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Civil and Environmental to 
offer flexible degree program
Course 1 joins Mechanical, Physics, Arch., others

Breaking news 
Pulitzer: Globe
Prize for bombing coverage; 
Post, Guardian win as well

Jessica L. Wass—The Tech

Ridonkulous was one of many student groups to perform 
at the CPW Activities Midway in the Johnson Athletics Center 
this past Saturday.

Ridonkulous moves at the midway

Discipline committee 
reports spike in caseload

The number of cases brought to the Committee on 
Discipline — which includes alleged alcohol and drug 
violations, cheating, and plagiarism — jumped to 189 
in the 2012-2013 academic year.

That’s nearly the total from the previous three years 
combined, 194 cases, according to a slide show pre-
sented at the March faculty meeting.

Eight students were suspended or had their de-
grees deferred, up from two the previous year. None 
were expelled.

Professor Munther Dahleh, the committee chair, 
told the faculty that the increase resulted in a demand-
ing schedule for the COD, which met nearly every 
week.

Members of the committee suggested that the in-
crease in cases was due in part to better reporting of 
incidents.

Kevin Kraft, the director of student citizenship and 
a member of the COD, wrote in an email to The Tech 
that there was greater “awareness about the COD and 

By Deborah Chen
Senior Editor

Starting Fall 2014, the Depart-
ment of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering (Course 1) will be of-
fering a new, flexible undergradu-
ate degree program named 1-ENG. 
Current students may switch to 
the program in the fall or stay with 
their current 1-C (Civil) or 1-E (En-
vironmental) track.

Students who declare 1-ENG 
will take a set of subjects required 
by the department and design their 
own curriculum track, which in-
volves choosing an area of concen-
tration and a further sub-specialty.

Elfatih A.B. Eltahir, the asso-
ciate department head, said the 
program will offer an “unprec-
edented level” of flexibility to stu-
dents, as well as a more modular 
curriculum.

“The defining feature of 1-ENG 
is flexibility. Our motivation was 
to design the best, rigorous un-
dergraduate program that would 
suit the range of interests of our 

students and fit the diverse back-
grounds and expertise of our 
faculty.”

Course 1 will not be the first 
to offer a separate flexible degree 
program. Other such programs 
include Course 2-A in mechanical 
engineering and the Course 8 “flex-
ible option” for physics majors.

Under 1-ENG, students will 
begin by taking 54 units of “Gen-
eral Department Requirements.” 
From there, they will select one 
of three 54-to-60-unit concentra-
tions — Environment, Mechanics/
Materials, or Systems — as well as a 
48-to-60-unit further specialization 
track, which includes options such 
as Energy, Transportation, and Sus-
tainable Buildings and Cities.

In contrast, the existing 1-C 
(Civil Engineering) and 1-E (Envi-
ronmental Engineering) curricula 
require a set of 96 and 84 units of 
subjects, respectively; a fixed set of 
civil or environmental engineering 
classes; a laboratory component; 
and one restricted elective. Stu-
dents in 1-ENG will also have the 

option of taking a project-based 
senior capstone class or writing a 
thesis.

In an email, department head 
Markus J. Buehler said he antici-
pated the 1-ENG program to be 
accredited by the Accreditation 
Board of Engineering and Technol-
ogy (ABET).

The effort to create a more flexi-
ble undergraduate degree program 
began in the spring of 2013. Elta-
hir, who led the effort along with 
Buehler, said the creation of 1-ENG 
was the product of a broad faculty 
effort that included student surveys 
and focus groups to provide student 
input. The department submitted a 
proposal to the MIT Committee on 
Curricula in December 2013 and 
announced the new 1-ENG pro-
gram last week.

Details on the program can 
be found at https://cee.mit.edu/
undergraduate/1ENG-degreere-
quirements. An info session for 
freshmen will take place on Thurs-
day, April 17 from 5 to 6 p.m. in 
Room 1-131.

Gregory Izatt

These mugs bearing MIT’s logo were handed out to prefrosh leaving the 
welcome ceremony of MIT’s Campus Preview Weekend last Thursday by 
pranksters waiting outside Rockwell Cage.

As some would later discover, when the mugs are heated, “MIT” is over-
written with “Caltech,” and “The Institute of Technology” becomes “The 
HOTTER Institute of Technology.”

Thirteen Caltech students had flown to Cambridge to distribute some 
800 such mugs to high school students admitted to MIT as well as to Caltech 
alumni among MIT’s faculty and graduate student body.

Julie D. Jester, the leader of the group, said that the prefrosh were totally 
unsuspecting and seemed excited to add to their collections of free trinkets.

“We enjoy our prank rivalry between MIT and Caltech,” Jester said. “We 
wanted to rekindle that relationship.”

She said that ad-hoc groups of Caltech pranksters are funded by alumni 
donations and by sales of T-shirts from a 2005 CPW prank in the same spirit.

Another member of the group, Gregory R. Izatt, said that “CPW in par-
ticular is a really fun target,” noting how easy it is to blend in among the 
crowds.

In a tweet, MIT admissions officer Chris Peterson SM ’13 called the mugs 
“snake oil by charlatans from other coasts.”

Admissions officers had attempted to stop the prank, Izatt said, but they 
were too late.

MIT 
during 
CPW 

pages 8-9

Committee, Page 13

By Martin Finucane
The Boston Globe

The staff of The Bos-
ton Globe was awarded 
a 2014 Pulitzer Prize on 
Monday for its coverage 
of the bombings a year 
ago that killed three peo-
ple and wounded more 
than 260 others near the 
Boston Marathon finish 
line, an attack that shook 
the nation as it raised the 
specter once again of ter-
rorism on American soil.

The Globe won the 
award for breaking news 

coverage “for its exhaus-
tive and empathetic cov-
erage of the Boston Mara-
thon bombings and the 
ensuing manhunt that 
enveloped the city, using 
photography and a range 
of digital tools to capture 
the full impact of the trag-
edy,” the Pulitzer board 
said on its website.

The award for the 
Globe and its websites, 
Boston.com and Boston-
Globe.com, comes at a 
poignant time. With the 

Pulitzer, Page 13
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Tuesday, April 15, 2014

By Andrew E. Kramer and 
Andrew Higgins
The New York Times 

SLOVYANSK, Ukraine — A 
deadline set by the Ukrainian gov-
ernment for pro-Russian militants 
in the country’s east to vacate oc-
cupied buildings passed Monday 
without signs of an effort to enforce 
it.

Commandos who engaged in 
gunfights with men who had set up 
roadblocks stormed a Ukrainian 
police station in the city of Slovy-
ansk on Sunday, but there were no 
signs after the deadline passed at 9 
a.m. Monday that they had tried to 
approach again.

At least one officer was killed 
in the fighting Sunday, Ukrainian 
officials said, and several officers 
and local residents were injured. 
The Russian news media and local 
residents disputed that account, 
however, saying that the Ukrainian 
forces had been engaged in a gun-
fight at the checkpoint only briefly.

The central government in the 
Ukrainian capital, Kiev, has threat-
ened to use force in a bid to restore 

its authority in the eastern part of 
the country, a course of action that 
the Russian government has re-
peatedly warned against and that it 
discouraged again Sunday.

With tens of thousands of Rus-
sian troops massed along Ukraine’s 
eastern border near Donetsk, West-
ern leaders have worried that Mos-
cow might use unrest in the coun-
try’s mainly Russian-speaking areas 
as a pretext for invasion — even 
though the violence was initiated 
by pro-Russian forces.

At an emergency session of the 
U.N. Security Council on Sunday 
evening, the Russian ambassador, 
Vitaly I. Churkin, warned that the 
new government in Kiev intended 
to use military force against pro-
testers in the east of the country. 
Ukraine has accused gunmen of 
terrorizing the population in the 
east.

The country’s interim president, 
Oleksandr V. Turchynov, issued 
the ultimatum Sunday, saying that 
separatists should vacate occupied 
buildings by Monday morning or 
face a “large-scale anti-terrorist 
operation” that would involve the 

Ukrainian military. Ukraine backed 
away from a previous deadline of 
Friday after it offered, as a conces-
sion, to hold a referendum on re-
gional autonomy and on guaran-
teeing the status of Russian as an 
official language.

Sergei A. Taruta, the governor of 
the Donetsk region, said Monday 
that a “special operations regime” 
had begun in the province, but of-
fered no details of how the military 
or police were involved, Interfax, a 
Russian news agency, reported.

The city of Slovyansk was among 
several centers in the eastern re-
gion of Donetsk that were seized 
Saturday in coordinated raids that 
Ukrainian authorities denounced 
as Russian “aggression.”

Through Monday morning, the 
Ukrainian news media reported no 
efforts to storm occupied buildings 
in the eastern part of the country. 
No police officers or military per-
sonnel were gathered outside the 
regional administration building in 
Donetsk, which flies a Russian flag 
as well as the flag of the recently 
declared but as yet unrecognized 
People’s Republic of Donetsk.

Obama lets NSA keep some 
Internet security flaws secret

WASHINGTON — Stepping into a heated debate within the 
nation’s intelligence agencies, President Barack Obama has de-
cided that when the National Security Agency discovers major 
flaws in Internet security, it should — in most circumstances — 
reveal them to assure that they will be fixed, rather than keep 
mum so that the flaws can be used in espionage or cyberattacks, 
senior administration officials said Saturday.

But Obama carved a broad exception for “a clear national 
security or law enforcement need,” the officials said, a loophole 
that is likely to allow the NSA to continue to exploit security 
flaws both to crack encryption on the Internet and to design 
cyberweapons.

The White House has never publicly detailed Obama’s de-
cision, which he made in January as he began a three-month 
review of recommendations by a presidential advisory commit-
tee on what to do in response to recent disclosures about the 
National Security Agency.

