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In Short
Minor Completion forms are due on 
Friday, Feb. 21. Final-term seniors are 
required to submit Minor Completion 
forms by this date. There is a $50 late fee.

Student forum on hacking, ethics, and 
community will be on Feb. 24. Share 
your views on MIT values, hacker culture, 
and ethical challenges in a forum hosted 
by Professors Steve Hall, Chris Kaiser, 
and the Undergraduate Association (UA) 
at 6:30 p.m. in 6-120.

Apply to be an Orientation Leader by 5 
p.m. on Feb. 27. As an Orientation Lead-
er, you can help initiate the Class of 2018 
into the MIT lifestyle by teaching them 
building numbers, course numbers, and 
the best way to figure out the true mean-
ing of IHTFP.

Send news information and tips to 
news@tech.mit.edu.

By Alexandra Delmore
Staff Reporter

Thomas J. and Kate Delaney, 
the East Campus (EC) House-
masters, are stepping down from 
their roles at the end of this se-
mester. Kate Delaney, a lecturer 
in the Department of Literature, 
and Tom, a lecturer in Compara-
tive Media Studies / Writing, have 
been Housemasters for EC since 
2006. The Delaneys will be retir-
ing at the end of this semester.

“It was not an easy decision to 
make because we have enjoyed 
our time at MIT, in the classroom 

as well as at EC, but now seems a 
good time to begin a new experi-
ence,” wrote the Delaneys in an 
e-mail to The Tech. The Delaneys 
are planning on moving to Hawaii 
this summer.

The Delaneys were first in-
spired to become Housemasters 
after they read about the experi-
ences of the former Housemasters 
of East Campus, Julian K. Wheat-
ley and Marjorie Nolan-Wheatley, 
in an article in The Tech. “What 
stuck in our minds from that Tech 
article was the Wheatleys’ remark 
that ‘whoever gets to be House-
master at East Campus is going 

to be very lucky.’ They were right,” 
recalled the Delaneys. Mr. Wheat-
ley, a senior lecturer in Chinese at 
the time of the publication of the 
article, had plans to travel abroad 
with his wife after leaving EC in 
order study Chinese, Burmese, 
and other regional Southeast 
Asian languages.

Kate, who had been a Hall 
Fellow of an entry of MacGregor 
prior to becoming a Housemas-
ter, was well-acquainted with 
MIT residential life. But being the 
Housemasters of East Campus 

East Campus Housemasters 
to retire at end of the semester
The Delaneys, East Campus’ Housemasters, have 
plans to move to Hawaii once their semester ends

Novartis AG to buy out Cambridge 
cancer drug firm, CoStim Pharma
CoStim will be added to Novartis’ Cambridge-based 
immunotherapies research team for drug development

By Robert Weisman
The New york Times

The Swiss drug giant Novartis 
AG, moving to establish itself as a 
top player in the hot field of cancer 
treatment known as immunothera-
py, on Monday said it had snapped 
up two-year-old CoStim Pharma-
ceuticals Inc., a venture-backed 
Cambridge biotech using research 
from Boston academic labs.

CoStim, bankrolled by local 
venture firms MPM Capital and 
Atlas Ventures as well as Partners 
Innovation Fund, is developing a 
pipeline of drugs that stimulate a 
patient’s immune system to fight 
cancer. CoStim will be rolled into 
Novartis’s Cambridge-based im-
munotherapies research team, 
which will start with 20 to 30 people 

but is likely to expand.
The parties did not disclose the 

purchase price.
Novartis is one of a number of big 

pharmaceutical companies explor-
ing immunotherapies, which treat 
disease by spurring, enhancing, or 
turning off the body’s immune re-
sponse. Working with collaborators 
at the University of Pennsylvania, 
Novartis’s Cambridge-based scien-
tists are removing a type of white 
blood cells known as T cells from 
cancer patients, genetically engi-
neering them to combat cancer, 
and then reintroducing them.

Bill Sellers, global head of oncol-
ogy at the Novartis Institute for Bio-
medical Research in Cambridge, 
said the drugs CoStim is develop-
ing — drugs that help T cells block 
cancer signals without having to 

remove them — will give the drug 
maker another research approach.

“We think it will be highly 
complementary,” Sellers said. “We 
think the combination of these ap-
proaches is a big opportunity.”

Sellers said Novartis plans to 
move the CoStim team by July from 
its current research space in the 
Athenaeum building on 215 First 
St., near Kendall Square, to a site 
Novartis is leasing at 64 Sidney St. 
in the University Park development.

Underscoring its commitment 
to cancer immunotherapies, Novar-
tis spent $43 million to buy a manu-
facturing facility for such drugs in 
Morristown, N.J., from Dendreon 
Corp. just over a year ago.

The research underpinning 

East Boston attacks leave women wary and on edge
Boston Police issue a community warning after successive attacks

News Briefs
Nine MIT researchers win 
Sloan Research 
Fellowships

On Tuesday, the Alfred P. 
Sloan Foundation announced its 
2014 Sloan Research Fellowship 
winners, which included nine 
MIT researchers. A total of 126 
fellowships were awarded.

From MIT, Gloria B. Choi, 
Mehrdad Jazayeri, Kay M. Tye ’03, 
assistant professors in brain and 
cognitive sciences; Mircea Dinca, 
Jeremiah A. Johnson, assistant 
professors in chemistry; Bradley 
D. Olsen ’03, an assistant pro-
fessor in chemical engineering; 
Charles K. Smart, Jared R. Speck, 
assistant professors in mathe-
matics; and Kristopher Karnaus-
kas, an associate researcher at 
the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution, were named Sloan 
Research Fellows.

Sloan Research Fellowships 
are awarded annually to re-
searchers to “support them dur-
ing a crucial phase of their careers 

when early funding and recogni-
tion can really make a difference,” 
Paul L. Joskow, president of the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, said 
in the press release. 

Fellows receive $50,000 to 
assist their research endeavors. 
According to the Sloan Founda-
tion, in order to be considered 
for a fellowship, candidates must 
be nominated by their peers. 
An independent panel of senior 
scholars chooses the winners on 
the basis of a candidate’s inde-
pendent research, creativity, and 
potential to become a leader in 
his or her field.

Three men attacked on 
Mass Ave by elusive “sucker 
puncher”

Three victims reported being 
punched by an unknown assail-
ant on Massachusetts Avenue 
earlier this week. The acts of ran-
dom violence were completely 
unprovoked and occurred within 
minutes of each other. Although 

By Evan Allen
The Boston Globe

Denise Nguyen has heard all 
the safety tips: Don’t walk alone at 
night. Be aware of your surround-
ings. Travel in pairs.

But as she took her dogs for a 
snowy walk Tuesday down Tren-
ton Street in East Boston, she 
was at a loss. Three women in her 
neighborhood reported being at-
tacked Monday evening within 
blocks of one another as they went 
about their daily lives, taking out 
the trash, walking into an apart-
ment building.

“What do you really do, hiber-
nate?” asked Nguyen, 46, who said 
she was out walking while the at-
tacks were taking place. “I’m a 

nonviolent person, so I don’t own 
a gun. I don’t own mace. What do 
you do, carry a frying pan?”

On Tuesday, police blanketed 
the community, trying to ease 
residents’ fears as they continued 
to search for the men behind an 
unusual cluster of attacks in East 
Boston and an additional attack in 
the North End.

The Boston Police Department 
issued a community alert after 
three women reported being at-
tacked Monday between about 
4:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. on Trenton 
and Chelsea streets. Each victim 
described her attacker as highly 
intoxicated and dressed in black. 
The man fled after knocking each 
woman to the ground and flashed 
a knife in the third attack, said po-

lice, who said they believe the at-
tacks are related.

Early Saturday morning, a 
woman in the North End was 
sexually assaulted by a blond man 
who took her picture before flee-
ing. Police have also stepped up 
patrols there and said Tuesday 
they do not believe that the attack 
is related to those in East Boston.

“We’re asking for help, not 
just women, but everybody, to be 
alert,” said Sergeant Michael Mc-
Carthy, a Boston Police spokes-
man. “If you see someone who 
matches the description we put 
out, please call. No matter how 
insignificant you think it is, please 
let us know.”

Sexual assault prevention ad-
vocates cautioned that while a 

series of assaults is alarming, it 
does not necessarily mean that 
sexual violence is on the rise. 
Citywide, reports of rape and at-
tempted rape are down this year 
by 43 percent, compared to the 
same period last year, McCarthy 
said, though the most recent at-
tacks have not yet been counted in 
that data.

Said McCarthy: “We’re going to 
do everything we can to find these 
people that did this, and hopefully 
we won’t have any more.”

