
WEATHER, p. 2

SECTIONS

MIT’s Oldest and 
Largest Newspaper

tech.mit.edu

Established 1881

Established 1881

Established 1881

Established 1881

Established 1881

WANT A NEW 
BRUNCH PLACE?
Loyal Nine may or may 
not be for you.  
ARTS, p. 7

SPOTLIGHT ON
Fencing. SPORTS p. 9

STUDENT INPUT INSUFFICIENT
Involvement is necessary.  
OPINION, p. 4

PUZZLES
In the best colors possible, just for you. 
FUN, p. 12

PORTRAITS OF 
RESILIENCE
Healthy body, healthy 
mind. 
CAMPUS LIFE p. 5

IN SHORT
Macgregor and Random 
Hall will be open for sum-
mer housing.

The move-out date for all 
students will be May 22, the 
Sunday after finals, a day later 
than in previous years.

Add date is March 4. Add 
your subjects by next Friday to 
avoid a $100 late fee.

The MIT Asian Career Fair 
will take place on Saturday, 
March 5 in the Student Center.

Final exam schedules have 
been posted online. Check 
finals.mit.edu

Send news and tips to news@
tech.mit.edu.

Opinion������������������4
Arts������������������������7
Campus Life ����������5
Fun Pages������������12
Sports������������������14

THU: 56°f | 35°f
Rain likely

FRI: 40°f | 25°f
Partly sunny

SAT: 35°f | 30°f
Sunny

Volume 136, Number 5	 � Thursday, February 25, 2016

Karleigh Moore
EDITOR

Suzy M. Nelson has been named 
vice president of student life and 
will step into the position on July 
1, 2016. Nelson succeeds Chris Co-
lombo who announced his retire-
ment last July.

Nelson currently serves as vice 
president and dean of the college at 
Colgate University. She has held po-
sitions at Syracuse and Cornell, and 
was dean of student life at Harvard.

She has served at Colgate since 
2012, overseeing residential life for 
a student body of 2,800. Her office 
also directs Counseling and Psycho-
logical Services, LGBT initiatives, 
and the Office of Fraternity and So-
rority Affairs.

“I am excited to begin this new 
opportunity: MIT is such a spe-
cial place, with many creative and 
dedicated people who are thinking 
about new ways to better support 
students,” Nelson said in a press 
release from the MIT News Office. 
“Having now met several MIT fac-
ulty, staff, and students who care 
deeply about the quality of student 
life, I am eager to partner with oth-
ers in creating a campus commu-
nity where all students will thrive 
personally and intellectually.”

At Colgate, Nelson worked with 
students to address complaints that 
their residential system caused a 
divide between upper and under-
classmen. In an article describing 

Emma Bingham
STAFF WRITER

Students who can show proof 
that they have renters’ insurance 
will be allowed to store items in 
their dorms this summer, in spac-
es designated by the Division of 
Student Life, under a plan first 
unveiled at last week’s DormCon 
meeting.

The DSL is negotiating with sev-
eral companies in an effort to offer 
affordable options for purchasing 
renters’ insurance.

DSL Residential Life will have to 
approve the storage spaces for use, 

which means the spaces will have 
to meet various standards  such as 
the ability to be securely locked 
and the presence of sprinklers. DSL 
believes that any necessary up-
grades to storage spaces “can suc-
cessfully be made before summer,” 
DormCon housing chair Sonja 
Postak ’16 said.

Students will also be “required 
to pack their belongings — except-
ing large items such as furniture, 
refrigerators, and luggage — into 
boxes provided” by the DSL, ac-
cording to an email from DSL Di-
rector of Communications Mat-
thew D. Bauer.

It has yet to be determined ex-
actly how proof of insurance will be 
checked and how students’ stored 
belongings will be catalogued. 
Bauer said that the storage process 
in each dorm will probably be run 
by students, based on  a process 
outlined by DormCon and the DSL. 
Further details will come in the next 
weeks.

Postak emphasized in an inter-
view with The Tech that the DSL is 
willing to be flexible this summer 
and provide “creative solutions” to 
issues that may come up, particu-

ANDREW DADDIO–COLGATE UNIVERSITY

Suzy M. Nelson will be vice president of student life at MIT.

Nelson to lead DSL 
beginning this July
She steps into Dean Colombo’s role 
as new vice president of student life 

Female 
students 
found to 
feel less 
confident 
Two undergrads 
publish in report

SHAC, Chancellor clarify the committee’s role 
after students worry about its transparency
Committee was charged with answering key questions about housing at MIT, sought 
input from undergraduates, but says it ‘had no direct role in planning campus housing’

Insured belongings can be stored 
in dorms this summer, says DSL
After some uncertainty, students with renters’ insurance will 
be able to store belongings in dorms, avoid off-campus storage

Nelson, Page 11

DSL, Page 10

Karleigh Moore and  
William Navarre

EDITORS

Refuting concerns that a deci-
sion on freshman housing is be-
ing reached in secret, which came 
along with concerns of general lack 
of transparency, Chancellor Cyn-
thia Barnhart PhD ’88 unequivo-
cally said that “any suggestions 
that decisions have been made are 
false.”

“Reports that we have been 
thinking exclusively about first-
year housing are not true,” she said 
in an email to The Tech.

Possibly addressing the trans-
parency concerns that had been 

expressed, UA President Matthew J. 
Davis ’16 wrote in an email to un-
dergraduates that SHAC hopes to 
“broaden the conversation and in-
vite all undergraduates to help [to] 
advance the future of residential 
life at MIT.”

Raising the concerns in a very 
public venue, an MIT Confessions 
post asserted that the Chancellor, 
with input from the Student Hous-
ing Advisory Committee com-
monly known as SHAC, had been 
“strongly considering, among other 
things, moving to a single freshman 
dorm.”

DormCon President and SHAC 
member Yonadav Shavit ’16 replied 
to the post. He said that SHAC had 

been discussing many ideas about 
the residential experience, not just 
freshman housing, and is seeking 
input.

“[T]he UA and DormCon have 
known about this for months,” the 
post continued; “and yet [they] 
have refused to tell the general un-
dergraduate population about it. 
Can we please just talk about this?”

Another post echoed these con-
cerns about transparency: “If it is 
true that the UA and DormCon 
have known about this for months 
then it is disgusting how much re-
mains hidden from the general stu-
dent population until the very last 
minute.”  

DormCon Secretary Sabrina 

Madera ’19, who is not a member of 
SHAC, defended her fellow student 
leaders in a reply. “I don't think you 
understand what it's like to be told 
that you can't spread information 
by administration, obviously it's 
out of our power.”

Despite the lack of transparency 
that the students on MIT Confes-
sions perceived, SHAC members 
said in a statement that they were 
permitted to share contents of their 
discussions with their constituen-
cies. They explained that they had 
discussed their ideas by leading “a 
series of campus conversations to 
understand the role of residential 

SHAC, Page 2

Sanjana Srivastava
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Though undergraduate women 
at MIT are as successful as their 
male classmates, they still feel less 
confident and believe that they are 
given less credit, according to a 
report released today by Caroline 
Chin ’16 and Kamilla Tekiela ’16.

The report, titled  "The Status of 
Undergraduate Women at MIT", 
is modeled after the 1999 study, 
“A Study on the Status of Women 
Faculty in Science at MIT,” which 
highlighted discrimination against 
female science faculty. It prompted 
universities around the country to 
evaluate themselves as well, ac-
cording to Yale University’s Women 
Faculty Forum.

“Graduating females have sta-
tistically higher grade point aver-
ages (GPAs) than their male coun-
terparts, controlling for major,” the 
report said.

