twelfth place, or
better, at the L-C. A. A, A, A, or
eighth place, or better, at the N. E. I.
C. A A, run. Further, to the partici-
pants, semi-finals in singles, or finals
in the doubles, of the N. E. Inmtercol-
legiate Lawn Tennis Association, of the
L C. A A A A, Lawn Tennis Asso-
elation. Also, to members of a win-
ning relay team at the B. A. A. annual

indoor ygames, making better than’
three minutes ten seconds for 1.560
vards.

Further, that the Advisory Couneil
might at its discretion award a “T® to
a man makidg first or second in a fri-
angular meet, or first in a dual meef,

(Continued on page 3)

™,

o

Copley Square Branch, 579 Boyiston Street |

Massachusetts Avenue Branch, Cor. Mass. Ave
and Boylston Street

Interest allowed on deposits of $300 and over

~ State Strest Trust Gompany -
R Hain Office o
33 State Street -

e ——.

a4 mountain o’

Velvet smoke.

MOUNTAIN tops can’t be
L seenin amist. An’ many

pears in a cloud ¢’

131

trouble disap-

T

% LR ROW
fg)nn ]:if, CO LLARS

are curve cut_tofit the
ool po
Cluett, Peabody &7Corlne Makers

Telephone Beach 2041, 2043

LONBAADY 1NN

(Hetel)
Boylston Place (Near Colonis) Theatre

OPEN TILL MIDNIGET

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Luncheon du Jour, 11.30 to 2,50
' Table @’Hote Dinner, 5 to 830
A 13 Carte All Day )
"7 Strictly Ttalian Cuisine
Complete Wine List
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The Advantages We Offr

An efficient and courteous organization,
progressive methods, large resources and three
offices, conveniently located in different sec-
tions of Boston, combine to make the Old Colony
Trust Company the most desirable depository in

New England.

.. Capital and Surplus ..... $ 12,000,000
Total Deposits over ......

Qe [elony st [Smpany’

17 COURT STREET
BOSTON

52 TEMPLE PLALCE

125,000,000

222 BOYLSTON 5.

|

FORMERLY AT GARRISON HALL

E. A. MAYNARD

HAS OPENED A FIRST-CLASS BARBER SHOP NEAR THE DORMS
- NOW IN THE KNOTT BUILDING ON AMES ST,