On Tuesday, women in the 
Eagle Hill neighborhood of East 
Boston said they were rattled, and 
some said they would not feel safe 
walking alone until the perpetra-

EC Housemasters, Page 10

News briefs, Page 10
Novartis, Page 10

Boston assaults, Page 11

Tech File Photo

Thomas and Kate Delaney are stepping down as Housemasters of East 
Campus.
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By Natasha Singer
The New York Times 

A leading California lawmaker 
plans to introduce state legislation 
Thursday that would shore up pri-
vacy and security protections for the 
personal information of students in 
elementary through high school, a 
move that could alter business prac-
tices across the nearly $8 billion edu-
cation technology software industry.

The bill would prohibit educa-
tion-related websites, online services 
and mobile apps for kindergartners 
through 12th-graders from compil-
ing, using or sharing the personal in-
formation of those students in Cali-
fornia for any reason other than what 
the school intended or for product 
maintenance.

The bill would also prohibit the 
operators of those services from us-
ing or disclosing the information of 
students in the state for commercial 
purposes like marketing. It would 

oblige the firms to encrypt students’ 
data in transit and at rest, and it 
would require them to delete a stu-
dent’s record when it is no longer 
needed for the purpose the school 
intended.

“We don’t want to limit the legiti-
mate use of students’ data by schools 
or teachers,” Sen. Darrell Steinberg, a 
Democrat who is the sponsor of the 
bill and the president pro tempore of 
the California Senate, said in a phone 
interview. “We just think the public 
policy of California should be that 
the information you gather from stu-
dents should be used for their educa-
tional benefit and for nothing else.”

Lawmakers like Steinberg are 
part of a growing cohort of children’s 
advocates who say they believe that 
regulation has failed to keep pace 
with the rapid adoption of educa-
tion software and services by schools 
across the country.

A federal law, called the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 

limits the disclosure of students’ 
educational records by schools that 
receive federal funding. But some 
student advocates contend that an 
exception in the law, allowing the 
outsourcing of public school func-
tions to private companies, may re-
veal personal information, hypothet-
ically making children vulnerable to 
predatory practices.

The prekindergarten to 12th-
grade education software market in 
the United States reached $7.97 bil-
lion in the 2011-12 school year, com-
pared with $7.5 billion two years ear-
lier, according to estimates from the 
Software and Information Industry 
Association, a trade group.

By regulating industry rather than 
schools, the bill intends to prevent 
businesses exploiting information 
like students’ names, ages, locations, 
or lunch preferences, said James P. 
Steyer, chief executive of Common 
Sense Media, a San Francisco-based 
children’s advocacy group. 

By Stephen Castle and Steven 
Lee Myers

The New York Times 

BRUSSELS — Brushing aside 
Russian criticism, the European 
Union agreed Thursday to go ahead 
with sanctions that include travel 
bans and asset freezes imposed on 
those deemed responsible for the fa-
tal escalation of violence in Ukraine.

A day after the United States 
announced some similar moves, 
foreign ministers of the 28-nation 
European Union said they would 
devise a list of those who would be 
subject to the European sanctions, 
and that the sanctions would also 
ban the export of equipment likely 
to be used for repression in Ukraine.

But the European foreign min-
isters also left themselves room to 
continue with dialogue with the 
government of President Viktor Ya-
nukovych, stressing the importance 
of political progress in Kiev where 
the foreign ministers of France, Ger-
many and Poland have been trying 
to mediate.

Britain’s foreign secretary, Wil-
liam Hague, said the foreign min-

isters had acted because of the 
“widespread horror” at what had 
happened in Ukraine but that the 
number of those affected by the 
sanctions would depend on the be-
havior of the Ukrainian government.

“The scale of the implementa-
tion of that will depend on devel-
opments to come and of course we 
want to see success in government 
and opposition working together in 
order to bring about a peaceful situ-
ation and a peaceful and democratic 
settlement,” Hague told reporters as 
he left the meeting in Brussels.

The European foreign policy 
chief, Catherine Ashton, said that 
ministers had been “truly alarmed 
and shocked by the scale of violence 
that has taken place,” and praised 
the work of the foreign ministers of 
France, Germany and Poland who 
briefed Ashton by telephone after 
their talks with Yanukovych.

Before Thursday’s meeting sev-
eral ministers stressed the impor-
tance of sending a tough message 
to the government in Kiev and said 
that the Ukrainian authorities bore 
the primary responsibility for ensur-
ing the safety of their citizens.

But Europeans are also keen to 
avoid worsening the situation by 
isolating the Ukrainian president, 
reducing the prospects of reaching a 
negotiated settlement.

During telephone talks Thurs-
day, German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and British Prime Minister 
David Cameron “agreed to do all 
they can to secure support from all 
sides in Ukraine for a possible road 
map, proposed by European for-
eign ministers in Kiev earlier today, 
which could lead to a peaceful solu-
tion to the crisis,” Cameron’s office 
said.

The European decision came 
as Russia stridently denounced the 
imposition of sanctions, both by 
Europe and the United States, say-
ing such steps amounted to black-
mail against the government of 
Yanukovych.

Russia’s foreign minister, Sergei 
V. Lavrov, also criticized the visit 
by the foreign ministers of France, 
Germany and Poland, saying the 
European Union had dispatched its 
“latest uninvited mission” to Kiev to 
impose a solution by forcing Yanu-
kovych to compromise.

Google moves to expand Fiber
Google is taking steps to expand Fiber, its ultrahigh-speed In-

ternet service, to as many as 34 cities in nine metropolitan areas.
Google has already started installing fiber-optic cables — 

which offer Internet connections 100 times the speed of typical 
copper cables — in Austin, Texas; Kansas City, Kan.; Kansas City, 
Mo.; and Provo, Utah. The faster the Internet connection, the 
more people will use online products, including Google’s, the 
company has said.

Google said Wednesday that it would consider installing Fiber 
in the Atlanta, Phoenix, Nashville, Salt Lake City and San Antonio 
metropolitan areas, as well as the areas of Charlotte and Raleigh-
Durham in North Carolina; San Jose, Calif.; and Portland, Ore.

Instead of choosing cities and promising to install Fiber, 
Google is inviting cities to do much of the legwork — preparing 
infrastructure maps and paving the way for permit requests — 
before Google will decide whether to proceed. The company said 
it would tell the 34 cities whether they had been selected by the 
end of the year.

The initial installations have offered lessons for Google, which 
is not used to challenges like tearing up roads and trying to please 
citizens and local officials.

“We’re acknowledging readily now that building a telecom 
network or fiber-optic network is a really big job,” said Kevin Lo, 
general manager of Google Fiber. “One big push in one city can 
be enormously disruptive to a community that’s not ready, both 
for residents and city officials.”

Google, which declined to comment on its costs for Fiber, 
charges $120 a month for gigabit Internet plus television service 
in both Kansas City, Kan.; and Kansas City, Mo.

—Claire Cain Miller, The New York Times 

Wal-Mart profits down
Wal-Mart Stores reported disappointing earnings for its fourth 

quarter and fiscal year, as the giant retailer faced domestic and 
international headwinds.

The company announced Thursday that profit in the fourth 
quarter, which included the pivotal holiday shopping season, 
was down 21 percent over the same period last year. Sales at U.S. 
stores open for at least a year were down 0.4 percent, and traffic in 
those locations declined 1.7 percent.

Excluding certain one-time costs, like store closures in Brazil 
and China, the company came in at the low end of its guidance.

In a call with reporters, William S. Simon, the chief execu-
tive of Wal-Mart U.S., said that cuts to the federal Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, or food stamps, had crimped the 
company’s results. An exceptionally ferocious winter with mul-
tiple storms also cut into earnings, Simon said. He said the storms 
“aren’t an excuse, but merely an explanation.”

Internationally, Wal-Mart struggled as well. Net sales were 
down 0.4 percent, in part because of currency fluctuations, as the 
dollar strengthened against other currencies. In addition to sev-
eral one-time costs in India, China and Brazil, the company cited 
relatively high unemployment and low inflation as challenges to 
its business.

One area where the retailer appeared bullish was in its small-
store format, which grew 5 percent in the quarter. 

—Elizabeth A. Harris, The New York Times 

Deal reached to resume 
expansion of Panama Canal

Work on the planned expansion of the Panama Canal was set 
to resume Thursday after the construction consortium and the 
canal authorities reached a preliminary accord to pay suppliers 
and put an end to their dispute over $1.6 billion of cost overruns.