“[D]uring their time at MIT, fe-
males and males are equally as like-
ly to receive an award or to publish 
a paper,” yet they do not feel that 
they are given credit for their work.

“We’re hoping that this [report] 
will allow for discussion across oth-
er campuses and male-dominated 
fields,” Chin said in an interview 
with The Tech. Having a similar 
report come from a peer institu-
tion would be a sign of widespread 
change, which is one of Tekiela’s 
and Chin’s goals.

Here at MIT, Tekiela hopes that 
“women will be proud of what they 
accomplish,” and that internal bi-
ases, like impostor’s syndrome, will 
be felt less strongly on campus.

Chin said that after taking a 
gender studies class in her sopho-
more year, she began to see “be-
havior differences in [her] friends, 
like women being less confident.” 
To see if this was her perception or 
reality, she pursued a “data-driven 
approach to figuring out MIT gen-
der differences.”

Tekiela emphasized the value 
of this strategy — “a data-driven 
approach would enable people to 
have more discussions and moti-
vate policy changes … the report on 
female faculty was data-driven, and 
we’ve seen real impact on policy at 
MIT this way.”

Chin and Tekiela expect a wide 
range of reactions — “no student 
at MIT is the same [as any other],” 
Chin said.

Regardless, Tekiela believes that 
there won’t be a major negative re-

Report, Page 2
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life in the MIT experience and to 
discover what the campus’ over-
arching goals for the future of resi-
dential life are.”

Barnhart, explaining the com-
mittee at the heart of the confusion, 
said she “asked student leaders who 
represent a broad array of students 
to work with [her] closely.”

“The membership was decided 
by the Chancellor,” members of 
SHAC said. “[I]t has always consist-
ed of the elected heads of the IFC, 
Panhel, DormCon, LGC and UA. 
Recently, additional members have 
been added to include additional 
perspectives and to help design and 
lead future conversations regarding 
SHAC.”

The committee’s charge, ac-
cording to the Chancellor’s web-
site, included “answering some 
key questions to help design the 
best residential system for MIT 
students."

SHAC said it “had no direct role 
in planning campus housing.”

The Chancellor’s website in-

cluded a few examples of the “key 
questions” that SHAC was helping 
her answer, including “How do we 
encourage more student-faculty in-
teractions and opportunities for ad-
vising and mentoring?” and “What 
are the strengths and weaknesses 
of different housing assignment 
techniques?”

“SHAC raised student concerns 
to the Chancellor and allowed the 
Chancellor to ask questions about 
these concerns as well as share any 
thoughts of her own,” SHAC’s state-
ment said. “SHAC has discussed a 
variety of topics including diver-
sity and residential life, support 
networks, and how to best support 
communities.”

“Throughout the fall semester, 
SHAC conducted outreach to stu-
dents in residence halls and FSILGs 
to learn more about what’s working 
well and what needs to work bet-
ter in our current residential sys-
tem,” Barnhart said in an email to 
The Tech. “That engagement work 
resulted in a better understand-
ing of the ideals we should strive to 
achieve as we build new dormito-

ries and, bigger picture, shape the 
future of student life at MIT.”

Davis’s email to undergraduates 
said that SHAC’s recent work has 
included “designing a strategy to 
gather information and engage the 
entire campus.”

Barnhart said that “[t]he campus 
planning activity that’s happening 
right now is historic, and provides 
us with an exciting opportunity to 
shape the future of student life at 
MIT. To do that, we need to keep 
open minds and have open dia-
logue like the true problem solvers 
we are.”

Barnhart invites anyone inter-
ested in joining this conversation to 
contact her. “I want to hear from as 
many students as possible!”

Davis told undergrads that he 
considers this “an exciting oppor-
tunity for students to collaborate 
directly with senior MIT leader-
ship on a level that has never before 
been seen at MIT.”

Like Barnhart, Davis invites stu-
dents to share ideas with SHAC, in-
cluding through a “Chat with SHAC” 
thread on discussion.mit.edu.

sponse given the responses the 
2014 Community Attitudes on 
Sexual Assault (CASA) Survey 
received.

“People didn’t realize [the 
extent of sexual harassment and 
assault] that was happening on 
MIT’s campus … they thought 
[MIT] was better and should be 
better,” Tekiela told The Tech. 

Chin and Tekiela began the 
report in November 2013, work-
ing with now-Chancellor Cynthia 
Barnhart, Dean of Undergradu-
ate Education Dennis Freeman, 
and their sponsor and Institute 
Community and Equity Officer 
Edmund Bertschinger.

They used institutional re-
search to get much of their data, 
released a survey in November

of 2014, and held focus groups. 
In these  groups, they found that 
“when someone starts to tell 
a story then people often start 
relating,” Chin said. The focus 

groups were limited to women 
so that participants would feel 
like they could relate to each 
other  and better  speak about 
their experiences, according to 
Tekiela.

Chin and Tekiela initially 
planned for a fall 2015 release, but 
as they tried to finish, they saw 
that there were more and more 
questions to consider, people to 
involve, and recommendations 
to discuss. The report now comes 
out alongside the Black Students’ 
Union recommendations, as well 
as similar efforts from LGBT, Lati-
no, and other groups on campus.

The ultimate message is em-
powerment: “women are do-
ing very well, and they should 
be proud of what they’re doing,” 
Tekiela said. Chin hopes that 
eventually “females and males 
come to MIT and don’t have dif-
ferent experiences based on gen-
der or race … that they have dif-
ferent experiences because they 
are different people.”

Report’s authors 
worked with ICEO
Through surveys, focus groups, 
saw ‘women are doing very well’ 

SHAC seeks to engage all of 
campus in planning dialogue
Barnhart invites anyone interested to contact her

Report, from Page 1

SHAC, from Page 1

DID YOUR MIT ESSAYS GET YOU IN?
The Tech is collecting successful application essays (hint: yours!). 

Email your pieces to cl@tech.mit.edu!
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An Invitation to Quaker Worship 
 

Friends Meeting at Cambridge 
(Quakers) gathers for worship in 
expectant silence at 10:30AM every 
Sunday.  

Quaker worship at Friends 
Meeting at Cambridge is 
unprogrammed and therefore a 
new experience every time. No 
minister leads our worship. Instead, 
we ask individuals to speak to us 
out of the silence only when truly 
led by the Spirit. Sometimes our 
deepest Meetings for Worship take 
place completely in silence. Most 
often 3-6 messages are offered in 
the course of roughly one hour of 
worship together. 

We aspire to be a community 
that prays seriously and yet tries to 
avoid dogma and ritual. We have no 
creed. We do ask searching 
questions of ourselves as a method 
of examining and growing in our 

spiritual and life practices. 
We are a community that 

believes that the spiritual reality of 
the universe is available to every 
individual directly and that 
revelation can be ongoing in the 
present.  

Quakers witness in the world 
through acts of service and by 
trying to "speak Truth to Power" 
about economic and social justice 
issues, peace, and the environment. 
Historically, Quaker witness has 
influenced important change about 
religious freedom, slavery, 
education of females, voting rights 
and more.  

Quakerism has deep roots in 
Christianity. Today, active Meeting 
participants include people from 
many religious traditions: 
Christianity, Universalism, Non-
theism, Buddhism, Judaism, etc. 

Many LGBTQ folks participate in our 
community. All are welcome in a 
sincere search for spiritual depth. 

Friends Meeting at Cambridge 
has active small group gatherings 
for spiritual study and other 
interests as well as child, youth, 
young adult, and family 
programming. Free child care is 
available for all Meeting events. 

