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In pursuance of the editorial
printed in the issue of January 2,

THE TECH, after consultatiofi w;ith
a numberof the Faculty,

Arguments presents below a digest
For and of the arguments ad-
Against. vanced both for and

against the wearing of
caps and gowns at graduation ex-
ercises. It may seem that THE
TECH has not been impartial in
setting forth the various argu-
ments, but the number advanced
against the innovation is so much
greater than the number advocat-
ing it that it has become necessary
to accord the larger space to the
former.

The present desire for academic
costume in America is a very re-
cent development dating largely
from the great Princeton anni-
versary about i893, and arose
partly from the fact that when rep-
resentatives of foreign universities
began to attend American acade-
emic celebrations they brought
with them their academic robes.
American university people natur-
ally desire to do likewise, partly
perhaps out of courtesy and partly
in order liot to seem less well ar-
rayed. It was natural that the
older universities should adopt
academic costumes, at least for the
faculties and graduates, although
it is less clear why the undergrad-
uates should feel bound to follow
suit. It is still less clear why
some technical schools should have
adopted the custom, because the
wearing of caps and gowns has
always been academic rather than
scientific.

In the opinion of most people,
caps and gowns are distinctly out
of line with all the traditions of the
Institute. President Rogers al-
ways avoided anything which
looked like imitation of the older.
and academic institutions. He
was opposed to formal graduation
exercises and it is largely out of
deference to his wishes as wvell as
to our own traditions founded upon
his wishes that these exercises
have at the Institute always been
kept extremely simple. His rea-
sons, as THE TECH understands,
were mainly, that Technology was
an original institution based on
nothing academic. He wvished
never to imitate the academic col-
leges in any way because the
academic men not infrequently
despised and sneered at science
and technology, even calling the
Institute a trade school. The ad-
vocates of caps and gowns claim
that this feeling toward technical
schools has changed, that now the
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Institute is on a level with the
academic colleges, and that the In-
stitute can assert this fact. and also
gain more recognition by adopting
the customs of these colleges.
This argument is answered by the
statement that the Institute was
founded largely as a protest against
the formalism, narrowness, uni-
formity, and aristocracy of the old
colleges and universities; that it
should not imitate them in fashions
or customs of at least questionable
value, plainly derived from the
essentially clerical if not monastic
institutions of the Middle Ages.
Our customs have always been dif-
ferent from those of the older acade-
mic institutions and, as long as the
Institute remains the Institute,
should always be different.

It is advanced in support of caps
and gowns that they are more
economical than new suits, and
that, moreover, the democracy for
which the Institute has always
stood will be expressed in the
similarity and equality of the dress.
The plea of economy has some
strength in women's colleges,
where the graduating dress is re-
garded as indispensable, but has
little force at the Institute where it
has been the custom to wear upon
graduating day whatever best suit
a man happened to have and where
the purchase of such a costume
would involve some men in a need-
less even if trifling expense. The
plea of democracy seems rather a
plea for uniformity, an unfortunate
feature of democracy. Moreover
it seems that the uniformity is one
of aristocracy, that is of rank and
class rather than of true democracy
- the latter being the plan which
is now pursued when every man
does substantially as he likes and
comes dressed as he pleases.

Finally, those against the innova-
tion, argue that it seems strange
that students, who are almost
always, sometimes even fanatically
attached to traditions and customs,
should in this case desire to throw
overboard the well-established
customs and traditions of the Insti-
tute and adopt bodily those of
educational organizations whose
traditions have always been differ-
ent from our own.

LOTS OF PEOPLE
NEVER WORRY
ABOUT STYLE,
JUST BUY

Fownes Gloves
AND HIT IT RIGHT
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HATS HATS
HATS

HALL & HANCOCK
420 Washington Street, Boston, Muss.

I
Broken Lines of

Dress Coats and Tuxedo Coats
Reduced to $10.00

Trousers and Waistcoats to Match if Desired

AYotice: At this price all Co-op concessions are susJenlTdedl

I407 to 411
Washington St.

Browning, King & Co
CLOTHING, FURNISHINGS, AND HATS

L. PINKOS,

College Tailor

The largest selection of Foreign
Woolens for Students wear. The

gI db|i~i I t style and make-up is Guaranteed

x~ HARYARD . . .. Xl _to be of the best. My prices are
1276 MASS AVE., CAMBRIDE, MASS. USA. reasonable.

COPLEY SQUARE HOTEL
Huntington Ave. Exeter and Blagden Streets

PATRONAGE OF "TECH " STUDENTS SOLICITED IN OUR CAFE AND LUNCH ROOM
The attention of Secretaries and Banquet Committees of Dining Clubs, Societies,

Lodges, etc., is called to the fact that the Copley Square Hotel has exceptionally
good facilities for serving Breakfasts, Luncheons or Dinners and will cater especially
to this trade. 120 NEW ROOMS JUST COMPLETED.

Amos H, Whipple, Proprietor

STONE & WEBSTER
84 STATE STREET, BOSTON

G(eneral Managers of
The Lowell Electric Light Corporation. The SeattleElectric Company. PugetSound Electric

Railway. Columbus Electric Company. Cape Breton Electric Company, Ltd. El Paso Electric
Company. Jacksonville Electric Company. Ponce Electric Company. Northern Texas Electric
Company. The Minneapolis General Electric Comlany. Edison Electric Illuminating Co. of
Brockton. Houghton County Electric Light Company. Brockton and Plymouth Street Railway
Company. The Houghton County Street Railway Company. WhatcomCounty RailwayandLight
Company. Savannah Elecetri Company. Dallas Electric Corporation. Paducah Traction and
Light Company. The Blue Hill Street Railway Company. Fort Hill ChemicalCompany. Tampa
Electric Company. Terre Haute Traction & Light Company. General Electro-Chemical Company.
Houston Electric Company. Fall River Gas Works Company. Galveston Electrlc Company.
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"THE GIRLS ARE FORD OF THESE"

Tech Emblems
Greatest Variety
Lowest Prices

BENT & BUSH
15 SCHOOL ST. BOSTON, MASS.
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