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M. Manay, introducing the Orator.

The Liest we have got from the
Institute is the hardest to put inie
words. The formation of our ideals,
the effect of tradition on these ideals,
and the effect of our ideals on tradi-
tion, i3 a definite subjeet but difii-
calt of expression.

To say for the Class what each
man feels, but cannot say for him-
self is the task of our Orator, Nor-
inan Lombanl,

Orator, Normax LoxBsakp,
Me. Marsuar, Lapigs axn GeNTLE-
MEN:
Few of us realize the part that is
played by tradition in our practical

every-day lives. From infaney to
old age our manners and actions are
determined, our ideals are fixed, our
moral standards ave get by traditional
influences, The child on its mother’s
knee hears the story of ¢ Jaek the
Giant Killer,” and resolves, un-
consciously perhaps, to himself be-
come n big, strong, sturdy man, that
hemay overcome tbe giants, unshaped
as yet even in his own mind, which
may try to block his path in life,

When he has grown beyond this
delightful age of fairy stories, the
influence of family tradition hecomes
manifest.  What boy is not stirred
to depths of patriotic resolve upon
hearing related the valiant and
heroic deeds of an ancestor in a
great war for his country’s liberty ;
and what boy, knowing that hig
family listory is replete with in-

stances of exceptionally good eiti- |

zenship and straightforwardness does
not resolve that he, at least, will
not disgrace the family nuame.

At college, tales of the athletio
prowess, of the self-forgetful hon-
esty, of the manliness and courage
of men who have gone hefore, have
a most wholesome intlaence in mak-
ing of the boy a pride to his college,
and a manly man. Fhat the govern-
ments of our schools recognize the
value of these traditions is shown by
the constant effort made to foster
and perpetnate them.

Upon us eollectively, as a nation,
even more than as individuals, tradi-
tion has a most potent influence.
We cannot attribute entirvely to fore-
sight the powerful influence which
the framers of the Constitution have
upon our national policy to-day. No
man counld foresee the changes of
the last hundred years, and tradition
ts to be thanked for this great ser-
vice to the country.

As a nation we have numerons
traditions which are easily recog-
nized as such. “¥or the people, of
the people, by the people,”” is a
phrase which typifies the help given
by tradition to law. Self-seeking
politicians of the lower order may
for a time obscure the underlying
principle of our government, Dbot
ere long the people are stirred to ac-
tion by the sentitnent of this tradi-
tion, and the reins of government
again fall into proper hands. No
despot, no dishonest politician, ne
inefficient executive can long hold
power in the face of this tradition.

Another American tradition whieh

i
1

may be cited is that of respect of law,

I take the opportunity of mention-
ing this tradition as it is one which
appears to be fading from the con-
sciousness of our people, and yet it
is the very corner stone of our gov-
ernment. Without respect of law,
our republic cannot endore. “Obey
the law, because it is the jaw 7 isa
sentiment we hear expressed less
and less as time goes on. Lvery
American citizen must take unto
himself the duty of cultivating in
himself this respect of law., ILegis.
latures must cease passing laws of
convenienee, or laws which are to be
enforced only at times. Every law
on the statute books must De
constantly enforced,

An instance of flagrant disrespect of
law is shown in the histery of one
of Massachusetts’ conspi¢nous sons,
This man went into a Civil Service
examination, writing on his paper
the name of a friend, thus intending
to secure for that friend a Inerative
position under the government. He
was discovered, tried, convicted and
sentenced to a term in jail. While
serving his time he wos elected an
alderman of the city of Boston, and
upon being freed he was met at the
jail by a committee who honored
him as 2 martyr. That night, in a
speech to his constituents, he pro-
mulgated the poliey that if any man
thought a law unfair, unjust, or un-
wise le had a perfect right, and in
fact was duty bound, to break that
law. For this sentiment he was
checred to the echo. Do you not
all hold your breaths and say in
your hearts that this is a most dan-
gerous policy to have preached to
the people ? Where would it carry
us ? say you. But yet, I will venture
to say, there is many a person in this
room wio has committed an offensze
similar in eertain respeets. You
have violated the law against throw-
ing paper in the street. There is
the law compelling teams to keep
separated by at least ten feet when

passing crossings, and this you have
violated, There is the automobile
speed law, and what of the customs
duties?

The man who has his bill of lading
underwritten, or who does not de-
elare all the goods wpon which he
should pay duty, or who bribes a
customs official is on the level with
the nan whe writes the name of a
friend on a Civil Service examina-
tion. And does not the man who
escapes the customs duties often
brag of it to his friends? Wherein
is the difference between the two
viplations of the law? [Both men
are much more encmies of the re-
public than is that man who fives a
hostile shot in war, and both men
should bhe punished as the law de-
mands.

Tn future ages when a great his-
torian is relating the rise and fall of
the United States of America he
will eall attention to no great battle
on geq or land and mark it as the
beginning of the end. This country
will never underge the disgrace of
having a conguering army mareh its
soil.  Our great lhistorian will eall
attention to the fact that this nation
died, it it ever does die, from internal
disintegratiou due to lack of respect
of law,

So we must keep tradition alive.
Its influence as an unwritten law
aids greatly our written laws. In
tradition is the veal vitality of the
nation, of institutions, and of the
individual,

Through the weakness of the
humanr memory for the details whieh
give them life and for the circum-
stances which gave them their exist-
ence, traditions are likely to be
perishable and short lived,

A gymhol often proves of vital
assistance mn preserving a tradition.
For this reason we have our monu-
ments on our fields of battle and our
tablets on spots which are intimately
connected with the history of our
country. The same for our college.



