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In Short
Petitions to run in the Undergraduate 
Association elections are due today at 5 
p.m. in W20-401.

The Sloan BioInnovations Conference 
runs today from 8 a.m. to 6:20 p.m. at the 
Marriott Hotel in Kendall Square.

The White House and MIT are co-host-
ing a workshop on big data and privacy 
next Monday. See http://web.mit.edu/big-
data-priv/ for details.

Join a welcome social for newly ap-
pointed Chancellor Cynthia Barnhart 
PhD ’88 and Provost Martin A. Schmidt 
PhD ’88 next Tuesday, March 4 at 3 p.m. in 
Lobby 7. Hot chocolate, sweet snacks, and 

President L. Rafael Reif will be there!

Add Date is next Friday, March 7. Add 
Date is the last day to register for new sub-
jects, the last day to change subjects to or 
from P/D/F grading, the last day to change 
from listener to credit enrollment, the last 
day to change a subject to or from sopho-
more exploratory, and the last day for Feb-
ruary 2015 degree candidates to apply for a 
double major. 

Nominate a faculty member for the 
Baker Teaching Award, which recognizes 
excellence in undergraduate teaching, by 
March 14 at http://awards.mit.edu/moore.

Send news information and tips to 
news@tech.mit.edu.

Melissa Renée Schumacher—The Tech

Kerry A. Emanuel, an MIT professor in the EAPS department, gave a talk on global 
warming on Wednesday, Feb. 26, in 4-237. The talk was sponsored by Fossil Free MIT, 
and is part of a series of lectures that will be held throughout the spring semester.

Vanessa Trevino—The Tech

Bexley Hall was closed at the end of the Spring 2013 semester.

Demolition of Bexley 
awaits Corp. approval
Decision expected by June, official says; 
Students allege they were misled during 
2013’s Bexley Advisory Group meetings

By Patricia Z. Dominguez

Four months after the Department 
of Facilities and the Division of Student 
Life recommended the demolition of 
the dormitory, the future of Bexley Hall 
and 50 Massachusetts Ave. has yet to be 
determined.

For the demolition to occur, both the 
Building Committee and the Executive 
Committee of the MIT Corporation must 
approve the decision. Following this, Fa-
cilities needs the approval of the City of 
Cambridge.

The two committees will make their 
decisions “by the end of spring semester,” 
said Richard Amster, director of Facilities, 
in an interview with The Tech. He also said 
that it is still unclear when Cambridge will 
give MIT the go-ahead if the proposal is in-
deed approved.

In making the decision, the Building 
Committee will consider factors such as 

the difficulties in repairing the building, 
impacts on student housing, and costs, 
according to Israel Ruiz SM ’01, chairman 
of the Building Committee. Ruiz added 
that when the time comes, plans for fu-
ture housing will be guided by MIT 2030, a 
framework designed to make the best use 
of the property available to MIT and that is 
responsible for the ongoing East Campus/
Kendall Gateway design project.

The dates of the proposed demolition 
of Bexley Hall and what would be built in 
its place remain unknown. In an email to 
The Tech, former Chancellor Eric Grimson 
PhD ’80 said that “[t]he current status of 
the Bexley situation is that we are com-
pleting the stages required to get MIT and 
City of Cambridge approval to bring down 
the building. We unfortunately can’t really 
move forward with next steps until that is 

Faculty briefed on shortage 
of 500–600 grad dorm beds
Graduate Student Housing Working Group, led 
by Phil Clay, calls for new construction and leases

By Sara Hess
Staff Reporter

The Graduate Student 
Housing Working Group con-
tinues to solicit feedback on 
a January draft report, which 
says that the unmet demand 
for on-campus graduate stu-
dent housing totals approxi-
mately 500–600 beds.

Phillip Clay PhD ’75, a 
professor in the Department 
of Urban Studies and Plan-
ning, former chancellor at 
MIT, and chair of the Working 
Group, announced these initial 

findings at the Institute fac-
ulty meeting last Wednesday. 
Clay also shared the Working 
Group’s initial suggestions to 
address the shortage and im-
prove graduate student hous-
ing through new construction 
and leases from the private 
market.

Responding to concerns 
that new development in the 
Kendall Square area will ignore 
a housing squeeze in Cam-
bridge, MIT officials involved 
in the planned revamp of east 
campus have often cited the 
Working Group as evidence of 

MIT’s commitment to address-
ing housing needs.

The Working Group de-
termined the unmet demand 
by examining the waitlist for 
graduate housing as well as a 
survey of graduate students 
housed on and off campus.

Approximately 38 percent 
of graduate students live on 
campus at present. “We be-
lieve that rents in the sur-
rounding area will continue 
to go up in coming years,” 
Clay said. “There will be a de-

Bexley, Page 11

Graduate housing, Page 10

Fraternities, sororities, and ILGs by 2013 GPA
Rank FSILG

GPA
Fall 2013 Spring 2012

1 Tau Epsilon Phi 4.73 4.42

2 Alpha Epsilon Pi 4.68 4.66

3 Chi Phi 4.60 4.48

4 Pi Beta Phi 4.56 4.39

5 Beta Theta Pi 4.54 —

5 Delta Psi/No. 6 4.54 4.47

7 Phi Kappa Theta 4.52 4.53

7 Zeta Beta Tau 4.52 4.48

9 Kappa Alpha Theta 4.49 4.53

10 Lambda Chi Alpha 4.45 4.48

10 Theta Xi 4.45 4.34

12 Alpha Chi Omega 4.44 4.38

12 Fenway House 4.44 4.11

12 Phi Sigma Kappa 4.44 4.44

GPAs, Page 9
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By Elizabeth A. Harris
The New York Times 

The widespread theft of Target 
customer data had a significant im-
pact on the company’s profit, which 
fell more than 40 percent in the 
fourth quarter, the retailer reported 
Wednesday.

The company said net earnings 
were $520 million in the quarter, 
down 46 percent from the same peri-
od a year earlier, when earnings were 
$961 million. Earnings per share 
were 81 cents, down from $1.47 the 
year before. Target executives repeat-
edly called 2013 a “challenging” year 
on Wednesday. “Results softened 
meaningfully following our Decem-
ber announcement of a data breach,” 
Gregg W. Steinhafel, Target’s chief 
executive, said in a statement.

But all results are relative. J.C. 
Penney executives were pleased 
with their company’s performance, 
though it reported only $35 million 

in profit in the fourth quarter — 
much better than the $552 million 
loss the company reported for the 
same period the year before. And 
at Abercrombie & Fitch, a member 
of the badly struggling teenage re-
tail sector, profit fell to $66.1 million 
from $157.2 million the year before. 
(This year’s fourth quarter had 13 
weeks, however, and last year’s had 
14 weeks.) 

On Dec. 19, Target publicly 
confirmed the data breach, which 
compromised personal or payment 
information for as many as 110 mil-
lion people. Sales in the company’s 
fourth quarter, which ended Feb. 1, 
fell 3.8 percent from the year before, 
and transactions were down 5.5 
percent.

Profit margins also suffered, 
company executives said, partly be-
cause of unanticipated promotions 
the retailer decided to offer to try to 
lure back customers.

