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Baker, Simmons, Maseeh

are freshmen’s top choices
35 attempt to leave East Campus during FYRE

By Drew Bent

Baker, Simmons, and Maseeh
once again topped the residence
preferences in this summer’s
freshmen housing lottery. Mac-
Gregor, on the other hand, saw
its lowest numbers in four years,
while Next demonstrated a surge
in interest during the same pe-
riod, according to data provided
by MIT Residential Life and Din-
ing. This year also marked the
first time that Maseeh partici-
pated in the First Year Residence
Exchange (FYRE), in which stu-
dents have the option to switch
dorms during their first week at
MIT.

In the summer lottery, incom-
ing freshmen ranked the 11 MIT

undergraduate dorms in order
of preference. Baker snagged the
title of most desired, with 282
students selecting it as their top
choice, marking the fifth time in
the past sixyears that Baker led in
popularity. Simmons and Mas-
eeh followed, with 202 and 144
top picks, respectively. Dorms
with dining halls, including Bak-
er, Simmons and Maseeh, tended
to fare better.

Next House has seen rising
numbers every year since 2011,
when 43 students selected it as
their top choice. This year, 99
selected it as their top choice.
MacGregor, on the other hand,
has declined in popularity, hav-
ing been named the top choice
by 102 students in 2011 but only

by 34 this year.

MIT’s FYRE program offers
additional insight into the dorm
preferences of students. During
the Residential Exchange Pro-
gram (REX) at the start of the
year, students explored dorms
and their distinctive cultures
through a variety of events host-
ed by REX committees. Students
then had the option to switch
dorms in the FYRE lottery.

As this was the first year that
MIT’s newest undergraduate
dorm, Maseeh, participated in
REX and FYRE, the Maseeh REX
committee focused on organiz-
ing a few quality events as op-
posed to many small ones. “Most

FYRE, Page 11

Students flock to Career Fair

Johnson Athletics Center and Rockwell Cage saw a constant influx of
students all day last Friday at the Fall Career Fair as students explored
jobs and internships at over 380 companies.
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Majority of freshman males pledge to a

fraternity

Of the 340 students who received
the 405 bids handed out during frater-
nity rush this year, 293 have pledged,
according to the Interfraternity
Council.

Fifty-two percent of freshman males
are now affiliated, as well as two percent
of females due to the recent integration
of the mixed-gender fraternity, No. 6
(Delta Psi), into the IFC last semester.

“To my knowledge, that percentage
is one of the highest in recent memory
— higher than last year’s, which itself
was a record,” IFC president Haldun
Anil 15 wrote in an email to The Tech.
“As you can imagine, we're pretty

thrilled about the results.”

According to Anil, the total num-
ber of pledges increased from 330 to
340, even though the number of bids
dropped from 451 to 405.

Delta Upsilon and Lambda Chi Al-
pha, which are under suspension, did
not participate in rush this year.

“Our raw numbers ended up de-
creasing by about the same number as
the sum of the bids given out last year
by DU and LCA,” said Anil in an email
to The Tech. “Conversely, however,
the class size decreased by a larger
amount, offsetting that difference.”

—DPatricia Z. Dominguez

Wearable ‘Mighty Mom’ takes first prize at
breast pump hackathon

The “Make the Breast Pump Not Suck”
Hackathon this past weekend drew over a
hundred parents, engineers, designers, and
healthcare specialists to campus. The organiz-
ers, MIT Media Lab students and researchers,
were inspired by problems posed by current
breast pumps, which they say are uncomfort-

able, inefficient, and costly.

Tal Achituv, a research assistant, said that
breasts pumps are “low hanging fruit” with
great potential impact in society, technology,

and business.

ity Belt, a wearable pump that automatically
stores and analyzes personal data; second
place went to Helping Hands, which helps
mothers manually lactate through a compres-
sion bra; and third place went to PumplIO, “an
open software and hardware platform” for
smart breast pump devices.

The three winning teams received, re-

companies.

First place went to the Mighty Mom Util-

REPORTER'S NOTEBOOK

spectively, $3,000 and a trip to Silicon Valley,
$2,000, and $1,000. The event was sponsored
primarily by breast pump and healthcare

—Brandon Zeng
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4 of 5 inmates are captured
after escape from California
jail

Four of five inmates who escaped from a jail in central Cali-
fornia and were considered “armed and dangerous” were cap-
tured Saturday, the authorities said.

The inmates escaped from the Madera County Jail around
9:15 p.m. Friday, the county Sheriff’s Department said in a
statement on its Facebook page.

But around 10 p.m. Saturday, Pacific time, Erica Stuart, a
spokeswoman for the Sheriff’s Department, announced that
four of the inmates had been captured. Roel Soliz, 29, who was
convicted of burglary and parole and probation violations, was
still at large, she said in an email.

The men had fled on foot, wearing their bright orange jail
jumpsuits, Stuart said Saturday night. She told The Associated
Press that officers from the county Department of Corrections,
which operates the jail, noticed that the inmates were missing
about an hour after they escaped.

The Sheriff’s Department identified the captured inmates
as Ricardo Cendejas, 19; Juan Lopez, 30; Jorge Lopez-Diaz, 26;
Abel Ramos, 25.

The five men were being held on a total of 23 charges, in-
cluding attempted murder, armed robbery and promoting or
assisting felony gang activity, the statement said.

“All five men should be considered armed and dangerous,”
the Sheriff’s Department said on Facebook earlier Saturday.

—Ashley Southall, The New York Times

Black bear kills man, 22,
during hike in North Jersey

A Rutgers University student was killed by a black bear over
the weekend, the police said Monday, the first such recorded
death in New Jersey since the 1850s.

The student, Darsh Patel, 22, and four friends were hiking
on Sunday in the Apshawa Preserve in the northern part of the
state, about 40 miles from New York City. They encountered a
black bear, which began to follow them, according to the police
in West Milford, a township that includes the preserve.