Fellowship over coffee takes 
place on Sundays after worship. 

We believe we have much to 
share. We believe that each 
individual has gifts that will 
enhance our community. We invite 
you to visit and hope to see you 
soon. 

Friends Meeting at Cambridge 
5 Longfellow Park, Cambridge MA 

fmcquaker.org 
617-876-6883 

office@fmcquaker.org 
 

Worship: 10:30AM & 5PM Sun - 8:30AM Wed 

Are you a font fiend? Do you like making presentations shine? 

The Production Department of The Tech might be just the place for you!

We’re looking for people to help us design infographics to highlight writers’ content!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Colleen Madlinger, Editor in Chief Katherine Nazemi, 
Managing Editor Vivian Hu, Executive Editor William Navarre, 
and Opinion Editor Claire Lazar.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board members 
choosing to publish their disagreement with the editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions 
are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 
condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 

Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. Email is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by emailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.
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By Erik Lindgren
METEOROLOGIST

A strong low-pressure system has been 
moving northeast from the central parts of 
the U.S. during the past few days, bringing 
overcast skies and more or less continuous 
precipitation. The system will continue to 
move northeast and will be mostly gone 
from the Boston area by Friday  morning. 
High pressure will build up on Friday and 
keep the skies relatively clear over the 
weekend, especially  on Saturday. The 
weekend temperatures will be slightly low-
er than during the week, with high tem-

peratures at or below 40°F.  Friday  night 
will bring the coldest temperatures, but 
the low will probably not reach below 25°F. 
These temperatures are within the normal 
range for this time of year.

Another low-pressure system will 
move southeast from central Canada over 
the weekend, but for now it seems likely 
to pass to the north of us. Trailing this 
system  is yet another low pressure sys-
tem, which will cause moderate precipita-
tion over the Great Lakes and move east 
or northeast, reaching New England  on 
Monday. There are large uncertainties in 
the models this far in advance, but we may 

experience more snow or rain early next 
week.

Extended Forecast
Today: Rain likely before noon, chance 

of rain in the afternoon. High 56°F 
(13°C). Winds SW at around 20 
mph.

Tonight: Cloudy, chance of rain. Low 
35°F (2°C). Winds SW at 15-20 mph.

Tomorrow: Partly sunny. High 40°F 
(4°C). Winds NW at 15-20 mph. 

Saturday: Sunny. High 35°F (2°C).
Sunday: Mostly cloudy. High 45°F 

(7°C).

WEATHER

Rain, some weekend sunshine, and possibly 
more rain
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Thursday, February 25, 2016

By Allan Sadun

Conversations in Dormcon and the 
UA have revealed that although the plans to 
turn the Metropolitan Storage Warehouse 
into a dorm by fall 2018 have fallen through, 
MIT is still planning to build an undergrad-
uate dorm by fall 2019. In addition, as posts 
on MIT Confessions have hinted, the Chan-
cellor’s Student Housing Advisory Com-
mittee (SHAC), made up of five to ten stu-
dents, is planning some kind of experiment 
in alternative community structure for this 
dorm. SHAC has mountains of data about 
the ways in which different ideas succeed 
or fail at promoting diversity, community, 
and academic development, and although 
they’ve been secretive for the past half-year, 
we’ve been promised that they’re soon go-

ing to conduct more surveys, focus groups, 
and discussions to get student input.

Using us as guinea pigs, data points, and 
sources of personal experience to be mined 
can be advantageous. But we’re also stake-
holders and analytical thinkers, and we 
should be more involved in the process of 
SHAC’s deliberations. SHAC is dealing with 
short-term issues (primarily, the coming 
dorm), not just the long-term deliberations 
listed on their website, and they should be 
open about that. They should be making the 
short-term issues clear by promptly posting 
meeting summaries to their website and 
bringing them up in townhalls and focus 
groups. In general, SHAC should be show-
ing us data and walking us through their 
preliminary thoughts  so that we can be a 
part of the back-and-forth conversation. 
I’m glad to hear SHAC has set up an email 

address and a  discussion.mit.edu  thread 
for suggestions, but I still worry that these 
will be ways for us to talk to SHAC, and that 
SHAC will mostly not talk to us.

Involving the broader student body is 
beneficial for two reasons. First, it helps 
avoid groupthink, hopefully leading to 
better results and vetted reasoning. And 
second, it ensures that if SHAC ends up 
deciding something controversial, we will 
be prepared and familiar with the reasons 
for it, and it will step outside the usual pat-
tern of communication being “too little, too 
late.”

True involvement will be hard, but it 
will be worth it. I urge SHAC to give it a try. 
If they don’t think it’s possible, they should 
look up the Chancellor’s Strategic Advisory 
Committee of 1999, which did a great job of 
it.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Housing deliberations should involve 
student body, not just accept student 
input
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PORTRAITS OF RESILIENCE

Lydia Krasilnikova
Editor’s Note: Portraits of Resilience is a 

photography and narrative series by Prof. 
Daniel Jackson. Each installment consists 
of a portrait and a story, told in the subject’​
s own words, of how they found resilience 
and meaning in their life.

It was October 29th, 2012. My research 
wasn’t going too great and classes were 
taking up all my time. I was very stressed 
out and unhappy and I wasn’t exercising 
or sleeping or eating right or socializing 
very much. I was very miserable and my 
boyfriend and I had a big fight and we al-
most broke up. It was very dramatic.

I went over to visit my friend, who goes 
to Tufts, where they have a lot more trees 
and people just hang out. In the dorms at 
MIT, we work adjacent to each other like 
parallel play when you’re kids. At Tufts, 
I was amazed because people were just 
hanging out. Not with their laptops in front 
of them, not doing a little work in the back-
ground. Oftentimes at MIT, when you let 
yourself hang out, you still have a cloud 
looming over you of some unfinished task. 
There’s a lot of guilt associated with just 
hanging out. They didn’t have any guilt. It 
was just joyful, blissful, happy hanging out. 
It was so bizarre to me; it was so lovely.

I wrote a blog post titled “Meltdown” 
saying I’m hoping that this is all worth it 
because I came here to build myself into 
something better. But it really did feel like 
I was being stretched very, very thin. The 
response was incredible. A lot of people 
commented and a lot of people emailed 
me, especially alums, especially people I’d 
looked up to that I didn’t realize really saw 
me.

Shortly after, I lost my job and my 
grandfather died. Then it felt like when I 
wrote “Meltdown,” that I had had every-
thing back then.

My parents had me young, so I spent 
a lot of time with my grandparents. Even 
after we left Russia, my grandparents on 
my mom’s side visited us every single sum-
mer. My maternal grandfather was diag-
nosed with cancer before I came to MIT. I 
did not think for a moment that he would 
die. The last time I saw him, my mom and I 
went to Israel where he was in the hospital 
to spend time with him for a week. It was 
actually pretty astounding. He’d lost the 
ability to speak and, for that week, we got 
our own little miracle. It was as if he was 
healthy. He spoke, he could walk around 
— it seemed like he was better. It was prob-
ably very positive for him that we came to 
visit. It probably made him feel very loved 
and cherished and that probably does 
wonders for fighting cancer.

Anyway, I had brought a stack of papers 
for a job and I was reading these papers in-
stead of fully dedicating myself to spend-
ing time with him. That is absolutely one 
of my biggest regrets. That job led to noth-
ing. It doesn’t matter what I sacrificed. It 
wasn’t worth it, not even a little.