The work was suspended earlier this month because of the 
cost issue, threatening a project scheduled for completion in 2015 
and designed to increase global maritime trade by allowing larger 
container vessels and liquefied gas tankers to travel the 50-mile 
canal.

—Raphael Minder, The New York Times

By Allison A. Wing
STAFF METEorologist

The month of February 
has featured long stretches 
of below-average tempera-
tures, but yesterday’s high 
temperature, as recorded by 
the weather station on the 
roof of Building 54, was 49.2°F. 
This was the first temperature 
above 45°F recorded since 
February 2. The brief thaw 
continues today with the pas-
sage of a warm front, before 
a cold frontal passage tonight 
will initiate a gradual cooling 
trend through the weekend. 

The precipitation associated 
with these frontal passages 
will be rain, and there is even 
a chance of thunderstorms. 
With the amount of snow 
still on the ground and snow-
clogged storm drains, it could 
be quite messy out. Watch out 
for giant puddles as you step 
off the curb! Unfortunately 
for those longing for spring, 
next week features a return to 
below average temperatures 
in the 20°Fs and 30°Fs, but it 
is too soon to tell we will be 
adding to the 22.5” of snow re-
ceived in February before the 
month is out.

A brief thaw

Scrutiny in California for 
educational software in schools

European Union imposes 
sanctions in Ukraine crisis

Extended Forecast
Today: Rain. High 52°F (11°C). East winds at 8-13 mph, gust-

ing to 25 mph.
Tonight: Rain. Low 34°F (1°C). West winds at 10-15 mph.
Tomorrow: Sunny. High 49°F (9°C). Low 33°C (1°C). South-

west winds at 10-15 mph.
Sunday: Mostly sunny. High 46°F (8°C). Low 27°F (-3°C). 

West winds at 10-15 mph.
Monday: Mostly sunny. High 34°F (1°C). Low 19°F (-7°C). 

West winds at 15-20 mph.
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By Choe Sang-hun
The New York Times 

SEOUL, South Korea — Lee 
Beom-ju, 86, had little to say at first.

“I am sorry, I am sorry,” he told 
his long-lost younger brother and 
sister in North Korea when he finally 
met them Thursday, during the first 
family reunions on the divided Ko-
rean Peninsula in more than three 
years.

Lee, now a South Korean citizen, 
fled the North in 1951 during the Ko-
rean War. The war ended in a stale-
mate in 1953, with the peninsula still 
divided. Until Thursday, Lee had not 
seen his family since, living with a 
sense of guilt for failing to look after 
them as the eldest son. Hwa-ja, the 
little sister he last saw 63 years ago, 
is now a 72-year-old grandmother.

“Grandfather told me to run, run 
and go to the south, away from the 
war, because I was his eldest grand-
son,” Lee said in tears, explaining to 
his sister and his brother, Yoon-ju, 

67, why he had to leave them be-
hind. “I am sorry.”

Lee was among 83 elderly South 
Koreans, including a 96-year-old 
grandmother, who crossed the 
border in buses and ambulances 
Thursday to meet 178 North Korean 
relatives at the Diamond Mountain 
resort in southeastern North Korea.

The rival governments agreed to 
the family reunions as their first se-
rious gesture toward easing frayed 
ties and rebuilding trust after sever-
al years of high tensions caused by 
the North’s nuclear tests and armed 
provocations against the South.

The reunions bore witness to 
the pain that the long political di-
vide on the peninsula has inflicted 
upon “separated families,” whose 
members were torn apart during 
the three-year war. Graying sons 
and sisters hugged and collapsed 
in tears on the laps of their parents 
and brothers, many of whom were 
so old and weak that they had to 
make the trip across the border in 

wheelchairs.
“I never knew it would take so 

long,” Lee Sun-hyang, 88, told her 
North Korean brother Yun-geun, 71, 
according to pool reports from the 
South Korean news media. Foreign 
reporters were not allowed to cover 
the event.

“Father’s last wish in his death-
bed was that I should look and find 
you,” Kim Myeong-bok, 66, told his 
North Korean sister, Myeong-ja, 68, 
who was the only member of his 
family left in the North.

Lee Young-sil, 88, who has Al-
zheimer’s, did not recognize her 
North Korean sister and daughter. 
A 93-year-old man named Kang 
Neung-hwan met the North Korean 
son born after he fled to the South.

The separation has been so long 
that some carried their prewar pho-
tos to help their siblings recognize 
them. They also packed photos of 
their hometowns, as well as under-
wear and other gifts for their rela-
tives in the impoverished North.

Violence in Ukraine deepens 
clash between East and West

MOSCOW — The two sides in what is developing into an East-
West clash over Ukraine hardened their positions Wednesday, with 
Russian officials denouncing what they called a coup by right-wing 
extremists, even as the United States and Europe threatened to im-
pose sanctions on those responsible for the violence that has erupted 
in the capital, Kiev, and spread to other cities.

The starkly divergent reactions underscored the deepening con-
frontation between Russia and the West over Ukraine’s fate, with each 
side accusing the other of interference and disputing even the facts of 
what was happening.

Expressing alarm at the escalating death toll, Chancellor An-
gela Merkel of Germany and President François Hollande of France 
blamed the security forces of President Viktor Yanukovych and made 
it clear that they supported a political transition that would allow 
Ukrainians to elect a new government. After meeting with Hollande 
in Paris, Merkel said the convulsion of violence had resulted from a 
“deliberate delaying tactic” by Yanukovych to avoid a compromise 
and preserve his place in power.

Russia, by contrast, vowed to use all its influence to support 
Ukraine’s government and joined Yanukovych in accusing his oppo-
nents of trying to seize power in what amounted to a coup. In one 
of its most pointed statements since the political crisis in Ukraine 
began, the Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry even evoked the Brown 
Revolution that brought the Nazis to power in Germany in 1933.

Russia’s foreign minister, Sergei V. Lavrov, accused the West of “en-
couraging the opposition to act outside of the law.” “We don’t want to 
impose ourselves, as some of our overly zealous Western partners are 
trying to do,” he said in televised remarks from Kuwait.

A senior State Department official threw the meddling charge 
back at Moscow. “They have not been transparent about what they’ve 
been doing in Ukraine,” the official said. “I would put the question 
back to the Kremlin, ‘What would they support?’”

President Barack Obama, on a visit to Mexico, pointedly warned 
the Ukrainian military Wednesday to stay out of the political crisis 
that has ravaged the streets of Kiev and said the United States would 
hold the government responsible for further violence.

The foreign ministers of France, Germany and Poland are sched-
uled to travel to Kiev on Thursday to press for a compromise, but giv-
en the deep divisions between Russia and the West there appeared to 
be little room for one.

—Steven Lee Myers, The New York Times 

Massachusetts approves gas 
power plant with expiration date

For years, proponents of natural gas, including President Barack 
Obama, have promoted it as a “bridge fuel,” cleaner than coal but not 
clean enough to solve the climate problem. On Thursday, regulators 
in Massachusetts, in an unusual vote, put that theory into practice 
when it approved a new gas-fired power plant with only a limited life 
span.

In a hearing in Boston, a state siting board voted 5-0 to accept a 
proposal by a major New England environmental group and a com-
pany that wants to build the plant that would allow the plant to open, 
but require it to emit less and less carbon dioxide until it closed by 
2050.

The Conservation Law Foundation and Footprint Power reached 
an agreement over a proposed $800 million plant to be built in Salem 
Harbor, at the site of a coal plant that will shut this year. The new plant 
would generate 630 megawatts — although in later years, it would 
either have to limit its hours of operation, install carbon capture or 
make investments in renewable energy to stay under the declining 
emissions cap.

The agreement for progressively lower output and a definite re-
tirement date is a first, according to Jonathan Peress, a vice president 
of the Conservation Law Foundation. Gas cuts carbon dioxide emis-
sions by about half compared to coal, but it is still far too high in car-
bon to meet the ultimate climate emissions requirements, he said.

“We want gas to continue to displace coal,” he said. “We just don’t 
want to worry that we’re going from heroin to methadone.”

The agreement was submitted to the Massachusetts Energy Facili-
ties Siting Board this week.

The plant is scheduled to open in 2016 and would operate normal-
ly until 2026, when progressively stricter limits would be imposed. In 
2049, its last year of operation, its limit would be about one-quarter 
what it was in 2016.

—Matthew L. Wald, The New York Times 

Obama sidesteps GOP on budget
WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama’s forthcoming budget 

proposal will not include an offer to slow the growth in Social Security 
payments, which was a gesture of bipartisanship that had been part 
of his strategy to reach a “grand bargain” with Republicans to cut the 
deficit and reduce spending.