The friends told the police they scrambled to get away from
the bear, all running in different directions. Four of the men lat-
er found one another, and they called the police to help search
for their missing friend, according to the authorities. Patel’s
body was found about two hours later.

“Evidence at the scene indicated that the victim had been
attacked by a bear,” the West Milford Police Department said
in a statement.

Investigators added that a 300-pound bear was found at the
scene and was “immediately euthanized.”

Efforts to reach Patel’s family on Monday afternoon by
phone were unsuccessful.

Patel was a senior at Rutgers from Edison, New Jersey, and
was majoring in information technology and informatics. In a
statement, Richard Edward, the university’s chancellor, said,
“Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family and loved ones
and to all his friends and fellow students at Rutgers.”

No one has been killed by a bear in New Jersey since 1852,
according to a 2010 report on black bears by the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection.

However, Larry Ragonese, a spokesman for the department,
said that the black bear population had recently “grown out
of control,” especially in far northern New Jersey. Black bears
have caused some injuries to humans, including an attack in
2011 where two boys were hurt in northern Sussex County.
There have been 146 dangerous encounters with black bears
through Sept. 20 this year, the department found in a report.

The growing population prompted the state to institute a
black bear hunting season in 2009, which has lowered the pop-
ulation to between 1,800 and 2,400 bears.

—Tatiana Schlossberg, The New York Times
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U.S. and allies hit Islamic
State targets in Syria

By Helene Cooper and Eric
Schmitt
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — The United
States and allies launched airstrikes
against Sunni militants in Syria early
Tuesday, unleashing a torrent of
cruise missiles and precision-guided
bombs from the air and sea on the
militants’ de facto capital of Raqqa
and along the porous Iraq border.

U.S. fighter jets and armed Preda-
tor and Reaper drones, flying along-
side warplanes from several Arab
allies, struck a broad array of targets
in territory controlled by the mili-
tants, known as the Islamic State.
U.S. defense officials said the targets
included weapons supplies, depots,
barracks and buildings the mili-
tants use for command and control.
Tomahawk cruise missiles were fired
from U.S. Navy ships in the region.

“I can confirm that U.S. military
and partner nation forces are under-
taking military action against ISIL
terrorists in Syria using a mix of fight-
er, bomber and Tomahawk Land At-
tack Missiles,” said Rear Adm. John
Kirby, the Pentagon press secretary,

using an alternate name for the Is-
lamic State.

“Given that these operations
are ongoing, we are not in a posi-
tion to provide additional details at
this time,” Kirby said in a statement
Monday night in Washington. “The
decision to conduct these strikes was
made earlier today by the U.S. Cen-
tral Command commander under
authorization granted him by the
commander in chief. We will provide
more details later as operationally
appropriate”

The strikes are a major turning
point in President Barack Obama’s
war against the Islamic State and
open up a risky new stage of the U.S.
military campaign. Until now, the
administration had bombed Islamic
State targets only in Iraq, and had
suggested it would be weeks if not
months before the start of a bomb-
ing campaign against Islamic State
targets in Syria.

The strikes came less than two
weeks after Obama announced in
an address to the nation that he was
authorizing an expansion of the mili-
tary campaign against the Islamic
State.

Unlike U.S. strikes in Iraq over the
past month, which have been small-
bore bombings of mostly individual
Islamic State targets — patrol boats
and trucks — the salvo on Tuesday in
Syria was the beginning of what was
expected to be a sustained, hours-
long bombardment at targets in the
militant headquarters in Raqqa and
on the border.

The strikes began after years of
debate within the Obama admin-
istration about whether the United
States should intervene militarily or
should avoid another entanglement
in a complex war in the Middle East.
But the Islamic State controls a broad
swath of land across both Iraq and
Syria.

Defense officials said the goal
of the air campaign was to deprive
the Islamic State of the safe havens
it enjoys in Syria. The administra-
tion’s ultimate goal, as set forth in
the address Obama delivered on
Sept. 10, is to recruit a global coali-
tion to “degrade and ultimately de-
stroy” the militants, even as Obama
warned that “eradicating a cancer”
like the Islamic State was a long-
term challenge.

Obama sidesteps Congress with
rules to curb corporate flight

By Julie Hirschfeld Davis

THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Treasury Sec-
retary Jacob J. Lew announced rules
on Monday that are aimed at making
it more difficult for American com-
panies to lower their tax bills by relo-
cating overseas and that would wipe
out the benefits for those that do. It is
the administration’s latest move to
sidestep a paralyzed Congress and
tackle a politically charged element
of President Barack Obama’s agenda.

“While there’s no substitute for
congressional action, my adminis-
tration will act wherever we can to
protect the progress the American
people have worked so hard to bring
about,” Obama said after the regula-
tions on the so-called corporate in-
versions were announced.

The changes may affect pending
inversion deals, like one involving
AbbVie, an Illinois-based pharma-
ceutical company that is in the pro-

cess of acquiring its smaller British
rival, Shire, or the Minneapolis med-
ical device maker Medtronic, which
is acquiring Covidien in Ireland.

It is calculated to make compa-
nies considering such deals “think
twice” before doing so, Lew said.
Burger King announced last month it
would acquire the Canadian coffee-
and-doughnut chain Tim Hortons,
focusing new attention on the pace
of inversions. “For some companies
considering deals, today’s actions
will mean that inversions no longer
make economic sense,’” Lew said.
“These transactions may be legal, but
they’re wrong.”

Still, some Democrats, including
those who have been the harshest
critics of corporate inversions, said
the actions were far too limited to
substantially reduce the practice.
Sen. Charles E. Schumer of New York
said the Obama administration had
been hemmed in by the limits to its
legal authority, yielding a set of rules

that most likely will hold up in court
but have little substantive effect.

“Certainly they made a good ef-
fort, but what this administrative
action shows is that the only real
way to stop inversions is legisla-
tive,” Schumer said in an interview.
In particular, he said Congress must
pass legislation that stops a practice
known as “earnings stripping.” That
is when a parent company loads up a
U.S. subsidiary with debt, which can
be deducted for tax purposes, rather
than treating it as equity, which is not
eligible for deductions.