It’s so important not to prioritize career 
over family. You don’t realize what people 
are doing in your life, what roles they’re 
playing, sometimes until they die. And you 
don’t know what you are holding together 
in other people’s lives. You might not know 
that you are the glue holding together so 
much, because you take yourself for grant-
ed, just like we take other people for grant-
ed. Before my grandfather died, he had 
been holding up so much. I had no idea.

Anyway, all of that fell apart. I felt like I 
had lost everything. I think that’s the low-
est I’ve been.

I don’t think I will ever get over those 
things. I’m okay with that. I certainly think 
I’m happier now than I have been in a very 
long time. I have more free time, and I have 
a rewarding job doing research that is go-
ing to have an impact on people’s lives.

There will always be times when things 
are really bad. The bad things pass, you 
survive them, and you move on, and you 
get to experience awesome things down 
the road.

I think the mind is like a forest floor: 
the more you walk paths, the deeper they 
get and the easier it is to walk them again. 
When I wasn’t doing so great, there was 
a path falling into unhappiness, and the 
more I walked on it, the deeper that path 
got. It’s important to learn how to tell your-
self, “No, I’m not thinking about that right 
now. As a matter of fact I’m never thinking 
about that; we’re done here.” Eventually, if 
you let it, that darker path will get covered 
up with leaves; the leaves will disintegrate 
over the winter and by spring there will be 
new dirt covering it. The path is still there 
but it’s shallow and small and you don’t 
have to fall into walking it.

In the meantime if you build more posi-
tive paths they will become easier and eas-
ier to find. One of the biggest realizations 
that I had is that happiness isn’t something 
that happens to you. It’s a choice. There 
are certain things that I know I need to do 
to be happy and I make the choice to do 
those things — first because I deserve that, 

second because I have things that I want to 
do in my life, and third because my family 
and the people who love me deserve that.

In order to be happy, my boyfriend 
and I run two or three miles a day. I don’t 
eat junk food or sugar except on Sundays 
when we run to Union Square Donuts and 
we eat like five donuts. Mental health and 
physical health are so entangled. I just 
know, if I want to have a good day tomor-

row I need to run today, I need to not eat 
junk food today, and I need to go to bed on 
time. I just know that those are the precon-
ditions. If your method is mental health it’s 
got some preconditions. You can’t expect 
that method to run properly when you’re 
not satisfying its preconditions.

If you are pouring all of your self-worth 
into preparing for that exam because 
that is the only thing you’ve been doing, 

then of course if you do worse than you 
hoped it’s going to suck. But it sucks a lot 
less when you have other things in your 
life that you’re living for. Calling my fam-
ily and going on walks, that’s actually very 
nice. When I have a particularly bad day, 
sometimes my boyfriend will meet me on 
campus and we’ll just go on a walk.

I think it’s important to use something 
other than career or classes to mark the 

passage of time. For me, that is pages read 
and distance travelled on foot and watch-
ing my little brother grow up. I’m building 
myself as a better writer and thinker by 
reading and by exploring the world around 
me. I am actively working on my vocabu-
lary, and I keep a little log of new words. 
Sometimes I go through them and it makes 
me very happy. In particular, I learned the 
word ‘scintillating’ and I love that word; it’s 
mine now. I know that I’m building some-
thing, something that is my own and that 
is just for me. I’m building my vocabulary 
and I’m building my mind and I’m build-
ing myself as a person.

Lydia Krasilnikova ’14 is an MEng stu-
dent in Computer Science and Molecular 
Biology.

This project is supported by the Un-
dergraduate Association’​s Committee on 
Student Support and Wellness, chaired by 
Tamar Weseley ’17 and Alice Zielinski ’16. 
To participate in the project, or to learn 
more, contact ResilienceProject@mit.edu.

There are many ways to find help. Mem-
bers of the MIT community can access sup-
port resources at together.mit.edu. To ac-
cess support through MIT Medical’s Mental 
Health & Counseling Service, please call 
(617) 253-2916 or visit medical.mit.edu.​

Image and text copyright Daniel Jack-
son, 2016.

COURTESY OF DANIEL JACKSON

Oftentimes at MIT, 
when you let yourself 
hang out, you still have 
a cloud looming over 
you of some unfinished 
task. There’s a lot of 
guilt associated with 
just hanging out.

It’s important not to prioritize career over family. 
You might not know that you are the glue holding 
together so much, because you take yourself 
for granted, just like we take other people for 
granted.
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By Carolyn Fu
STAFF WRITER

The audience is gathered in the cozy Oberon The-
ater, with performance areas spread out between and 
around us. We are embedded in what promises to be a 
novel theatrical experience — an engaging mixture of 
dialogue, dance, and video.

Yet, the first thing creator Marissa Roberts tells us 
in this intimate setting is to feel free to take photos and 
tweet them throughout the show. Immediately, we 
millennials break away, eagerly diving into our pockets 
for the private glow of our own phones.

As the performance starts, I obligingly whip out my 
own. While I try to keep my eyes on the show, I cannot 
help the temptation to excitedly snap shots, and then 
tweet about the excitement of snapping shots. But the 
performers’ energetic choreography and sincere emo-
tions soon give me a quandary: should I try to catch this 
perfect shot to show other people what a great time I’m 
having? Or should I watch it with my own eyes to make 
a lasting memory of the moment? #TheStruggleIsReal.

In the end, the dancing is too inviting and I put my 
phone aside, though still fingering the home button 
like a security blanket. I follow the leads, Kat (Misha 
Shields) and Jack (Rob Brinkmann), as they live their 

lives through their devices: Kat is caught up in a digi-
tal romance at the expense of her real life friends and 
career, while Jack is tied down by the constant pres-
sures of work emails and bill payments that ping him 
throughout the day.

As much as I would already identify with Kat and 
Jack, Roberts and co-creator Elizabeth McGuire ex-
pertly tune both dialogue and dance to hopelessly 
draw me in. Their conversations with friends are ones I 
could have easily pulled from my own memory, while 
the choreography has a unique way of embellishing 
everyday movements. Kat lurches upright to an incom-
ing call from her date, pulled almost like an unwilling 
addict; Jack hesitantly leans in and away from Kat as 
he sees her for the first time, as if unsure how to inter-
act with an attractive human being if he cannot swipe 
right. The production boasts an impressive cast of 
dancers, with Brinkmann in particular giving a won-
derfully honest portrayal of Jack, generous in both his 
movement and expression.

But as good as the piece is at engaging the emo-
tion through these individual vignettes, the overarch-
ing narrative is loose, if not entirely non-existent. Kat 
spirals into a somewhat unrealistic obsession with 
her date, while Jack recovers from a failed venture just 
a little too easily. The concluding message is likewise 
discontinuous: it ends on the phrase, “I am enough,” 
when it is not clear the characters really feel that way. 
Worse, the piece finishes up with a dance number 
complete with a disco ball and Chinese water sleeves 
that seems to come out of left field. A bit more prun-
ing and pacing would have gone a long way to deliver 
a simpler and clearer message to the audience. But 
then again, as confusing as carving an identity in our 
digitized lives has been for all of us, perhaps remaining 
somewhat lost is the point after all.

By Tara Lee
ARTS EDITOR

Weekends were made for brunch, and the 
recent polar-chill weekend was no exception 
for me and my buddies, Julia and Krystal. 
We ventured over to Loyal Nine in the East 
Cambridge area, and we were welcomed 
into a light-filled, rustic-themed restaurant. 
Our booth’s raw wooden seats looked (and 
felt) as if they just came out of a woodwork-
ing shop, and our napkins were what I like to 
call “faux washcloths” — those white square 
linen cloths with a single washed-out blue 
stripe. The water came in a pour-it-yourself 

tall bottle, and I could see a bit of the open 
kitchen on the other side of the room. The 
ambience was the perfect recipe for an artsy 
Instagram post, but their actual food recipes 
could have used some help.