White House officials said Thursday that since Republicans in 
Congress have shown no willingness to meet the president’s offer 
on entitlements by closing loopholes for corporations and wealthy 
Americans, the fiscal 2015 budget will not assume a path to an agree-
ment that no longer appears to exist.

Instead, officials said the president will offer a spending blueprint 
in the next weeks that represents his vision for how to invest in the 
programs and services to increase opportunity for the middle class.

“There was a point in time when there was a little bit more opti-
mism about the willingness of Republicans to budge on closing some 
tax loopholes,” said Josh Earnest, a White House deputy press secre-
tary. “But over the course of the last year, they’ve refused to do that.”

“This reaffirms what has become all too apparent: The president 
has no interest in doing anything, even modest, to address our loom-
ing debt crisis,” said Brendan Buck, a spokesman for House Speaker 
John A. Boehner of Ohio.

But Democrats who had opposed the president’s earlier willing-
ness to compromise on the cost-of-living adjustments for Social Se-
curity payments hailed the decision.

“Middle-class Americans need retirement security they can de-
pend on, and that starts with keeping Social Security’s promises,” said 
Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore.

—Michael D. Shear, The New York Times 

By David Gelles, Brian X. Chen 
and Nick Bilton
The New York Times 

Facebook said Wednesday that 
it would acquire WhatsApp, a mes-
saging startup, for $16 billion in cash 
and stock.

The eye-popping price is Face-
book’s largest acquisition by far 
and represents a new height in the 
frenzy to acquire popular technol-
ogy startups.

Facebook will pay $4 billion in 
cash and $12 billion worth of Face-
book shares for WhatsApp. An ad-
ditional $3 billion in restricted stock 
units will be granted to WhatsApp 
employees and founders. These 
units will vest over the next four 
years.

By any measure, Facebook is 
paying a steep price for a mobile ap-
plication that is widely used interna-
tionally but less known in the United 
States. Including the restricted stock 
units, the acquisition total amounts 
to $345 million for every one of the 
company’s 55 employees.

WhatsApp has more than 450 
million monthly users, with 70 per-

cent of those active on a given day. 
By that measure, Facebook is paying 
about $40 per user.

“WhatsApp is on a path to con-
nect 1 billion people. The services 
that reach that milestone are all in-
credibly valuable,” Mark Zuckerberg, 
Facebook’s founder and chief execu-
tive, said in a statement. “I’ve known 
Jan for a long time and I’m excited 
to partner with him and his team to 
make the world more open and con-
nected,” he added, referring to Jan 
Koum, WhatsApp’s chief executive.

Koum and Brian Acton, two 
former Yahoo executives, founded 
WhatsApp in 2009.

Unlike traditional business lead-
ers, the two founders spent most of 
their time throughout the day keep-
ing the service running smoothly. 
Acton focused on the servers, while 
Koum looked at the overall product 
and made sure it looked and acted 
the same consistently across differ-
ent devices.

Koum and Acton have said they 
want to make messaging accessible 
to anyone, regardless of what phone 
they own, where they live or how 
much money they make. They have 

also been adamant about refusing to 
sell advertising — they say that ads 
detract from intimate conversations.

WhatsApp received about $10 
million in funding two years after 
the company was founded. It quickly 
became profitable.

Facebook, meanwhile, has strug-
gled to gain traction in messaging.

Zuckerberg tried to acquire 
SnapChat last year for a reported $3 
billion, but SnapChat turned down 
the offer.

While Facebook Messenger, the 
company’s chat platform, is popular 
with users, recent attempts to cre-
ate its own direct messaging service 
have failed.

Facebook Poke, which was de-
veloped to try to compete with 
SnapChat, the ephemeral messag-
ing platform where messages vanish 
after being viewed for up to 10 sec-
onds, has seen little attention after 
users didn’t engage with the app.

Another new feature added to 
Instagram last year, called Instagram 
Direct, allows people to message 
each other on the service, but this 
seems to have gained little traction 
with users, too.

North and South Koreans meet in 
emotional family reunions

Spurred by lawsuit, New York to 
limit solitary confinement

Facebook to buy messaging 
startup in $16 billion deal

By Benjamin Weiser
The New York Times 

New York state has agreed to 
sweeping reforms intended to cur-
tail the widespread use of solitary 
confinement, including prohibit-
ing its use in disciplining prisoners 
under 18.

In doing so, New York becomes 
the largest prison system in the 
United States to bar the use of dis-
ciplinary confinement for minors, 
according to the New York Civil 
Liberties Union, which represent-
ed the three prisoners whose law-
suit led to the agreement cited in 
court papers filed Wednesday.

State correction officials will 
also be prohibited from imposing 
solitary confinement as a disci-
plinary measure for inmates who 
are pregnant, and the punishment 
will be limited to 30 days for those 
who are developmentally disabled, 
the court filing says.

The agreement also imposes 
“sentencing guidelines” for all 

prisoners, specifying the length of 
punishment allowed for different 
infractions and, for the first time in 
all cases, a maximum length that 
such sentences may run, the NYC-
LU said. No such guidelines exist, 
except in cases involving certain 
violent and drug-related offenses.

“New York state has done the 
right thing by committing to com-
prehensive reform of the way it 
uses extreme isolation, a harmful 
and inhumane practice that has for 
years been used as a punishment 
of first resort” in the state’s prisons, 
said Donna Lieberman, executive 
director of the civil rights group.

Several states, including Wash-
ington, Mississippi and Colorado, 
had begun to address the issue of 
how to reduce the use of solitary 
confinement; a Senate Judiciary 
Subcommittee is holding a hear-
ing next week on the issue. Taylor 
Pendergrass, the lead lawyer in the 
case for the civil liberties group, 
said that a handful of states have 
also banned or limited the use of 

solitary confinement for inmates 
under 18.

But given New York’s size and 
visibility, the agreement places the 
state “at the vanguard” of progres-
sive thinking about how to move 
away from “a very punitive system 
that almost every state has adopted 
in one form or another over the last 
couple of decades,” Pendergrass 
said.

The agreement also calls for the 
NYCLU and the state to each des-
ignate an expert to assess current 
disciplinary practices across the 
state prisons and recommend fur-
ther reforms.

If the reform process is suc-
cessful, the lawsuit will be settled 
in two years, the civil rights group 
said.

The filing, by lawyers for the 
plaintiffs and the state, asks the 
judge, Shira A. Scheindlin of U.S. 
District Court in Manhattan, to de-
lay the litigation while the process 
takes place. The judge gave that ap-
proval Wednesday.



O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

n
 O

pi
n
io

n
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

in
IO

N
4  The Tech� Friday, February 21, 2014

OPINION POLICY
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The story in Tuesday’s issue about President Reif’s message to the MIT 
community in response to the legal situation involving Tidbit incorrectly stat-
ed that Hal Abelson sent a draft of the letter to Reif, Barnhart, and Morgan be-
fore soliciting signatures throughout the MIT community on Thursday, Feb. 
13. In fact, Abelson sent the administrators the draft shortly after sending it to 
CSAIL members on that date.

Corrections

By Feras Saad
Staff columnist

I am biking down Vassar Street when 
suddenly a pedestrian hops on to the pave-
ment, seemingly unaware he is obstructing 
the bike lane. Unable to brake due to bike 
traffic behind me, I ring my bell and yell 
“watch out!” to warn him of the danger-
ous situation. To my great confusion, these 
warnings are continuously ignored even as 
I approach closer and closer. All I can do 
next is take a sharp turn to avoid a crash, 
sending me flying into the fence. The pe-
destrian strolls blissfully away, forever un-
aware of the accident he has caused.

The pedestrian, it turns out, was not 
malicious — he was just listening to his 
iPod. It is a habit that has become almost 
inseparable from the daily routines of so 
many; the next time you are out, count the 
number of people with some kind of mu-
sic device plugged into their ears. It is quite 
concerning to realize they are all aurally 
disconnected from their surroundings — 
even more so when it might be a cab driver 
zooming down the road at 60 miles an hour 
who cannot hear another car horn, or a 
mother oblivious to the cries of her baby in 
the stroller beneath her.

What few realize is that using earphones 

as part of a daily routine is a genuine pub-
lic safety concern. The risk is not limited to 
overly adventurous activities either. Even 
something as mundane as walking down 
the street can be dangerous to others, as 
demonstrated by my pedestrian friend.