But elements of the decision became evident Friday, when 
the White House denied that it had any prior knowledge of 
the Heartbleed bug, a newly known hole in Internet securi-
ty. The White House statement said that when such flaws are 
discovered, there is now a “bias” in the government to share 
that knowledge with computer and software manufacturers 
so a remedy can be created and distributed to industry and 
consumers.

Until now, the White House has declined to say what action 
Obama had taken on the recommendations concerning en-
cryption and cyber operations made by the president’s advisory 
committee, whose report set off a roaring debate inside the in-
telligence agencies.

Not surprisingly, officials at the NSA and at its military part-
ner, the U.S. Cyber Command, warned that giving up the capa-
bility to exploit undisclosed vulnerabilities would amount to 
“unilateral disarmament.”

—David E. Sanger, The New York Times 

Phelps plans return to 
competitive swimming

There is no Olympic design behind Michael Phelps’ come-
back, if you can call it that. At this stage, Phelps’ coach, Bob Bow-
man, would prefer that people not read too much into his return 
to competition next week at the Arena Grand Prix in Mesa, Ariz.

“It really is an exploratory thing,” he said. “Unlike our past 
training, this time, there is no grand plan.”

Phelps, 28, is scheduled to race in the 50- and 100-meter 
freestyle and the 100 butterfly. It will be his first competition 
since he won six medals, including four golds, at the 2012 Olym-
pics in London en route to becoming the most decorated Olym-
pian, with 22 medals.

In contrast to their lead-up to the past three Olympics, all 
star turns, Phelps and Bowman have not plotted a course to the 
2016 Rio de Janeiro Games, which would be Phelps’ fifth. Until 
last fall, Phelps was wading into chlorinated water only on oc-
casion, and swimming no more than 3,000 meters when he did 
to keep his weight down. 

After his record performance of eight gold medals at the 2008 
Beijing Olympics, Phelps was adamant that the 2012 Olympics 
were his swan song. He sounded content to be leaving swim-
ming behind when he announced his official retirement after 
the London Games. Phelps, who took up golf after the 2008 
Olympics, replaced one routine with another.

Phelps’ competition at the meet in Arizona, a tuneup for the 
USA Swimming summer championships in August, will include 
U.S. rival Ryan Lochte. Bowman said he had no idea what kind 
of times to expect from Phelps but added, with a laugh, “I don’t 
think he’s going to go and be terrible.”

Of one thing, Bowman seems certain. “I don’t think anything 
he does can tarnish his legacy,” he said.

—Karen Crouse, The New York Times 

By Shaena Berlin
STAFF METEorologist

After a brief glimpse 
of summer, cooler tem-
peratures return today 
and remain the rest of 
the week. Freezing rain 
tonight may turn to 
snow early tomorrow 
morning, although there 

will be little accumula-
tion. Skies will clear up 
Wednesday afternoon 
and remain mostly sun-
ny the rest of the week.

On this day in 1921, 
Silver Lake, CO received 
76 inches of snow in 24 
hours. This is the North 
American record for 
heavy snowfall.

Return of rain and 
cooler temperatures

Sanctions are eased, but Iran sees 
little relief

Militants defy Ukrainian 
site occupation deadline

Extended Forecast
Today: Warm, with afternoon rain. High of 66°F 

(19°C). Strong wind from the south with 
gusts up to 40 mph.

Tonight: Rain with potential snow showers. 
Low around 34°F (1°C). Wind changing to 
NW around 20 mph.

Tomorrow: Cloudy in the morning, then clear-
ing. Colder, with highs around 44°F (7°C) 
and low around 31°F (0°C). NW wind around 
20 mph.

Thursday: Sunny, with high around 45°F (7°C), 
low around 34°F (1°C).

Friday: Mostly sunny with high around 51°F 
(11°C).

By Rick Gladstone
The New York Times 

Halfway through a six-month 
nuclear deal between Iran and ma-
jor world powers that was meant to 
allow time to reach a comprehen-
sive agreement, the Iranians have 
seen little in the way of a boost 
from the sanctions relief they had 
been expecting, trade lawyers and 
diplomatic analysts say.

Whether Iran’s disappointment 
means that it will be more or less 
motivated to negotiate a perma-
nent deal on its disputed nuclear 
program by the July 20 deadline 
remains unclear.

“Iran has become kryptonite for 
banks and shippers and insurance 
companies,” said Farhad R. Alavi, a 
sanctions law specialist at Akrivis, 
a Washington-based international 
law firm that has fielded numer-
ous inquiries about doing business 
with Iran since the temporary ac-

cord took effect. Though the accord 
may have served as a “teaser” to 
Iran, he said in a telephone inter-
view, foreign business interest has 
remained extremely limited.

“Is a bank in Germany going 
to revamp its compliance policies 
when the law could be changed 
and reverted in six months?” he 
said. “I think what we’ve seen is 
that it’s not created that break-
through. Nobody is making that 
substantial step for increased eco-
nomic ties between Iran and the 
rest of the world.”

He said they fear running afoul 
of the complicated rules estab-
lished by the Treasury Depart-
ment’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, the government’s primary 
enforcer of economic sanctions 
against Iran. Violators run the risk 
of severe penalties, including ex-
clusion from the U.S. market.

What the Iranians and others 
are learning, Flicker said, is that “at 

the end of the day, the real ham-
mer is the U.S. financial system.”

“There’s nobody who wants to 
touch an Iranian financial transac-
tion unless they have a foursquare 
OK” from the assets control office.

The temporary accord, which 
took effect Jan. 20, froze much of 
Iran’s nuclear energy activities 
and obliged the country to reduce 
its stockpile of enriched uranium 
fuel that, with further enrichment, 
could be used to make atomic 
bombs, even though Iran insists 
that its nuclear work is for purely 
civilian purposes.

In return, the West, which 
has never trusted Iran’s claims 
of peaceful nuclear intent, eased 
some of the onerous sanctions 
imposed in recent years, includ-
ing granting access, in staggered 
amounts, to $4.2 billion of the ap-
proximately $100 billion of Ira-
nian money impounded in foreign 
banks.
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By Nick Cumming-Bruce
The New York Times 

GENEVA — Navi Pillay, the U.N. 
human rights chief, condemned the 
rampant and routine use of torture 
by the Syrian authorities, in a pa-
per released by her office Monday, 
which also records torture by some 
armed opposition groups and seri-
ous allegations of torture and ill-
treatment of children.

“Upon arrival at a detention fa-
cility, detainees are routinely beaten 
and humiliated for several hours by 
the guards in what has come to be 
known as the ‘reception party,’” the 
report states, drawing on 38 inter-
views conducted by U.N. investiga-
tors over the past eight months with 
individuals released from detention 
centers across Syria.

“Our findings confirm that 
torture is being routinely used in 
government detention facilities in 
Syria, and that torture is also used 
by some armed groups,” Pillay said. 

“In armed conflict, torture consti-
tutes a war crime. When it is used in 
a systematic or widespread manner, 
which is almost certainly the case 
in Syria, it also amounts to a crime 
against humanity.”

Among those interviewed, a 
26-year-old woman detained for 
more than two weeks described how 
security forces beat her and pulled 
out her teeth during interrogation 
sessions held every night and how, 
on one morning, she was tied up and 
raped by a security officer.

Those detained came from all 
walks of life and had described be-
ing held in abhorrent conditions in 
cells crammed with prisoners and 
without sanitation, according to the 
report.

The U.N. paper said torture by 
armed opposition groups was rare 
in the early stages of Syria’s conflict, 
which began in March 2011, but that 
as of 2013, “this phenomenon ap-
pears to be on the rise.” Investigators 
said they heard allegations that chil-

dren perceived to be pro-govern-
ment were tortured.

U.N. investigators said several 
armed opposition groups, including 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 
and the Nusra Front, had detention 
facilities in hospitals, schools and 
other public buildings in areas un-
der their control and that those most 
at risk of being held for interrogation 
included activists and people at-
tempting to document abuses.

In Syria on Monday, three jour-
nalists from Al Manar, Hezbollah’s 
television station, were killed when 
gunmen fired on their car on the out-
skirts of the ancient Christian town 
of Maaloula, the station reported.

The Syrian army seized control of 
Maaloula from rebels Monday, and 
the reporters were among the jour-
nalists present to cover the events. 
Throughout the Syrian conflict, Al 
Manar has been sympathetic to 
President Bashar Assad, framing the 
conflict as a battle against extremists 
groups and terrorists.

Tsunami warning after 
earthquake strikes near 
Solomon Islands

A strong earthquake struck offshore near the Solomon Islands 
in the Pacific Ocean on Sunday morning, causing officials to issue 
a tsunami warning for the area. There were no immediate reports 
of damage.

The tsunami warning was issued for the Solomon Islands, Papua 
New Guinea and Vanuatu, the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center said.

The U.S. Geological Survey put the earthquake’s magnitude at 7.6, 
revised downward from initial estimates of 8.3. Strong earthquakes 
are frequent in the region.

It was not initially known whether the earthquake generated a 
tsunami, the warning center said in a bulletin, adding that there ap-
peared to be no threat of a “destructive Pacific-wide tsunami” or any 
danger to islands distant from the region, such as Hawaii.

The Solomon Islands, east of Papua New Guinea, are mainly 
mountainous and covered with rain forest, and are not densely pop-
ulated; the country as a whole has about 550,000 residents. The best-
known island in the country, which has been independent since 
1976, is Guadalcanal. The earthquake was centered about 30 miles 
south of San Cristobal Island.

Earlier this month the country suffered devastating flash floods, 
causing widespread damage.

—Emma G. Fitzsimmons, The New York Times

Google buys drone maker
Google is reaching for the clouds, and not the virtual ones.
On Monday, the company said that it had purchased Titan Aero-

space, the maker of high-altitude drone satellites, which will be used 
to take photos of the Earth and to connect people to the Internet.