We started off with a side of Belon oys-
ters and Onset oysters, both of which were 
incredibly fresh and well-accented with a 
splash of vinegar and lemon. The Maine Be-
lon oysters had a slightly sweet aftertaste, 
giving my palate a pleasant start to what I 
had hoped would be an equally pleasant 
brunch.

Unfortunately, my brunch entrée did not 
match my expectations. I ordered the Lob-
ster Popover, which came with lobster, two 
popover rolls, and a poached egg topped 
with pork fat hollandaise sauce. It was plated 
next to a bed of greens that I think were only 
there to fill up space next to the small portion 
size. Like the oysters, the lobster was tender 
and fresh, but the rest of the dish tasted like 
a soggy, deconstructed eggs Benedict. The 
popovers were soft on the inside with a tough 
outer crust, but by the end of the meal, it was 
hard to tell since everything was smothered 
under the runny poached egg and hollan-
daise sauce. The quality lobster made up for 
the confusing egg, hollandaise, and bread 
mush, so the dish did not taste terrible by any 
means, but I was expecting a bit more for $17.

Krystal’s dish was “devastatingly average,” 
as she described it. She ordered the Pom-
demnast, which was a porridge of grains, a 
soft egg, herb salad, and pawlet cheese. “It 
had a name that sounded far more interest-

ing than it tasted,” she explained. “What was 
supposed to be a savory porridge topped 
with an herb salad seemed more like a luke-
warm version of oatmeal that had way too 
much cilantro and not enough salt. The egg 
tasted nice.” Krystal could not even man-
age to finish her dish, and after sampling 
a small spoonful of her porridge, I was not 
surprised.

Julia ordered the Augusta Potato Rosti, 
which came with creamed chipped beef, a 
fried egg, and fish pepper relish. “My brunch 

was pretty average, probably because the 
dish’s main flavoring was salt,” she said. “It 
wasn’t awful, though, and the egg was great!”

All in all, it seems that Loyal Nine makes 
fairly decent eggs and seafood, but lacks fla-
vor and taste in the rest of its kitchen’s cre-
ations. We actually went back to our dining 
hall afterward to eat a second brunch since 
our stomachs were unsatisfied by the quan-
tity of food. Maybe their dinner menu is bet-
ter, but I do not think I’ll be coming back to 
find out for myself.
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THEATER REVIEW

Tweeting in the theater
Digital identity, millennials, and mixed medium art

RESTAURANT REVIEW

A picturesque brunch at Loyal Nine
East Cambridge restaurant brings fresh seafood to the table, but not much else
HHH✩✩

Loyal Nine
Address: 660 Cambridge St, 
Cambridge, MA 02141

Hours: Sun 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
5:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

Mon 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Tue – Thu 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
5:30 p.m. – 11 p.m. 

Fri – Sat 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., 5:30 
p.m. – 1 a.m.  

Searching for Signal
Performed by Touch Performance 
Art

Oberon Theater

Runs February 18 to March 4

TARA LEE—THE TECH

Pondemast from Loyal Nine in East Cambridge.

COURTESY OF EVGENIA ELISEEVA

Touch Performance Art performs Searching for Signal.

Want to get free movie tickets?
Then write movie reviews for The Tech.
(Advance screening opportunities also available!)

join@tech.mit.edu
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I T ’ S  O N  A L L  O F  U S
T O  L E A R N  T O  S P E A K  U P.

Only
SETTING

SUCCESS
"Endicott House is a great asset to MIT - one that can not be 
duplicated... the perfect place to get away from the urban setting of 
MIT and experience the beautiful setting of Endicott. This is true 
either in fall, winter or spring. Endicott has always been a  special 
place for conferences." 

for

mitendicotthouse.orgOWNED AND OPERATED BY THE MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Professor Jan Wampler
MIT Architecture Reserve your retreat today! 617-715-4900 or endicott-sales@mit.edu 

Solution to Chartreuse
from page 13

1 9 7 8 6 2 3 5 4
8 7 5 6 4 9 1 3 2
3 2 9 1 8 4 5 7 6
7 6 4 5 3 8 9 2 1
9 8 6 7 5 1 2 4 3
5 4 2 3 1 6 7 9 8
6 5 3 4 2 7 8 1 9
2 1 8 9 7 3 4 6 5
4 3 1 2 9 5 6 8 7

Solution to Azure
from page 13

1 9 6 4 3 2 7 8 5
3 7 8 1 5 9 4 2 6
5 4 2 6 8 7 3 9 1
2 1 7 5 6 8 9 3 4
6 3 4 2 9 1 8 5 7
9 8 5 3 7 4 6 1 2
7 6 3 8 2 5 1 4 9
8 5 1 9 4 6 2 7 3
4 2 9 7 1 3 5 6 8

Solution to Aquamarine
from page 13

1 6 7 8 5 9 3 4 2
3 4 8 1 7 2 5 6 9
2 9 5 6 4 3 1 7 8
7 3 9 5 8 4 2 1 6
6 8 4 3 2 1 9 5 7
5 2 1 7 9 6 8 3 4
9 1 2 4 6 5 7 8 3
8 5 6 9 3 7 4 2 1
4 7 3 2 1 8 6 9 5

Solution to Vermillion
from page 12

6 2 4 5 9 1 3 8 7
5 1 3 4 8 9 2 7 6
3 8 1 2 6 7 9 5 4
7 3 5 6 1 2 4 9 8
2 7 9 1 5 6 8 4 3
9 5 7 8 3 4 6 2 1
1 6 8 9 4 5 7 3 2
8 4 6 7 2 3 5 1 9
4 9 2 3 7 8 1 6 5

Solution to Fuchsia
from page 12

3 6 1 2 5 4
4 1 2 3 6 5
1 4 5 6 3 2
5 2 3 4 1 6
6 3 4 5 2 1
2 5 6 1 4 3

Solution to Periwinkle
from page 12

3 2 4 5 6 1
1 6 2 3 4 5
4 3 5 6 1 2
5 4 6 1 2 3
2 1 3 4 5 6
6 5 1 2 3 4

Meet your 
fellow tech staff . 
(aka, your new 3 a.m. 
pset support group)

join@tech.mit.edu
W20-483, 617-253-1541
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SPOTLIGHT ON
FENCING

Photography by Lenny Martinez
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VIDEO PROJECT 

Filming all    Week! 
February 20–26  
at a dorm near you!
and

Student Ctr PDR 4  
2/26 • 12–1:30pm

Calling All  MIT Students

Sponsored by The MIT Annual Fund

facebook.com/MITThankADonor

  FREE CUPCAKES  
from Georgetown Cupcakes

  $100 AMAZON GIFT CARDS   
two raffle entries just for participating 

  BEATS BY DR. DRE  
SOLO 2 HEADPHONES 
for the most creative individual 

AND

SWEET

Prizes

Film your own clip! 
Submit to: thankadonor@mit.edu 
Deadline: February 28, 2015

What do you want from the 
library of the future?