While Lew said his preference
was for Congress to act on a broad
business tax overhaul that would
include anti-inversion provisions,
it had become clear that would not
happen before the November post-
election session. In the meantime,
he said Treasury was exploring addi-
tional administrative steps to attack
inversions, something the president
said he supported.

It's always sunny at the
Institute

By Vince Agard

STAFF METEOROLOGIST

Sunshine and light winds are
expected to continue this week as
strong high pressure is poised to
dominate the northeastern Unit-
ed States. A broad high pressure
system currently centered over
the Ohio Valley will merge today
with a secondary high currently
located over eastern Canada. The
combined high will move over
New England tomorrow, bringing
clear skies and calm winds to the
region. Light southwesterly flow
may prevent a sea breeze from
developing this afternoon, keep-

make it this far north.

ridge.

ing temperatures a few degrees
warmer than they will be tomor-
row. A coastal storm will have a
chance of glancing the Massa-
chusetts coastline on Thursday,
but current indications do not
appear favorable for the storm to

After the brief passage of the
possible coastal storm, another
high pressure system will move
over the eastern United States in
association with an upper-level

This pattern could lead to a
brief late-season heat wave with
temperatures potentially nearing
80°F (27°C) this weekend.

Extended Forecast
Today: Sunny, high 68°F (20°C). Winds SW at 5-7 mph.
Tonight: Clear, low 53°F (12°C) with calm winds.

Friday: Mostly sunny, highs in the mid 70s °F (24°C).

Tomorrow: Sunny, high 62°F (17°C). Winds E at 5-10 mph.
Thursday: A chance of showers, highs in the mid 60s °F (18°C).
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Plaintitfs challenge Texas voter
ID law, claim the law is biased

By Manny Fernandez

THE NEW YORK TIMES

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas — A
law requiring Texas voters to show
government-issued identification
before casting a ballot is the latest
example of the state’s long history
of discrimination against minorities
and puts unjustified burdens on the
right to vote for more than half a
million Texans, lawyers challenging
the law told a federal judge here on
Monday.

The Justice Department, joined
by several black and Hispanic vot-
ers, elected officials and advocacy
groups, sued Texas in federal court
over the state’s voter-identification
law, asking a judge to overturn it
and arguing that it discriminates
against minority voters. Texas of-
ficials said the law was necessary
to prevent voter fraud and have
denied that it discriminates, argu-
ing that the five elections Texas has
held using the law’s requirements
had yielded few reports of people
being unable to produce the types
of ID needed to vote.

The case has the potential for
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widespread effect on the state’s
coming elections, as well as on the
extent of the federal government’s
oversight of Texas voting proce-
dures. The plaintiffs want the judge
to require Texas to seek advance
federal approval before making
changes to its voting laws, a level of
oversight the U.S. Supreme Court
freed the state from last year.

A ruling striking down the law
could affect procedures for the Nov.
4 election. Following the closing
arguments Monday in a trial that
began Sept. 2, the judge hearing
the case — Judge Nelva Gonzales
Ramos of U.S. District Court — did
not say when she would issue a rul-
ing. But lawyers expect a decision
before the election from the judge,
whom President Barack Obama ap-
pointed to the court in 2011.

Lawyers for the groups opposing
the law cited elements of Texas’ past
in their closing arguments Monday.
They told the judge of whites-only
primaries, poll taxes and the dis-
criminatory redrawing of electoral
district lines. In one case, a three-
judge federal panel in Washing-
ton ruled in 2012 that the maps

drawn by the Texas Legislature for
state Senate, state House and con-
gressional districts discriminated
against minority voters. The Re-
publican legislators who approved
those district maps passed the voter
ID bill in the same 2011 session of
the Legislature.

Texas “has used race as an issue
that has defined its politics and has
too often defined its policy,” said
Chad W. Dunn, a lawyer for some of
the plaintiffs.

The historical arguments made
in court and in legal filings were
tied in part to a crucial aspect of the
plaintiffs’ case — intent.

The Justice Department and civ-
il-rights lawyers argued that Texas
had a “discriminatory intent” in en-
acting the law. They said the nearly
all-white Legislature, in crafting the
law, eliminated forms of ID that are
more accessible to minorities and
retained those more accessible to
whites. They said the state’s Repub-
lican leaders were trying to achieve
a partisan advantage, at a time
when the Hispanic and black popu-
lations in Texas, which tend to vote
mostly Democratic, were booming.
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Hong Kong students lead
democracy fight with class
boycott

HONG KONG — Thousands of Hong Kong university students
abandoned classes Monday to rally against Chinese govern-
ment limits on voting rights, a bellwether demonstration of the
city’s appetite for turning smoldering discontent into street-level
opposition.

“University students must shoulder the responsibility of these
times,” Nathan Law Kwun-chung, the acting president of the stu-
dent union of Lingnan University, told the crowd crammed into
the main quad at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Some held
banners of their schools, many others umbrellas to ward off the
sun in this tropical former British colony.

“Boycotting classes is just the first wave of resistance,” he said.
“Today is not the last step for us all. It’s the first step, and countless
resistance campaigns will bear fruit”

The student strikers, who have said they will boycott classes for
the week, are at the vanguard of a planned succession of protests
against rules proposed by China that would effectively give Beijing
the right to screen candidates for Hong Kong's top official.

High school students plan to join the boycott for a day on Fri-
day. While the strike’s first day indicated a modest start, the big-
gest showdown will come if the main pro-democracy group, Oc-
cupy Central with Love and Peace, acts on vows to flood Central,
the city’s main business district, with demonstrators.

—Chris Buckley and Alan Wong, The New York Times

German Amazon workers walk
off job over wage dispute

BERLIN — Amazon employees in Germany, frustrated by the
company’s refusal to hold wage talks, walked off their jobs Mon-
day in a coordinated strike at four of the company’s distribution
centers.