“Titan Aerospace and Google share a profound optimism about 
the potential for technology to improve the world,” a Google spokes-
man said in a statement. “It’s still early days, but atmospheric satel-
lites could help bring internet access to millions of people, and help 
solve other problems, including disaster relief and environmental 
damage like deforestation.”

The news was first reported by The Wall Street Journal. Terms of 
the deal were not disclosed.

While it may sound like a lofty goal, it’s one that Google shares 
with a competitor. Facebook, recently acquired Ascenta, based in 
Britain, that makes a similar type of drone. Earlier reports had said 
that Facebook was in talks to buy Titan Aerospace.

The Titan Aerospace drones are unique because they are solar-
powered and can fly for several years, according to the company’s 
website.

Drones that can fly for long periods of time without having to 
land could be used to offer constant updates of images of the Earth, 
allowing a company like Google to update the photos in its maps 
platform.

Both Google and Facebook are also competing to try to connect 
more people to the Internet that live in places that are too difficult to 
reach with traditional wires and traditional Internet solutions. While 
satellites can deliver the Internet to sparsely populated areas, the 
cost can be very high to use data connections. Drones, in compari-
son, will be able to do it at a much lower cost.

—Nick Bilton, The New York Times 

E-cigarette makers targeting 
youth, congressional report says

WASHINGTON — An investigation by Democratic members of 
Congress into the marketing practices of electronic cigarette compa-
nies has found that major producers are targeting young people by 
giving away samples at music and sporting events and running radio 
and television advertisements during youth-oriented programs.

The inquiry, led by Sen. Richard J. Durbin, D-Ill., and Rep. Henry 
A. Waxman, D-Calif., was conducted as the Food and Drug Admin-
istration prepared a major package of tobacco control rules that 
would place e-cigarettes under federal regulation for the first time.

The new rules have been slow to appear, and lawmakers said 
they hoped their report, which came out Monday, might help 
speed their release.

“It’s time for the FDA to step up and regulate these products,” 
Durbin said during a conference call with reporters. “We’ve got to 
put an end to the marketing of these products to kids.”

Public health experts are deeply divided on the perils and ben-
efits of e-cigarettes. Some say they offer the first satisfying alter-
native to smoking in generations and could greatly reduce health 
risks, while others contend they could become a gateway to tradi-
tional cigarette smoking for young people.

The report surveyed nine major producers, although only eight 
responded — Altria, R.J. Reynolds Vapor Co., NJOY, Eonsmoke, 
Logic, VMR, Lorillard and Green Smoke. Six of them said they had 
sponsored events, and eight said they had given away samples. In 
all, 348 events featured giveaways and sponsorship in 2012 and 2013, 
“many of which appeared geared toward youth,” the report said.

A spokesman for the Smoke Free Alternatives Trade Associa-
tion, the e-cigarette industry’s trade group, said, “We encourage 
responsible marketing directed to those over the age of 18,” and 
added that it “does not support, and our industry does not use, 
youth-oriented product marketing.”

The report found that Lorillard represented the largest portion 
of the giveaways and sponsorships in 2012 and 2013, providing free 
e-cigarette samples or sponsorship at 227 of the events, which in-
cluded music festivals, parties and motor sports competitions.

Robert Bannon, a spokesman for Lorillard, said in a statement 
that the company does not advertise to youths.

“We have taken many steps to limit exposure of individuals under 
age 18 to our advertising and promotional activities and to prevent 
them from purchasing our electronic cigarette products,” he said.

NJOY, an e-cigarette company that does not make traditional 
cigarettes, said it “does not market to young people.” It added in 
a statement that it “has long supported sensible regulations to en-
sure that the e-cigarette industry is operating as an important al-
ternative to tobacco cigarettes that cause the premature death of 
nearly a half million Americans every year.”

—Sabrina Tavernise, The New York Times

By Musikilu Mojeed and Dan 
Bilefsky

The New York Times 

ABUJA, Nigeria — An explosion 
caused by a suspected car bomb 
tore through a crowded bus station 
in Abuja, the Nigerian capital, on 
Monday during the morning rush 
hour, and police said at least 71 
people were killed and 124 wound-
ed in one of the most lethal attacks 
to strike the country.

President Goodluck Jonathan, 
who visited the blast scene, blamed 
Boko Haram, the homegrown Is-
lamist extremist group that has 
been attacking schools, govern-
ment sites and civilians for years.

Police said the explosion ripped 
through 16 luxury coaches and 24 
minibuses, and that the initial blast 
spurred further explosions when 
vehicle tanks caught on fire. They 
said they suspected that a bomb 
had been planted in a Volkswagen 
Golf that was driven into the station 
and then detonated.

Witnesses said they saw bod-
ies mangled beyond recognition, 
charred vehicles and strewed body 

parts that were being collected by 
emergency workers.

The blast occurred at 6:30 a.m., 
not far from the city center in a 
poor, working-class area. Local res-
idents said the bus station was only 
about a 15-minute drive from Jona-
than’s office and residence, giving 
the attack a particularly frightening 
resonance.

While the president blamed 
Boko Haram, a police spokesman, 
Frank Mba, said that no one had 
claimed immediate responsibility 
for the explosion, and that an in-
vestigation was underway. He said 
emergency workers were still col-
lecting casualty figures.

“So far, we have a total of 71 per-
sons dead and 124 others injured, 
and they are all receiving treat-
ments at various hospitals,” he said.

Susan Eual, an assistant librar-
ian at the MacArthur Foundation 
in Abuja, said by phone that the 
capital was on edge as scenes from 
the blast were shown on television.

“There are dead bodies scat-
tered everywhere, and vehicles are 
on fire,” she said. “Everybody is 
afraid and staying at home.”

She said that Boko Haram, 
which is active in the northeast of 
the country, had not struck often 
in the capital, since security was 
relatively tight compared with else-
where in the country.

But the capital has been struck 
by militant attacks in the past. At 
least 12 people were killed by car 
bombs at an Independence Day 
ceremony in Abuja in 2010. The 
bombs exploded near where the 
president and other politicians 
and diplomats were celebrating 
the country’s independence from 
Britain in 1960. A Nigerian group 
linked to discontent over poverty in 
the country’s oil-producing region 
claimed responsibility.

Less than a year later, a sui-
cide bomber detonated a vehicle 
packed with explosives outside 
the U.N. headquarters in Abuja, 
destroying several floors in a thun-
derous blast that left more than 
20 people dead. Boko Haram was 
widely blamed for the blast, stun-
ning the world and adding an in-
ternational dimension to a conflict 
that previously had been viewed as 
a domestic one.

UN rights chief condemns torture in 
Syrian War

US halts effort to collect old 
Social Security debts

Nigeria blast kills dozens as 
militants hit capital

By Annie Lowrey
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — The Social Se-
curity Administration said Monday 
that it would stop trying to collect 
taxpayers’ debts that were more than 
10 years old.

The statement came after a Wash-
ington Post article revealed that the 
Treasury had started intercepting 
the federal and state tax refunds of 
debtors’ children — even if the debts 
were decades old. The debts stem 
from overpayments by Social Secu-
rity that the agency had been trying 
to recoup even if the original recipi-
ents had died.

“I have directed an immediate 
halt to further referrals under the 
Treasury Offset Program to recover 
debts owed to the agency that are 
10 years old and older,” Carolyn W. 
Colvin, the acting commissioner of 
Social Security, said in a statement.

Colvin said the effort would stop 
until the agency completed a thor-
ough review of its “responsibility and 

discretion” to collect any debts to the 
government.

A revision to the Farm Bill passed 
in 2008 lifted the statute of limita-
tions “applicable to collection of debt 
by administrative offset.” That al-
lowed the authorities to withhold the 
tax refunds of 400,000 people who 
had relatives with debts to Social Se-
curity, The Post reported.

Some of the debts were incurred 
as long ago as the mid-20th century, 
The Post said, and the taxpayers 
whose refunds were being inter-
cepted did not know that their rela-
tives had been overpaid or owed any 
money.

The actions by the Social Secu-
rity Administration and the Treasury 
— which were made public as the 
Internal Revenue Service’s tax-filing 
deadline loomed — led to a public 
outcry, at least one lawsuit and a 
sharp response from Capitol Hill.

“Payment beneficiaries have to 
be accountable for overpayments 
from the government, but the gov-
ernment has to be reasonable and 

use common sense,” Sen. Charles E. 
Grassley, R-Iowa, said in a statement.

Grassley sent scathing letters to 
Colvin and Treasury Secretary Jacob 
J. Lew, demanding a reassessment 
of the effort to recoup the Social 
Security overpayments. Grassley 
questioned whether the federal gov-
ernment had the authority to seek 
repayment from debtors’ relatives in 
the first place. “The agency is right to 
revisit” its policy of trying to recoup 
money from people who received 
overpayments, he said. “However, it 
shouldn’t take embarrassing media 
coverage and lawsuits for this step to 
take place.”

The Social Security Administra-
tion also reached out to individu-
als whose refunds might have been 
intercepted. “If any Social Security 
or Supplemental Security Income 
beneficiary believes they have been 
incorrectly assessed with an over-
payment under this program, I en-
courage them to request an expla-
nation or seek options to resolve the 
overpayment,” Colvin said.
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Annia Pan, Editor in Chief Austin Hess, Managing Editor Judy 
Hsiang, and Opinion Editor Jacob London.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board 
members choosing to publish their disagreement with the 
editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions 
are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 
condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 

Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. Email is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by emailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.

