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Realizing the narrowness of his
loutlook, a student should be very
‘cautious in criticising the Faculty’s
choice of subjects in
the . warious courses.
However, since it is for
the student’s benefit
that the school is run, and since it
L5 the student’s mind which is
':iaing trained, le is apt at times to
iry and do some thinking for him-
self. ~That he does not invariably
arrive at’ the same conclusion as
the Faculty is indeed unfortunate,
and, without in any way question-
ing the correctness of that body’s
:decisions, he sometimes wonders
by what devious method they
reached their conclugign. One
question that comes up for under-
graduate attention from time to
time, and one which usually ex-
cites a passing interest, is why
French is required in Course IIL.

This question is not put forward
without premeditation. Certain
members of the Faculty have been
asked privately about it, and
strange to say some of them are as
much at a loss to kuow the reason
as are the students themselves,
The following are some of the
reasotis given for its retention, and
a review of the light in which the
students in general look upon
them. ‘

*“ General culture ”’ is a [avorite
.alrgumeut. Without entering into
a discussion of Vreuch from the
standpoint of its culture value, it
tan be said that the Institute is
primarily an engineering school,
and that questions should be con-
sidered from an engineering stand-
Soint, leaving "the decision as to

‘hether a man wished to spend his
{ime and money acquiring an
'gﬁ'ginee'riug raining or general
culture largely to himself. Asit

French in

LCourse 1L
i

is; a2 man who wants to get al)

degree is obliged to spend time

which he would wvastly prefer to|}

give to professional work in the

. Acquirement of a somewhat in-
efficient knowledge of a modern
language which he probably will
neither have the desire nor the
opportunity to use,

"1t is to be granted that certain ||

modern languages have a distinct

scientific value in some courses,
such as German to the chemist,
and French to the architect, The
utility of French to a miner is a
question, however. The mining
industry in France is insignificant,
and France has no province in
which a mining engineer would be
likely to feel the need of Freuch.
There are important mining jour-
nals written in German, but on the
authority of a professor in the Geo-
logical Department none worthy
of mention in French. The French
do not, with a few notable excep-
tions, even stand high in that
allied subject to mining engi-
neering, namely chemistry.

The great plea, however, is not
that French is useless, but that
there is so much more that is of
greater importance. ‘The require-
ment of any foreign language is
objected to by many, as is shown
by the number of men who forego
the honor of receiving a degree
rather than conform with this and
similar requirements, but if any
language is to be required in
Course I1I, it seems that it ought
undoubtedly to be Spanish. In
all of the important mining regions
on the two American Continents
where KEnglish is not spoken,
Spanish is the universal tongue.
Many of the graduates of the In-
stitute go into these countries,
The statistics of thé distribution
of graduates show that out of 143
graduates residing in foreign coun-
tries, 54 of them are In Spanish
speaking countries. It is safe to
say that a large percent of these
foreign residing graduates are en-
gaged in mining. Should not
Spanish be substituted for French
in the requirements of Course III?

W. M. ROWAN
“THE TECH BARBER'

Westminster Hotel St. James Ave

SPECIAL TO STUDENTS
HAIR CUT 25 CENTS SHAVE 15 CENTS

COPLEY LUNCH

The LITTLE PLACE AROUND The CORNER ;:

G0OD FOOD LOW PRICES

Fownes Gloves

WILL BE WORN
LONGER THIS
SEASON THAN
OTHERS — THAT
IS, OTHER GLOVES

{THE GIRLS ARE FOND OF THESE*

Tech Emblems

Greatest Variety
Lowest Prices

BENT & BUSH

15 SCHOOL ST.  BOSTON, MASS. |

B | Electric Company, Terre

Photographer

160 Tremont Street

Special Prices to Studeats of the Institute of
Technology

STUDENTS’ ATTENTION
THE AVENUE CAFE

Is the Only Place to Eat in the Back Bay. Music every
night from 6 to 8. $Special attention paid to Students. -

Wm. PINK & Co.
471 Columbus Ave.,, near W. Newton
P.S. Openfrom 6 AM. to 12 P.M.

St.
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¢The Branch Office of the STATE STREET *
TRUST CO., corner Massachusetts Avenue and
< Boylston Street, is glad to receive small as well %
<+ as large accounts. Interest is credited monthly %
on accounts of $300 and over. There are Safe %
Deposit boxes at the Branch Office.
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For Your Catering g0 to.d

D. VMIADDALENA

TELEPHONE BACK BAY 974
203 CLARENDON 5T. BOSTOGN, MASS.

MORSE & HENDERSON

Tailors

Rooms 14 and 1§

18 BOYLSTON S3T.,

SR .
B

} O OM,MASS. |
A minute from surface 6r subway cars— g%
famed for comtort. convenience and conr-
tesy—steam heat, telephone, eiccnac hishts
hot and_cold watcr 1o all rooms—han.- @
H  somely-furuprhed new siple rcoms and |8
B suites witil baths—ylegant duing-room for 4
B ladies—musicprompt service—moduyate
prices | Eurenean plan, $i.00 a day uni—
and the gnigue festaurant of Ameriea,
now one of Beston’s show nlaces, wheve
the choicest the market affards is serv

in quaint and beautilul surroundings te
periect m_|l.|_su:.

RATHSKELLER
L. _PINKOS,
College Tatlor

The largest selection of Foreign
‘Woolens for Students wear. The
style and make-up &5 Guaranteed
to be of the best. My prices are
reasonable,

Telephone Oxford, 99
BOSTON, MASS.
YOur Fall and Winter Fabrics are now
ready for your inspection, T Thanking you
for past favors we earnestly solicit your
futute patronage. Y Early orders desired.
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CAMBRIDGE,MASS..USA,

COPLEY SQUARE HOTEL

Huntington Ave. Exeter and Blagden Streets

RONAGE OF “TEGK" STUDENTS SOLICITED IN GUR CAFE AND LUNCH RODM

PA

The attention of Secretaries and Banquet Committees of Dining Clubs, Societies,
Lodges, etc , is called to the fact that the Copley Square Hotel has exceptionally
good facilities for serving Breakfasts, Luncheons or Dinners and will cater especiatly
to this trade, {20 NEW -ROOMS JUST COMPLETED.

- Amos H, WIJI’]DPIG, Proprictor
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84 STATE STREET, BOSTON -

General Managers of
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| Light Company. The Blue Hill Street Railway Company. Fort Hill Chemical Company. Tampa

Haute Traction & Light Company. General Electro-Chemical Com
Houston Elettric Company. Fall River Gas Works Company. Galveston Electrlc Gompanﬁan"