The first and hardest step in address-
ing the problem is convincing people that 
this is a legitimate concern. While most 
existing studies focus on the harm caused 
to users’ ears, there is strong evidence to 
support that wearing earphones poses 
a significant threat to others as well. Ac-
cording to a 2012 study published in the 
journal of Injury Prevention, the number 
of people in the US suffering serious in-
jury or death while wearing music head-
phones has risen by 300% over the last six 
years. In addition, three quarters of those 
involved in headphone related incidents 
while walking down the street received fa-
tal injuries.

Contrary to popular belief, auditory sig-
nals are just as critical as visual ones dur-
ing everyday life. Researchers coined the 
term “inattentional blindness” to describe 
the lack of awareness caused by oblivion 
to ambient noises. They found that typical 
mishaps include missing a step while walk-
ing down stairs, leaving a door slam into 
someone behind you, or even wandering 
on to a bike lane.

Despite these findings, the times and 
trends remain well against a safe course 
of action. If anything, we are moving in 
the wrong direction. Simple earphones of 
yesteryear are no longer satisfactory for 
today’s tech-savvy urbanites. It has instead 
become ‘trendy’ to wear noise-cancelling 
boomboxes over one’s head, blasting mu-
sic at volumes that push the boundaries of 
the human ear.

It is time to hold a serious discussion 
regarding steps the MIT community can 

take to make our maze of a campus, filled 
with bikes, trucks, city roads, and hundreds 
of earphone-wearing students, safer to 
navigate by limiting portable music to the 
appropriate time and place. I do not pro-
pose draconian bans or formal restrictions, 
preferring a good deal of common sense. 
Public awareness should be drawn to this 
overlooked issue, particularly targeting 
higher risk groups like cyclists and outdoor 
athletes.

Massachusetts state law stipulates that 
wearing musical headphones while oper-
ating a motor vehicle is illegal, and cyclists 
should be at least as aware as drivers when 
navigating the roads. As for the average 
person wandering out and about, it is rea-
sonable to momentarily unplug in crowded 
settings where the probability of collisions 
and accidents is highest. Publishing ad-
vertisements, posters, or even opinion col-
umns in the student paper should encour-
age the community to view inappropriate 
headphone use in the same light as other 
unsafe behavior, like texting behind the 
wheel or jogging at night without reflective 
gear.

I anticipate many impassioned music 
listeners will resist the prospect of restrict-
ing their favorite pastime, but the trade-off 
is worth it if it means fewer accidents and a 
safer community.

Wearing headphones while commuting 
is dangerous
An overlooked problem, and what can be done about it

The number of people 
in the US suffering 
serious injury or death 
while wearing music 
headphones has risen 
by 300% over the last 
six years.

It is time to hold a 
serious discussion 
regarding steps the 
MIT community can 
take to make our maze 
of a campus safer to 
navigate.
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By Daniel Kolodrubetz

Craigie on Main has held the position 
of the upscale restaurant near MIT since 
before I arrived. Recently, the restaurant’s 
chef Tony Maws opened a more casual eat-
ery out on Washington Street in Somerville. 
His new brainchild, The Kirkland Tap and 
Trotter or KTT, is an excellent choice if you 
are looking to celebrate a little bit without 
breaking the bank.

Walking into KTT, I was immediately 
hit with a hipster vibe. I made the mis-
take of wearing plaid, which meant that 
I blended right in with the waitstaff. But 
our waiter was friendly, attentive, and ex-
tremely knowledgeable about the menu, a 
necessity in a restaurant with many novel 
options. The lights are perhaps a bit too low 
and the music a bit too loud, but the overall 

atmosphere inside KTT is very relaxed and 
friendly.

The dishes are served as soon as the 
kitchen makes them and are designed for 
sharing. This is definitely not the restaurant 
for you if you ever growled at someone for 
coming near your plate. The menu changes 
often and features a wide variety of options 
in various sizes, so it would be difficult to 
get bored with the KTT even if it were a 
weekly stop.

The highlight of the many dishes that 
I tried were the sirloin tips. They were 
cooked to a perfect medium rare and 
served alongside grilled avocado, which 
somehow matched their flavor perfectly. 
Really, though, it was simply the quality of 
the meat that stood out, as I expect from a 
farm-to-table chef like Maws.

The smaller dishes also deliver quite a 
punch in this dim dining room. In particu-
lar, the polenta was a surprising hit among 
my group, comprised mostly of carnivores. 
Of course, it helped that it was flavored 
with bacon, but that extra touch was subtle 
enough to allow the other flavors in the dish 
to shine through.

One less-than-stellar dish did arrive at 
our table. At the recommendation of the 
waiter (who was mostly spot on), we went 
with a sausage platter served over sauer-
kraut. While the sauerkraut was as good as 
some that I’ve had in Austria, and the side 
plate included three types of mustard, the 
sausages themselves didn’t bring much to 
the dish. Somewhat bland, they required 

the zest of the mustards to be interesting.
I would also recommend that you check 

the specials board before you order. The 
best dish I had at KTT was the pork neck 
medallions, which was absolutely sensa-
tional but served for only two days without 
any advance notice. This was definitely a 
case where listening to the waiter paid off.

Finally, KTT offers several delicious des-
sert options to finish your meal in style. 

Even though I was stuffed with the other 
dishes I had enjoyed that night, their brown 
sugar ice cream still managed to improve 
my evening. With hot dishes, desserts and 
a very solid cocktail menu, KTT should de-
liver for almost any diner. With a price point 
that is fairly reasonable, particularly for a 
special occasion, this is definitely a restau-
rant that is worth the trek just past the Cam-
bridge border.

The Kirkland Tap and 
Trotter
425 Washington 
Street
Somerville, MA
Monday – Sunday: 
5:30 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.

RESTAURANT REVIEW

I never knew neck could taste so good
The Kirkland Tap and Trotter showcases a successful, not-quite-tapas style

By Grace Young and Davie Rolnick
Staff WriterS

Last weekend the MIT Art Scholars, a 
group of about 30 students with interests 
in various artistic disciplines, traveled to 
New York City. The weekend included an 
exploration of Indian art, a performance 
of Rusalka at the Metropolitan Opera, and 
a tour of a special exhibit at the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art. It was the Art Scholars’ 
fourth annual trip to NYC, supported by 
Council for the Arts at MIT.

Art Scholar Linh N. Vuong ’13 said the 
trip felt “like New York Fashion Week for 
MIT students who are passionate about 
the arts.” She thought it gave students the 
unique opportunity to appreciate art out-
side the MIT bubble. “Being able to travel 
with the Arts Scholars to watch Rusalka in 
New York just shows how there are tons of 
resources at MIT to help us learn and grow 
as individuals, both inside and outside the 
classroom,” said Bruno D. Tambasco ’15, 
one of several scholars who had never 
seen an opera before the weekend.

The trip began with Tarun Kumar Jain’s 
guided tour of his family’s gallery of Indi-
an and Tibetan art on Saturday morning. 

Jain, a graduate student in Course 2, high-
lighted a collection of exquisite miniature 
paintings dating back to the fifteenth cen-
tury during the tour. These miniatures, 
depicting religious and historical scenes, 
were intended for the personal enjoyment 
of royalty and were so detailed that they 
required a magnifying lens to be properly 
appreciated.

Saturday evening, the Scholars were 
joined for dinner by opera experts Grego-
ry Fortner and Professor Emily Richmond 
Pollock. Fortner is assistant stage direc-
tor of the current production of Rusalka 
at the Met, where he’s worked since 2006. 
He spoke with the Arts Scholars about the 
responsibilities of a stage director, and 
discussed his recent collaboration with 
theater artist Robert Lepage (former MIT 
McDermott Award recipient) on a new op-
era. Pollock, Assistant Professor of Music 
at MIT, told the group about the history, 
plot, and nuances of Rusalka. She also 
spoke of her research in opera from the 
bel canto era to the present, twentieth-
century concert music, and the politics of 
musical style.

The opera, Rusalka, was composed by 
Antonin Dvorák at the turn of the 20th 

century, and was immediately hailed as 
the pinnacle of Czech opera. It’s based on 
the same fairy tale as Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid. A water nymph (“Rusalka” in 
Czech) falls in love with a human prince. 
In order to adopt a mortal form, she must 
renounce her brethren and her ability to 
speak. Unlike the Disney version, Rusalka 
ends in romantic tragedy, as the lovers 
must ultimately accept eternal damna-
tion as the price of remaining true to each 
other.

The Met’s beloved production of Rusal-
ka has remained essentially unchanged 
since its premiere in 1993. The title role 
was played by Renée Fleming, one of the 
world’s foremost operatic sopranos, who 
recently appeared in the 2014 Super Bowl 
to sing the national anthem. Rusalka is 
considered to be Fleming’s signature 
role, and her rendition of the “Song to the 
Moon” on Saturday brought an immediate 
ovation from an audience.