An article in last Friday’s issue misleadingly compared fac-
ulty salaries at MIT to total compensation amounts (which in-
clude both salaries and benefits) at Columbia, Stanford, and 

Harvard, which had the top three average full professor com-
pensations this academic year. The article has been edited on-
line to only compare salaries to salaries.
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Established 1881

By Nathaniel A. Dixon

MIT has a long history of subversion. In 
previous decades, this grew out of the In-
stitute’s intense pressure-cooker culture, 
where “IHTFP” was not simply a bit of af-
fectionate ribbing, but a very real senti-
ment shared by many students. My uncle, 
who was an undergrad in the early 1970s, 
likens his arrival to MIT to being hired at a 
coal mine: “Here’s your shovel; get to work.” 
Hacking was a devious thrill, and in many 
cases, a small way for students to poke fun at 
their tormenter.

In the years since, the MIT experience 
has softened, and for the better. The Insti-
tute, increasingly aware of its legal liability 
for the health and wellbeing of its students 
and staff, has developed the friendly infra-
structure that is expected of modern univer-
sities. This includes sensible initiatives such 
as access to mental health care, better on-
campus housing, and a proper orientation 
for new students.

The Institute still loves to talk about 
hacks. Every official campus tour details the 
classics, the relics of which are proudly and 

permanently displayed in the Stata Center.
In truth though, the relationship be-

tween MIT’s administration and hackers 
has always been an uneasy one. While the 
Institute has tried to implement a hacker’s 
“code of ethics,” a cursory glance at Stata’s 
unofficial hall of fame reveals that many of 
the now-celebrated favorites were felonious, 
dangerous, or both.

I participated in my first and only hack 
shortly after my arrival as a grad student in 
2007. A few friends and I, after obtaining a 
“borrowed” master key, crudely spelled out 
“SOX” in the windows of the Green Building 
during the World Series. A few years later, 
a bank of colored LEDs showed up in my 
Green Building office window.

This new “hack” blows our mild little 

prank out of the water. Since then we’ve 
seen tetris, a full-color Red Sox logo, and the 
repeated display of a waving American flag: 
an odd and slightly jingoistic choice given 
that about 30% of MIT students are interna-
tional (and a near-majority of Green Build-
ing residents).

The lit-up Green Building is “hacking” as 
MIT wants it: institutionalized, liability-free, 
and very visible. Technologically and visu-
ally, it’s very impressive. It is also controlled 
from the top down and purely a promotional 
tool. Weeks in advance of a display, Green 
Building residents receive emails from the 
department headquarters asking them to 
plug in and check their lights. The results 
are then gleefully posted on the official MIT 
website’s “IHTFP Gallery”.

 Hacks should be safe and reasonably 
legal, but they belong to the students, not 
to the PR office. They should be subversive, 
clever, creative, and completely unsuper-
vised. It’s time for students to bring a little 
mischief back to campus.

Nathaniel A. Dixon is a graduate student 
in the Department of Earth, Atmospheric, 
and Planetary Sciences.

In truth though, the 
relationship between 
MIT’s administration 
and hackers has always 
been an uneasy one.

The corporate hack
MIT loves its hacks, at least when they can be regulated and 
corporatized
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, 
and 3 by 3 grid contains exactly one of each of the digits 

1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row 
contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1–6. Follow 

the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 13

Techdoku
Solution, page 13
30× 2−

60× 36×

5 2×

4 10× 2−

1− 4

3 2
2 7 4

5 4 9 6 1 2
8 4 3

9 5
2 4 1
6 7 5 2 8 4

6 4 2
8 6

by Jorge Cham

Somewhere on the Search for Meaning... by Letitia Li
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Saturday Stumper by Frank Longo
Solution, page 13

ACROSS
1 It’s compressed for delivery
11 Litter pickup point
15 They’re worlds apart
16 “__ pass”
17 Stretch in the Sierra Nevada
18 One might be live
19 Multi-hook fishing gear
20 Electric splitter, maybe
22 Descendants
23 WTUL’s home, informally
24 Survey
27 Execute a right or left successfully
28 One way to muse
29 Nurses’ opposite
30 Ornament under a tree
32 Lifter’s accessory
33 Coin with Harald V’s monogram
34 Teflon product
35 Weather-report abbr.
36 They develop less of a head cold
37 Manipulates unfairly
38 Subjected to cell counting
40 Refresher course
41 Plan for a peak performance
42 Bucks
43 Downton Abbey et al.
44 Stuck
48 Stoked
49 “Friendship” or “Forward”
51 Request for a green light
52 Superblocks, say

53 Common replacement part
54 Locals around Whitechapel Road

DOWN
1 Annihilates
2 “Here while __ beneath this walnut 

bough . . .”: Thoreau
3 Measure with no rhyme
4 Speeds away noisily
5 Sergeant York’s rifle
6 Used no modulation
7 Did
8 Locks up
9 __ Préludes (Liszt work)
10 Push away
11 Best Actress Oscar winner after 

Halle
12 Phrase coined by H.G. Wells in 

1914
13 Patent
14 __-mêmes (themselves: Fr.)
21 Is always beating
23 Research and development, e.g.
24 Sugar
25 Harvard Law dean, 2003-2009
26 Open gems
27 Orchestral work
29 Loser
31 Once-common stage direction
33 Nub
34 Where Twain wrote Tom Sawyer
36 2012 Comedy Central roast 

honoree
37 The Princess Bride author
39 Hardly a Cuban
40 Sister of Eos and Helios
41 Exactly
42 Determine

44 NHL’s most successful team
45 Fit to finish?
46 Rock __
47 Service starter
50 X-__ Hands (soldering aid with 

alligator clips)

[1352] Cosmologist on a Tire Swing

No matter how fast I swing, I can never travel outside this loop! Maybe space outside it doesn&#39;t exist! But I bet it does. This 
tire came from somewhere.” alt=”Cosmologist on a Tire Swing

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall 
Munroe
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MIT during 
CPW

1. Members of East Campus Second West, 
known as “Putz”, spray liquid nitrogen into 
a large bowl at their CryoFAC event on Satur-
day to make ice cream for hungry prefrosh.
2. Two people participate in sumo wrestling 
outside Theta Delta Chi at the fraternity’s out-
door carnival event on Friday.
3. Hackers once again turned the Green 
Building into a game display for CPW. In 
2011 the lights were set up to play Tetris, and 
this year, the building was lit with the popular 
game ‘2048’.
4. The MIT Logarhythms perform during 
SGBIS, the Spring Greater Boston Invita-
tional Songfest, on Friday in 10-250. SGBIS 
featured performances from 11 of MIT’s a cap-
pella groups.
5. Both musicians and audience members 
were shaking and swaying at the Battle of 
the Bands event on Saturday night in the Stu-
dent Center. 
6. Senior Lecturer Daniel Braunstein PhD 
‘97 of the Department of Mechanical Engi-
neering presents an instrument he built at the 
6th Annual Professor Talent show hosted by 
SaveTFP on Saturday.
7. Members of Chamak perform during 
Jadoo, the South Asian Culture Show, in 
Kresge on Friday evening. Hosted by MIT’s 
South Asian Association of Students, the 
show included performances from MIT and 
BU student groups. 

Melissa Renée Schumacher—The Tech

Sherry Ren—The Tech

Sherry Ren—The Tech

Landon Carter—The Tech

Landon Carter—The Tech
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Tami Forrester—The Tech

Tami Forrester—The Tech
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 By Nate Garcia

From New York’s Queensbridge Hous-
es, a teenager scripted a work of art so 

raw and compelling that twenty years 
later its stories still ring true, full of yet-
to-be-mined jewels of wisdom, studied 
religiously, and revered by the Hip-Hop 

community. 
Nasir Jones, aka Nas, son of Anne Jones 

and jazz musician Olu Dara, older brother 
to Jabari “Jungle” Jones, and friend to Willy 
“Ill Will” Graham, was first and foremost a 
member of the Queenbridge and extended 
Hip-Hop community, molded by its cul-
ture and raised on its blessings and ills.

This influence is exemplified in the 
cover artwork of his debut Illmatic (1994), 
with his translucent childhood face super-
imposed on an image of Queensbridge. 
This notion, that circumstances and com-
munity shape who we are, has been rei-
magined by artists from Notorious BIG for 
Ready to Die (1994) to Kendrick Lamar for 
Good Kid M.A.A.D City (2013). The essence 
of Illmatic was Nas baring his soul through 
exploration and discussion of his commu-
nity. To understand the one is to begin un-
derstanding the other, and both are worthy 
of attention.

As an icon, Nas stands as the guard-
ian of a craft. From the “Genesis,” Nas 
ties the project to Hip-Hop culture. Sam-
pling seminal Hip-Hop film The Wild Style 
(1983), the opening track introduces top-
ics such as coming of age, the relevance of 
radio, realness, and what it meant to rep-
resent before echoing out, “it’s Illmatic.” 
Throughout the album, these ideas are vis-
ited in vividly painted verbal landscapes. 
Nas takes on the challenge not of speaking 
for his community, but allowing his com-
munity to find voice through him. The sub-
ject matter was immediately relevant, and 
it was this connection to the community 
and culture that Nas has kept close, earn-
ing him respect that has lasted for more 
than 20 years.

Illmatic changed the game, creating 
a before-and-after divide where nothing 
was the same. “I’m taking rappers to a new 
plateau, through rap slow/My rhymin’ is a 
vitamin held without a cap-sule,” was his 
claim, and more prophetic words would 
be hard to find. Illmatic saw, for the first 
time, a group of producers come together 
to work on a single emcee’s project.

Q-tip, Pete Rock, DJ Premier, L.E.S., 
and Large Professor all joined together, 
each contributing their sound to accom-
pany Nas’s wordplay. Other emcees were 
forced to take notice and climb for the 
new plateau, as Nas’s organic mastery of 
rhyme structure, imagery, and poetic de-
vices raised the bar of what it meant to be 
a skilled emcee. Influencing every artist 
for the past twenty years, his fingerprints 
are everywhere, as he continues to set the 
model of what it means to be in the Hip-
Hop game.