The company reported $61 mil-

lion of pretax expenses related to the 
breach in the fourth quarter; it ex-
pects $44 million in insurance pay-
ments for a net cost of $17 million. 
Target said it could not estimate the 
breach’s future costs, which could 
include litigation, fraud claims and 
investigative fees, but the company 
acknowledged that it could have a 
material adverse effect.

In addition to the fallout from the 
data breach, and a difficult environ-
ment for retailers overall, Target has 
been struggling with a rocky expan-
sion in Canada, where it opened 124 
stores. While the data breach contin-
ues to drag on Target’s business, ex-
ecutives said sales began to recover 
in January and consumer sentiment 
also began to improve. If not for the 
weather, they said, sales would have 
been better. They joined a chorus of 
retailers, including Wal-Mart, Pen-
ney and Home Depot, in saying that 
an exceptionally cold and stormy 
January hurt sales.

By David Barboza
The New York Times 

SHANGHAI — President Xi Jin-
ping is presiding over a new work-
ing group on cybersecurity and 
information security, China an-
nounced Thursday, a sign that the 
Communist Party views the issue as 
one of the country’s most pressing 
strategic concerns.

The government said Xi and two 
other senior leaders, Prime Minis-
ter Li Keqiang and Liu Yunshan, a 
member of the Politburo Standing 
Committee, would help draft na-
tional strategies and develop major 
policies in a field that might include 
protecting national secrets and de-
veloping cyberdefenses, among 
other goals.

“Efforts should be made to build 
our country into a cyberpower,” 
Xi said in a statement released af-
ter the first meeting of the group 
Thursday, according to the official 
Xinhua News Agency.

The announcement comes at a 
time when Xi is solidifying power, 
mounting a bold crackdown on 
corruption at the top of the Com-

munist Party and pushing through 
reforms aimed at strengthening 
and restructuring the country’s 
economy.

In his first year in office, Xi, 60, 
seems determined to signal that he 
is firmly in control, amassing pow-
ers that some analysts say harken 
back to Deng Xiaoping’s reign as 
the country’s supreme leader.

Late last year, Xi was named to 
head a leading working group on 
overall reform and a state security 
committee that some experts say 
was inspired by the National Secu-
rity Council, which advises US pres-
idents. He has also presided over a 
government that tightened control 
over the news media and Internet 
microblogs.

The new leading group of cy-
bersecurity and “informatization” 
could be aimed at grappling with 
one of the thornier issues that 
emerged in Xi’s first year in office: 
disputes with the United States over 
cyberattacks and debates over na-
tional security leaks.

The Obama administration has 
strongly challenged China over the 
past few years to curb what it con-

tends are Chinese cyberattacks on 
Americans and US companies do-
ing business in China. Among the 
concerns is that Chinese hackers, 
possibly state sponsored, have been 
stealing corporate and national 
secrets.

Beijing has responded that it, 
too, has been a frequent victim of 
cyberattacks, many originating in 
the United States. The Chinese gov-
ernment has also insisted that it op-
poses hacking in any form.

The issue was one of the most 
sensitive that came up in June when 
Xi joined President Barack Obama 
for a summit meeting at the Sunnyl-
ands estate in Rancho Mirage, Calif. 
Analysts say the talks between the 
two powers have grown more com-
plicated since revelations that the 
National Security Agency has en-
gaged in widespread spying around 
the world, even against U.S. allies.

Experts say the issue has ma-
jor implications for large corpo-
rations in the United States and 
China, which could find themselves 
blocked from doing business in the 
other country in areas like telecom-
munications or Internet security.

Most Democrats want Clinton 
to run in 2016

More than 8 in 10 Democrats say they want Hillary Rodham 
Clinton to run for president in 2016, showing a level of interest in 
her that no other potential candidates — Democrat or Repub-
lican — come close to matching among their party’s voters, ac-
cording to a New York Times/CBS News Poll.

The potential candidates drawing the most interest after Clin-
ton are Vice President Joe Biden, former Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida 
and Sen. Rand Paul of Kentucky. For each of them, about 40 per-
cent of self-identified members of their party said they hoped the 
person would run.

As for Gov. Chris Christie of New Jersey — the man who many 
had once thought to be an early Republican favorite, but who is 
struggling with the George Washington Bridge traffic scandal — 
more in his party say they do not want him to seek the presidency 
(41 percent) than say they do (31 percent).

While Democrats appear overwhelmingly eager for a Clinton 
candidacy, the poll suggests that the Republican field, at least at 
this early stage, is far more muddled, with no potential candidate 
garnering majority enthusiasm for a presidential run. Thirty-two 
percent of Republicans say they want Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida 
to run, although Rubio also seems to have fewer detractors than 
Bush or Paul (more do not know enough about him to say). On 
the Democratic side, a majority were unable to offer opinions 
on some other Democrats seen as potential candidates. When 
asked about Sen. Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts, 56 percent 
of Democrats said they did not know enough about her to say 
whether they would like her to run, as did 59 percent when asked 
about Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo of New York.

Democrats were divided over Biden, with 42 percent saying 
they wanted him to run and 39 percent saying they did not, the 
poll found. Male and female Democrats expressed similar levels 
of interest in Clinton. A potential Clinton candidacy also drew the 
strongest support among self-described independents, with 52 
percent saying they hoped she would run.

The nationwide poll is based on telephone interviews con-
ducted Feb. 19–23 on landlines and cell phones with 515 Demo-
crats, 519 Republicans and 550 independents. Each has a margin 
of sampling error of plus or minus 6 percentage points.

—Dalia Sussman, The New York Times

New DNA test better at 
predicting disorders in babies

A test that analyzes fetal DNA found in a pregnant woman’s 
blood proved much more accurate in screening for Down syn-
drome and another chromosomal disorder than the now-stan-
dard blood test, a new study has found. The promising results 
may change how prenatal screening for genetic diseases is done, 
though the test is costly and generally not yet covered by insur-
ance for women at low risk.

The study, published on Wednesday in The New England 
Journal of Medicine, found that the fetal DNA test was 10 times 
better in predicting cases of Down syndrome than the standard 
blood test and ultrasound screening, and five times better in pre-
dicting the other disorder, Trisomy 18. It also greatly reduced the 
number of false-positive results. It could prevent many women 
who would otherwise get the standard blood test from needing 
to confirm positive results with invasive tests like amniocentesis 
or chorionic villus sampling, which can be stressful, much more 
costly and carry small risks of miscarriage.

“Nine out of 10 women who are currently being referred for 
further testing would not need invasive tests,” said the lead au-
thor of the study, Dr. Diana Bianchi, the executive director of the 
Mother Infant Research Institute at Tufts Medical Center’s Float-
ing Hospital for Children.

A positive result on the DNA screening would still need to 
be confirmed with invasive tests. But a negative result would 
provide confidence that these two major chromosomal disor-
ders are absent.

—Pam Belluck, The New York Times 

By Kathryn Materna
STAFF METEorologist

Due to a strong high-pres-
sure system settling in over the 
Northeast, the cold tempera-
tures we experienced this past 
week will persist for at least a 
few more days.  This high-pres-
sure system brings a mass of 
cold Arctic air, and as a result, 
the high today will be only in 
the low 20°Fs. With winds of 15 
mph during the day, the wind 
chill today may be as low as 
-5°F!  Like today, Saturday will 
be sunny, but it will be slightly 

warmer.
The next major weather 

pattern to impact our area will 
be a winter storm from Sun-
day night through Monday.  
This storm is developing from 
a powerful low-pressure sys-
tem off the Western US coast.  
Today, this low-pressure sys-
tem moves off the Pacific and 
brings some much-needed 
rain and snow to California 
and the Sierra Nevadas.  By 
Sunday night, it will pass over 
New England.  It has the po-
tential to bring more snow to 
our area on Monday.