Can’t make it to the forums?  
Add your suggestions to the Idea Bank at  
future-of-libraries.mit.edu

Share your thoughts and engage in open discussion 
with the MIT Task Force on the Future of Libraries 

Undergraduate* Open Forum
Thursday, March 3, 4–5:30 pm 
Building 4-270 
 

Graduate Student* Open Forum 
Tuesday, March 15, 3:30–5 pm 
Building 4-270

Register at libraries.mit.edu/events

*Discussion will be tailored for this audience; however, all students are welcome at both events

CAMP SCIENCE TEACHER
Looking for a students to teach a 
science class to children for Nike 

Tennis Camp.
Hours are from 1:30-3:00pm 
mon-thurs. Starts June 20th-

Aug. 11th
25$ per hour

contact dhagymas@mit.edu

larly in light of the fact that the new 
storage plans are being implement-
ed on relatively short notice.

For students in dorms which 
do not have storage space  — New 
House, Next House, Maseeh, and 
Baker — other storage options will 
be available. DSL is negotiating with 
storage companies, apparently in-
cluding one that just hired the same 
person who used to run the Metro-
politan Storage Warehouse.

MIT will not be partnering ex-
clusively with any of the renters’ 

insurance or the storage companies, 
so students can take advantage of 
whatever storage options are opti-
mal for them, whether those are ne-
gotiated by MIT or not.

There is also the possibility that 
students whose parents have home-
owners’ insurance that extends to 
the students’ belongings will not 
have to purchase renters’ insurance.

According to Dean of Admis-
sions Stu Schmill ’86, financial aid 
will not be available for summer 
storage or renters’ insurance, as Stu-
dent Financial Services “[isn’t] able 
to offer financial aid for undergrad-

uates to cover summer expenses.”
Dennis Collins and Peter Cum-

mings of DSL brought the renters’ 
insurance proposal to DormCon 
leaders last week. The idea had not 
been one of those previously dis-
cussed by DormCon.

The idea of renters’ insurance 
for students, however, had already 
been discussed on campus. A cam-
paign was introduced in 2014 by the 
Housing and Community Affairs 
committee of the GSC to encourage 
graduate students to buy renters’ 
insurance due to the fact that MIT 
is not liable for items damaged in 

dorm rooms.
Postak reiterated that the plan 

is still “currently developing” and 
many things are up in the air. 
DormCon and DSL hope to have 
plans for in-dorm storage for this 
summer finalized before spring 
break.

She says they “know people are 
very stressed out about not know-
ing what’s going to happen to their 
things” and they’re “working pretty 
hard to try to get that information 
out.”

Karleigh Moore contributed to 
reporting.

Students in non-storage dorms may find 
off-campus storage options through MIT
Rooms used for storage will need to have sprinkler systems in place 
DSL, from Page 1
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Are you a 
tetris ninja?

Use your 
powers 

for good!

...by joining 
the production 
department at 
Th e Tech!
join@tech.mit.edu
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Talent Show
Episode i

The Force   maii 

all money will 
go to the 

Community Art center 
in Cambridge

apo

Performances by...

Friday 
Feb 26th
7:30 PM
32-123

her plan to address these com-
plaints, Nelson emphasized build-
ing a sense of belonging, breaking 
down barriers, and connecting 
academic and co-curricular life. 
Nelson’s plan, which was set to be 
implemented for the class of 2019, 
laid out steps to include class-
room space in dorms for first-year 
seminars, to help living groups 
develop traditions and plan social 
outings, and facilitate connec-
tions between upperclassmen and 
underclassmen.

At Harvard, where she worked 
from 2005 to 2012, she served as as-
sociate dean of student life before 
being promoted to dean of student 
life. There, she launched the Office 
of BGLTQ Student Life, led a hous-
ing renovations initiative, and re-
vised alcohol policies.

An article in The Harvard Crim-
son characterized the revised alco-
hol policy as “ushering in an era of 
greater University regulation over 
undergraduate drinking.” The poli-
cy regulated the “quantity and type 
of alcohol that can be served, how 
it can be advertised and licensed, 
and when it can be offered.”

In 2008, Harvard announced a 
$1 billion housing renovation proj-
ect that would “completely restruc-
ture the internal architecture of the 
Houses” within 15 years. Nelson 
told the Harvard Gazette that the 
goal was not “just to refurbish the 
structures of the buildings, but also 
to offer an optimal environment for 
fellowship and learning, which is 
central to the academic mission of 
the College.”

In another article, The Crimson 
said that “reviews of Nelson’s ten-
ure at Harvard are mixed. While 
administrators and student lead-
ers universally praised Nelson for 
striving to involve students in the 
[Office of Student Life]’s decision-
making process, some said they 
thought Nelson was perceived by 
undergraduates as overbearingly 
involved in student organization 
governance — or conversely, not 
known to many students at all."

While at Cornell, from 1998 to 
2005, Nelson  managed 3,500 stu-
dents in 67 Greek organizations as 
associate dean of students for fra-
ternity and sorority affairs. Prior 
to this, from 1993 to 1998, Nelson 
served at Syracuse University as as-

sistant director for leadership and 
student organizations, and as di-
rector of Greek life.

As the vice president of student 
life, Nelson will lead the DSL, which 
includes DAPER, the Department 
of Athletics, and the offices of hous-
ing; dining; fraternities, sororities, 
and independent living groups; 
residential life programs; student 
citizenship; student outreach and 
support; student development; 
and religious life.

Last October, following the an-
nouncement of Colombo’s retire-
ment, Chancellor Barnhart PhD 
’88 appointed a search committee, 
chaired by Professor of Physics and 
Faculty Chair Krishna Rajagopal, 
to find candidates to lead DSL. The 
search committee included profes-
sors, head campus administrators, 
housemasters, Graduate Resident 
Tutors, and student leaders from 
the Undergraduate Association, 
Interfraternity Council, DormCon, 
and the Graduate Student Council.

“My goal in communicating 
with students, really anyone, is 
to have them feel heard and re-
spected. Being student-centered … 
means empathizing with students 
and actively listening to what they 
are experiencing and what they 
need,” said Nelson, according to 
the Chancellor’s email.

“Through her 32-year career in 
higher education, Suzy has served 
campus communities — Colgate, 
Harvard, Cornell, and Syracuse — 
as different from each other as they 
are from MIT. Yet in each setting, 
she has built open, effective, lasting 
partnerships with students, faculty, 
and staff; used campus planning 
efforts to improve the quality of stu-
dent life; and implemented student 
support systems that emphasize 
health, wellness, and safety. She 
comes to this new position with a 
keen appreciation for MIT’s unique 
cultures, traditions, and values, 
and an inspiring sense of how com-
munities can flourish by working 
on hard problems together,” wrote 
the Chancellor.

“In Suzy Nelson, we have found 
someone who enjoys the quali-
ties that make MIT different, and 
who demonstrates the kind of col-
laborative leadership and creative 
thinking that will help our commu-
nity grow even stronger,” President 
L. Rafael Reif said to the MIT News 
Office.

Nelson to lead DSL, 
DAPER, ILG offices 
Served as dean of student life at 
Harvard before going to Colgate
Nelson, from Page 1

Lenny, Course 2
Michelle, Course 3

Jiahao, Course 6
Patricia, Course 8
Vivian, Course 9
Amy, Course 10

Vince, Course 12
Fiona, Course 14

A sampling of people youʼll meet 
during a typical dinner at The Tech:

Weʼre everywhere! 