A total of 2,000 workers refused to show up for their shifts on
Monday in an effort to force the company to accept an agreement
in line with other retailers.

The job action was expected to run from the early shift Monday
through the late shift on Tuesday, said the Ver.di retail and service
workers union, which organized the strike.

Amazon said the number of employees taking part in the strike
during the first shift was not significant enough to prevent the
company from making its deliveries on time.

“Less than 600 employees of the early shift have followed the
call to strike action,” Anette Nachbar, a spokeswoman for Amazon
in Germany, said in an email. “Therefore the strike will not impede
on the compliance with Amazon'’s delivery promise.

The company employs some 9,000 full-time workers in Germa-
ny, with thousands more on temporary contracts.

At the heart of the issue is an attempt by Ver.di to force Ama-
zon to recognize itself as a retailer, which would make it be-
holden to labor laws that require wages be set through collective
bargaining.

But Amazon insists that its warehouses are logistics centers,
“not shops frequented by customers.” Instead, most of its work-
ers are involved in taking goods from shelves, packing and ship-
ping them, and for their services, they receive wages at the upper
end of the pay range for logistics workers, Amazon says.

Ver.di has been fighting Amazon since spring 2013, holding
successive walkouts at different times, but Monday’s was the first
coordinated action to be held simultaneously by workers at the
four facilities — at Bad Hersfeld, Leipzig, Graben and Rheinberg.

—Melissa Eddy, The New York Times
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OPINION POLICY

Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are
written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman
Annia Pan, Editor in Chief Austin Hess, Managing Editor Judy
Hsiang, and Opinion Editor Jacob London.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board
members choosing to publish their disagreement with the
editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author,
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu.
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech,
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions
are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or
condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority.

Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published
in any other format or medium now known or later that
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US

The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. Email is the
easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the
editor in chief by emailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be
found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.
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TAKING THE GRE

BY ERIKA TRENT

@

| Exit | | Continue |

GRE Quantitative Reasoning
25 questions
35 minutes

Instructions: Solve 6th grade
geometry and high school algebra!

D)

|Resign| | Accept Fate |

GRE Verbal Reasoning

25 questions
30 minutes

Instructions: Read the passage.

Then read our minds.
Good luck.

Of Alternate Universe Grad Students...

Somewhere on the Search for Meaning... Letitia L
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..But right now, we don't even
have the funding to even buy an
extra donut for you at meetings.
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A representative of Amplitude, a mobile analytics company, passes out free souvenirs to a student who spun Ampli-
tude’s giveaway wheel. Nearly every booth at the fair had free souvenirs to entice attendees. Popular freebies included
t-shirts, water bottles, desserts, and stickers.

An athenahealth representative passes out free t-shirts to attendees entering the Zesiger Center. Dropbox and athe-
nahealth, both supplying t-shirts, were the first booths to greet students entering the fair, where over 380 companies
were set up.

A guitarist promoting Motu, a professional music and audio tools company, explains Motu’s software to a fair attendee.
The company'’s display included several instruments that were played live and posters that detailed its products.
Recruiters from Google speak with several interested students. Many students brought résumés and attempted to se-
cure interviews with companies at the fair, while others sought career advice from the representatives.

Students fill out name tags outside of the Zesiger Center before entering the fair. They expedited conversation with
recruiters, who commonly sought students of specific majors and experience levels.

A student checks the Guidebook app on his phone while in the midst of booths on the JohnsonTrack. For the first time,
Career Fair information was available through a mobile app, allowing attendees to refer to maps, schedules, and lists
of companies at the fair.

At the Bloomberg LP booth, a representative explains the data displayed on the screens behind him. While Bloomberg
used the large screens to advertise its work with complex stock market analytics, other companies promoted using live
demos or samples of their products.

er Fairg
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Sudoku |

Solution, page 9

Techdoku |

Solution, page 9

8| 5|9 R |
4| |2 7 6 T B e
6 (4 3 |2 m R
23 “ 8
1 |5 9 |8 Tt — -
8 3
5 |1 3] 18/ | | ] 1 1
6 9 7 |5

18x 40x

43 3]

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Sudoku ll

Solution, page 9

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of
each of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Techdoku Il

Solution, page 9

4 91 5 . ; ; 120 ; ;
3 |12 | [ | || | e B .
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5|7 8 15 > [20x
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains

exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of

each of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Saturday Stumper by Frank Lugo

. 1 (2 [3 |4 |5 [6 [7 [8 |9 10 [11 [12 [13 [14
Solution, page 9
15 16
ACROSS 49 Flat, for one: Abbr. 11 More and more
1 Crew locales 50 It's unlikely to make a 12 Alpine Skiing World Cup 17 18

10 They often fall through
15 Words of coolness

16 Normandy city

17 Hairsplitter's concern

chicken move
53 Pump reinforcement
56 Author analyzed by Sartre
57 Words of coolness

sponsor
13 Nicht doch!
14 Holdup cause
21 Counter

18 “Jewel in the Crown” of 59 Group of winds 23 It's not bad at all
the British Empire 60 From 24 "Before | built a wall I'd __
19 Far from comfy 61 Pull up know .. .": Frost
20 Far from comfy 62 Pepsi Challenge, for 25 It was worn by Hillary on
22 Gettysburg address ender instance Everest
23 Directly 26 Mega Millions drawing
24 Record producers time
27 City between Milan and DOWN 28 Now there
Venice 1 Smartphone selection 29 MixRadio app maker
31 Dumped 2 Whom Gandalf was 30 Shelter exhortation