Continued cold 
temperatures ahead

Punished by data breach, profit at 
Target declines 46 percent

China announces new 
cybersecurity push

Extended Forecast
Today: Sunny and cold with a high of 23°F (-5°C). Winds 

from the west at 12 – 15 mph.
Tonight: Clear, low of 8°F (-13°C). Winds from the west at 

5–10 mph.
Tomorrow: Sunny, high of 33°F (1°C). Winds from the south-

west at 6–10 mph.
Sunday: Overcast with a chance of snow.  High of 35°F (2°C).
Monday: Snow likely with a high of 26°F (-3°C).
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By Choe Sang-hun
The New York Times 

SEOUL, South Korea — A South 
Korean Baptist missionary held 
in North Korea appeared in a gov-
ernment-arranged news confer-
ence in Pyongyang on Thursday, 
saying that he had plotted to build 
underground churches in the iso-
lated country to help undermine its 
government.

The missionary, Kim Jong-uk, 
50, called himself a “criminal” 
and apologized for the “anti-state 
crime” he said he had committed 
against the North while working at 
the behest of the South’s National 
Intelligence Service. 

North Korea announced in No-
vember that it had arrested a South 
Korean spy, but until Thursday it 
had rejected the South Korean gov-
ernment’s request to identify him. 

It was unclear whether Kim was 
speaking his own mind during the 
government-arranged news con-

ference, to which The Associated 
Press and other foreign journalists 
in Pyongyang were invited.

The North Korean government 
has used such news conferences in 
Pyongyang or interviews with the 
Choson Sinbo, a pro-North Korean 
newspaper in Japan, to let Kenneth 
Bae, a Korean-American mission-
ary held in the North since late 
2012, speak to the outside world. 

Analysts have said that the 
North was using the news confer-
ences to draw interest to the pre-
dicament of the detainees and 
force Washington to engage the 
North in dialogue. 

Kim told the news conference 
Thursday that he entered the North 
with Bibles and other religious ma-
terials and movies on Oct. 7 and 
was arrested the following day. 
Before that, he said he was run-
ning an underground church in the 
Chinese city of Dandong, just over 
the North Korean border, to collect 
data from North Korean refugees 

that he would hand over to the 
South Korean intelligence agency. 
He received several thousand dol-
lars from the agency, he said.

“I intended to change North 
Korea into a religious country and 
demolish the current North Korean 
government and political system,” 
he said, asking for the North’s le-
niency and his release. “I received 
cash from the National Intelligence 
Service and helped arrange North 
Koreans to spy for it.” 

On Thursday, South Korea 
called for the immediate release of 
Kim and demanded that he have 
access to a lawyer, saying that the 
detention of a religious missionary 
on charges of committing an anti-
state crime was “difficult to under-
stand.” Officially, North Korea says 
it guarantees religious freedom. 

Under the leadership of Kim 
Jong Un, however, North Korea has 
vowed to step up its efforts to block 
harmful influence from the outside, 
especially Christian messages.

Mental illness risk higher for 
children of older fathers

Children born to middle-aged men are more likely than those 
born to younger fathers to develop any of a range of mental dif-
ficulties, including attention deficits, bipolar disorder, autism, and 
schizophrenia, according to the most comprehensive study to date 
of paternal age and offspring mental health.

The new report, which looked at many mental disorders in Swe-
den, should inflame the debate, if not settle it, experts said. Men 
have a biological clock of sorts because of random mutations in 
sperm over time, the report suggests, and the risks associated with 
later fatherhood may be higher than previously thought. The find-
ings were published Wednesday in the journal JAMA Psychiatry.

The strengths of the new report are size and rigor. The research 
team, led by Brian M. D’Onofrio of Indiana University, analyzed 
medical and public records of some 2.6 million people born in 
Sweden from 1973 to 2001. Like many European countries, Sweden 
has centralized medical care and keeps detailed records, so the sci-
entists knew the father’s age for each birth and were able to track 
each child’s medical history over time, as well as that of siblings 
and other relatives. 

Compared with the children of young fathers, ages 20-24, those 
born to men age 45 and older had about twice the risk of develop-
ing psychosis, the signature symptom of schizophrenia; more than 
three times the likelihood of receiving a diagnosis of autism; and 
about 13 times the chance of having a diagnosis of attention deficit 
disorder. 

The researchers controlled for every factor they could think of, 
including parents’ education and income. But much of the risk as-
sociated with paternal age remained.

The researchers say that any increased risk due solely to pater-
nal age is most likely a result of the accumulation of genetic muta-
tions in sperm cells. 

“It’s a plausible hypothesis at this point,” Sullivan said.
—Benedict Carey, The New York Times 

After leader’s arrest, drug cartel 
may go on

To have a crack at an international kingpin, undercover offi-
cers from Boston and New Hampshire went from the mountains 
of northern Mexico through the Caribbean to Spain, where they 
discovered operatives of the powerful Sinaloa cartel setting up new 
routes and new markets.

When it finally ended last year, Operation Dark Water, as the 
investigation was known, was heralded as a milestone in the fight 
against the global drug trade. Police officers seized 750 pounds of 
cocaine and caught four cartel members, including a first cousin to 
its infamous kingpin, Joaquín “El Chapo” Guzmán Loera.

But for the Sinaloa cartel, a criminal multinational corpora-
tion handling billions of dollars, the arrests proved only a minor 
setback, authorities acknowledged. The cartel has established 
channels of cooperation with so many European criminal groups, 
including Sicily’s Cosa Nostra and street gangs in Budapest, that 
business there continues to boom.

Operation Dark Water and other investigations against the 
Sinaloa cartel shed light on why. Simply put, said numerous law 
enforcement officials and scholars, whether Guzmán intended it 
or not, the cartel has transcended the man. It has learned better 
than any of its competitors how to produce and move drugs, how to 
establish new markets for them — and how to outsource business 
to partners worldwide.

“Sinaloa has managed to expand in such a way that the busi-
ness can run itself,” said Samuel Logan, an expert on transnational 
crime at Southern Pulse, an investment and risk assessment firm. 
Comparing the cartel to McDonald’s, Logan said, “If the CEO of 
McDonald’s was arrested today, you could still buy a hamburger 
in Tokyo tomorrow.”

—Ginger Thompson and Randal C. Archibold,  
The New York Times 

New FDA labels would make 
‘serving sizes’ reflect actual 
servings

WASHINGTON — The Food and Drug Administration for the 
first time in two decades will propose major changes to nutrition 
labels on food packages, putting calorie counts in large type and 
adjusting portion sizes to reflect how much Americans actually 
eat.

It would be the first significant redrawing of the nutrition in-
formation on food labels since the federal government started re-
quiring them in the early 1990s. Those labels were based on eating 
habits and nutrition data from the 1970s and ‘80s, before portion 
sizes expanded significantly, and federal health officials argued 
that the changes were needed to bring labels into step with the 
reality of the modern American diet.