Much has and still will be said about Il-
lmatic and Nas. I wrote this article not out 
of belief that my views are novel nor that 
my insights are inspired. Rather, it is born 
out of deep respect for Nasir Jones, his 
craft, and the lasting impact his art has left.

One Love

WORD IS BORN

Time is Illmatic, keep static like wool fabric
The story of Nasir Jones and Hip-Hop’s magnum opus

Courtesy of Columbia Records

Cover artwork of Nas’ critically acclaimed debut album Illmatic

By Daniel Kolodrubetz
Staff Writer

After a short walk from Andrews sta-
tion on the Red Line, you may find yourself 
thinking you are in Poland when you walk 
into the tiny room that houses Café Polo-
nia. You will be greeted warmly by a strong 
Eastern European accent and menus writ-
ten both in English and Polish. The Slavic 
comfort food delivers on authenticity as 
well as quality, making the quick trip down 
to Dorchester worth it any day of the week.

The way the dining area at Café Polonia 
is decorated evokes the spirit of a Polish 
home – including a fake fireplace that ob-
scures the kitchen area and makes the res-
taurant look like a living room. The small 
room was nearly empty and very quiet, 
though I went on a Saturday night. Though 
the wait staff was friendly and helpful 
when asked questions about the extensive 
menu, I was surprised that I once had to 
leave my table in order to ask for a refill on 
my water.

Every meal here begins with a basket of 
dense but delicious bread with a spread on 
the side called Smalec — pork lard mixed 
with onions. While too greasy for my taste, 
this starter serves its purpose, reminding 
every diner that this restaurant is unapolo-
getically Polish.

An excellent option to sample the culi-

nary range that Café Polonia has to offer is 
the Polish Plate, an assortment platter of 
hearty choices. The kielbasa are perfectly 
grilled, and the stuffed cabbage contains a 
well-flavored blend of meat and rice that 
manages to stick together with a texture 
that is not too soggy. The plate also con-
tains several pierogies, stuffed with either 
potatoes or sauerkraut and mushrooms, 
though they were blander than the other 
offerings.

The piece that held the entire dish to-
gether was Bigos, or Hunter’s Stew, a mix 
of cabbage and beef that is both sour and 

savory, making each bite in this generous 
portion surprising and delicious. This ro-
bust dish made me feel ready to stomp off 
into a dense forest in order to find a bear 
to wrestle.

The next oversized entrée I tried was the 
veal cutlet, which came with sauerkraut, 
roasted potatoes and a pickled beet salad. 
While the sauerkraut was not sour enough 

for my taste, the pickled beets were excel-
lent. The amount of vinegar and sugar was 
exactly right to complement the inherent 
flavor of the beets without masking it en-
tirely. But the highlight of the plate was the 
veal itself, which came in a fairly light bat-
ter whose peppery flavor made this cutlet 
much more than just a fried piece of meat.

The final savory option I sampled 
was also the one that impressed me the 
most. Though its name may not be the 
most politically correct, the excellence of 
the Gypsy Pancake more than made up 
for any offense taken. This combination 
of two enormous potato pancakes with 
hearty Goulash (a paprika seasoned beef 
stew) stuffed in the middle took up an en-
tire ten-inch plate and will stick to your 
ribs for several days. The pancakes were 
cooked exactly right – crispy along the 
edges without being burnt. In the center, 
they soaked up the flavorful Goulash, cre-
ating a superb mesh of contrasting tastes 
and textures.

For dessert, I tried the Szarlotka, or 
apple crisp, which my waiter assured me 
was the Best in Boston. While I can’t really 
make a judgment on that claim, it was an 
excellent dessert. Coming with a scoop of 
vanilla ice cream, the top crust was pleas-
antly crunchy, while the inner apple filling 
was not too sweet, meaning it balanced the 
ice cream extremely well.

Café Polonia is a must-visit, especially 
for anyone hailing from Eastern Europe 
who wants a taste of home. The entrée 
plates are all under $20, and each comes 
with enough food that you will either leave 
overstuffed or with enough leftovers for a 
whole second meal. Its extremely conve-
nient location right next to the Red Line 
and its friendly waitstaff are nice bonuses 
to the dining experience. This restaurant 
is doing almost everything right, and they 
will make you forget you are not eating a 
home-cooked meal.

HHHH✩

Café Polonia
611 Dorchester Avenue, 
South Boston, MA 02127

Monday – Thursday: 11 
a.m. – 9 p.m.

Friday: 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Goulash and cabbage and veal, oh my!
This authentic Polish restaurant is an excellent example of how small restaurants should 
work

As an icon, Nas stands 
as the guardian of a 
craft. From the start, 
Nas ties the project to 
Hip-Hop culture.

The highlight of the 
plate was the veal 
itself, which came in a 
fairly light batter with 
peppery flavor.

we’re seeking to build 
our forces join@tech.mit.edu
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By Roberto Perez-Franco
Staff Writer

There are known unknowns 
— that is, things that you know 
you don’t know. Back in 2003, 
Robert McNamara was for me, an 
unknown when I saw him stand-
ing awkwardly in a khaki raincoat 
on the poster for The Fog of War. 
I had at best a very vague idea of 
who he was, and I had never even 
heard of Errol Morris, the film’s 
director.

When I watched the docu-
mentary, I was blown away by 
Morris’s unique style of inter-
viewing, his masterful use of ar-
chival footage in storytelling, and 
the mesmerizing music by Philip 
Glass. Furthermore, through his 
introspection and exchange with 
Morris, I was able to empathize 
with Robert McNamara and his 
plight as a real human being cast 
as a historical figure remembered 
unfavorably for his infamous role. 
Since then, The Fog of War has be-
come my favorite documentary of 
all time.

Unlike many viewers, I 
watched The Fog of War without 
prejudice — I had the advantage 
of coming to know McNamara 
from scratch through the docu-
mentary. I had not decided be-
forehand that he was behind the 
system that sent thousands of 
American to a pointless war that 
resulted in the death of millions.

McNamara came across as a 
sincere, extraordinarily intelli-
gent man that served his country 
in a time of need the best way he 
thought possible. Seeing the for-
mer Secretary of State as a human 
being first and historical figure 
second is something I retain to 

this day. Through the documen-
tary, I developed empathy for 
McNamara, to such an extent 
that I felt a loss the day he died in 
2009.

There are also known knowns 
— that is, things you know you 
know. Long before he came with-
in the reach of Errol Morris, Don-
ald Rumsfeld was very well known 
to me. I knew his face, his smile, 
his voice. Since I use interviews 
of him discussing the Iraq War 
as examples in a doctoral-level 
lecture I teach about interview-
ing for qualitative data collec-
tion, I knew the condescending, 
passive-aggressive way in which 
he reacts to probing questions 
and contrary opinions, turning 
on his interviewer while evading 
the substance of the inquiry.

And through the study of these 
interviews, I also knew of his 
characteristic self-complacency 
and deep cynicism. He tries to 
absolve himself of any fault, re-
casting facts in a more favorable 
light, even if it means twisting re-
ality to the point of perjury.

Since I keep track — and try to 
make sense — of current events, 
I knew the role he played in the 
Bush administration’s path to war 
with Iraq. (If you don’t, read the 
CBS News article “Plans For Iraq 
Attack Began On 9/11”.) And since 
Iraq is my generation’s Vietnam, I 
thoroughly despise Rumsfeld.

A few months ago, when I 
found out that Rumsfeld had 
agreed — for reasons incompre-
hensible to me — to sit down in 
front of Errol Morris’s ominously-
named Interrotron (an inquisi-
tional machine that seems the 
offspring of a Catholic confes-
sionary and a photographer’s stu-
dio) — I was filled with childish 
joy.

Donald Rumsfeld, the Sith 
Lord of question-evasion, would 
finally meet his match in Errol 
Morris, the Jedi Master of bare-
your-soul interviewing. But my 
joy was short lived. When I start-
ed watching the documentary, 
it became clear rather early that 
Morris was not only not confront-
ing Rumsfeld on his confidently-
delivered fiction, but was allow-
ing the former Secretary of State 

to take control of the interview, to 
use it as an open microphone to 
cast himself in his own image.

“Unknown unknowns” are not 
absent from the documentary. 
“Unknown unknowns,” as Rums-
feld explains to us, are things 
we didn’t know we didn’t know. 
There are new things I learned by 
watching this film, like the fact 
that Bush Sr. at one point con-
sidered Rumsfeld as his running 
mate for the Presidency.

But there is little value in these 
trivia lessons. I did not find them 
fulfilling, and when I was done 
watching the film, I felt nothing. 
There was no confrontation of the 
man, no vindication of the truth, 
no elucidation of the facts. It took 

me two days of rumination to re-
alize the profound genius of Er-
rol Morris. The film, I understood 
later, is not about confronting 
the former Secretary of State, but 
about revealing one particular 
unknown.

“Unknown knowns,” as Rums-
feld defines them in one of his 
countless memos, are things you 
thought you knew but did not. 
Near the end of the film, Rums-
feld forgets this definition, and 
renounces it live in front of the 
camera, redefining “unknown 
knowns” instead as things you 
didn’t know you already knew.

The purpose of Morris’s docu-
mentary, reminiscent of a chess 
game by Capablanca, started to 
reveal itself to me around this 
point. For sure, this was not the 
interview I was hoping for, where 
Rumsfeld is probed about the 
fatidic decisions he took as Sec-
retary of State. Those interviews 
have already taken place, with 
no fruits — in them, Rumsfeld 
doesn’t give up one inch, display-
ing his mastery of issue-evasion 
and his word-based fact-twisting. 
Instead, the purpose of Morris’s 
documentary was to allow Rums-

feld to paint his own portrait, to 
build his own cathedral, to erect 
his own monument, using his 
own words, in as many words as 
he wanted.