Samir, Course 16
Katherine, Course 17

Claire, Course 18
Jack, Course 19
Tara, Course 20

Mirny, Course 21
Karleigh, CMS

Alex, Course 22

join@tech.mit.edu
W20-483, 617-253-1541
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

108× 360×

4× 2 20×

120×

40× 18× 3

120× 6

12+ 4

Fuchsia
Solution, page 8

72× 12+ 20+

2×

60× 3÷ 12×

13+ 20×

360× 2×

2 4× 3

Periwinkle
Solution, page 8

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1–9. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Vermillion
Solution, page 8

30× 2× 32+ 27× 56×

3× 4 18× 22+

21+ 12× 14×

5 1 29+

14× 25+ 18+ 9+ 3

9× 15+ 6 1

30+ 20× 1− 11+

2÷ 336× 6×

54× 5
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Aquamarine
Solution, page 8

1 6 9 3 4
4 6

5 3 7
7 8 2

4 3 1 9
1 9 4

1 4 7
5 2
7 3 2 9 5

Azure
Solution, page 8

1 9 3 7
3 8 6

7 9
2 7 6 3 4

2 1
9 8 7 6 2

6 8
8 2 3

9 1 6 8
Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 

exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1–9. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Chartreuse
Solution, page 8

25+ 28+ 60×

23+ 192× 1 2

10+ 32× 45× 84×

14+ 140× 15× 3×

45× 6 23+

40× 24× 6 8

6 24× 27+ 6× 9

6+ 1 2− 35×

54× 48×
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For more information, visit  arts.mit.edu/schnitzer

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
SCHNITZER PRIZE IN 

THE VISUAL ARTS
Application  goes live: 
February 1, 2016

Submission deadline: 
Monday, March 14,  2016

First Prize: $5,000   
Second Prize: $3,000  

Third Prize: $2,000 

MIT undergraduate and graduate 
students are encouraged to apply.

By Max Berkowitz
DAPER STAFF

The MIT men’s track and field 
team, ranked No. 7 in the latest 
United States Track and Field and 
Coaches Association (USTFCCCA) 
poll, clinched their fourth straight 
New England Division III Indoor 
Championship on Saturday after-
noon on their home track inside 
the Johnson Athletic Center.

One of 30 teams in attendance, 
MIT totaled 138 points for the win 
and ranked ahead of Williams Col-
lege in second (132 points). Tufts 
University claimed third place (74), 
Bowdoin College was fourth (55), 
and Bates College was fifth (51). 
MIT was the only New England 
Women’s and Men’s Athletic Con-
ference (NEWMAC) representative 
in the top  five,  as the other four 
teams came from the New England 
Small College Athletic Conference 
(NESCAC).

Michael Kaba ’16 won three in-
dividual events — the 200-meter 
dash, the 400-meter dash and the 
60-meter hurdles — to pace the En-
gineers’ efforts, while Arinze Okeke 
’17took the crown in the long jump 
and the triple jump. Aidan Gilson 
’19 ran to a first place finish in the 
mile run. The 4x400-meter relay 
team, made up of  Kaba, Danny 
Newman ’17, Derek Barnes ’16, and 
States Lee ’16, won the event in 
3:23.30.

Kaba won the 200m in 22.38 sec-
onds, the 400m in 49.85 seconds and 
the 60m hurdles in 8.20 seconds, a 
personal best for the senior. Okeke 

leapt 22  feet, 11.75  inches (7.00m) 
in the long jump — a matched per-
sonal record — and 46 feet, 9 inch-
es in the triple jump. Gilson crossed 
the line in the mile in 4:25.20. Be-
hind Kaba in the 200-meter dash, 
Newman and Livingston Albritten 
’18 were separated by 0.002  sec-
onds as the duo ran times of 22.631 
and 22.633, respectively, for fourth 
and fifth place. Newman’s mark is a 
new personal record for the junior.

In the field events, Okeke led the 
charge as one of four Engineers in 
the top  five in the triple jump and 
one of three to place in the long 
jump. Behind him in the triple 
was William Ruschel ’18 in sec-
ond (46  feet, 6  inches, or  14.17m), 
D. Carrington Motley ’16 in fourth 
(45  feet, 11.75  inches, or  14.01m), 
and Ryan Prinster ’18 in fifth 
(45 feet, 2.5 inches, or 13.78m).

Luke Gray ’18 split his time be-
tween the two days competing in 
the heptathlon. He finished the 
Saturday portion in fourth place 
with a personal best score of 4,247 
points. Gray set four personal re-
cords which included the shot put 
(11.76m), the high jump (1.65m), 
the 1000-meter run (2:50.96), and 
the 60-meter dash (7.68 seconds).

MIT returns to action next 
weekend as those who qualified 
for the New England Intercollegiate 
Amateur Athletic Association (NEI-
CAAA) Indoor Championships 
will travel to Boston University on 
Friday, February 26 and Saturday, 
February 27 for a chance to quali-
fy for the NCAA Division III Cham-
pionships later in March.

Men’s track & field 
wins Div. III meet
At championships, MIT takes first 
among the 30 teams competing 

LENNY MARTINEZ—THE TECH

Mounica R. Paturu ’16 and Helen A. Sakharova ’19 face off in the final for women’s epée at the 
New England Intercollegiate Fencing Conference held this past Saturday at Wellesley College.
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By Max Berkowitz
DAPER STAFF

The MIT women’s swimming 
and diving team captured its sixth 
straight New England Women’s 
and Men’s Athletic Conference 
(NEWMAC) Championship over 
the weekend.

For her excellent performance 
at the Conference Championship, 
Addie Chambers ’19 was named 
NEWMAC Women’s Swimmer of 
the Year.

The Engineers totaled 1,259.5 
points over the four-day Cham-
pionship competition. Behind 
MIT was Springfield College (919 
points), Wellesley College (744.5), 
the U.S. Coast Guard Academy 
(608), Wheaton College (588.5), 
WPI (574.5), Smith College (341), 
Clark University (315), Mount 
Holyoke College (296), and Bab-
son College (165).

Chambers began the final day 
of the competition by smashing 

the MIT, NEWMAC, and meet re-
cord with a time of 16:55.88 in the 
1650-freestyle. The old record was 
set in 2012 by Emmie Ryan ’15 who 
swam a 16:59.05 (NEWMAC) and 
17:06.26 (meet). Her performance 
earned NEWMAC First Team All-
Conference honors and an NCAA 
“B” cut.  

In the the 200-backstroke, Ve-
ronika Jedryka ’17 bested the MIT, 
NEWMAC, and meet record with 
a time of 1:58.97. Previously the 
junior held the school and MIT 
records but busted it by 0.20 sec-
onds. Clare Wieland ’19 and Cath-
erine Wu ’19 joined Jedryka in the 
top five as Wieland claimed third 
(2:07.68) and Wu finished fifth 
(2:08.44).

The 400-freestyle relay com-
prised Jedryka, Margaret Guo ’16, 
Jessica Chen ’18, and Amanda Wu 
’18, and  broke the meet record 
with a final time of 3:25.89. The 
previous mark was 3:26.51.

Chen claimed NEWMAC Sec-

ond Team All-Conference acco-
lades in the 200-breaststroke with 
a time of 2:19.66.

MIT had three Engineers on 
the podium in the 100-freestyle: 
Amanda Wu  in second in 51.83, 
Guo in sixth in 53.01, and Kath-
erine Yu ’16 who tied for ninth 
with  a time of 53.62. Wu earned 
NEWMAC Second Team All-Con-
ference honors and an NCAA “B” 
cut.

On the one-meter diving 
board, Morgan Matranga ’18 
finished second with a final 
score of 463.05 and Dolly Payne 
’18  took seventh with a point to-
tal of 432.80. Both Matranga’s 
and Payne’s scores surpass the 
410-point  NCAA Division III Div-
ing standard.

The MIT divers will return to 
action next weekend at the NCAA 
Northeast-North Diving Regional, 
which is scheduled for Friday, 
February 26 and Saturday, Febru-
ary 27 at Wellesley College.