The proposed changes include what experts say will be a par-
ticularly controversial item: a separate line for sugars that are 
manufactured and added to food, substances that many public 
health experts say have contributed substantially to the obesity 
problem in this country. The food industry has argued against 
similar suggestions in the past.

Millions of Americans pay attention to food labels, and the 
changes are meant to make them easier to understand — a critical 
step in an era when more than one-third of adults are obese, pub-
lic health experts say. The epidemic has caused rates of diabetes to 
soar, and has increased risks for cancer, heart disease and stroke.

The proposal will be open to public comment for 90 days, and it 
will take months before any change is made final. In a special con-
cession to industry, the agency is allowing companies two years to 
put the changes into effect.

It was not clear how the food industry would react to the pro-
posed changes, which Michael R. Taylor, the agency’s deputy com-
missioner for foods, estimated would cost about $2 billion to carry 
out. (He also said the health benefits could eventually be as much 
as $30 billion.)

—Sabrina Tavernise, The New York Times 

By Stephen Castle  
and Katrin Bennhold

The New York Times 

LONDON — Given red-carpet 
treatment in London, Chancellor 
Angela Merkel of Germany respond-
ed Thursday with warm words, but 
few hard promises to Prime Minister 
David Cameron, who is counting on 
her support in his efforts to loosen 
British ties to the European Union.

Merkel became the first German 
chancellor to address both houses 
of Parliament since 1970, lunched 
at 10 Downing Street, then took af-
ternoon tea with Queen Elizabeth 
II — an itinerary that underlined the 
importance Cameron attaches to 
the leader of the biggest EU nation. 
By contrast, French President Fran-
çois Hollande was received recently 
at a military air base then taken to a 
country pub by Cameron for lunch.

In return for her top-notch treat-
ment, Merkel offered warm praise 
for Britain’s historical contribution 
to Europe, and she joined cause 
with Cameron in calling for curbs 
on welfare entitlements for migrants 
crossing EU frontiers. There should 

be freedom of movement for work-
ers, but not migration “into social 
security systems,” she told a news 
conference.

Yet, while keeping open the pros-
pect of reforms to the 28-nation 
European Union, she pointedly de-
clined to support Cameron’s efforts 
to rewrite the bloc’s founding trea-
ties, a process that he believes will 
help him reshape British relations 
with Brussels.

From the start of her speech in 
the ornate Royal Gallery of the Brit-
ish Parliament, Merkel lowered 
expectations of what she could de-
liver for her host. “Some expect my 
speech to pave the way for a fun-
damental reform of the European 
architecture, which will satisfy all 
kinds of alleged or actual British 
wishes. I am afraid they are in for a 
disappointment,” she said, speaking 
in clear English before switching to 
her native tongue.

Though Cameron and Merkel 
also discussed the crisis in Ukraine, 
Britain’s anguished debate about its 
role in Europe dominated the talks. 
In January 2013, Cameron promised 
that, if re-elected next year, he would 

renegotiate British ties and then put 
the outcome of that agreement to a 
referendum on whether to stay in 
the European Union or quit.

German policy makers want Brit-
ain to remain, seeing its free-market 
economics as a counterbalance to 
the more statist approach of coun-
tries like France. Cameron has also 
invested in his personal relationship 
with Merkel, a fellow conservative, 
because she shares some of his wor-
ries about the rise of populism in 
Europe and about the continent’s 
economic competitiveness. 

But analysts say there is a limit 
to what Germany will contemplate, 
particularly when it comes to giving 
Britain special rights to opt out of 
policy areas.

“Merkel is keen on keeping the 
UK in the EU,” said Tanja Börzel, 
professor of European Integration 
at Berlin’s Free University, “she also 
shares its interest in strengthening 
the Single European Market, the 
EU’s competitiveness, as well as its 
role as a global actor more broadly 
speaking. However, she is neither 
willing nor able to negotiate selec-
tive opt-outs for the UK.” 

North Korea displays another 
captured missionary

Federal judge strikes down Texas’ 
ban on same-sex marriage

Merkel warns Britain not to 
expect too much from the E.U.

By Manny Fernandez
The New York Times 

HOUSTON — A federal judge in 
Texas struck down the state’s ban 
on same-sex marriage Wednes-
day, ruling that the laws restricting 
marriage to a man and a woman 
violated the US Constitution and 
handing gay rights advocates a 
major legal victory in one of the 
biggest and most conservative 
states in the country.

The judge wrote that the 
amendment to the state constitu-
tion that Texas voters approved 
in 2005 defining marriage as be-
tween a man and a woman — and 
two similar laws passed in 1997 
and 2003 — denied gay couples 
the right to marry and demeaned 
their dignity “for no legitimate 
reason.”

“Without a rational relation to a 
legitimate governmental purpose, 
state-imposed inequality can find 
no refuge in our United States 
Constitution,” wrote Judge Orlan-

do L. Garcia of US District Court 
for the Western District of Texas, 
in San Antonio.

While significant, Garcia’s rul-
ing will have no immediate effect 
on gay and lesbian couples wish-
ing to marry in Texas. 

The judge issued a stay on his 
decision while the state appealed 
to the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, in New Orleans.

Texas Democrats and sup-
porters of gay rights praised the 
ruling as a milestone in homo-
sexual equality, in a state where 
a law criminalizing homosexual 
conduct remains on the books 
more than a decade after the Su-
preme Court ruled that law was 
unconstitutional. 

Chad Griffin, the president of 
the gay rights group the Human 
Rights Campaign, called it “a his-
toric day in the heart of the South.”

Republicans denounced the 
ruling as an attempt by “an activist 
federal judge” to overturn the will 
of Texas voters. In November 2005, 

voters approved the amendment 
to the state constitution banning 
same-sex marriage. 

Proposition 2, as it was known, 
passed with about 76 percent of 
the vote.

“The 10th Amendment guar-
antees Texas voters the freedom 
to make these decisions, and this 
is yet another attempt to achieve 
via the courts what couldn’t be 
achieved at the ballot box,” Gov. 
Rick Perry said in a statement.

The ruling by Garcia, who was 
appointed by President Bill Clin-
ton in 1994, was the latest in a se-
ries of decisions overturning bans 
or lifted restrictions on same-sex 
marriage in several states. 

A federal judge overturned Vir-
ginia’s ban this month, a day after 
Kentucky was told to honor same-
sex marriages performed in other 
states. 

In Oklahoma, the state’s 
amendment barring same-sex 
marriage was recently ruled 
unconstitutional.
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Corrections

Don’t Divest
Fossil Free MIT and quixotic thinking on climate change
By Ravi Charan, John W. Halloran Jr., 

and Jackie Han

Recently Fossil Free MIT (FFMIT), an 
MIT student group, has circulated a peti-
tion, now with over 2000 signatures, urg-
ing the Institute to cease the investment 
of its endowment in fossil fuel companies. 
FFMIT is one chapter of Fossil Free, a mul-
tinational organization that advocates this 
position to facilitate broader divestment 
among institutions that serve the public 
good. Their ultimate goal is to influence 
legislation that would implement measures 
to limit global temperature increases to 2 
degrees Celsius. While their aspirations are 
admirable, their strategy is unlikely to work, 
and their efforts would be better spent ad-
vocating clean energy in other ways. Worse, 
their misguided advocacy could have nega-
tive repercussions for MIT and others.