In doing so, the inevitable 
result is that Rumsfeld comes 
across the way he wants, in his 
own terms, in his chosen light. 
He projects the persona he has 
constructed, and which he wants 
history to buy. But you can feel he 
secretly knows it is disingenuous. 
Even more importantly, you real-
ize you already knew he knew it 
was disingenuous.

That is the true, hidden mean-
ing of The Unknown Known. Mor-
ris anticipated that there are only 
so many lies a person can take. 
After about an hour of misdirec-
tion and cynical smiles, the view-
er is finally forced to awaken, like 
from a nightmare, to the reality of 
the farce.

You wonder, like the movie 
poster, “Why is this man smiling?” 
And then you discover that you 
already know the answer — he 
takes you for a fool. And the rea-
son Morris played along becomes 
evident — he gave Rumsfeld just 
enough rope to hang himself.

HHHHH

The Unknown 
Known
Directed by Errol 
Morris

Starring Donald 
Rumsfeld

MOVIE review

Ceci n’est pas une interview
In this brilliant documentary, Morris gives Rumsfeld free rein to reveal his true self

RADIUS-TWC

The Unknown Known is a documentary film about former U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald Rums-
feld.

But you can feel 
that Rumsfeld 
secretly knows it 
is disingenuous 
— and that you 
knew it all along.

we wear many hats at The Tech

which will you choose? 
email join@tech.mit.edu
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www.thecoop.com

Coop Student Board of Directors 

Election Update
 

The following student Coop members are candidates for the 
Board of Directors for the 2014–2015 academic year.

MIT Undergraduate Students:
Emma Kane, 2015
David McClelland, 2015
Eric Ruleman, 2016
Victoria Stivanello, 2016

MIT Graduate Students:
Laura Diamond, MBA, 2015

Harvard Undergraduate Students:
Hunter Fortney, 2015 
Monika Lutz, 2015
Irfan Mahmud, 2016
Vincent Ong, 2017
Neil Purdy, 2017
Madeleine Smith, 2016
Peter Wu, 2016

Harvard Graduate Students:
Payal Agrawal Divakaran, MBA, 2015
Oliver Hauser, PhD, 2016

Voting Deadline is 
Thursday, April 24

Skanda Koppula—The Tech

Professional gaming team Dignitas competes in an Infinite 
Crisis tournament at PAX East, a gaming conference that was 
held this past weekend at the Boston Convention Center.

PAX East gaming conference 
comes to Boston

Alexander C. Bost—The Tech

Christopher A. Puchi ’14 leads the cast in Next Act’s produc-
tion of Catch Me If You Can this past Wednesday in Next 
House’s Tastefully Furnished Lounge. The play is based on the 
life of con man Frank Abignale, Jr. whose fake identities included 
chief resident pediatrician, lawyer for the Louisiana State Attor-
ney General, and an airline pilot for Pan Am.
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Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

the Office of Student Citizenship due to outreach ef-
forts.” Still, he added, “there is no way to tell from the 
data why people are bringing cases forward.”

Another committee member, Blanche E. Stanton, 
agreed: “[W]e do not know definitively the reason for 
the increase in cases.”

Of the 189 cases, 7 alleged sexual misconduct, 51 
alleged academic misconduct, and 133 alleged “per-

sonal misconduct,” a category that includes alcohol 
violations, drug violations, and unauthorized access.

(These numbers are not comparable to counts 
published by The Tech in the past few years. Each 
“case” here involves one student, who may be accused 
of multiple violations at once, whereas previously, in-
dividual allegations were counted.)

Possible sanctions include a simple letter in the 
student’s file, probation, removal from housing, alco-
hol education, suspension, or expulsion.

� —Leon Lin

Committee, from Page 1

Solution to Sudoku
from page 5

7 3 6 2 1 5 4 9 8
9 1 2 8 7 4 3 5 6
5 8 4 3 9 6 7 1 2
8 5 7 1 6 2 9 4 3
1 6 9 4 8 3 5 2 7
2 4 3 9 5 7 6 8 1
6 7 1 5 2 9 8 3 4
3 9 8 6 4 1 2 7 5
4 2 5 7 3 8 1 6 9

Solution to Techdoku
from page 5

3 2 1 5 4
1 5 4 3 2
5 4 3 2 1
4 3 2 1 5
2 1 5 4 3

Solution to Crossword
from page 6

one-year anniversary of the bomb-
ings today, and the 118th running of 
the race scheduled for this upcom-
ing Monday, the region is in the 
midst of remembrances of the trag-
edy and, at the same time, vowing 
to move resolutely forward from it.

“There’s nobody in this room 
that wanted to cover this story. And 
each and every one of us hopes 
that nothing like it ever happens 
again on our watch,” editor Brian 
McGrory told the staff in the news-
room this afternoon before asking 
for a moment of silence for the 
victims.

Globe photographers John Tlu-
macki and David L. Ryan were final-
ists in the breaking news photogra-
phy category for their coverage of 
the bombings. Columnist Kevin 
Cullen was a finalist for commen-
tary for columns that captured the 
“spirit of a city,” especially after the 
bombings, the board said.

“Our job was to bear witness to 
the tragedy,” Jennifer Peter, senior 
deputy managing editor for local 
news, told the staff.

Editorial writer Dante Ramos 
was also a finalist for editorials 
urging Boston to become a “more 
modern, around-the-clock city,” the 
board said.

It was the Globe’s seventh Pulit-
zer Prize in 12 years and the news-
paper’s 23rd overall. It was the pa-
per’s first Pulitzer for breaking news 
coverage.

The Pulitzers, administered by 
Columbia University, are the most 
prestigious awards in journalism.

Other awardees announced to-
day included the Washington Post 
and The Guardian, who received 
the award in the public service cat-
egory service for stories about US 
government surveillance that were 
based on documents leaked by Ed-
ward Snowden; Chris Hamby of The 
Center for Public Integrity for inves-
tigative reporting; David Philipps 
of the Gazette of Colorado Springs, 
Colo., for national reporting; Jason 
Szep and Andrew R.C. Marshall of 
Reuters for international reporting; 
and Will Hobson and Michael La-
Forgia of the Tampa Bay Times for 
local reporting.

Tyler Hicks of The New York 
Times won for breaking news pho-
tography and Josh Haner of The 
New York Times won for feature 
photography.

An Emerson College professor, 
Megan Marshall, won the Pulitzer 
Prize for biography for “Margaret 
Fuller: A New American Life,” which 
tells the story of Fuller, a 19th-cen-
tury author, critic, and feminist, in 
the Transcendentalist movement.

The Marathon bombings hap-
pened just before 3 p.m. on April 
15, 2013. Two homemade pressure 
cooker bombs exploded in a crowd 
gathered to cheer on finishers at an 
event that is a rite of spring in Mas-
sachusetts and a magnet for thou-
sands of racers, from amateur to 
elite, from around the world.

Krystle Campbell, 29, of Arling-
ton; Martin Richard, 8, of Dorches-
ter; and Lingzi Lu, 23, a Chinese 
graduate student at Boston Univer-
sity, were killed in the blast. Other 
blast victims suffered grievous inju-
ries, including lost limbs, but they 
were saved by bystanders and first 
responders who rushed forward, 
without a thought for their own 
safety.

While the region reeled from the 
attacks, a massive manhunt ensued 
for the people responsible.

That manhunt culminated sev-
eral days later in a wild, violent 
finale. After authorities released 
their pictures, the suspects, Tamer-
lan Tsarnaev, 26, and his younger 
brother, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, then 
19, allegedly murdered MIT Police 
Officer Sean Collier on the night of 
April 18, then engaged in a shoot-
out with police in the nearby town 
of Watertown in the early hours of 
April 19. Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 26, 
died after being shot by police and 
run over by his own brother.

Dzhokhar Tsarnaev initially 
eluded the legions of police who 
swarmed to the area as Gov. Deval 
Patrick, in an unprecedented step, 
urged residents of Boston, Water-
town and other nearby areas to stay 
indoors and “shelter in place.” But 
Tsarnaev was ultimately captured 
later in the day, hiding in a boat 
stored in a Watertown back yard, 
bringing a measure of relief to a 
region stunned by the attacks. He 
is now in federal custody, awaiting 
trial. Prosecutors are seeking the 
death penalty.

People in the Boston area and 
beyond rallied together after the at-
tacks, expressing grief and sympa-
thy, and supporting the bombing 
victims. “Boston Strong” became a 
much-used phrase, bespeaking the 
region’s resilience in the face of the 
bombings. Tens of millions of dol-
lars were raised to aid the bombing 
victims. In a visit to Boston several 
days after the bombings, President 
Obama said America supported the 
people of the city, telling residents, 
“Every one of us stands with you.”

At the same time, the bomb-
ings have also raised questions 
about how the Tsarnaevs became 
radicalized — and sparked inves-
tigations into whether authorities 
could have somehow prevented 
the attacks.

NSA reporting wins 
Pulitzer for 2 papers
Revelations seen as public service

Can you beat this drawing?

