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SENIOR GAPS AND GOWHS.

Indorsement by Faculty Only Necessary to
Effect Innoyation. Portfolio Elections.

If the Faculty sanctions the pro-
posal, the Seniors this year will
weat caps and gowns at their grad-
uation exetcises. This was de-
cided this week on a vote taken as
a rider on the Senior Portiolio bal-
lots, the sentiiment of the class
being overwlelmingly in [avor of
the change.

That such an innovation should
cause the stir that it has can be
better realized when the history of
gradunation exercises at the Insti-
tute is known. In the first ten
- years of the Institute's life there
were 110 exercises at commnience-
ment, the Senior receiving his de-
gree over tfhe desk in the regsi-
trar’s office in the most matfer-of-
fact fashion with no formality
whatever. ‘The first move toward
ceretnouy was made in 1875, when
the degrees were conferred at com-
mencement exercises held in
Huntington Hall, at which a numn-
ber of the graduate students read
portions of their theses. From
yvear Lo year more and motre cere-
mony has been added until now
Commencement Week is a round
of gaiety.

‘Fhe (uestion ol wearing caps and
gowns during this week s been
brought up Dbelore the Senior
classes for the past five years and
has been downed each time by a
large vote. The opposition during

that time has beeit gradually weak- ;
ening, due to the constaut influx)
of men {rom other colleges where|
the custom prevails. The only
time that au action of this kind
was taken by the graduating class
at the Iustitute was one year when
it was voled that the Seniors wear
tall hats, ‘T'his, however, was not
carried out, as a large number of
men refused to abide by the vote.

The main reason that the Senior
classes never felt kindly toward)
this custom was that they did uot
wish to ape other Universities.
The Iustitute has always stood for
originality in all of its student cus-
toms and to take up this custom
would becopying from other schools
The contention of those in favor of
the custom has heen the democracy
of the dress, the cap and gown
placing one man on equal footing
with another in the uniformity of
costuine.

How this decision will be treated
by the Faculty is not yet known,
Sotne were interviewed and seenited
to be in favor of it, If the Faculty
should decide to accept the vote of
the Senior class wlhich is very prob-
able, many of that body who are
doctors will come to the exercises
gowned in their doctor's robes.
The majority of these received
their doctor’s degree in Hurope
where these robes are the most
gorgeous affairs.

The Senior Portfolio elections
resulted in the choice of the fol-
lowing commiitee:

John Frank, Hudson B. Hast-
ings, Donald G. Robbins, Phelps
N. Swett, Harold 8. Wonsomn.
There will be a meeting of this
committee on Friday at 1 o'clock
in Rogers Library.

Purdue has plauned to have
erected a chemical laboratory that
will accommodate 2,000 students.

“RISING [N THE WORLD.”

Selection from Book by O, 8. Marden, Edi-
tor of ''Success,” Read by Prof. Swain.

Professor Swain vead on Monday
alterncon [rom ‘* Rising in the
World or, Architects of Fate,”’ by
0. 5. Marden, editor of “‘Success.”’
The book is one of a series de-
signed to inspire youth to charae-
ter building, self-culture and noble
achievement, and containsg many
helpful anecdotes and quotations
from successful men,

Professor Swain- confined his
reading to the. chapter entitled
‘* Uses of Obstacles,”’ the keynote
of which lies in the quotation,
“* Adversity is the prosperity of
the great.”” Not ease, but effort,
not facility, but difficulty, makes
men. Itis not the victories but
the failures of a man’s life which
bring him success in the end.
Thousands of men of great native
ability have been lost to the world
because they have mnot had to
wrestle with obstacles, and to
struggle under difficulties sufficient
to stimulale into activity their
dormant powers. No efforf is too
dear which helps us along the line
of our proper career.

Mr. Marden, in referring to the
conditions of the present day, which
tend to lurt a man hy removing
these obstacles, says :

““ Thisis tlie crulch age. ‘Helps’

and ‘aids’ are advertised every-|

where., We lhave institutes, col-
leges, universities, teachers, hooks,
libraries, newspapers, magazines.
Qur thinking is done lor us, our
problems are all worked out in
explanations’ and ' keys.” Our
boys are too often tutored
throngh college with very little
study. ‘Short roads’ and ‘abridged
methods’ are characteristic of the
century. Ingenious methods are
used everyvwhere o get the drudg-
ery out of the college course.
Newspapers give us our politics,
atid preachers our religion. Sell-
Lielp and self-reliance are getting
old fashioned. Nature, as il con-
scious of delayved blessings, has
rushed to man’s rvelief with her
woundrons forces, and undertakes
to do the world’s drudgery and
emancipate him from  ILiden's
curse,’’

MEETING OF ADVISORY COUNCIL.

‘T'he Class of '81 presented lasi
week to the Technology Club, and
to the Tech Union, a framed pho-
tograph of the gate at Technology
Field, 18 by 22 inches.

At a meeting of the Advisory
Council last Yriday night, the
Hockey Team was granted the
right to use the insignia T in
games which it has this year,
it being understood that the use of
this insignia is not permanent, but
only to be used in games. Tt
was also granted the right to
arrange a game with West Point if
possible.

Messrs. M. Udale, ’oy, and H.
H. Howland, '08, were awarded
““T"s,” having finished among the
first seven in the Harvard-Tech-
nology Cross Country Run, No-
vember 19.

The manager of theT'rack Team
was given authority to arrange an
indoor meet with Holy Cross
early in March, and a meet with
Brown at Boston on May 4.

HOGKEY PLANS.