32 Dictionary collection

35 Small shake of a sort

36 Air France merger partner
37 Grey's Anatomy props

38 Result of too many falls

39 You might have a ball with it
40 Butterfly attractors

41 Small counter

modeled on

3 Beauty and the Beast
Golden Globe winner

4 Worked with clay, in a way

5 20th-century pope

6 Screen appearance

7 Sushi-bar snapper

8 Joan Mir6 collaborator

33 Great or big follower

34 Madison's second vice
president

37 Aid in securing locks

41 Kellogg's snack brand

43 Is with you

45 Don't go all out?

47 Passing remark

59 60

61 62

“Monster Mash”
51 Half of icosa-

55 User of scanning devices
58 First name of the only

42 Thousand Oaks neighbor 9 Start 48 __ Espana (Mexico's former 52 Start to trust person in the Inventors
44 Glowing state 10 “"Come back new” name) 53 Nuisance or fraud and Rock and Roll Halls of
46 __glasses sloganeer 50 Musician “on chains” in 54 Moves like flies Fame
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Bizarre research recognized
at Ig Nobel award ceremony

Winners awarded ten trillion Zimbabwean dollars

Ig Nobels, from Page 1

Other notables included a re-
searcher from Italy who found that
people looking at paintings they
liked actually felt less pain while be-
ing shot with lasers; she hopes her
work can be used in hospital waiting
rooms. She wasn’t too keen on the
idea of receiving an Ig Nobel prize at
first, because her colleagues consid-
er it an insult, but she was convinced
to attend the ceremony.

Another team, however, was very
excited to be there; in fact, they even
gave me a collective cheer when I
asked them how they reacted to their
Ig Nobel. The international team had
observed the defecating and urinat-
ing positions of dogs for two years,
and they found that dogs detect mag-
netic fields and orient themselves
north-south. Wonderful stuff.

Armed with a fancy camera, I
took my seat in the press box on the
balcony as the theater filled up with
over 1,000 spectators. The night got
stranger as soon as the Ig Nobels ac-
tually began, when audience mem-
bers threw paper airplanes at the
stage in an annual tradition known
as the “deluge”

In between the presentations
of the awards (consisting of a large

plastic plate and ten trillion Zim-
babwean dollars), the coordinators
of the event found creative ways to
keep the audience amused. In accor-
dance with this year’s food theme,
performers put on a three-act mini-
opera about the intriguing concept
of using pills as a replacement for ac-
tual meals. The singing, surprisingly,
wasn't too bad.

A researcher found
that people looking
at paintings felt less
pain while being
shot with lasers.

Perhaps the best appearance of
the night was by world-renowned
Dr. NakaMats, who won the 2005 Ig
Nobel in Nutrition for photograph-
ing every meal he consumed over
34 years. He's also a prolific inventor,
having patented over 4,000 products,
including a wig that can be used for
self-defense. A few lucky audience
members (not myself, sadly) won
a date with him and joined him on
stage for a quick hug.

The final Ig tradition, the an-
nual goodbye speech, followed the

opera’s finale. Professor Jean Berko
Gleason of Boston University came
to the podium to utter a simple
“Goodbye, goodbye,” before the last
act on the playbill, the “disappear-
ance of the audience,” commenced.

These Ig Nobel prizes, which
began in 1991, are organized by the
Annals for Improbable Research, a
scientific humor magazine that goes
by the slogan that it “makes people
LAUGH and then THINK. The pur-
pose of the ceremony is not to ridi-
cule science, but rather to make it
more interesting, in the belief that
nothing is truly useless or trivial. A
slightly wild-looking Ig winner from
Prague who studied a rodent parasite
told me, much to my surprise, thathe
hopes to treat schizophrenia through
his work. I'm still coming to terms
with how extraordinary the evening
was.

Sometimes, incredibly appli-
cable science comes from esoteric
research. The Ig Nobels, aside from
being an evening of amusement and
weird fun, are reminders that “Good
achievements can also be odd, fun-
ny, and even absurd,” as the Improb-
able Research website puts it. Who
knows where these Ig Nobel laure-
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MIT Western Hemisphere Project presents

RICHARD LEVINS

John Rock Professor of Population Sciences
Harvard School of Public Health

MISTAKE

IN SCIENCE g POLICY

The inevitability of error, and some ways of trying to minimize it

THU. SEP. 25| 6: 30 pm | MIT 66 - 144

25 Ames St. Cambridge | Open to Public

MIT SCIENCE FOR THE PEOPLE SEMINAR SERIES

Sep. 2014 - Richard Levins | Oct 2014 - Abha Sur Mov. 2014 - Jonathan King | Jan. 2015 - Noam Chemsky

Corsponsors: South Asia Forum at MIT Assoclatian for Imim Development MIT MTI Smcn:e. Technology. and Global
Security Working Group. Www

ates might find their work being used
in the future?

Solution to Techdoku Il
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Sincerity on a day-to-day basis

Thoughts on approaching friendships

By Jing Lin

It was a simple question really, but we
often overlook the significance of simple
questions. One day during the second
semester of my senior high year in high
school, a friend asked me in passing, “How
are you doing?” I froze.

I didn’t know how to respond and in-
stinctively said “I'm good” before register-
ing the question. I then corrected myself
and stated, “I take that back. I'm not do-
ing too well” I smiled one of those “let’s
be positive and work through it” smiles,
but my friend stopped. We looked at each
other awkwardly for twenty seconds before
departing.

Even though we were friends, Sigma
didn’t know how to respond when I sin-
cerely answered a question that is too
frequently asked insincerely. As we move
forward into an era where the platforms
for social interaction (Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, Snapchat, Messenger, etc.) are
becoming more prevalent and pervasive
elements of our world, it is important to
understand that the words we utter carry
weight and significance.

To be sincere in social interactions is
to be true to ourselves. We shouldn’t treat
everyone the same, but we should treat ev-
eryone with the same level of baseline re-

EVENTS
TUESDAY

$4 tickets in lobby 16 — 26-100

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

SEPT. 23 - SEPT. 29

(6 p.m. -8 p.m.) LSC and Physics department show Particle Fever,

(1 p.m. - 6 p.m.) Blood drive sponsored by Blood Drives and
American Red Cross Team and Network — W20 (La Sala)

(7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.) MIT Energy Initiative Expo, sponsored by
MIT Energy Club and MIT Energy Initiative — 3-270

spect, positivity and trust. It’s hard for us to
be sincere because of two reasons: either
we don’t expect to meet whomever we are
speaking to again or we aren’t comfortable
in the environment we find ourselves in.