While Fossil Free argues that MIT’s di-
vestment would have meaningful, cascad-
ing impacts, their plan is economically 
limited. Even if others targeted were also 
to divest — a claim that warrants skepti-
cism — investors with a conscience (e.g. 
public pension funds and universities) 
together are too small to create a substan-
tive economic effect. To be fair, the folks at 
Fossil Free MIT presumably understand 
this. They argue that divestiture would stig-
matize fossil fuel companies and create 
the “political breathing room” necessary 
to effect real change. Yet, there is no viable 
alternative to using oil and gas in the near 
future, so this campaign cannot free us 
from global economic dependency, even if 
universally embraced. FFMIT’s goals, even 
if achieved, are largely symbolic, whereas 
the drawbacks are very real.

When FFMIT argues on its website 
that divestment “will force some of the 
most powerful and influential people in 
the country” to think about how to deal 
with global climate change — the Carbon 
Question — they ignore that such people 

(including MIT faculty) are already doing 
so. Perhaps they are just rhetorically creat-
ing a sense of urgency. But the unavoidable 
point is that existing means cannot imme-
diately solve the problems of worldwide 
carbon emissions. The MIT Energy Confer-
ence this past weekend, for example, pres-
ents a snapshot of just how complex the 
question is. Further still, it’s not clear how 
divestment communicates urgency to leg-
islators who don’t believe in global climate 
change in the first place.

Instead, these students’ passion would 
be better spent joining such efforts and 
promoting clean energy. MIT is a leader in 
developing the technologies that are more 
likely to solve the Carbon Question (and 
soften the transition to clean energy) than 
FFMIT’s politically fraught policy agenda. 
In 2006, the Institute launched the MIT 
Energy Initiative (MITEI), which has been 
enormously successful in organizing MIT’s 
research talents and funds around a policy 
and technology goal.

For a university so intertwined with 
energy policy, biting our thumbs at the oil 
and gas companies is likely to have reper-
cussions at MIT and interfere with existing 
Institute efforts to develop clean energy 
technology. The reason MIT is at the fore-
front of climate science is because we have 
such vast resources, many provided by fos-
sil fuel corporations — including multi-
million dollar contributions to MITEI from 
the likes of BP and Shell. MITEI funds 300 
principal investigators from 22 depart-
ments and 22 labs and centers for energy 
research, analysis, and education, accord-
ing to the 2012 MIT Annual Report. Billion-
dollar posturing would detract from MIT’s 
ability to perform such vital functions.

Indeed, divesting the endowment from 
fossil fuel-related corporations is fairly 
hypocritical if MIT continues to receive 
huge sums from these very corporations to 
fund energy research. And we doubt many 
would argue that a symbolic gesture of 

MIT’s supposed detachment from the in-
dustry is worth giving up the research these 
companies fund.

FFMIT presumably advocates MIT’s 
complete detachment from the fossil fuel 
industry. But keeping top MIT scientists 
and engineers involved with such corpo-
rations will help reduce the environmen-
tal harm caused by fossil fuels, because 
cutting-edge extraction technologies often 
do less environmental damage than cruder 
versions.

And while Fossil Free aims to ostracize 
all fossil fuel companies, many are also ex-
tracting natural gas, the use of which has 
drastically reduced US carbon emissions in 
the last 5 years. Indeed, many consider it a 
medium-term answer to the Carbon Ques-
tion and part of a realistic transition to a 
sustainable future. Some reasonably worry 
that support for natural gas might dimin-
ish development of even cleaner energy 
sources. However, this criticism can hardly 
be leveled at MIT, where clean energy re-
search continues unabated and even aided 
by fossil fuel companies.

To be clear, we wholeheartedly accept 
the science behind climate change, but 
we believe that Fossil Free is dominated 
by blind anti-carbon fervor. Instead, the 
ultimate goal is overall human welfare; we 
advocate a pragmatic approach that priori-
tizes human well-being in the short-, me-
dium-, and long-terms. Such an approach 
includes feasibility, sustainability, and 
prosperity as guiding principles.

Poor tactics and dramatized rhetoric 
will only energize the opposition, drive 
away moderates, and waste the efforts 
of scientists, engineers, and others who 
have toiled to solve one of our greatest 
global challenges. We urge you not to sign 
FFMIT’s petition.

Ravi Charan and Jackie Han are mem-
bers of the Class of 2014. John W. Halloran Jr. 
is a member of the Class of 2015. All three are 
in the Department of Political Science.
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Not Really Easy by Bruce Venzke
Solution, page 10

ACROSS
1 Necklace feature
6 Beats or bests
10 Aficionado
14 Japanese verse form
15 With: Fr.
16 Siberia’s locale
17 Call off a project
18 It’s a breeze
20 Great enthusiasm
21 Nourished
22 New Orleans medical 

school
23 Karamazov brother
25 Mambo king Puente
26 There’s nothing to it
31 Swan Lake princess
32 Laundry challenge
35 “That’s awful!”
36 Barrel wood
37 Major hurricane of 2008
38 Feedback, for example
42 Confiscates
45 Piece of cake
47 Ornery fellow

48 USMC low-rankers
49 City on the Rio Grande
52 Source of some milk
53 Lacking flavor
57 Snap
59 Italian wine
60 __ day (frequent vitamin 

dose)
61 Very, very bad
62 Inaccuracy
63 High-efficiency lights, for 

short
64 Title fish of a Disney film
65 Hotpoint rival

DOWN
1 Start of many French 

restaurants’ names
2 Byway
3 Verdi masterwork
4 Mountaintop access
5 Defer, with “off”
6 Certain scout’s quest
7 Roman poet
8 Coat-rack projection

9 Comic’s routine
10 Chastise
11 Former Voice of America 

org.
12 Twain teen
13 Slowly vanish
19 Swan Lake apparel
21 Confront
24 Thoroughly investigate
25 Propane holder
26 Do decanting
27 Brink
28 Fix up, in brief
29 Tasty dish
30 Pale yellow
33 Home-decor giant
34 Crane construction
36 Admiring murmurs
39 Noisy bugs
40 Bridge support
41 “Let yourself in”
42 Ghost Mine airer
43 Space-saving letters
44 1040-EZ, e.g.
46 Artemis’ twin

49 Green sci.
50 Isolated
51 Asked earnestly
52 Negligible
54 Croft of video games

55 River to the English 
Channel

56 Prefix meaning “trillion”
58 First grandmother
59 View from the shore

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku I
Solution, page 9

6 2 5
2 7 5 1 6 9

5 6 3
4 6

7 3 1
5 9

5 2 3
7 3 1 8 5 4

1 9 6

Techdoku I
Solution, page 9

60× 72×

360× 8× 5×

6 1

48× 30×

24× 5 15× 6

3× 2−



Fu
n

 F
u

n
 F

u
n

 F
u

n
 F

u
n

 F
u

n
 F

u
n

 F
u

n
 F

u
n

 F
u

n
 F

u
n

 F
u

n
 F

u
n

 F
u

n
 F

u
n

 F
u

n
 F

u
n

 F
u

n
 F

u
n

 F
u

n
 F

u
n

 F
u

n
6  The Tech� Friday, February 28, 2014

UPPERCUT by Steve Sullivan

[1333] First Date

I sympathize with the TPP protagonist because I, too, have progressed through a surprising number of stages of life despite 
spending entire days stuck against simple obstacles.

