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THE FINAL THEME

HESIS work is engaging the attention of many students
nowadays; those who have the coveted diploma within
comfortable hailing distance have already made a beginning

on their “magnum opus.” According to the astute Senior the the-
sis is a necessary evil which occasions much perplexity, some deep
thinking, loss of time that might otherwise be spent for “poly-
«con” or pleasure, and a bothersome stint of report writing. Ac-
«<ording to the arbiter of many questions the thesis is merelv a
“proposition that a person advances and offers to maintain; a
theme.”

The final theme is a work of much joy in that it is a crystal-
lization of the feeling that success in college work is within at-
tainment. Opportunity is offered for the graduate-to-he to show
the results of training and to exhibit capability to understand the
relative weight of results, and to conquer problems that arise un-
looked for. It tests the mettle of the student. It brings out the
characteristics of original research, clear thinking, ability to dis-
tinguish the essential from the ordinary, ordiliness, imagination,
efficiency. It developes self-respect.

Whether important results are obtained or not is inconse-
quential. The primary object is to give a man a chance to learn
his own limitations and resources, not to force him to undertake
a tasteless task to test him in adverse circumstances. The thesis
should be a labor of love in which an endeavor is made to apply
to working conditions the principles and theories accumulated
during the four vears. It should be undertaken with a full real-
ization of its importance, and the necessary spirit of co-operation
with the instructor should be evident at all times. In presenting
the results to the college that has fostered him, the student must
feel a sense of pride in adding to the commuon store of facts or in
aiding to the solution of a particular problem. The spirit of stick-
to-itivness is necessarv for a successful thesis.

Conditions are slowly improving in all the tribulations the
Tech man has to undergo, but it would seem that the contractor
could bear a little prodding relative to the new walk to be con-
structed along Charles River Road, The mud and slush still offer
a skid or die proposition o those who come from the Kendall sub-
way or the dormitories. We are strong partisans for a quick re-
form of the existing state of affairs.

AVOID CRAMMING—DO YOUR FINAL EXAM
STUDYING EARLY. FOURTEEN DAYS TO JAN. 1yth.

CATHOLIC CLUB

CONCERT THURSDAY

the Catholic
Club for the new year will take place
tonight at 6 o'clock in the Caf, At the

conclusion of the dinner the company

. The first meeting of
Combined

Musieal Clubs will hold a concert in

Tomorrow evening, the
Charlestown., All members of the clubs

are to meet in the Park Street subway will be addvessed by the Ton. Freder-

ick W. Jlansfield.

meeting will follow.

station at 7:00 o'clock sharp, The

A short Dbusiness
dress will be informal.

Tutoring in Mathematics,
Engineering, Physics,
Astronomy

Hours: Evenings and by appointment

G. B. Collier, B. S., A. M.

10 WARE HALL
HARVARD & REMINGTON STREETS
Phone Camb, 4456-M

GENERAL GOETHALS IN N. VY.

(Continued from page 1)
from 800 to 500 feet; “and,” as the
General summed up the case, “we now
consider it very inappropriate, if not
an actual sign of ill luck, for anvone to
predict permanent stability of any part
of the Canal against sliding.” He had
becen speaking of the reassuring reporis
of geolegists sent to investigate condi-
tions, which gave rise to the reflection
that “the predictions of geologists re-
carding the slides have been 99 per
cent wrong.” these generally being
most optimistic just prior to the worst
phases of trouble. General Goethals
vuve a4s his opinion that had suitable
strength tests been taken of the wesk
underlying strata before starting the
Canal, much of the trouble with slides
might have been averted.

He next took up the question of the
canal’s defences, which both on the At-
lantic and the Pacific side are very
strong. The main batteries on both
sides comprise modern 8-inch, 14-inch,
and 16-inch guns, and 12-inch mortars,
provided with ample ammunition for
an engagement of an hour and a half.
“As a matter of faet” said the Gen-
eral, “no direet attack is looked for,
the experience of all modern warfare up
to the Dardanelles failure teaching the
futility of naval sttack upon land for-
tifications. In case, however, of a co-
alition of Western with Eastern naval
powers against the United States, the
eanal would be lost at once on account
‘of the breaking of communica%ions
| which would result if the command of
the sea were lost on both Atlantic and
- Pacific.”

Then followed some interesting de-
tails of the loek construction, the mech-
anism by which the locks are filled
'through tunnels and culverts, and the
gates. It was found that the influx of
water on the
formed bazlancing forces which kept the
ship steady in tne lock. Amother in-
teresting episode arose in conmection
with the 25-horse-power engines which,
it had been caleculated, would be suffi-
cient to open the lock gates. Upon
trial, however, it was found that the
power was only sufficient to move the
gates when unresisted, and that the
surge of water in the loek formed an
opposing force. Luckily, it later turned
Lout that at a certain point the rush of
water aided instead of resisting the
movement of the gates, and that by
turning on power at the right moment,
the gates could be opered by the en-
.gines provided. “That” said the speak-
er, “was a little slip where Providence
helped us.”

General Goethals then gave some in-
formation regarding the working of the
foll system in the Canal. Unfortunate-
1y, owing to the difference in construe-
tion between Ameriean and foreign
ships, much space built in on the lat-
ter ships and devoted to the carriage of
carge goes untaxed through the Canal,
owing to the fact that such space,
known as “shelter-deck space™, is not
included in the net tonnage of a vessel
American-built ships do not possess
shelter-deck room and are in effeet dis-
criminated against on account of the
toll system at presemt in force, based
upon the mnet registered tonnage. A
much-needed change in the present {oll
laws, General Goethals said, would be
to base the charges upon the total
earning capacity of a ship, irrespective
of tonnage as artificially defined,

At the close of the talk those pres-
ent expressed much appreciation for
'the interesting account of his work
given by the man who in fact made
“South America an island.”

ORCHESTRA REHEARSAL

The rehearsals of the orchestra for
this week and next are of particular
importance and the management will
tolerate no cutting. The orchestra will
rehearse today at 4 o'clock under the
direction of Coach Howard.
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State Street Trust Gompany
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33 State Street

Copley Square Branch, 579 Boylston Street

Massachusetts Avenue Branch, Cor. Mass. Ave.
and Boylston Street

Interest allowed on deposits of $300 and over

HE best things in life are the

:ll
J commonest, Thar’s plenty of
j friendships — plenty of sunshine—

1001

plenty of landscape—an’ yo' can get

VELVET at any W
' .J

tobacco store.

0L

two sides - of'a ship

Ul \wh iUfI}.ﬁH Wrias iS.H A

Telephone Beach 2941, 2942

LOMBARDY InN | @

(Hotel) : -' B bl
qﬁe TALBOT

11 vd VR ROW
formfit COLLARS

are curve cut_to fit the

ulders perfectly ‘g

bforges
Cluett, Peabody & Co:lne Makers

OPEN TILL MIDNIGHT

ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Luncheon du Jour, 11.30 to 2.30
Table d’Hote Dinmer, 5 to 8.30
A la Carte All Day
Strictly Italian Cuisine| sho
Complete Wine List
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“WHEN IN NEED OF TRUST
COIMPANY SERVICE CONSULT
THE OLD COLONY”

A SINGLE BANK WiITH THREE OFFICES
IN BIFFERENT SELTIONS OF EOSTON

~ (d [olony Trust
ampany

17 COURT STREET
82 TEMPLE PLACE 222 BOYLSTON STREET

E. A. MAYNARD

HAS OPENED A FIRST-CLASS BARBER SHOP NEAR THE DORMS
FORMERLY AT GARRISON HALL

KOW IN THE ENOTIT BUILDING ON AMES ST.