In the former case, because we don’t
expect to ever meet again the strangers we
are speaking to, we hold ourselves back.
We stick to polite remarks that never ex-
tend deeper into the more meaningful ar-
eas of conversation. To many of us, sharing
our true selves with others is like an invest-
ment. If those other people disappear from
our lives, the investment doesn’t succeed
and we experience emptiness. It’s similar
to screaming into the abyss and expect-
ing to hear a voice back. Consequently, we
become insincere so that we don’t experi-
ence the emptiness of never meeting again
people who we have become attached to.

In the latter case, we view social in-
teraction as a responsibility, obligation,
or intimidating experience and where we
can’t be who we are. Typical scenarios
that might induce fear include speaking
with upperclassmen, heading out to social
events, having lunch with professors, or
even interacting with new roommates. In
environments where we aren’t relaxed, we
can’t let our guard down and speak from
the heart.

Rather than speak as we would to inti-

mate friends, we depend on neutral, open-
ended statements that foster agreement
without sharing what we truly think. In
having lunch with a professor, we may be-
come timid and afraid to say that we don’t
like how the lectures are structured when
the professor asks if we enjoy the course.
We don’t want to offend, so we keep our
thoughts to ourselves and ambiguously in
one way or another agree with whatever
the subject matter happens to be.

I've found myself in both of these situ-
ations here at MIT. I've met other students
randomly in the hallway, at REX events, or
in dining halls and become overwhelmed
wondering what the point is of trying to
establish a meaningful connection or con-
versation. When those thoughts come, I
have to push them down. Only then can I
be myself and meet others.

When heading out to REX and orienta-
tion events, I was taken aback by the sheer
scale and intensity of the events. Having
a huge crowd of energetic people in any
given place is overwhelming, and I have to
tell myself that I will define my space and
identity before interacting with others.

A year ago, I wouldn’t have had the
courage to speak my mind around others
in these types of situations. Then, a high
school substitute teacher’s words changed
the way I viewed people. The teacher said,

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2014

“There are friends for a lifetime, year,
month, day, or minute. Today I am your
friend for the duration of the class.”

I'm not sad anymore when people
leave. Rather, I look forward to the time
when I meet people again. However,
those people can’t become friends until I
become brave enough to treat every type
of acquaintance with attention, care and
sincerity. So I learned to just be myself. If
I'm always worried about what someone
thinks of me when I say something, then
I won'’t ever become intimate friends with
that person.

So I'm going to be who I am, and the
people who appreciate me will end up
becoming my friends. I know that like in
any relationship, whether platonic or ro-
mantic, my 100 percent is only 50 percent
of the social endeavor and I shouldn’t be
discouraged if my sincere self is not taken
well. Even when I do my best, sometimes
I don’t connect with someone else. There
have been people I've met here at MIT who
I've spoken to a few times but never again.
That’s okay though. Some people click.
Some people don’t. That’s just the way it is.

So next time you meet someone, skip
over the polite exchanges that stifle mean-
ingful conversation and take a leap of faith
by speaking your mind. Someone will
catch you.

T-SHIRTS

w4 Necessary fact of (ogfae./

Q

(4 p.m. - 5 p.m.) Negotiating Job Offers workshop (advanced reg-
istration requested via CareerBridge), sponsored by MIT Global
Education & Career Development — 1-190

(6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.) Mistakes in Science and Technology, with
speaker Richard Levins of Harvard School of Public Health —
66-144

FRIDAY

(7 p.m. - 10 p.m.) European Short Film Festival, sponsored by
MIT Hyperstudio, Comparative Media Studies/Writing, and MIT
Global Studies and Languages — 10-250

(8 p.m. — 11 p.m.) Spain@MIT Welcome Dinner — NW86

SATURDAY

(7 p.m. -9 p.m.) LSC shows Back to the Future, tickets $4 in
Lobby 16 — 26-100

SUNDAY

(3 p.m. -5 p.m.) MITHAS presents “Poetry in Motion’ an array of
Indian Dance forms — W16 (Kresge)

MONDAY

(4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.) Planets and Life Series: The Keys to Habit-
ability, Light to Life — 2-105

Send your campus events to events @tech.mit.edu.

Derek, Course 1
Kath, Course 2
Esme, Course 3
Dohyun, Course 4
Will, Course 3 Anthony, Course 14
Austin, Course 6 Maggie, Course 15
Kali, Course 7

A sampling of people you'll meet during a
typical dinner at The Tech:

Will, Course 8

Jess, Course 9

Anne, Course 17
Leon, Course 18
Jack, Course 19
Tushar, Course 20
Stephen, 21/CMS
Keith, Course 22

Marissa, Course 24

Joyce, Course 10
Vince, Course 12

Chris, Course 16

Meet your new pset support group

Che

Seyaed
Established 1881

Jjoin@tech.mit.edu
W20-483, 617-253-1541

* Deal direct...no middlemen
* Fast turnaround

* Award winning & computer literate art dept.

* Free delivery & reasonable pricing =

* Full color t-shirts and coffee mugs - no minimum!

* Locally owned & operated in Somerville, MA.

...and best of all - no boring lectures

part of R.A.W. (Rinnigade Art Works)

ph - 617-625-3335
email - infoQqgrsts.com
www.qrsts.com

serving the M.I.T. Community since 1989
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Next House grows in popularity,
MacGregor sees opposite trend

2014 numbers on summer housing lottery, FYRE are out

FYRE, from Page 1

of our events revolved around food so that we could hope-
fully facilitate communication with actual members of
Maseeh,” said Katie Gohres '17, one of Maseeh’s REX chairs.
Their biggest hit was an event in which they catered frozen
yogurt from Café 472. Over 100 students showed up, said
Gohres.

Overall, most students were
pleased with the housing selection
process. Of the 1,044 freshmen,

65 percent received their top
choice during the summer lottery.