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe
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Interview

Boston Fashion
Designer Lori Kyler Christensen talks about designing clothes and fashion trends

By Chennah Heroor
Arts Editor

While it still seems like winter outside, 
spring is just around the corner. Luck-
ily, Lori Kyler Christensen began show-
ing pieces from her label Venni Caprice’s 
Spring/Summer 2014 collection last week 
(http://www.vennicaprice.com). Chris-
tensen’s line is filled with fun dresses and 
bohemian prints. While the adventurous 
designs are not for everyone, Christensen 
also had some interesting insights into the 
clothing design process. The Tech had the 
opportunity to view Christensen’s collec-
tion for Venni Caprice and ask her about 
her designing process.

The Tech: What inspired your collection?
Lori Kyler Christensen: I started from 

the fabrics. I had probably three fabrics 
prior to the collection that I was holding 
on to. I already had a few pieces worked 

around the fabrics, and everything else 
came together harmoniously. I was very 
happy with my designs. My line has pieces 
that are very casual for day wear, but you 
can add a heel or belt to wear them at 
night.

TT: What is your design process like? 
Do you sketch your pieces?

LKC: I don’t really sketch! I just make 
things. I view my sample pieces as my 
sketch. I’ve found that I just need to keep 
my idea in my head. I try to apply the styles 

I’ve used in the past, and build from my 
fabrics. This line was the first time that I’ve 
created clothes using a whole roll of fabric, 
and I’ve liked how my pieces came out.

TT: How long have you been making 
clothes?

LKC: I’ve been making clothes since 
high school. I’ve been selling, my clothes 
intermittently for the last 6 to 7 years, and 
I’ve officially launched my line [Venni Ca-
price] this year.

TT: What sort of trends do you see in 
clothing?

LKC: One of the trends I’ve been push-
ing is mixing prints. I didn’t do it as much 
at first, because I have to design my pieces 
6 months in advance, and I wasn’t sure if 
I’d still be able to find my fabrics again. But 
I’ve been dabbling in mixing fabrics for 
my collection. One fabric makes a pretty 
piece, but two fabrics really stand out.

TT: For a college student, perhaps on a 

smaller budget, what are some affordable 
looks?

LKC: Most of my pieces range from 
$120 to $170. But I have pieces online and 
at my shows that are about $40, and these 
smaller runs are totally affordable for a 
smaller budget.

TT: Do you think Boston will have a 
Fashion week in the future, like New York 
City or Paris?

LKC: We had a show last week at the 
Emerald Hotel. It was cool, but we’d need 
something more structured in the future. 
But I definitely think that Boston could 
take off and be a hub for fashion.

Venni Caprice
Designed by Lori Kyler 
Christensen

Christensen says that 
her line has casual 
pieces for day wear, but 
many can be dressed up 
with a belt or heel.
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Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

Solution to Techdoku I
from page 5

Solution to Sudoku I
from page 5

2 3 5 1 6 4
5 6 2 4 3 1
3 4 6 2 1 5
1 2 4 6 5 3
4 5 1 3 2 6
6 1 3 5 4 2

8 6 1 4 9 3 2 7 5
3 2 7 5 8 1 6 9 4
4 9 5 7 2 6 1 3 8
9 3 2 8 1 4 7 5 6
7 8 4 6 3 5 9 2 1
5 1 6 9 7 2 4 8 3
6 5 8 2 4 9 3 1 7
2 7 3 1 6 8 5 4 9
1 4 9 3 5 7 8 6 2

Solution to Crossword
from page 5

MIT Blood Drive
Sponsored by ARCTAN

Give Life …
Give Blood.

Mon. 3/3, 1pm - 6pm
Tue. 3/4, 8am - 1pm
Wed. 3/5, 1pm - 6pm
Thu. 3/6, 1pm - 6pm
Fri. 3/7, 1pm - 6pm

La Sala,
Student Center

    For more information or to 
make an appointment, visit:
http://web.mit.edu/blood-
drive/www/

    It is MIT policy to allow 
employees time off with 
pay to donate blood at the 
drives that are sponsored on 
campus.

    Blood Drives are sponsored 
by ARCTAN,
    MIT’s American Red Cross 
Team and Network.

American Red Cross

The Division for Student Life released its Fall 2013 grade report for fraterni-
ties, sororities, and independent living groups on Wednesday. The average GPA 
for sorority sisters in the Fall 2013 semester was 4.46. The average GPA for frater-
nity brothers was 4.33. The average GPA for members of independent living groups 
was 4.44. The average GPA for all FSILGs was 4.38. Between Spring 2012 and Fall 
2013, pika fell from 1st place to 25th place. In the same time, Tau Epsilon Phi rose 
from 14th place to 1st place. MIT has 39 FSILGs.

MIT fraternities, sororities, and independent 
living groups report fall semester GPA data

Rank FSILG
GPA

Fall 2013 Spring 2012

12 Sigma Kappa 4.44 4.33

16 Alpha Delta Phi 4.43 4.24

17 Kappa Sigma 4.42 4.41

17 Theta Chi 4.42 4.47

19 WILG 4.41 4.66

20 Alpha Epsilon Phi 4.39 4.36

20 Alpha Phi 4.39 4.41

22 Epsilon Theta 4.37 4.63

23 Student House 4.35 3.95

24 Sigma Chi 4.31 4.35

25 pika 4.28 4.67

26 Delta Upsilon 4.26 4.16

26 Sigma Phi Epsilon 4.26 4.10

28 Pi Lambda Phi 4.25 4.34

29 Phi Beta Epsilon 4.23 4.46

30 Delta Kappa Epsilon 4.22 4.19

31 Nu Delta 4.21 4.13

32 Phi Kappa Sigma 4.20 4.11

33 Phi Delta Theta 4.18 4.40

34 Sigma Alpha Epsilon 4.16 4.37

35 Alpha Sigma Phi 4.11 —

35 Zeta Psi 4.11 4.32

37 Sigma Nu 4.06 4.14

38 Theta Delta Chi 3.95 4.08

39 Delta Tau Delta 3.85 4.13

GPAs, from Page 1
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Are you a 
tetris ninja?

Use your 
powers 

for good!

...by joining 
the production 
department at 
Th e Tech!
join@tech.mit.edu
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IBM has exciting intern and full time opportunities for Course 6 
majors pursuing bachelors, masters and PhDs. To learn more, join 

IBMers from these two areas of our business. 

IBM Research - intern opportunities (with consideration for full 
time in 2015 in IBM Africa) for students pursuing masters or PhD 
in computer science and engineering
IBM Watson - full time and intern opportunities for students 
pursuing bachelors, masters or phd in natural language 
processing or machine learning

 Refreshments will be served.

Information Session: 
Monday, March 3, 
5:30pm–7pm in 1-135. 

Graduate Student Housing Working Group now 
recommends 500–600 new beds of grad housing
Survey data revealed most graduate students are satisfied with on-campus housing 

crease in the availability of afford-
able housing units, leading to an 
increase in demand for graduate 
student housing.”