Join Illustrators at The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Pulitzer, from Page 1

This space donated by The Tech
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Events � Apr. 15 – Apr. 21 
Tuesday
(2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.) Managing Careers in Organiza-

tions, sponsored by Organizational Economics — E62-
650

(4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) Syrian Refugees in Jordan and 
Lebanon: Current and Looming Problems, sponsored 
by the Center for International Studies and Inter-Uni-
versity Committee on International Migration — E51-
095

Wednesday
(11 a.m. – 12 p.m.) Books & Beasts: Parchment Identifi-

cation from Animal Protein Analysis, sponsored by MIT 
Libraries — 14N-132

(12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.) America and the World in the 
Age of Obama, with speaker Fred Kaplan of Slate 
Magazine — E40-496

Thursday
(5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.) Starr Forum: Junk Food and the 

Modern Mind, sponsored by the Center for Interna-
tional Studies — 66-110

(6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.) TalkBack360: What Happened in 
Ukraine? — N51 (MIT Museum)

Friday
(12 p.m. – 1 p.m.) MIT CTL Distinguished Speakers 

Series: Boston Bikes, On a Roll, with speaker Nicole 
Freedman, Director of Bicycle Programs, City of Bos-
ton — W20-306

(1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.) “Time to React: The Efficiency of 
International Organizations in Crisis Reponse,” a book 
talk with author Heidi Kardt — E40-496

Saturday
(10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.) Eastgate Animal Show, spon-

sored by Eastgate Community Association, GSC Activi-
ties, and GSC Family Subcommittee — E55-PH

(9:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.) Easter Party, sponsored by the 
GSC Funding Board and the Tech Catholic Community 
— W11 Main Dining Room and Small Dining Room

Sunday
(2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.) Bulgarian Easter Celebration, 

sponsored by the GSC Funding Board — NW35, rain 
location NW30

Monday
(7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) MIT Ballroom Dance Workshops: 

West Coast Swing, free for MIT students, $3 for other 
students and affiliates, $5 for general public — W20, 
La Sala or Lobdell

Send your campus events to events@tech.
mit.edu.

Punting sexual assault response
Getting support from S^3 was harder than expected

By Anonymous

“MIT stands with survivors of 
sexual assault.” How many times 
have I heard that in the last year? 
Too many to count. Every time I 
hear it or read it, I feel the physical-
ized anxiety that I carry inside me 
from my past abusive relationship 
rise to the surface. My hands be-
gin to sweat, the lump in my throat 
swells, and one time I threw up in a 
bathroom in my dorm.

This may seem strange — after 
all, I should be happy the Institute 
is standing behind people who are 
raped, harassed, abused, and/or 
stalked.

Perhaps it is because I know it to 
be untrue, at least in the recent past, 
from experience.

You see, this past summer I went 
to Student Support Services (S^3) 
to inquire about getting academic 
accommodations. My ex-boyfriend 
had been repeatedly sexually as-
saulting me and harassing me, and 
had once escalated to physical vio-
lence. A kiss with a fist, shall we say. 
I thought my trouble would be over 
when we broke up.

But I was wrong.
I wrote my advisor an email say-

ing I had recently been sexually 
assaulted. I wanted to know that I 
could get academic accommoda-
tions if I found I needed them be-
cause many rape victims get PTSD 
or other health complications. I 
thought this would be easy. Title IX 
and the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of 
Campus Security Policy and Cam-
pus Crime Statistics Act ensured me 
that I would not have a weird bat-
tle with the administration like so 

many of my friends at other schools 
had.

Nevertheless, I was slightly ner-
vous that it wasn’t going to be easy 
— those laws supposedly protected 
my friends as well but, to our hor-
ror, didn’t seem to have any effect. 
So when my advisor suggested I go 
to S^3, I asked him to come along.

I am glad I did. It was a pretty 
strange meeting. For whatever rea-
son, the phrase “sexual assault” 
seemed to terrify the dean, so rath-
er than using it he used the euphe-
misms “these matters” and “these 
issues.” I guess he thought that if 
he didn’t use the phrase “sexual 
assault” he felt he wouldn’t be ob-
ligated to offer me a room change 
nor academic accommodations as 
he is legally required to do. Instead 
he offered me advice: “Just so you 
know, I can’t keep your confidenti-
ality, I could get subpoenaed,” and 
“You should go to the VPR.”

However, rather than saying it 
once, he said it over and over. He 
told me he was going to call several 
offices on my behalf, including the 
VPR staff members who I was very 
clearly not comfortable going to 
see. My advisor spoke up, trying to 
get the dean to leave me alone and 
stop badgering me, but he didn’t 
drop the subject.

Two days later, I got a call from 
a number I didn’t know. I was be-
ing informed by the same dean 
that it was a “conflict of interest” 
for me to be speaking to my advi-
sor about “these matters” and that 
I was henceforth forbidden from 
discussing them with him. When 
I asked why, asking, “Are there 
mandatory reporting laws?” he re-
sponded, “Well, yes, but more than 
that, we think that it is a conflict of 
interest to have the person who is 
advising you on your classes know 
about this. We think you should go 
to the VPR for these issues. We will 
be contacting [advisor] and letting 
him know the same.”

I didn’t want to go to the VPR; it 
was being shoved down my throat. 
I wanted to speak to my advisor, 
which shouldn’t have been such a 
problem. A survivor has the right 
to seek support or not seek support 

from anyone they/she/he chooses 
and the school cannot legally pre-
vent a student-survivor from speak-
ing to a mandatory reporter, if that 
is what they, she or he desires. There 
is no “right way” to heal, despite the 
dean telling me, “In my experience 
there are ups and downs with this 
kind of thing and it is best to have 
pre-established contact with the 
VPR.”

At this point, I turned to the only 
way I had left to take some kind of 
control of my life: becoming a sur-
vivor-activist with survivor-activist 
friends. I discuss rape culture and 
the abuse I had suffered both at the 
hands of the my ex boyfriend and 
at the hands of the school. I study 
harder than I ever have, laughing at 
those who don’t expect great things 
from me.

I help my friends with their proj-
ects and articles and poured my 
heart and soul into becoming the 
hard-faced woman who stands be-
fore you somewhere in these halls, 
among many other such hard-
faced people. It became my pas-
sion to prove that in spite of what 
was at best negligence by those I 
should have been able to trust, I 
could stand on my own even as the 
waves crashed over me, physically 
and emotionally. That MIT sup-
ports sexual assault survivors is, at 
least in my case, a lie, but I learned 
something more powerful — other 
survivors stand with survivors of 
sexual violence.

Happy, sad, anxious, healing, 
everything and nothing, sexual as-
sault awareness month.

This account is anonymous to 
protect the identity of the author.

At this point, I 
turned to the only 
way I had left to 
take some kind 
of control of my 
life: becoming a 
survivor-activist. 

It was a pretty 
strange meeting. 
For whatever 
reason, the phrase 
“sexual assault” 
seemed to terrify 
the dean.

Susie: Hey Ethan! 

Susie: Cool, but what if I 
don’t know that much yet?

Susie: I’m looking for a job on 
campus. Do you have any ideas? I like 
programming and computers.

Ethan: What’s up?

Ethan: You should join the 
technology department at 
The Tech! We pay $14/hr.

Ethan: You get to learn 
valuable job skills too!

Ethan: We’ve got people who can 
help you out. 

Ethan: E-mail join@tech.mit.edu 
and we’ll send you more info! 
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Honorable Mention Team. Hsu and 
Kim were both named on the Sport 
Pistol Honorable Mention Team.

In addition the achievements 
of the students, the coaches were 
honored with the Outstanding Ser-
vice Award to Collegiate Shooting 
Sports award and received a stand-
ing ovation for their dedication to 
the team. Volunteer coaches since 
2009, Stephan Goldstein, Brooks 
Lyman, Yakov Ostrovsky, Herald Su-
lahian, and Doug White truly go the 
extra mile to help the team improve 
in any way possible.

Kim says “They aren’t only our 
coaches, but our friends as well.” 
Recent graduates and members 
of the team Wen Chyan ‘13 and 
Joyce Chen ’12 commented that 
“As shooters who were with the 
team during the transition from a 
varsity team into a club sport, we 
can say from firsthand experience 
that without all of the volunteers, 
alumni, and [Pistol and Rifle Club] 
that stepped up after loss of our 
coach and funding, the pistol team 
would have lost continuity and 
fallen apart. Specifically, we hope 
that all team members join us in 
recognizing that none of this would 
be possible without the help of our 
day-to-day volunteers over the past 
few years. I believe that the [award] 
is well deserved, and in my opinion, 
should have been awarded to these 
outstanding individuals well before 
this year.”

The coaches and more experi-
enced team members play a big role 
in transforming MIT students, many 

of whom have no previous shooting 
experience, into nationally-com-
petitive athletes.

All team members and coaches 
are proud of this year’s results and 
accomplishments. Although Hsu, 
Kim, and Chen are graduating, 
they are still training the under-
classmen to maintain the competi-
tive strength of the team. Chen will 
continue to help the team next year 
as she completes her MEng. Fran-
cisco J. Garcia ’17 and William G. 
Wong ’17 got the opportunity to 
travel with the team to Nationals 
and have 3 years of potential ahead 
of them.

Last weekend, the students shot 
the last match of the year against 
alumni of the team, all of whom 
exemplify the fact that shooting is 
“a lifetime sport.” Students enjoyed 
hearing stories of past teams, and 
shooting alongside their more ex-
perienced counterparts, some of 
whom, like Goldstein, had been na-
tional champions in their own right, 
as well as members of the US team. 
For the second time in team history, 
the students were victorious against 
the alumni, and for the first time, 
they were victorious in both courses 
of fire.

MIT ISN - Army Labs
Student Summer Internship Program

 
 
Earn up to $2864/month this summer! 

Join the MIT ISN-ARMY Labs Summer Intern Research Program *  
 

Program Summary: MIT undergraduate students conduct scientific and 
engineering research at Army Science and Technology Centers under the direction of 
Army Scientists, from June to August.  The Army host and the student determine the 
exact starting and finishing dates. Most areas of science and engineering are of 
interest.  The Army Lab host determines the project content and subject matter.  
Projects can be basic or applied research, or both and do not need to be related to 
the ISN mission or to nanotechnology 

Professional Benefits 
    • Gain valuable research experience 
    • Build new professional relationships 
    • Access world-class research facilities 
    • Contribute to a team that is providing new, life-saving technologies 
 
If you would like to learn more about this program, please consider registering at the 

website: 
 

https://isn.mit.edu/internship/index.php 

If you have questions about this program or experience difficulty using the website, please 
contact Marlisha McDaniels, via email: mmcd@mit.edu or at the ISN Headquarters, NE47-
4thFl. 617.324.4700. 