Several other notable singers were 
cast alongside Fleming. Dolora Zajick 
appeared as the witch Ježibaba, as she 
did twenty years ago in the opera’s Met 
premiere. Pollock and several students 
praised the powerful, yet gentle voice of 

the Prince (Piotr Beczala). The singers 
danced and swam through a beautiful 
fairy-tale set, artfully painted to represent 
a lush forest, complete with a marvel-
ously realistic pool of gauzy green fabric. 
The audience was charmed by a coterie 
of cutely costumed children, who hopped 
around the stage as frogs, mice, and in-
sects during the incantation scene.

Off-stage, the opulent opera house 
was its own spectacle, from the exhibit 
of past costumes to the enormous crys-
tal chandeliers, which were raised at the 
beginning of the performance. “The size 
and structure of the Met, along with the 
decorations and lighting, amazed me. It’s 
majestic,” said Tambasco.

As the last event of the weekend, the 
Arts Scholars were treated to a tour of a 
special exhibit at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art, displaying treasures from the 
5th century Silla kingdom of Korea. 

Overall, the Arts Scholars thought the 
trip was a fantastic opportunity. In spring 
they will continue monthly arts excursions 
closer to home, in Boston. Interested stu-
dents can apply online for admission to 
the program; application for admission 
for fall 2014 is due at the end of February.

COURTESY OF THE KIRKLAND TAP AND TROTTER

The Somerville-based restaurant The Kirkland Tap and Trotter delivers friendly at-
mosphere and enjoyable food. 

CAMPUS ARTS

Museums, miniatures, and the Met
MIT Arts Scholars visit New York

We get you the tickets.
You get us the review.

ARTS at 
events • movies • theater • concerts

music • books • restaurants • interviews

join@the-tech.mit.edu

We get you the tickets.
You get us the review.

ARTS at 
events • movies • theater • concerts

music • books • restaurants • interviews

join@the-tech.mit.edu

We get you the tickets.
You get us the review.

ARTS at 
events • movies • theater • concerts

music • books • restaurants • interviews

join@the-tech.mit.edu



6  The Tech� Friday, February 21, 2014
A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

RTS



 A

RTS



 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

s
 A

r
t

S
 

By Edwina Portocarrero
Staff Writer

The Wind Rises (Japanese: Kaze Tachinu) 
is yet another stunning film, proclaimed to 
be the last of master animator Miyazaki.

The controversial film, made for older 
audiences, is a fictional biography of a 
floaty, gentle warplane designer, Jirô Hor-

ikoshi, whose genius was employed to de-
sign Japanese fighter planes used during 
Second World War, including those used for 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor. If that is not 
enough, Jirô is a heavy smoker. 

The movie takes us back to a Japan be-
tween wars, where Jirô, still a boy, starts 
dreaming of engineering beautiful flying ma-
chines. His idol, aircraft designer Giovanni 
Caproni, advises young Jirô of the potential 
that airplanes have for destruction when put 
to the service of war, but Jirô is a gifted engi-
neer and designs warplanes anyway.

Miyazaki illustrates Jirô’s creative process 
with amazing grace. Jirô’s insights, beauti-
fully depicted as intimate encounters with 
shapes and forms translated into brilliant 
designs, are drawn from the unconscious 
naturally as they emerge from his acute ob-
servation of the workings of his waking life. 

Miyazaki is no stranger to depicting the 
feat of flying; his films have evoked the sub-
ject before. This time, he creates sublime 
aerial dream scenes in which reality and 
fantasy are interwoven, defeating fear, grav-
ity, and scale amidst moving clouds and 
endless skies. The accompanying sounds 
of propellers and earthquakes are created 

by human voices, giving scenes a sense of 
surrealism.

The story also highlights the unforeseen 
effects of our actions. Jirô’s mind and heart 
are solely occupied by airplanes. Concerned 
with little else, he ignores the destruction 
that his creations can cause, emphasizing 

how a creative act can overtake awareness 
of the reality around us.

This film was a powerful reminder of the 
importance of understanding the conse-
quences of our work and questioning the 
sources that enable us to “make our dreams 
come true.”

HHHH✩

The Wind Rises
Directed by Hayao Miyazaki

Voice Cast in English 
Starring: Joseph Gordon-
Levitt, Emily Blunt, Stanley 
Tucci, William H. Macy, 
Darren Criss

Rated PG-13

Now Playing

MOVIE REVIEW

Animation with a lesson
Miyazaki’s film is a beautiful and controversial look into the life of Jiro Horikoshi

COURTESY OF WALT DISNEY STUDIOS

The famous Japanese animator and director Hayazao Miyazaki returns with the new 
animated fantasy, The Wind Rises.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

                                        MIT-China  
                        Connections 

       回中国实习  
          Back to China Summer 2014 Internships                                                                                                      
                         
  Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu, Shenzhen, Hong Kong,Wuxi  
 

Contact:  mit-china@mit.edu 
     

 

 

习

By Juan Alvarez and Katie Villa

Tucked away between Central Square 
and Harvard Square, Garden at The Cellar is 
one of those casual places that you can regu-
larly count on to find great food at reason-
able prices. Since they don’t take reserva-
tions, we repeatedly postponed the visit, but 
this time we decided to check it out anyway.

As we walked from campus toward Har-
vard Square on a Saturday night, we called in 
and were told there would be a twenty-min-
ute wait for a table at the Garden, but upon 
arrival were pleasantly surprised to find a 
place for us at the Cellar. Both Garden and 
Cellar serve the same menu, but the Cellar 
is even more casual than the Garden, with 
minimal décor, orders placed at the bar, and 
no wait service. But what it lacks in atmo-
sphere and design, it more than makes up 
for with delicious food.

For starters we shared bacon wrapped 
dates stuffed with goat cheese and a pork 

belly bun ($5 each). Served atop an apple 
hash, the dates were delightful though not 
beyond expectation; they were sizable and 
perfectly roasted, but the bacon wrap was a 
tad too salty and thick to bring about a per-
fect balance of sweet and savory. The pork 
belly bun was similar — the belly was crispy 
and smoky, but had more fat than desired.

The real highlights of the night were the 
small plates that we tried instead of entrées 
to better sample the restaurant’s fare. For 
those that crave full sized portions instead of 
small plates, Garden at the Cellar also has a 
wide and creative selection. We first shared 
the grilled octopus ($15), mixed with cauli-
flower pickle, curly endive, and a splendid 
hazelnut romesco with toasted garlic. The 
octopus was hearty and only lightly charred, 
and the rich romesco (a nut and red pepper-
based sauce from Tarragona, Spain) brought 
an authentic Catalonian feel to the dish. We 
really appreciated the inventiveness of mix-
ing in pickled cauliflower, but weren’t quite 
sure if the combination worked perfectly in 
the end. 

Our second small plate was a beet salad 
($13), made with apple, walnuts, gorgonzo-
la, and celery, which truly put all other beet 
salads that we’ve tasted to shame. There was 
no shortage of beets or cheese in this salad 
— the portion was truly substantial. The 
abundant beets were extremely well-pre-
pared and fresh, and their rich taste was ap-
propriately balanced by the gorgonzola and 
celery dressing. After such refreshing yet 
light fare, we looked forward to an exciting 
and filling creation for our last dish.

In came the butter-poached lobster 
($15), served with brioche croutons, wild 

Burgundy truffles, and a duck egg. This was 
indeed a superb concoction: the runny egg 
yolk and the truffles functioned as a perfect 
sauce to the tasty warm lobster, and the crisp 
croutons nicely balanced out the creamier 
texture and salty flavor of the butter and egg 
yolk. The perfect integration of complemen-
tary ingredients and the outstanding execu-
tion made this dish our favorite of the night, 
and warrant a prompt return to the premises 
in the near future.

Garden at The Cellar definitely lived up 
to its reputation of a neighborhood gem. Its 
atmosphere is at a sweet spot, serving fresh, 
quality and innovative dishes while keep-
ing the feel of a humble and comfortable 
hangout. Only two years into the tenure of 
current chef and owner Brandon Arms, it 
has already become a staple of the restau-
rant scene in Cambridge, a haven for those 
seeking fun and creative, yet nurturing food 
surprises.

HHHH✩

Garden at the Cellar
991 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Cambridge

Sunday – Wednesday: 5:00 
p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Thursday – Saturday: 5:00 
p.m. – 11:00 p.m.

RESTAURANT REVIEW

A cellar full of tasty surprises
Creative fare in a comfy neighborhood spot

COURTESY OF GARDEN AT THE CELLAR

Located between Central and Harvard Square, Garden at the Cellar brings a satisfac-
tory variety of meals for reasonable prices.