The Graduate Student Housing 
Working Group was convened by 
MIT to evaluate the current usage 
of graduate student housing, as 
well as student satisfaction with 
housing. The Group’s primary ob-
jectives were to look at the ways 
current graduate housing does or 
does not meet the Institute’s needs 
and to determine opportunities 
for improvement going forward.

Survey data revealed a “high 
level” of graduate student satis-
faction with on-campus housing, 
with some exceptions.

International students and stu-
dents with families felt “less well 

served and more constrained in 
their options,” according to Clay’s 
presentation. “International stu-
dents can’t come before moving 
here to look for housing,” Clay 
elaborated. These families also 
struggle according to Clay because 

“in some cases the spouse may not 
have a legal right to work in the 
U.S., and a married student can’t 
just take in roommates to help al-
leviate costs.”

Graduate students housed in 
Tang, Edgerton, and Westgate also 
reported greater dissatisfaction. 
Clay pointed out that Tang and 

Westgate are targeted for renova-
tions in the near future.

The housing survey was also 
sent to applicants who were ad-
mitted to an MIT graduate pro-
gram but decided not to attend. 
A higher percentage of these indi-

viduals than current MIT gradu-
ate students said that housing was 
an important factor in deciding 
where to attend.

Clay said the Working Group 
explored options for expanding 
graduate housing besides the ob-
vious option to build more units. 
The Group recommended adding 

500–600 beds in graduate housing, 
either by constructing new apart-
ments (non-traditional dorms) 
with units ranging from micro-
units to 1–2 bedroom units, or by 
leasing from the private market. 
In the Q-and-A session following 
the presentation, Clay affirmed 
that MIT had leased housing units 
in the past and that it would be 
an option in the future. The group 
ruled out other options, such as 
providing graduate students with 
cash subsidies to lease from the 
private market.

Clay also saw a need to explore 
mixed-use housing options. “Spe-
cial places around the world are 
often mixed-use,” Clay said, em-
phasizing the Group’s view that 
graduate student housing could 
contribute to the goal of turning 
east campus — MIT’s corner of 

Kendall Square — into a “strong 
‘place’ with an MIT identity.”

In addition to the 500–600 beds 
of graduate student housing re-
quired, the Working Group said 
that the Institute will need 400 
beds of “swing space” to accom-
modate students, while several 
residence halls, including Tang 
and Westgate, are being renovated. 
The Working Group predicted that 
even when renovations finished, 
the 400 beds of swing space could 
still be used before the end of the 
decade to meet growing demand 
for graduate student housing as 
the market in Cambridge contin-
ues to become more constrained.

Provost Martin A. Schmidt 
PhD ’88 said in an email to fac-
ulty that the Working Group’s fi-
nal report would be issued “in the 
mid-spring.”

Graduate housing, from Page 1

Clay said the Working Group explored 
options for expanding graduate housing 
besides the option to build more units.

Want to gain 
marketable 
job skills?

E-mail 
join@tech.mit.edu

Join 
The Tech’s 
Technology 
department 
and learn 
how to use 
• Linux
• Apache
• PHP
• Python
• Perl
• OSX
• MySQL
• and more!

Are you dying to tell someone 
your latest ephiphany? 

Write about it! 

Join Campus Life @ The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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MIT ISN - Army Labs
Student Summer Internship Program

 
 
Earn up to $2864/month this summer! 

Join the MIT ISN-ARMY Labs Summer Intern Research Program *  
 

Program Summary: MIT undergraduate students conduct scientific and 
engineering research at Army Science and Technology Centers under the direction of 
Army Scientists, from June to August.  The Army host and the student determine the 
exact starting and finishing dates. Most areas of science and engineering are of 
interest.  The Army Lab host determines the project content and subject matter.  
Projects can be basic or applied research, or both and do not need to be related to 
the ISN mission or to nanotechnology 

Professional Benefits 
    • Gain valuable research experience 
    • Build new professional relationships 
    • Access world-class research facilities 
    • Contribute to a team that is providing new, life-saving technologies 
 
If you would like to learn more about this program, please consider registering at the 

website: 
 

https://isn.mit.edu/internship/index.php 

If you have questions about this program or experience difficulty using the website, please 
contact Marlisha McDaniels, via email: mmcd@mit.edu or at the ISN Headquarters, NE47-
4thFl. 617.324.4700. 

 
 
The ISN The mission of the MIT Institute for Soldier Nanotechnologies is to help the Army 
dramatically enhance Soldier protection and survivability through basic research on nanotechnology 
and in collaboration with Army and industry partners to transition promising results of that basic 
research into practical capabilities.  
 
*The Army Lab provides the intern's salary, which typically ranges from $2280/month to 
$2864/month depending on class year. Under certain circumstances the ISN can provide the 
intern with a supplement of up to $1500 to defray costs of local accommodations and travel.  

completed.”
He also mentioned that a com-

mittee, comprised of students and 
others, would be established to 
examine all options to restore lost 
housing. Chancellor Cynthia Barn-
hart PhD ’88 will assume the respon-
sibility of coordinating the activities 
of the group. The outlined duties of 
this new group are similar to those 
of the Bexley Advisory Group or-
ganized last summer by Facilities, 
Grimson, and Constantino Colom-
bo, the dean for student life.

The Bexley Advisory Group was 
assembled to provide counsel on 
what would be done given the struc-
tural problems in Bexley Hall. Its 
main charge was to provide feed-
back to the Institute about the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of vari-
ous options for restoring the beds 
lost as a result of Bexley’s closing.

It also had the specific task of, 
among other things, recommending 
criteria for the design and program-
ming of a possible replacement and 
advising the Institute on appropri-
ate next steps if renovating Bexley 
would not be feasible.

But according to student mem-
bers of the group, neither of these 
topics was discussed at the meet-
ings, nor were they consulted on the 
recommendation made by Facilities 
to demolish the dorm.

“The group had no role in decid-
ing the recommendation that Bex-
ley should be demolished,” wrote 
Kristjan E. Kaseniit ’14 in an email to 
The Tech. “In fact, this decision was 
made outside the group, roughly 
a month before that last meeting, 
between Dean Colombo, Facilities, 
Chancellor Grimson, and possibly 
others. This was evident from a draft 
of a press release prematurely (acci-
dentally) shared with the rest of the 
Advisory Group. At the final meeting 
of the Advisory Group we were pre-
sented with the press release, which 
turned out to contain gross mistakes, 
most prominently that we, the whole 
group, were presented with cost 
analyses of various options for Bex-
ley. We asked whether we could be 

given these analyses or if the state-
ment could be removed, but neither 
request was granted.”

Although the press release was 
amended accordingly sometime af-
ter being published, a previous ver-
sion had claimed that “[t]he group 
was presented with information on 
the steps taken by Facilities to inves-
tigate temporary housing, and the 
projected costs and complexities of 
renovating Bexley or replacing it in 
its current location.” Kaseniit had 
said these specific costs were not 
discussed with the group.

Three other members of the Ad-
visory Group, Noga Feinberg ’15, 
Christopher J. Sarabalis ’14, and 
Nicolas M. Brown ’14, agreed that 
the meetings consisted of presenta-
tions on the structural problems of 
Bexley, rather than discussions con-
cerning how the administration and 
the MIT community would face the 
challenge of restoring or replacing 
the dorm.