 
 
The ISN The mission of the MIT Institute for Soldier Nanotechnologies is to help the Army 
dramatically enhance Soldier protection and survivability through basic research on nanotechnology 
and in collaboration with Army and industry partners to transition promising results of that basic 
research into practical capabilities.  
 
*The Army Lab provides the intern's salary, which typically ranges from $2280/month to 
$2864/month depending on class year. Under certain circumstances the ISN can provide the 
intern with a supplement of up to $1500 to defray costs of local accommodations and travel.  

Pistol team earns 
honors at Nationals 
Pistol team coaches earn honors 
for their contributions to the sport
Pistol, from Page 16

The coaches play a 
big role in turning 
MIT students 
into nationally 
competitive pistol 
athletes.
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ABSTRACT:  What effect does language have 
on people, and what effect do people have on 
language? These are Major Questions that science 
has been tackling for many years. But as a field,  
I think natural language processing and computa-
tional linguistics have much to contribute to the 
conversation, and I hope to encourage the commu-
nity to further address these issues. To this end, I’ll  
describe two efforts I’ve been involved in. 

The first project provides evidence that in group 
discussions, power differentials between participants are subtly revealed by how much one individual 
immediately echoes the linguistic style of the person they are responding to. We consider multiple 
types of power: status differences (which are relatively static), and dependence (a more ‘’situational’’ 
relationship). Using a precise probabilistic formulation of the notion of linguistic coordination, we 
study how conversational behavior can reveal power relationships in two very different settings:  
discussions among Wikipedians and arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Our second project is motivated by the question of what information achieves widespread public 
awareness. We consider whether, and how, the way in which the information is phrased — the choice 
of words and sentence structure — can affect this process. We introduce an experimental paradigm 
that seeks to separate contextual from language effects, using movie quotes as our test case. We find 
that there are significant differences between memorable and non-memorable quotes in several key 
dimensions, even after controlling for situational and contextual factors. 

Joint work with Justin Cheng, Cristian Danescu-Niculescu-Mizil, Jon Kleinberg, and Bo Pang.

For additional information go to:
https://calendar.csail.mit.edu/events/127534

W E D N E S DAY,

APRIL 16TH,  2014
Refreshments at 3:45 PM

4:00  to 5:00 PM

Building 32-G449, 32 Vassar Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts

 D I S T I N G U I S H E D  L E C T U R E  S E R I E S

Human Language Technology 

This CSAIL SEMINAR SERIES, organized in cooperation with the Siri team at Apple, invites leading researchers in HLT to give lectures that introduce the fundamentals of spoken  
language systems, assess the current state of the art, outline challenges, and speculate on how they can be met. Lectures occur 2-3 times per semester and should be accessible  
to undergraduates with some technical background.

Language as Influence(d)
Power and Memorability

S PE AK E R :

Lillian Lee
CORNELL UNIVERSITY

H O S T S :

JIM GLASS and VICTOR ZUE 
MIT CSAIL

By Jennifer Hsu, 
Francisco Garcia and 

Steve Goldstein

Team Representatives

As the season comes to a 
close, the MIT Pistol Team has 

finished with a 
strong perfor-
mance at the 
National Rifle 
Association Col-
legiate Nation-
als. The scoring 

members of the MIT women’s 
team (Jennifer Y. Hsu ’14, Kris-
tine N. Kim ’14, and Jackie 
Wu ’16) put in an outstanding 
performance to take home the 
NRA Collegiate National title, 
placing first in Women’s Air 
Pistol and third in Women’s 
Sport Pistol. This is the first 
time the team has taken the 
gold in aggregate since 2007, 
where the then-varsity team 
won the open championship.

This year’s national cham-
pionships were held March 11-
13 at Fort Benning, Georgia. 
MIT students shot with fierce 
competition against several of 
the military academies and ci-
vilian schools including West 
Point, Navy, Coast Guard, and 
Ohio State. MIT was one of 
the few schools who qualified 
teams to compete in all five 
different events, testing their 
ability to shoot different types 
of pistols in a variety of timed 
and slow fire events.

In the first event at Nation-
als, the Women’s Air Pistol, 
MIT placed first with a team 
aggregate of 1080, nine points 
ahead of second place. Wu 
(361) led the team, followed 

closely by Hsu (360) and Kim 
(359). In this event, competi-
tors fire 40 shots in 75 min-
utes, to earn a maximum score 
of 400. Targets are placed ten 
meters from the shooter.

Wu was the only individual 
qualifier for this event from 
MIT, and she finished strong 
in fifth place over all. Hsu and 
Kim both shot well enough in 
the match to make the finals, 
but because they had not 
qualified as individual com-
petitors in Sectionals (a match 
held earlier in the year), they 
were ineligible to compete 
individually.

In the second event, Free 
Pistol, MIT had four competi-
tors: Wu, Kim, Nicholas W. 
Fine ’16, and Thuan D. Doan 
’15. The event consists of 60 
shots from .22 caliber pistols 
in two hours for a maximum 
of 600 points. In addition to 
being on the scoring team, 
Fine and Wu both qualified 
individually. Wu had the high-
est score on the MIT team 
with a score of 462.

In Standard Pistol, the 
third event, MIT had six indi-
viduals qualify and compete: 
Hsu, Kim, Wu, Fine, team 
captain Yin F. Chen ’14, and 
Rebekah J. Cha ’16. This event 
sees competitors firing 20 
shots in each of three courses 
of fire: precision fire, timed 
fire, and rapid fire. Cha, who 
has only been shooting on 
the team one year, had scored 
524, the highest score of the 
Engineers, and placed ninth 
overall. The team fared even 
better, placing a solid sixth.

The following event, Wom-
en’s Sport Pistol, turned out 

to be a nail-biter, as the team 
match was very closely con-
tested. Sport pistol consists 
of 60 .22 caliber shots — 30 
shots in precision fire and 30 
shots in rapid fire. A score of 
1589 landed the MIT Women’s 
Sport team in third place, only 
one point behind the Ohio 
State and West Point teams 
who tied for first and second. 
Wu and Hsu qualified for the 
finals in sixth and eighth re-
spectively, finishing in sev-
enth and eighth overall.

Though all three MIT 
shooters (in typical MIT fash-
ion) stewed over a few points 
they could have picked up 
here or there, the strong air 
performance meant that the 
MIT women amassed 2669 
points, securing MIT’s overall 
first place. Wu was also able to 
secure third place in individu-
al Women’s Aggregate.

In the last and final event, 
Open Air Pistol, Fine led the 
Engineers with a score of 541 
out of 600, and Hsu, Kim, 
and Wu tied with a score of 
533. Although all shooters 
performed well, their scores 
were not sufficient to earn any 
medals.

In the following awards 
banquet, three MIT students 
were also named All-Ameri-
cans. This honor is considered 
to be the pinnacle of athletic 
achievement as it requires 
consistent and exemplary 
performance throughout the 
season. Wu earned a place on 
the All-American Sport Pistol 
First Team, Standard Pistol 
Second Team, and Air Pistol 

By Kristian Fennessy
team representative

MIT Gymnastics Club gymnasts 
won national medals and landed its 

place in U.S. gymnas-
tics history at the 2014 
National Association of 
Intercollegiate Gymnas-
tics Clubs (NAIGC) Na-
tionals in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. Almost 1,000 

athletes across 76 collegiate gymnas-
tics club programs and hundreds of 
fans packed the Chattanooga Conven-
tion Center April 2–5 for the largest 
NAIGC championships in the organi-
zation’s 25-year history.

The MIT women’s team hit routines 
in preliminaries, setting up Lindsay 
M. Sanneman ’14 to shine. Sanneman 
put her aerospace engineering degree 
to work in the All-Around Women’s Fi-
nals competition. Sanneman flipped 
two high-flying Yurchenko layout 
vaults in a row and performed her sig-
nature double-back tuck salto on floor 
exercise. While she had one fall on the 
uneven bars, she orbited back to near-
flawless beam routine to bring home 
four medals, including second place 
on balance beam and floor exercise, 
fourth place on the vault, and fifth in 

the All-Around from a field of more 
than 470 competitors.

Six gymnasts on the MIT Men’s 
team got their first taste of national 
competition in the men’s preliminary 
session. There was never a silent mo-
ment as the dozens of college club 
teams competing shouted school 
battle cries, each one trying to drown 
out the others. But it was 2 MIT gym-
nasts, William L. White ’17 and Ju-
lia C. Sharpe ’09, who secured spots 
in Saturday afternoon’s Men’s All-
Around Finals by taking second and 
third places on Thursday afternoon’s 
All-Around session, respectively. The 
Men’s All-Around combines all six 
event scores — floor exercise, pommel 
horse, still rings, vault, parallel bars, 
and high bar.

In a historic moment for NAIGC 
and the U.S. gymnastics community, 
Sharpe became the first woman — 
presumably, ever in U.S. gymnastics 
history — to qualify and compete in 
a national Men’s All-Around Finals 
competition. Sharpe also won high 
bar in the preliminary session and 
placed tenth in the High Bar Finals 
competition where she received a 
standing ovation from a crowd of over 
1,000 athletes and guests at Saturday 
evening’s awards banquet.

Upcoming Home Events
Tuesday, April 15

Baseball vs. WPI� 3:30 p.m., Briggs Field

Wednesday, April 16

Baseball vs. Worcester State University� 3:30 p.m., Briggs Field

Thursday, April 17

Sailing vs. Midweek Tech Invitational� 4 p.m., Harold W. Pierce Boathouse

MIT pistol team wins big
Women’s team claims the gold in aggregate

Alumna makes history
Gymnastics club wins national medals

Pistol, Page 15