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

Petr Ufimtsey
math job
samuelmessinger@aol.com

write for us
e-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Be a PENguin
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UPPERCUT by Steve Sullivan

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 10

2 9 3
6 3 5

8 3 5
9 5 6 3 4

1 8
7 1 4 9 3
5 4 1

3 2 7
7 4 1

Techdoku
Solution, page 10

16× 18+

3 4− 144×

20× 6

10+ 10× 8× 1

18× 6 10×

1 12+

Don’t Knock It by S.N.
Solution, page 10

ACROSS
1 “. . . Grecian Urn” poet
6 Like venison’s flavor
10 Umpire’s call
14 Space Shuttle path
15 Layered treat
16 Special influence
17 Door duo
19 Notable periods
20 Home of St. Francis
21 The Flintstones      

period
23 Sets the dogs (on)
25 Prefix for point
26 14 Across segment
29 Rapid battlefield 

dominance
35 Sharp remark
37 Fervid flair
38 Needing a break
39 Apparent
41 Preholiday night
42 What “go” starts with
43 News sources

44 Easily intimidated
46 Theater level
47 Real-estate parcel ID
50 Single no longer
51 Writer Kesey
52 Lee of frozen desserts
54 Cocktail mixer
59 Duration
63 Designer Ricci
64 Sugary liquor
66 Nottingham native
67 Airport rental
68 Brunch serving
69 Shelter adoptees
70 First name for Santa
71 Chopped down

DOWN
1 Caffeine source
2 Cupid alias
3 Basic teachings
4 Hawaiian carvings
5 Equilibrium
6 Fourth word of Genesis

7 Synagogue cabinets
8 Happen upon
9 Eminent cellist
10 Cell-phone feature
11 Subtle quality
12 National symbol
13 Other than those
18 Suitable place
22 Beethoven’s “Choral 

Symphony”
24 Mirthless
26 Fission device
27 Entangle
28 Basic belief
30 Knuckled under
31 Shows reverence
32 Traffic-sign symbol
33 Cheese portion
34 Moved sideways
36 Strong criticism, so to 

speak
40 Accepts willingly
45 Wombat cousin
48 Warm jacket

49 Deep ditch
53 Agassi of tennis
54 Closing Bell broadcaster
55 A euro predecessor
56 Standard of 

measurement

57 Gloomy
58 Playbill heading
60 Burgeoned
61 Blood-bank category
62 Be mindful of
65 Bout enders
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Somewhere on the Search for Meaning... by Letitia Li

by Jorge Cham
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Solution to Sudoku
from page 8

5 4 7 8 2 9 1 6 3
6 1 2 3 5 4 8 7 9
9 8 3 6 7 1 2 5 4
8 9 5 2 6 3 7 4 1
1 3 4 5 9 7 6 2 8
2 7 6 1 4 8 9 3 5
3 5 9 7 8 6 4 1 2
4 6 1 9 3 2 5 8 7
7 2 8 4 1 5 3 9 6

Solution to Techdoku
from page 8

2 1 4 6 5 3
3 2 5 1 6 4
5 4 1 3 2 6
6 5 2 4 3 1
4 3 6 2 1 5
1 6 3 5 4 2

Solution to Crossword
from page 8

brought many new experiences. 
“Still, until you are actually liv-
ing in a situation, it is difficult 
to know what it will be like. For-
tunately, it turned out to be 
wonderful.”

Tom and Kate agreed that 
their favorite part of being 
Housemasters was interacting 
with students. “I think we like ev-
erything about housemastering 
that has to do with the students. 
It is a privilege to share a part of 
their lives. We are in a position to 
empower students, to be helpful 
at times. We support students 
and advocate for them, individu-
ally and as a group,” stated the 
Delaneys.

To the next EC Housemasters, 
the Delaneys’ advice is to keep 
an open mind and embrace the 
autonomy of the student govern-
ment. “Advice is cheap, and there 
are many ways in which one can 
be a successful Housemaster. But 
one good piece of advice to our 

successors would be: listen to 
the students,” claimed the Del-
aneys. “East Campus attempts 
to be a self-governing commu-
nity allowing freedom and au-
tonomy consistent with law and 
safety. We have been blessed 
with strong student leaders, and 
the relationship has been one of 
mutual trust.”

In their time as Housemas-
ters, there were a few unfortu-
nate experiences. According 
to the Delaneys, “Certainly the 
saddest experience we’ve had as 
Housemasters is the loss of com-
munity members.  That leaves an 
irreparable hole.”

For the Delaneys, just be-
ing members of the residential 
community was the most fulfill-
ing part of being Housemasters. 
“Really, just seeing people on a 
daily basis, chatting with them, 
sharing their joys and victories 
as well as their disappointments, 
being part of the community — 
that is the most rewarding aspect 
of housemastering.”

Delaneys found joy 
in EC community
Housemasters had very few bad 
experiences in East Campus life 
EC Housemasters, from Page 1

all victims were either bruised 
or cut, only one had to receive 
medical treatment for minor 
injuries.

The first victim is a Harvard 
postdoctoral fellow in neu-
robiology and had received 
cuts and a black eye from the 
sucker puncher. “ I could tell 
one or two seconds before he 
hit me that something was a 
little bit off with this guy,” he 
said in an interview with CBS 
Radio (WBZ). “I didn’t get 
knocked out which was nice, 
I didn’t black out or anything. 
It could have been a lot worse, 
I suppose. But this is probably 
the worst weekend I’ve had in 
a long time, possibly ever.” 

The suspect proceeded to 
punch two more men in Har-
vard Square and attempted 
to punch Brandon Arms, a 
chef who works at The Cellar 
Restaurant. “Brandon was out 
here and (the suspect) took a 
swing at him,” the restaurant 
owner told WBZ. “Brandon 
shoved him away and started 
chasing him.”

Cambridge police are now 
searching for the attacker, who 
is described as a black male 
wearing dark clothes with 
questionable sanity. “He was 
mad crazy man,” said the third 
victim, a Tufts visiting scholar. 
The suspect had punched him 
three times before continuing 
down the street.

The girlfriend of the sec-
ond victim also conceded,  
“He just seemed mentally dis-
turbed. He seemed under the 
influence. He was listening to 
music really loud and he was 
just walking around yelling.”

The perpetrator of this se-
ries of disturbing attacks has 
yet to be identified, and his 
motive is still unknown to 
Cambridge police.

� —Patricia Dominguez  
� and Anthony Yu

News briefs, from Page 1

CoStim came from a trio of Boston 
scientists, Vijay Kuchroo, Arlene 
Sharpe, and Gordon Freeman, 
working in labs at Harvard Medi-
cal School, Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, and Boston Children’s 
Hospital.

CoStim was backed by an MPM-
led consortium that included Atlas, 
Johnson & Johnson Development 
Corp., and Partners Innovation 
Fund, a small but growing player in 
life sciences venture capital.

CoStim’s purchase represents 
the first time the Partners fund, 
owned by Partners HealthCare Sys-
tem, the state’s largest hospital and 
physicians group, has successfully 
cashed out of an investment.

The seven-year-old Partners 
fund has invested in 17 companies, 
all of them seeking to commercial-
ize drug and medical device tech-
nology from Partners-owned Mas-
sachusetts General and Brigham 
and Women’s hospitals, said Chris 
Coburn, vice president of innova-
tion for Partners HealthCare. He 
said Partners hospitals have ben-
efited in the past by licensing their 
technology and earning royalties 
or milestone payments, but not 
through venture capital.

“This is the first investment to 
be monetized,” Coburn said. “Get-
ting technology into the clinic is 
not for the faint of heart from a 
financial standpoint. This model 
of very early-stage investment in 
therapeutic development has been 
validated. Stay tuned. We expect a 
lot more.”

CoStim to move to 
Novartis team site
Buyout is first cash-out for 
Partners Healthcare System Fund
Novartis, from Page 1

Novartis spent 
$43 million to buy 
a manufacturing 
facility for drugs in 
Morristown, N.J., 
from Dendreon 
Corp., just last year
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MIT ISN - Army Labs
Student Summer Internship Program

 
 
Earn up to $2864/month this summer! 

