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HOME TALENT

T IS gratifying to notice the number of student speakers whose

talks on current subjects and problems so enliven profes-

- sional society meetings at the present time. The practice

- :will undoubtedly become more general still with the growing

realization of its value. While the prestige of well-known speak-

ers always makes them more desirable to a technical audience

than men of less recognized ability, nevertheless the student con-

_ temporary has the advantage of being alive to local problems and

: interests, and has the additional start over the greater man that

his activities and achievements are well known to his audience of
fellow-undergraduates.

The greatest attractions, however, offered by the use of home
talent are the practice in translating experience into speech
which it will give the speakers, and the effect it will have in fos-
tering co-operation and mutual understanding between the stu-
dents engaged in similar lines of technical endeavor. Prophets
so seldom acquire honor in their home localities that the credit
thus extended student workers by their fellows is an encouraging
sign, pointing to a broadening of common interests in keeping
with a bigger and wiser Technology.

THE CALL OF THE WILD

CCASIONALLY something new takes root in the way of
innovations to bring students together. Last Wednesday
evening a group of men were drawn into intimate contact

by the unhackneyed call of a “Campers' ™ dinner. Notice the
magic of the single word “Campers.” Iere was an attraction
which furthered good fellowship among the nature-loving men.
It was a success, for the lure of recounting experiences along the |
trail was strong. i

And now comes the Course XV “hike” which goes the din- !
ner party one hetter in that it gives the exhilaration of the ex-
ercise rather than to tantalize by description. Whether the idea
was or was not instigzated by one of the Boston papers is beside
the question—outside the Engineering Corps and the Rifle Club
it is new in its application to the Institute as a means of obtain-
ing real comradeship.

The prompters of the “Campers’” dinner and the managers
: of the “hike” are to he complimented [or assembling students in
- the name of the great out-of-doors.

At

ALFONZO ]. GOMEZ

HE sudden death of Alfonso J. Gomez, caused by a cerehral
hemmorhage due to overwork, came as a distinet shock to
his many friends at the Institute. A native of Colombia, |

he made a name for himself at Techonolgy and in his brief career !
here was noted for the energy and tenacity of purpose that made |
him so esteemed by his teachers and associates. He will always |
be remembered as a well versed student and leader. i
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FINANCE COMMITTEE

New Plan of Dinner Preceding Meeting
Considered Big Improvement

Last  Wednesday evening, the Fi-
panee Committee met for an informal
dinner in the Caf, which was followed
by a regular business meeting. Twenty
members were present, Technique alone
being wnrepresented. John 3L DeBell
‘17 introduced 1. G. Senter, Jr., recent-
v clected (bairman to suceeed H. 1%
Lddy, Jr., resigned. Mr. Senter spoke
briefly on the plans of the Committee
tor the coming year.

Ameong the business of the evening,
the auditing of aetivity books was dis-
cnssed.  An Aunditing Committee was
announced which will consist of Prof.
Rhugrne, chaivman. Mr, S, G, H, Fit-h
', F. Maher 19, and 1. . Senter,
Jr., ex-ofticio. The Dbooks of the fol-
lowing activities will be presented for
suditing by Dec. 16: Civil Engineering
“ociety, Class of 1917, Class of 1919,
( osmopolitan Club, Mining Engineer-
ing Society, Mugical Clubs, and Teut
Monthly. Other activities will pre-
their books during the week of Dec. 8.

A eard system was adopted by whiv
ibe TFinance Committee can keep a
ciose account of the activities. and ans
other system to keep account of the
n embers of the various activities was
announced.

The 1916 Technique Board has set
aside four Tthundred dollars <40 be
known asahborrowing fund. The money
wiil be available for loans to the ac-
tivities upon application to a board e
trustees to be ppoinfed.

The . next meeting of the Committee
will be held Wednesday evening, Jan.
10.

RESOLUTION

We, the Class of Nineteen Hundred
and Nineteen of the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology. wish to express
our very real griefl over the death of
out classmate and friend. Alfonso Jan-
vier Gomez, and to offer our sincerest
sympathy fo his parents.

Alfonso Gomez held a high place in
the aectivities of his class and of the
Tustitute. He was president of the
Tatin American Club, an active member
of the Cosmopolitan Club, the Catholic
Club and the Chemical Society.

More than that, he was Tespected by
his instructors as a keen, capable sin-
dent, by his classmates as a sincere,
eenuine man. As a member of the class
we regret his death, as his friends we
sorrow and sympathize with his parents.

THE GOVERNING BOARD.

ELECT PROFESSOR
TALBOT CHAIRMAN

At a recent meeting of the North-
eastern Section of thie American Chemi-
cal Soeiety, which has its headquarters
in Boston, Professor H. P. Talbot was
vlected chairman of the section for the
ensning year. Professor Spear was re-
elected secretary. while the councillors
inclided Professors Noris, Fay and Tal-
bot. Professor Lewis became a mem-
ber of the cecutive committee of the
sceetion.

The fall meeting of the American
Chemical Soeciety will be held in Bos-
ton, in the buildings of the Institute,
next September, and the general com-
mittee in charge of the arrangements
for that meeting, of which Professor
Talbot is the chairman, inecludes Pro-
tessors Morris, Spear and Walker.

SLIDE RULE LOST

A slide rule was lost in o near Room
4-15%h about 3 p. m. Dee. 13. Reward if
returned to superintendent’s office,
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