A few other Maseeh events didn’t turn out as well,
though, due to mistakes in the reporting of event times, but
Gobhres said that next year the REX committee “hopel[s] to
be a lot more clear with each other ... and with DormCon”
concerning the scheduling of events.

The FYRE results show that Maseeh saw relatively few
people wanting to switch in or out. Eight students request-
ed to move in and only six requested transfer out. Gohres
thought Maseeh’s relatively new culture and lack of “a sol-
id set of personalities” might have contributed to this low
turnover volume during FYRE. Since the dorm is composed
of a “huge eclectic group of people,” there may have been an
overall indifference to the FYRE process, said Gohres.

The dorms that saw the largest demand during FYRE
were Burton Conner, with 34 students requesting to enter
and only 10 leaving, and Simmons, with 28 requesting to
enter and 12 leaving.

Evelyn Florentine ‘18 was one of the few able to relo-
cate to Burton Conner, and attributes her decision to enter
the lottery to four tours of Burton Conner she took during
REX. “Ireally liked the suite styles... and the fact that I'd be
around people of all ages,” said Florentine.

As in previous years, though, several dorms had more
difficulty attracting new freshmen. East Campus had 35
people attempting to leave and only five entering.

MacGregor also struggled to garner interest during both
the summer lottery and REX. “The issue [with] MacGregor is
thatit’s not particularly awe-inspiring as an overall dorm be-
cause there’s not an overarching culture,” said MacGregor’s
REX chair Elizabeth Shen '16. “MacGregor has slowly been
changing. I heard that in the past, it used to be a ghost town.
People may still kind of think that, but it’s definitely become
more vivid of a community” MacGregor’s REX events this
year, which included a carnival and a luau, were a chance to
change that image.

Overall, most students were pleased with the housing
selection process. Of the 1,044 MIT freshmen, 65 percent
received their top choice during the summer lottery, and 68
percent of those who wanted to relocate during FYRE did so
successfully.

Florentine thinks “it’s great that students have a lot of
freedom to choose where they want to live” She noted that,
for the most part, “no other college lets you do that.”

THE TECH 11

2014 FYRE: Get me out of here

Baker

Burton Conner
34

35
East Campus

MacGregor

Maseeh -
- Requested relocation

into residence

New Requested relocation
- out of residence

Next

Random

Senior

Simmons

28

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
Number of students

Source: Residential Life and Dining
INFOGRAPHIC BY JUSTINE CHENG

LIPPER LIPPER
FUND AWARDS 2013 FUND AWARDS 2014
UNITED STATES UNITED STATES

BEST OVERALL LARGE FUND COMPANY?

The Lipper Awards are based on a review
of 36 companies’ 2012 and 48 companies’
2013 risk-adjusted performance.

At TIAA-CREF we use personalized advice" to help
clients reach their long-term financial goals. We do
it in person, online and on the phone. All at no extra
charge. See what our professional advice and
award-winning performance can do for your financial
health. The sooner you act, the better.

Learn more in one click at TIAA.org
or call 855 200-7244.

OUR BEST ADVICE
TO INVESTORS?

ASK FOR ADVICE.

TIAA
CREF

Financial Services

Outcomes
ThatlMatter

1Restrictions apply. Must be enrolled in a TIAA-CREF retirement plan to be eligible. 2The Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest
average decile ranking of three years’ Consistent Return for eligible funds over the three-year period ended 11/30/12 and 11/30/13,
respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked against 36 fund companies in 2012 and 48 fund companies in 2013 with at least five equity, five
bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. Past performance does not guarantee future results. For current performance and rankings, visit
the Research and Performance section on tiaa-cref.org. TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, and Teachers Personal
Investors Services Inc. C18453A ©2014 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America— College Retirement Equities Fund
(TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY, 10017.

Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing. Go to
tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other information. Read

carefully before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market and other risk factors. Past
performance does not guarantee future results.




TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2014

THE TECH 12

Men’s soccer team earns win in season opener
Wilson's brace helps MIT record 3-0 victory over NEWMAC rivals Roger Williams

By Matthew Noonan
DAPER STAFF

For the second time this week, MIT’s
Joshua M. Wilson 18 located the back
of the net twice as the Engineers de-
feated Emerson College, 3-0, on Satur-
day, September 20 in their New England
Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference
(NEWMAC) opener at Roberts Field at
Steinbrenner Stadium. Wilson netted his
first goal from outside the box following a
feed from Chester Chambers '15 at 26:20
before depositing his second marker off a
free kick at 80:55 in the second half.

MIT concluded the match with nine
shots and held advantage in corners, five
to two. Emerson registered six shots, four
in the second half, and goalkeeper Carter
Bowers recorded three stops. Samuel G.
Cannon 15, who made his second con-
secutive start for the Engineers, turned
away a season-best five shots.

After Wilson provided the Engineers

Women'’s tennis team

with a 1-0 lead, Emerson tried to respond
with back-to-back shots by Ryan Carino
and Evan Eubanks, which were each
turned away by Cannon. MIT’s Kareem
R. Itani '17 registered the match’s next
shot — a strike at 44:30 in the Lions’ box
that provided the Engineers with a 2-0
lead at the break.

Emerson attempted to slice the deficit
four times in the second half, but three
of their shots were stopped by Cannon,
while Jeremy Leder sent a potential tally
wide left at 77:55. Wilson sealed the vic-
tory when he fired a free kick from five
yards outside the box into the lower left
corner of the Emerson goal.

Both teams return to action next
Wednesday, September 24 as MIT travels
to Tufts University, currently sixth in the
National Soccer Coaches Association of
America (NSCAA) New England region
for a 4:00 p.m. start, while Emerson trav-
els to Mount Ida College for a 7:00 p.m.
kickoff.
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keeps perfect record

with 9-0 win at home

MIT sweeps Mount Holyoke College
to improve NEWMAC season to 4-0

By Phil Hess

DAPER STAFF

Playing at home, the MIT wom-
en’s tennis team kept its win streak to
start the 2014-15 season alive Satur-
day, September 20 as the Engineers
defeated Mount Holyoke College,
9-0, in a New England Women’s and
Men’s Athletic Conference match.
It was the second straight match in
which the Engineers did not allow its
opponent to score a point.