Additionally, the student mem-
bers said that the presentations only 
vaguely concluded that it would cost 
roughly the same to renovate Bexley 
as it would to build another dorm of 
similar size, although the costs es-
timated were uncertain since more 
structural problems might be re-
vealed if Bexley were to be restored.

Colombo, who chaired the Bex-
ley Advisory Group, wrote in an 
email that “[t]he recommendation 
to demolish the building was made 
to the Institute’s senior leadership 
based on information from Facili-
ties’ extensive investigations of the 
building.” However, he assured that 
the student members were very 
helpful in finalizing some issues re-
lated to Bexley.

Many of Bexley’s former resi-
dents hope that their dorm’s culture 
will continue to thrive, whether it 
will do so in a renovated Bexley or 
in a replacement dorm. In an email 
to The Tech, Sarabalis said, “If I had 
to add anything it would be this: It 
upsets me when I meet freshmen 
who will never know how well they 
would have fit in and been both 
challenged and supported by the 
Bexley community.”

Bexley demolition 
approvals needed
Members of first advisory group 
felt that their impact was limited
Bexley, from Page 1

Be a different kind of ENGineer

Gatherer
News

The Tech is looking for enthusiastic students 
to join our new video team.

No experience necessary.

Email join@tech.mit.edu

We’re looking for:
• Video editors
• Broadcast reporters
• Videographers

Be an E lectronic 
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Upcoming Home Events
Friday, February 26

Men’s Tennis vs. UMass Boston� 4 p.m., Dupont Tennis Courts

Saturday, February 27

Women’s Lacrosse vs. Mount Ida College� 1 p.m., Steinbrenner Stadium

By Mindy Brauer
DAPER STAFF

In a back-and-forth battle 
with nationally-ranked No. 1 
SUNY New Paltz, the No. 6 MIT 
men’s volleyball team regis-
tered a 25-22, 23-25, 25-22, 17-
25, 16-14 victory on Tuesday 
night. Kenneth M. Siebert ’14 
paced the Engineers (12-2, 6-1 
UVC) with a match-high 18 kills 
on a .536 hitting performance 
to go along with six digs, three 
blocks, and an ace. The Hawks 
(13-2, 5-1 UVC) saw four players 
reach double-digits in kills with 
freshman Steven Woessner and 
sophomore Tim Ferriter lead-
ing the way with 13 apiece.

MIT gradually established a 
17-10 advantage in the first set 
but New Paltz put together a 5-1 
spurt to stay within striking dis-
tance. The Engineers picked up 
three of the next four points on 
errors as a Siebert ace increased 
their margin to 22-16. Back-
to-back kills from sophomore 
Christopher Husmann sparked 
a rally that saw the Hawks come 
within one (23-22) on a block 
by Husmann and junior John 
Lutjen. MIT responded with a 
strike by Andrew A. Busse ’15 
and then clinched the set on a 
New Paltz hitting miscue.

The Cardinal jumped out to 
a 4-1 lead in the second stanza. 
Fueled by strong serving from 
Ferriter, which included two 
aces, the Hawks rattled off four 
straight points and eventually 
went ahead, 10-7. MIT slowly 
mounted an 11-5 run as a block 

by Siebert and freshman Aar-
on Zalewski (Buffalo Grove, 
Ill.) gave it an 18-15 edge. New 
Paltz replied with its second 9-3 
streak of the frame, reaching 
set point on a Husmann block. 
A kill from Alexander C. Klein 
’15 coupled with a hitting error 
extended the frame but Ferriter 
thwarted the late rally with a 
strike of his own.

The early stages of the third 
set were closely played as it 
featured two lead changes and 
eight ties as a Siebert kill evened 
the score at 11. The Hawks used 
a Husmann kill and an MIT hit-
ting error to gain some breath-
ing room before creating a 15-
12 lead. The Engineers battled 
back, capitalizing on a Zalews-
ki-Klein block to knot the frame 
at 17. An exchange of points 
ensued until a kill from Siebert 
and an attacking miscue put 
MIT up, 20-19, and prompted 
a timeout by the visitors. Fol-
lowing the break, the back-and-
forth affair resumed but a pair 
of errors pushed the Engineers 
ahead to 23-21. Coming out of 
its final timeout New Paltz cut 
its deficit in half on a Woessner 
blast; however, a Zalewski kill 
and a ball-handling error by the 
Hawks gave the hosts the win.

New Paltz built a 10-7 lead 
in the fourth set that was nar-
rowed to one point on two oc-
casions, the last at 12-11 on a 
service error. The Hawks re-
sponded by going on a 13-6 run 
to finish off the frame and force 
a fifth set.

In the final set, MIT raced 
out to an 8-3 advantage as 
kill by Siebert resulted in the 
changeover. After switching 
ends, New Paltz registered six 
of the next eight points with a 
strike from sophomore Chris-
tian Smith closing the gap to 
10-9. After a timeout by the 
Engineers, both sides traded 
points until a Hawks’ hitting 

error and a Zalewski gave MIT 
match point at 14-11. Husmann 
countered by generating three 
straight kills to even the frame 
and force the Engineers to use 
their last timeout. Once action 
resumed, a hitting miscue kept 
MIT in front while a block by 
Busse and Klein secured the 
victory.

Klein recorded eight kills 
and five blocks as Busse post-
ed eight blocks and six kills. 
Zalewski also registered eight 
blocks in addition to five kills 
while Martin J. Krasuski ’17 
bolstered the attack with seven 
kills. Paul M. Syta ’14 tallied 31 
assists, 12 digs, and three blocks 
as Evan P. Wang ’14 notched 12 
assists, and five digs. Brendan 
S. Chang ’16 rounded out the 
squad with nine digs.

Woessner finished with four 
blocks as Ferriter totaled seven 
digs and two aces in addition 
to their team-high attacking 
performance. Husmann pro-
duced 11 kills and six blocks 
while Victor Tuminelli collect-
ed a match-high 16 digs. Smith 
compiled 28 assists, 11 kills, six 
digs, and four blocks as Lutjen 
racked up 25 assists, 10 digs, 
and three blocks.

Next up for MIT will be a 
home match against non-con-
ference foe Elms College on 
Thursday, Feb. 27. New Paltz 
returns to action on Saturday, 
March 1 when it will face No. 2 
Juniata College and Thiel Col-
lege at Vassar College before 
hosting Vassar and Dominican 
University the next day.

The early stages of 
the third set were 
closely played, 
featuring two lead 
changes.

After a timeout by 
MIT, both sides 
traded points 
until a New Paltz 
hitting error.

MIT men’s volleyball team 
takes down No. 1 New Paltz
Matchup with No. 2 Juniata College coming up

Join The Tech’s

We’re looking for students interested in:

• creating interactive data visualizations
• producing and editing video footage for the 
online platform
• developing The Tech’s online presence via  
social media

What you’ll get from the experience:

• thousands of people every day will see your 
work online
• a portfolio of projects and clips that will 
impress a future employer
• the use of professional software for free

No experience necessary. We’ll teach 
you enough to hit the ground running.

Email join@tech.mit.edu for more info.

department
Online Media

We are Tech The 
We print MIT’s only newspaper twice per week, 
and we have fun doing it.

Want to be a part of this?join@tech.mit.edu 

You could be here


