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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 191%

A STIR IN ATHLETICS

FEXHE agitation for the revision of the Advisory Council Con-
stitution relative to the granting of insigmia will not be set-
tled until a decided expression of opinion is crystalized from

the arguments of the pros and cons. As the situation now exists

the six-inch varsity “T” may be awarded to members of the track,|

hockey, wrestling and tennis teams which present creditable rec-
ords, the bestowal of the honor being arbitrary by the Council.

" The swimming team has, within the past three years, made a
record that is unimpeachable, and in accordance with the custom
in parallel cases where such an attainment has been rewarded by
granting the varsity “T,” the same action should in all fairness be
extended to include this comparatively new branch of Institute
athletics. But, if a special form of letter comes into use in all
sports up to the time any one sport graduates into a class which
maintains a uniformly high standing, the emblem of all the less
perfected teams should have the same form and degree of honor.
The “T” would be a mark of honor whether or not enclosed in a
circle as proposed by one communicant; it would not }ose dignity
by being so modified, and in our opinion the communicant taking
this view has missed the essential point of the matter.

The issues involved are the settlement of what is a major, and
what is a minor sport, and, if distinction is to be made, what type
of letter shall be chosen. The numerous communications received
on the subject indicate that it would be fitting for the Institute
Committee to resolve the affair by calling for a vote through the
issuance of printed bailots.

Two things that should not be slighted by the students who
are keenly aware of their duties as students are the support of the
annual yvear-book, Technique, and, in addition for the Seniors, the
payment of class dues and selection of classmates to arrange for a

Class Day without a regret.

In the field of transient flutterings of a student body aroused
by unusual circumstances, it will be interesting to note the result
of the recent petition of the Andoverians that military work may
be compulsory drili for the remainder of the year.

COMMUNICATIONS

To, the Editor of The Tech.
Tiear Sir:

In the Friday issue of The Tech,
vhder the heading of “Communication,”
is an unsigned letter, in which the
writer intimates that Track, as the
most consistent performer of all ath-
letic activities, should be the only one
to have the heonor of a “T” bestowed
upon its supporters. As each activit
will in all probability answer this
communieation, 1 shall devote myselt
entirely to the cause of the Swimming
Team.

In her swimming team, Technology
has a team which for fwo years has
Feen absolutely unbeaten, and at that
she bas met some of fhe best teams
the Eastern collezes aflford. For these
last two seasons the team has been

composed of practically the same men,
some of whom have even supported th-
team for the full three years of its ex-
istence.

Next year’s team will, unless unfor-
geen circumstances permit, lose none of
the men who at present represent it.
What other Institute team of recent
years ecan beast of such a victorious
record? What other team has had
fourteen successive victories? I am
afraid it would be hard work to find
sueh a team amomg those which the
Imstitute puts inte the field,

Are not these men, who have brought

nothing but glory to Technolozy,
worthy of the honor of the *T"? To
say that Travy, by its consistency,

should be the only activity to obtain
straicht “T’s” is selfish and ridiculous
A major sport should be that sport
which can give prestige and henor te
the TInstitute. The career of the
Swimming Team is marked bv no =

called fluctuations, and as things poir

e
it will not B& marked by any fluctua-
tions. We have wmnaterial enough for a.
good team until the Class of 1920 is
graduated. o .
Anyone thinking this over cannot
fail to recognize the justjc'e of it. -
- PAUL .D. SCHEELINE.

To the Editor of The Tech.

Dear Sir:—I bave noticed with in-
terest and some amusement the rather
startling ecommunication in regard to
insignia. which appeared in the last is-
sue of your paper.

The author of this article, who, by
the way, does not give his name, very
arbitrarily announces that the insignia
given to the minor teams should be a
four-inckr “T” surrounded by a "circle.
If the gentleman intends making the
ermblem “of the Institute ridieulous, I
know of no better way in which he
may succeed. What student at Tech-
nology would care to wear such a bulls-
eye as he suggests? As an:ipitiation
costume, it would undoubtedly be orig-
inal, but as a reward for faithful serv-
ice to the college, it becomes ridiculous.
If we are to have fandiful designs in
ingignia, I beg to suggest that the four-
inch’ “T” with an integral sign beside
it would be more appropriate.