Join the MIT ISN-ARMY Labs Summer Intern Research Program *  
 

Program Summary: MIT undergraduate students conduct scientific and 
engineering research at Army Science and Technology Centers under the direction of 
Army Scientists, from June to August.  The Army host and the student determine the 
exact starting and finishing dates. Most areas of science and engineering are of 
interest.  The Army Lab host determines the project content and subject matter.  
Projects can be basic or applied research, or both and do not need to be related to 
the ISN mission or to nanotechnology 

Professional Benefits 
    • Gain valuable research experience 
    • Build new professional relationships 
    • Access world-class research facilities 
    • Contribute to a team that is providing new, life-saving technologies 
 
If you would like to learn more about this program, please consider registering at the 

website: 
 

https://isn.mit.edu/internship/index.php 

If you have questions about this program or experience difficulty using the website, please 
contact Marlisha McDaniels, via email: mmcd@mit.edu or at the ISN Headquarters, NE47-
4thFl. 617.324.4700. 

 
 
The ISN The mission of the MIT Institute for Soldier Nanotechnologies is to help the Army 
dramatically enhance Soldier protection and survivability through basic research on nanotechnology 
and in collaboration with Army and industry partners to transition promising results of that basic 
research into practical capabilities.  
 
*The Army Lab provides the intern's salary, which typically ranges from $2280/month to 
$2864/month depending on class year. Under certain circumstances the ISN can provide the 
intern with a supplement of up to $1500 to defray costs of local accommodations and travel.  

tor is caught.
“It’s just really disturbing to 

me,” said Anna Kondratenok, 31, 
who lives in East Boston and walks 
dogs in the neighborhood where 
the attacks occurred, a neighbor-
hood she usually considers “pretty 
safe.”

On Monday at around noon, 
she said, as she prepared to walk 
three big dogs, a man dressed all 
in black and reeking of alcohol 
followed her into an alleyway be-
tween two houses and urinated. 
At the time, it was unnerving; now, 
she said, it is terrifying.

“I think it’s horrible that this 
is happening,” she said. “I don’t 
know what else to say.”

Police have not yet made any 
arrests in the attacks, but McCar-
thy said detectives were out all 
day Tuesday canvassing in East 
Boston, knocking on doors and 
looking for surveillance footage. 
Police cars cruised regularly down 
Trenton Street, where two of the 
attacks took place, and residents 
said that officers out walking on 
foot had stopped to talk to them 
about what to look out for and how 
to stay safe.

“These are the kinds of crimes 
that people are arguably most 
fearful of in communities: women 
walking alone, coming home from 
work, coming home from shop-
ping, and having some preda-
tor attack them randomly,” said 
Thomas Nolan, a former Boston 
police officer who is chairman of 
the Department of Criminal Jus-
tice at SUNY Plattsburgh. “I think 
it causes the erosion of a sense of 
safety that people need to have in 
communities.”

Nolan said Boston police have 
handled the attacks well: They 
informed the community imme-
diately, got detailed descriptions 

out to the public, broadcast safety 
tips, and increased patrols. It is a 
tough call to decide to publicize 
sexual assaults, he said, because 
police do not want to create panic 
or compromise their investigation, 
but with a good description, the 
public can help identify the perpe-
trator quickly and prevent future 
assaults.

Sexual assault prevention ad-
vocates echoed Nolan’s sentiment 
that notifying the public was the 
right thing to do, but said preven-
tion requires focusing on the per-
petrator’s actions, not on steps 
women can take to stay safe.

“What that does is, it treats 
sexual assaults as inevitable and 
puts the burden on people who are 
potential victims to protect them-
selves,” said Meg Bossong, com-
munity engagement manager at 
the Boston Area Rape Crisis Cen-
ter. “We really do think that sexual 
assault is preventable.”

The suspect in Saturday’s as-
sault in the North End was de-
scribed as a white man in his 20s 
with blue eyes, a medium build, 
short blond spiked hair, and possi-
bly with freckles on his cheeks. He 
was wearing a dark pea coat, a dark 
hat, jeans, and trail boots.

The women attacked Monday 
each described a similar suspect: a 
Hispanic man in his 30s or 40s, be-
tween 5 feet 5 and 5 feet 9, dressed 
in black, clean-shaven with a me-
dium build and medium complex-
ion, and a mole or mark on his left 
cheek. Anyone with information 
is asked to call the sexual assault 
unit at 617-343-4400. Survivors of 
sexual assault can call the Boston 
area rape crisis center hotline at 
800-841-8371.

A statement from Mayor Mar-
tin J. Walsh’s press office said the 
mayor has the utmost confidence 
in the Police Department and the 
commissioner.

Boston Police have 
increased watch in 
East Boston areas
Police have not made any arrests 
in relation to the string of assaults
Boston assaults, from Page 1
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Upcoming Home Events
Friday, February 21

Men’s Track and Field vs. New England Division III  
Championship� 1 p.m., Steinbrenner Stadium

Men’s Tennis vs. Bentley University� 4 p.m., DuPont Tennis 
Courts

Saturday, February 22

Men’s Track and Field vs. New England Division III  
Championship� 9 a.m., Steinbrenner Stadium

Men’s Basketball vs. Babson College�1 p.m., Rockwell Cage

Men’s Volleyball vs. Vassar College� 3 p.m., Rockwell Cage

Women’s Basketball vs. WPI� 3 p.m., Rockwell Cage

By Charlotte Brackett
DAPER STAFF

Already in its fourth week, the 
U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country 

Coaches Association 
(USTFCCCA) poll re-
leased on Wednesday 
afternoon revealed that 
both the MIT men’s 
and women’s indoor 
track and field teams 

have moved up in the rankings. Tech’s 
men, who were ninth last week, are 
now fourth, while the women’s squad 
moved up from third to second.

Sitting behind UW-La Crosse in 
first, UW-Oshkosh in second, and 
North Central (Ill.) in third, the MIT 
men’s team has slowly made its way 
up the rankings since the start of the 
season. Sitting sixth in the preseason 
poll, the Engineers dipped to 11th 
during the first week before mov-

ing up to ninth for the following two 
weeks and settling into fourth, its 
highest ranking so far this season. The 
highest the Cardinal and Gray were 
ranked last year was 13th.

Including the preseason rank-
ings, Tech’s women’s team has been 
second in the nation in three of the 
five polls that the organization has 
released. MIT currently sits behind 
UW-La Crosse and ahead of UW-Os-
hkosh, with Wartburg, who had held 
onto first up until this week, in fourth. 
The highest the Engineers were 
ranked last season was eighth.

This past weekend, the Cardinal 
and Gray competed in meets at Bos-
ton University and Tufts University, 
breaking four records in the process. 
States Lee ‘16 ran a 48.45 in the 400m, 
breaking by just one one-hundredth 
of a second the MIT record that had 
remained untouched for more than 
20 years. Louise E. van den Heuvel 
‘14 broke the MIT record and earned 
a personal record in the 800m when 
she crossed the line in 2:11.98 while, 
in the 1000m, Christina R. Wicker ‘17 
took down both the MIT freshman 
and varsity record with her time of 
2:55.37.

Next up for MIT is the New Eng-
land Division III Championships, 
which will take place from Friday 
through Saturday, Feb. 21-22. The 
men’s team will be hosting the meet 
for the first time since 2009, while the 
women’s squad will travel to Spring-
field College.

MIT men’s, women’s track and 
field teams move up rankings
Men’s is ranked fourth in nation, women’s is second

Tech’s women’s 
team has been 
second in the nation 
in three of five polls 
released

Sports SHort

Four fencers represent MIT 
on Northeastern Fencing 
Conference All-Star Team

Benjamin Lin ‘17 and Gi-
ulio R. Gueltrini ‘16 were se-
lected for the NFC Men’s 

All-Star Team 
this year, 
while Corde-
lia G. Avery 
‘17 and Jessica 
Li ‘17 were 
tabbed as All-

Stars for the women’s team. 
Lin and Avery were both 
placed on the Sabre First 
Team, while Gueltrini and 
Li received second team 
honors in Epee and Foil, re-
spectively. Lin completed 
two NFC competitions with 

the best record in the league, 
compiling 27 wins against 3 
losses, while Gueltrini fin-
ished with a mark of 17-6. 
On the women’s side, Avery 
has a 26-5 record this sea-
son, with a 17-1 perfor-
mance in NFC competition, 
while Li earned a 29-5 re-
cord on the year. The selec-
tion is a first for all four fenc-
ers, and they hope to see 
their success continue as 
MIT attempts to reach the 
postseason at the New Eng-
land Championship on Feb-
ruary 22nd.

� —Austin Osborne
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Sherry Ren—The Tech

Foilist Jessica Li ‘17 (left) attacks her opponent at 
the Beanpot tournament held at MIT on Feb. 12. The 
MIT fencing team wrapped up regular season at Bean-
pot competing against Harvard, Boston College, and 
Brandeis. 