MIT (4-0, 4-0 NEWMAC) quickly
took a 3-0 advantage in the contest,
winning all three doubles matches.
The Engineers got on the board
when its No. 2 team of Michelle M.
Dutt '15 and Sonya A. Das "18 took
an 8-2 decision over Sarah Anischik
and Amy Chen. MIT then completed
the doubles sweep when its No. 1
pairing of Elysa M. Kohrs '17 and
Victoria Tam ’16 took an 8-2 win

over Margaux Holloschutz and Ishi-
ta Tibrewal.

MIT then went on to take all of
the singles matches to complete the
sweep of the Lyons. Tam took the
first point in singles play, defeating
Anischikin a 6-0, 6-1 decision. Kohrs
then won the decisive fifth point of
the day for the Engineers, winning
her No. 1 matchup with Holloschutz
by a final score of 6-0, 6-0.

Das wrapped things up for MIT
at No. 3, scoring a 6-0, 6-3 win. Also
picking up straight sets victories for
the Engineers were Wendi J. Kong '17
at No. 4, Cindy R. Liu '18 at No. 5 and
Krystal Y. Lai '17 at No. 6.

MIT will return to action on Tues-
day, September 23 when the Engi-
neers will host Babson College in a
NEWMAC match at 4 p.m. Mount
Holyoke will also play on Tuesday,
making the trip to Smith College for
a5 p.m. match.

UPCOMING HOME EVENTS

Tuesday, September 23

Women'’s Tennis vs. Babson College

Thursday, September 25
Sailing vs. Midweek Firefly Invite
Field Hockey vs. Endicott College

4 p.m., DuPont Tennis Courts

4 p.m., Charles River
6 p.m., Briggs Field

MEGANPRAKATHE TECH
Nicholas A. Diamantoni 15 dashes past a Roger Williams University player in the sec-
ond half of the Wednesday night’s soccer match. The Engineers won 4-1, with two goals
by Joshua M. Wilson 18 and one each by Kareem R. Itani 17 and Sean D. Bingham '16.

MIT'’s field hockey team comes

out with 4-3 victory in overtime
MIT thwarts Springfield’s attempted rally from behind

By Mindy Brauer

DAPER STAFF

Siobhan K. Rigby '16 found
the back of the cage with 1:01
remaining in overtime to give
MIT a 4-3 victory over Spring-
field College in a NEWMAC
field hockey game on Saturday,
September 20. Caitlin A. Mack-
ey '15 registered one goal and
one assist for the Engineers (6-0,
1-0 NEWMAC) while Jamie Rac-
costa also paced the Pride (3-2,
0-1 NEWMAC) with one goal
and one assist.

Springfield threatened to get
on the board first courtesy of a
fastbreak by Maggie Kennedy
and Katie Gill but Gill’s attempt
on goal was turned away by ju-
nior Paige V. Kennedy '16. MIT
countered by scoring the first
goal of the game after 10:04 ex-
pired. With several players in
front of the goal, Emily Penn '18
managed to send a pass while
on the ground to the nearside
of the arc where Molly C. Mc-
Namara ‘16 flipped the ball into
the net. The Engineers then ex-
tended their lead to 2-0 at the
17:40 mark following a penalty
corner that saw Krishna L. Jaitly
’17 convert a pass from Mackey.

The Pride’s defense fought
off four penalty corners and sev-
en shots on goal during the next
10 minutes. A defensive save by
Olivia Cabral on MIT’s last bid
sparked a breakaway by Kristina
Krull who slipped the ball just
inside the near post.

Springfield carried the mo-
mentum into the second stanza
as it generated a pair of pen-
alty corners that resulted in two
shots on goal; however, it was
Mackey who gave the Engineers
some breathing room following
4:38 of action. After intercept-
ing a pass at midfield, she found
herself in a one-on-one situa-
tion with goalie Timarie Villa
and then tapped the ball in to
establish a 3-1 cushion.

Like the second
half, Springfield
had a quick start
in the overtime
session with

a shot on goal
by Quist and a
penalty corner.

Although the game became
a back-and-forth affair, MIT had
a slight edge in time of posses-
sion but the Pride took advan-
tage of the few opportunities
that materialized as it tied the
game with 5:23 left in regula-
tion. On a penalty corner, Rac-
costa set up Linnea Quist with
18:58 on clock while Raccosta
scored the equalizer following a
scramble after another penalty
corner. The Engineers mounted
one last charge but Villa turned
away three shots while Jess Law-
son recorded a defensive save.

Like the second half, Spring-
field had a quick start in the
overtime session with a shot on
goal by Quist and a penalty cor-
ner. After a penalty corner by the
Cardinal and Gray, Gill came up
with the ball and sprinted down
the middle of the field. Kennedy
came off her line to the top of
the arc where she forced Gill to
the farside and cut down her
angle, causing her shot to go
wide of the net. Villa responded
moments later by using her stick
on a diving stop to deny Mackey
the game-winner.

Following an exchange of
penalty corners, Rigby nearly
ended the affair but her attempt
glanced off the far post. The
Pride countered with a Krull
shot that was stopped by Ken-
nedy and was then awarded
a penalty corner. Krull's next
bid, which came with two min-
utes left, was once again kicked
away by Kennedy. MIT’s Tate E.
DeWeese '17 emerged with the
loose ball and initiated the fast
break thatresulted in her setting
up Rigby for the final goal of the
game.

In net, Kennedy finished
with eight saves for the Engi-
neers while Villa amassed 15
saves for the visitors.

MIT returns to action on
Thursday, Sept. 25 when it hosts
non-conference foe Endicott
College. Springfield, mean-
while, resumes play on Tues-
day, Sept. 23 with a home game
against Amherst College.
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