Advisory Council Authorizes an institute
Hockey Team.

Tast Friday night the Advisory
Council decided to forego its deci-
sion of last year,abolishing hockey
at the Institute, but it refused to go
so far as to contribute towards the
expenses of a team. Themembers
of last year’s team, lowever, voted
to continue the sport even if they
had to pay their own expenses.

Captain Gonld and Manager
Kelly Itave been working hard to
form plans for the seasou, but as
vet things are very unseltled both
in regard to games and the mem-
bers of the newteam. A challenge
from West Point to play on Febru-
ary second has heen accepted, and
a numnber of othier games are being
arranged. The tecam should have
excelleut chances in this game
for it will have the mid-year vaca-
tion during whiclh te get in form.

The prospects for a good team
this year are unusually bright so
far as material goes, for only one
man of all the old players hias left
the Institute, and there are several
good men in the freshman class.
T'he chiel difficulty to be encount-
|ered will be the lack of a rink for

practice, for the management will
be unable to secure one on account
of the lack of [unds. Captain
i Gould says that they expect to use
the various public skating ponds
about town uuless the Advisory
Council changes its decision.

NO FRESHMAN - SOPHOMORE MEET.

The last hopes ol those who
swished to see o Freslunan-Soplio-
more meel this year were dashed
to the ground when the Advisory
Counecil decided at 1ts last meet-
ring not to hiold one. Tt was origi-
Juully intended Ly Manager Tobin
Ito hold this mecet early in the
season, and it would probably have
been run off by this time had not
Mr. Maban gone (o Princeton with
the Cross Country Meanm.  Ar.,
Mahan's absence made it impos-
sible for T'obin to go ahead with

the question came up before the
Advisory Council. The time be-
tween now and the holidays does
not permit it being run off hefore
| Christmas, and the regular iuter-
class meet will be held on January
8. Another objection that was
raised to getting the meet off
before Christmas was that it would
open the indoor track season too
early. ‘The track team this year
already has 2 long and hard sched-
ule, and so it was not deemed ad-
visable to start them off too soon.

NATIONAFI(’IUNICIPAL LEAGUE PRIZE

The National Municipal League
has established an annual prize of
one hundred dollars, to be called
the *“ William H. Baldwin Prize,”’
to be given to the author of the
best essay on a subject connected
with municipal government. For
the year 1906-1g07 the competition
will be limited to undergraduate
students registered in a regular
course in any college or university
of the United States offering dis-
tinet instruction in municipal gov-
ernment, and the topic will be:
*“The Relation of the Municipality
to the Water Supply.”’

the meeting until recently, when !

|
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i CALENDAR,

WEDNESDAY, DECEAMER 12,
6.00 P Chicago Club Banquet at
the Tech Union.
.00 Pl Special RehearsaldMandolin
Clul, 31 Rogers.,
THURSDAY, DDECEAMBER 10.

ou . Musical Clubs Mecting in
26 Rogers.
.00 .M. Institute Counmitiee Meet-
ing in Trophy Room.
30 PaL Weekly Y, ML CL AL Meet-
ing in Parish 1all.
4 0u rAL Banjo Club Rebearsal in
33 Rogers.
1.00 P.M, Orchestra Rehearsal at the
‘Tech Union,
FRIMAY, DECEMBER 1.

1.c0 P31 Senior Portfolio Committee
Meeting in Rogers Library.

J oo »ar, Mandolin Club  Reliear-
sal in 31 Rogers,

1.15 vaat. Glee Club Reliearsal at
the Teell Union.

3

FACULTY NOTICES,

Third Year, Course X. — Machine
drawings of last year are ready {or
return 1n the office of 3o Eng. A.

Machine Drawing, Third Year, Course
VI.— Meet on Wednesday, 2 to 4,
in place of Tucsdays, 2 to g, for
the rest of the term,

Dynamics of Machines. — An exami-
nation will be held in Dynamics of
Machines on Saturday alternoon,
Dec. 15, at 2 0'clock, in 20 Lng. A,

Copies of Professor Derr's New Book.—
Copies of Prolessor Dert’s New
book “‘Photography for Students
fofl Physicsand Chemistry™ may he
lobtained at Maclachlan's.

NOTICES.

' Round Table.— Mecting today at

1 I.00 LML in 22 Rogers,
I

, _Mining Eng. Society. — Mining Iin-
‘gineering Society Meeting, Decen-
ber 17, at 1.30 .31, in 2 Rogers.

Institute Committee Meeting.-—T'here
will be a meeting of the Institute
Committee tomorrow at 1 o'clock
in the Trophy Room,

Chicago Club.—First dinner of the
year tonight at the Tech T nion.
All resideuts of Chicago or vicinity
are expected to attend.

Mandolin Club.-— There will be a
special rehearsal of the Mandolin
Club in 31 Rogers Wednesday at
1 raL Yvery man who expects
to play in the Winter Concert must
be present.

Musical Clubs.—A regular meeting
of the Technology Glee, Mandolin,
and Banjo Clubs will be held in 26
Rogers Thursday at 1 p.M.  Im-
portant business is to be transacted
and every member should make it
a point to be present.

Society of Arts,— T'he 628th mect-
ing of the Soclety will be held in
22 Walker tomorrow at § r.a1. Mr,
Alex. E. Brown, of the Brown
Hoisting Machinery Company,
Cleveland, Ohio, will address the
Society on ‘‘Applications of Hoist-
ing Machinery to Shipbuilding
Purposes.” The lecture will be
illustrated with lantern slides. All
interested in the subject are in-
vited to attend.