Women’s swim and dive wins 
6th straight NEWMAC title
MIT Engineers seal the championship with 300- 
point margin over runner-up, Springfield College

By Max Berkowitz
DAPER STAFF

The MIT men’s swimming and 
diving team  clinched their eighth 
straight (and tenth overall) New 
England Women’s and Men’s 
Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) 
Championship over the weekend.

For his excellent perfor-
mance at the Conference cham-
pionship,   Elliot Forde ’19 was 
named  NEWMAC Men’s Diver of 
the Year.

The Engineers totaled 1,468 
points over the four-day Champi-
onship meet. Behind MIT was WPI 
with 1,097.5 points, the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy (1,003.5 points), 
Wheaton College (558.5), Spring-
field College (493), Babson College 
(379), and Clark University (317.5).

Josh Graves ’19 crushed the 
meet record  in the 1650-freestyle 
by nearly 8.50 seconds with a time 
of 15:33.44. Graves earned NEW-
MAC First Team All-Conference 
accolades and an NCAA “B” cut. 
Alongside Graves on the podium 
was Parker Greene ’18, who placed 
third overall in 16:19.04.

Douglas Kogut ’18 tied the meet 
record  that he set last year as a 
freshman in the 200-backstroke 
(1:48.01). Kogut was joined by 
Luke Eure ’19 who earned NEW-
MAC Second Team All-Conference 
honors with a time of 1:50.12.

The Engineers concluded the 
individual portion of the Cham-
pionship meet with five student-
athletes on the podium in the 
200-butterfly, including the top 
four in the event. Luke Schlueter 
’16, who broke the meet record in 
the preliminaries this morning in 
1:49.52, shaved nearly one second 
off his time in the finals as he fin-
ished in 1:48.66.

In the 400-free relay, Jeremy 
Bogle ’18, Kogut, Joshua Tomazin 
’18, and Daryl Neubieser ’16 broke 
the meet record with a time of 
2:59.80.

In the 100-freestyle, the En-
gineers took second, third, and 
fourth on the ten team podi-
um.  Daryl Neubieser ’16 paced 
MIT for NEWMAC Second Team 
All-Conference accolades and a 
“B” cut with a time of 45.43, just 
0.02 seconds behind event win-
ner Andrew Bauer from WPI.

Brandon McKenzie ’19 
clinched a podium appearance 
as he grabbed third place in the 
200-breaststroke in a time of 
2:04.47 for an NCAA “B” cut, while 
Justin Chiu ’18 finished in fifth in 
2:06.17.

The MIT divers will return to 
action next weekend at the NCAA 
Northeast-North Diving Regional, 
which is scheduled for Friday, Feb-
ruary 26 and Saturday, February 27 
at Wellesley College.

Men’s swim and 
dive team claims 
8th straight win 
MIT opens nearly 400-point lead 
in the NEWMAC championships

By Max Berkowitz
DAPER STAFF

The MIT women’s track and 
field team, ranked No. 2 in the lat-
est United States Track and Field 
and Coaches Association (USTF-
CCCA) poll, claimed their second 
consecutive New England Divi-
sion III Indoor Championship on 
Saturday afternoon at the Virtue 
Field House on the campus of 
Middlebury College. This Cham-
pionship marked the first time 
in program history that the Engi-
neers claimed back-to-back titles.

One of 30 teams in attendance, 

MIT totaled 123.50 points for the 
win and ranked ahead of Williams 
College in second (93.83 points), 
host Middlebury in third (82), and 
the University of Southern Maine 
and Tufts University tied in fourth 
(52).

Cimran Virdi ’16, Nicole Ze-
instra ’16, Jackie Vahey ’17, and 
Maryann Gong ’17 earned indi-
vidual   victories in their respec-
tive events.

Virdi won the pole vault with 
a best leap of 12  feet, 5.50  inch-
es (3.80m), Vahey claimed the 
weight throw with a distance of 
54  feet, 8.25  inches (16.67m), 
Gong took the one-mile run in 

4:56.15, and Zeinstra crossed the 
finish line first in the 3000-meter 
race in 10:08.10, a personal best.

Nneoma Okonkwo ’18 broke 
the MIT program record in the 
60-meter dash in 7.85 seconds and 
tied the school record in the long 
jump with a longest leap of 17 feet, 
8.75 inches (5.40m).

Zeinstra teamed up with 
Megan Montgomery ’19, Ken-
dra Knittel ’18, and Clementine 
Mitchell ’17   for second place in 
the distance medley relay (DMR) 
with a time of 12:14.85.

Gong went on to place sec-
ond in the 1000-meter race with 
a time of 2:57.12 — a new per-

sonal record.  Hannah Chen ’17 
placed fifth in the 400-meter dash 
(59.51), fifth in the 200-meter dash 
(25.99), sixth in the long jump 
(17 feet, 5.50 inches — a personal 
best at 5.32m), and seventh in the 
60-meter hurdles (9.38).

Bailey Tregoning ’19 crossed 
the line second in the 800-meter 
run with a time of 2:26.18.

The Engineers took three of the 
top six places in the shot put as 
Isabella Stuopis ’16 led the way in 
third with a best throw of 42 feet, 
2.25 inches (12.86m), while Jackie 
Vahey was fourth  with  39  feet, 
10  inches (12.14m), and Slutsky 
was sixth (39 feet, 8.50 inches — a 

new personal record at 12.10m).
Rounding out events in the In-

door Championship, Sherry Wan 
’16 and Jennifer Tylock ’17 tied for 
fifth place in the pole vault with 
a height of 10  feet, 11.75  inches 
(3.35m).

MIT returns to action next 
weekend as those who qualified 
for the New England Intercolle-
giate Amateur Athletic Associa-
tion (NEICAAA) Indoor Champi-
onships will travel to Boston 
University on Friday, February 
26 and Saturday, February 27 for 
a chance to make it to  the NCAA 
Division III Championships later 
in March.

Women's track and field wins second title at Div. 
III meet, claims back-to-back titles for first time
Team makes program history, will return to action at NEICAAA Championship this 
weekend for a chance to qualify for the NCAA Division III Championships in March

By Souparno Ghosh
SPORTS EDITOR

The squash team went 1-2 at the 
College Squash Association (CSA) 
national team championship. MIT 
defeated Bucknell but suffered 
losses to Stanford and Hamilton.

Men’s fencing finished fourth 
at the New England Intercolle-
giate Fencing Conference (NEIFC) 
championship. Tzer Wong ’18 
won first place in the sabre cat-
egory, while Sam Judd ’17 finished 
third in epee.

Women’s fencing claimed sec-

ond at the NEIFC championship 
over the weekend. Helen Sakha-
rova ’19 and Mounica Paturu ’16 
clinched the top two positions in 
epee while Jessica Li ’17 and So-
phia Russo ’18 secured 1st and 3rd 
in foil.

Men’s basketball suffered a 80-
94 defeat to Babson in its regular 
season finale to finish the season 
19-6. Adam Jurko ’16 led all players 
with 29 points.

Women’s basketball lost to the 
Coast Guard, 58-66, to finish the 
regular season 17-8. Kristen Ngan 
’19 led the team with 16 points.

Sports Blitz: End of 
season wrap-ups
Basketball ends regular season, 
fencing places at NEIFC finals

ROBERT RUSCH—THE TECH

MIT freshman, Luke Eure, swims the men’s 200 medley, placing 3rd with a time of 1:54.95 this Saturday 
at the NEWMAC championship.
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