If this were my only quarrel with
the mysterioug writer of the communi-
cation, T should not have taken the
trouble to answer him, as I feel sure
that the majority of the students in

‘the Institute will see how ludicrous his

suggested insignia would be. I take ex-
ception to his absolute neglect of the
personal side of the question. Any man
who goes out and comsistently works
for athletics at Technology, regardless

of what braneh it may he, certainly de-

serves some insignia which at least-is
not suggestive of a shooting gallery;
and when & group of such men form a
team and consistenily defeat all op-
ponents, they should be given some
mark . of distinction. The Advisory
Council have, rightly I think, made
provision for such cases in reserving
the right to grant the six inch “T” to
championship minor teams.

There is little enough interest in
athleties at the Institute without re-
dueing it still further by making ridi-
cule the reward for fadthful effort in
a given sport. Let us continue to main-
tain the high standard of the “T”; let
the restrictions on minor sports ve-
main as they are; but above zll, let us
not wipe out all interest in other ath-
leties by making track the only sport
in which the six-inch “T” can be won.

LUCIUS T. HILL.

The Editor of The Tech.

Dear Bir:—Today’s discussion in The
Tech brings up for discussion a subject
which is at present very hazy and in-
definite. The award of insignia to the
various Institute teams by the Advis-
ory Council rarely arouses interest in
the general student body, because the
conditions of awarding such insignia
are vague and not well known, and
other than in special cases where there
is agitation for special awards of “Ts,”
such awards are” harvdly discussed by
the general student body. There is no
doubt that much of the value of ath-
letic insignia lies in the homor which
such an award is thought to carry with
it, and if the student body as a whole
is not interested in the award of in-
signia, the wvalue of such awards be-
comes very small, and the prospect of
winning a qualified letter is not the in-
ducement it should be,

It has been recommended that the
so-called minor sports be awarded a
“T* in a circumseribed circle, if their
record is sufficiently good to warrant it,
it may be argued against this that the
cirele is used merely to depreciate this
insignia in comparison with the siraight
letter, and that it really does not rep-
resent anything; that the cirele serves
the same purpose as the present quali-
fying letters without identifying the
letter as that won in any particular
sport, T should like to make the sug-
gestion instead that a straight “T” per-
haps of smaller size or different shape
than the present Varsity “T,” and dis-
tinetive of each team, be awarded for
especially good records in any sport, or
better still, for victories over certain
teams which are met annuall¥, and arve
of equal strength with those of the In-
stitute. Less successful teams would
be awarded the old imsignia for their
respective sports.

Sueh an arrangement would leave the
Track insignia as the highest to be got-
ten in Institute athletics, possibly with
a provision that other teams may be
brought to the same rank by continued
excellence a sufficiently long period, as
suggested by “Nevertell” 1 believe,
however, that if each team were grant.

{Continued on page 3)
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Franklin P. Winston Co.

14 MILK STREET

ANNUAL
Mark Down Sale
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Men’s Fine Shoes

Many of the shoes Will be sold at less than incoming
goods of equal value will cost. ‘ :

Tan and Black High Shoes, $7.50 value ........... $5.50
Tan and Black High Shoes, $9.00 value ........... $6.50
" Tan Lacéd Boots, $9.00 value .....ccivvnesraeean, $7.00
Tan and Black High Shoes, $10.00 value .......... $8.25
Tan and Black High Shoes, $12.00 value .......... $9.25
Tan and Black High Shoes, $14.00 value ..........$10.75

NETTLETON SHOES have been the standard of
highest quality - for years—they are absolutely reliable.
Anticipate your wants and buy now. Prices will he higher.

4 MILK STREET, BOSTON

Just Below Old South Church

PERFECT gentleman ain’t pro-
duced by g night’s study over
an etiquette book. Same way with

AT

a perfect tobacco.

VELVET is aged inthe
wood two years before
it becomes the smooth-
est smoking tobacco.
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“WHEN IN NEED OF TRUST
COIPANY SERVICE CONSULT
THE OLD COLONY”

R SINGLE BANK WITH THREE OFFICES
IN DIFFERENT SELTIONS OF BOSTDN

[olony Trust
(ompany

17 COURT STREET
52 TEMPLE PLACE 222 BOYLSTON STREET

Id

Tel. B, B. 54592

) 'air '
. Mass. Ave. and Belvidere St.

Hoffman Sanitary Method of Pressing .

Suits pressed, 35¢




