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An East Campus resident operates the tilt-a-whirl ride at East Campus’ Sunday-night courtyard party. Attrac-
tions included a “frosh wash', fourstory fort, a swing set, a rotating rock wall, and a dance floor.

News recap: key summer stories

Abelson’s Swartz report, dorm security changes, and more

As you settle onto campus, you may wonder what  gation into the Swartz case.

PAC formed; PTAC
report is available

First 8-member ‘Presidential
Advisory Cabinet ' is created

By Anne Cai
EDITOR IN CHIEF

In July, the Presidential Transition Advisory Cabinet (PTAC)
released its public report with recommendations for MIT pres-
ident L. Rafael Reif. Formed in July 2012 and operating since
August 2012, the PTAC centered its recommendations around
three themes — “The MIT Educational Experience,” “Commu-
nity — Places, Resources, People” and “Support and Engage-
ment,” and “The Residential Campus of the 21st Century.” With
the release of the report, the Graduate Student Council (GSC)
and Undergraduate Association (UA) began soliciting appli-
cations for a new Institute Committee, the Presidential Advi-
sory Cabinet (PAC), of four undergraduate and four graduate
representatives.

This first PAC consists of graduate students Maria A. Ber-
ezina G, Aalap S. Dighe G, and Jason J. Gonzales G, and under-
graduate students Thomas D. Alcorn '14, Caitlin A. Mackey '15,
and Elise M. Myers '14, with GSC president Caleb J. Waugh G
and UA president Sidhanth P. Rao '14 serving ex officio. Mem-
bers were selected through the GSC nominations board and
UA nominations committee, and will serve for one-year terms,
beginning on July 1 of each year. The cabinet will serve the MIT
president in a “purely advisory capacity on various issues iden-

PTAC, Page 11

Man struck by MBTA Red Line —
third death this summer

changes happened over the summer. Here’s a sum-
mary of some of the topics The Tech has covered to get
you up to speed.

Swartz report released

On July 30, MIT released its highly anticipated re-
port on the Institute’s involvement in the federal pros-
ecution of the late Internet activist Aaron Swartz. The
report found that the Institute maintained “neutral-
ity” during Swartz’s prosecution, but missed a chance
to show “leadership” in the two years before his sui-
cide in January.

The report came six months after MIT president
L. Rafael Reif asked computer science professor Hal
Abelson PhD '73 to conduct an independent investi-

Following Swartz’s death, MIT came under fire
from commentators who saw MIT as party to an un-
fairly aggressive government prosecution. Swartz had
been charged with 13 felony counts after downloading
millions of JSTOR articles to a laptop secretly hooked
up to anetwork switch in a Building 16 basement clos-
et. At one point, his actions prompted JSTOR to cut off
MIT’s access to its content for three days.

The report found that MIT did not purposefully
“call in the feds,” made no public statements for or
against the government’s prosecution, sought no
punishment for Swartz, and responded similarly, for
the most part, to requests from the prosecution and

Summer recap, Page 12

Service on the Red Line was
suspended for much of Satur-
day morning after a 30-year-old
Asian man was struck and killed
at Broadway station. The Bos-
ton Herald reported that he was
struck by an inbound train at
about 8:30 a.m. His death is still
under investigation by the transit
police.

This is the third death on the
Red Line this summer. On the
morning of July 6, a male in his
30s was struck by the train at

Davis Square, halting service un-
til mid-afternoon. He was pro-
nounced dead when he arrived
at the hospital. In an unrelated
incident, an 80-year-old woman
was struck by a train at Kendall/
MIT station on the afternoon of
July 21. The Boston Globe reported
that the woman “did not fall, nor
was she pushed” onto the tracks.
Service was significantly delayed
for about an hour as a result of the
incident.

—Stan Gill

IN SHORT i

Online Registration is now open! Input and confirm
your choice of classes and meet with your advisor anytime
between now and Friday, Sept. 6 to avoid a late fee.

FYRE Applications are open until Wednesday at 2 a.m.
for freshmen wishing to switch living groups. Enter
the lottery at https://odysseyhms-web.mit.edu/hmswebstu- v =
dent/. Results will be available on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

' LT Gloucester Builders, Inc :

i
o

Genoral Contracting and
Building Renovation

Charles 213
Phone: (617 241-551

Taking an Advanced Standing Exam for freshman
classes? Here are the dates for the next four: 18.02 and
8.01, Today, 8-11 am. Chemistry, Wednesday 8-11 am;
Biology, Friday 8-11 a.m.

www.gloucesterbuilders. cor

The freshmen orientation swim test is this Thursday
at the Z Center pool. Time slots are every hour from 1-4
pm. Check your orientation materials for your assigned
time slot. Be sure to bring your MIT ID!

PE Registration opens Wednesday at 8 a.m. Visit mitpe.
com to register. Wake up early to ensure you get the class
that you want!

Send news information and tips to news@tech.mit.edu.

LaVerde’s Market undergoes renovations during orientation for the second year in a row.
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JOIN THE TECH!

Love writing? Web or
print layout and design?
Creating interactive
visuals? Photography?
More? There's a place
for you at The Tech!

PASSING OF KENNETH STEVENS

EECS professor emeritus, 89, died on
Aug. 19. NEWS, p. 9

HISTORIAN MAIER DIES AT 75

MIT faculty since 1978, Pauline Maier
died on Aug. 12. NEWS, p. 10

EAST VS. WEST:
WATER WAR 2013

campus engage in the
annual battle.

*J PHOTO, p. 7

The East and West sides of
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dilemma — the travails Campus Life ... .. 8

of living in a dorm.
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Treasury warns Congress over
raising debt ceiling

WASHINGTON — Unless Congress raises the debt ceiling,
the Treasury Department said Monday that it expected to lose
the ability to pay all of the government'’s bills in mid-October.

That means a recalcitrant Congress will face two major bud-
get deadlines only two weeks apart, since the stopgap “con-
tinuing resolution” that finances the federal government runs
out at the end of September.

Members of Congress are sharply divided over what to in-
clude in measures financing the government and raising the
debt ceiling.

Some Republican lawmakers have said they want to see
an increase in the debt limit paired with other measures to
decrease the deficit. “We’re not going to raise the debt ceil-
ing without real cuts in spending,” Speaker John A. Boehner of
Ohio told reporters last month.

Republicans have also floated the idea of insisting on delay-
ing parts of the Affordable Care Act as part of any deal.

—Annie Lowrey, The New York Times

Israeli raid on Palestinian
camp turns deadly

QALANDIA, West Bank — Israeli security forces shot and
killed three Palestinian men Monday when violent clashes
broke out during a raid on a refugee camp that lies between
Jerusalem and the West Bank city of Ramallah, according to
witnesses and the Israeli military.

The raid was the deadliest episode in the West Bank in
months and came less than a week after a Palestinian man was
killed in the Jenin refugee camp in the northern West Bank
when troops on a similar mission encountered violent protests.

The Israeli military said that its troops were in the Qalandia
camp to back up security forces seeking to arrest a resident
described by the military as a “terror operative.” Hundreds of
residents threw rocks, firebombs, iron bars and other items at
the security forces, including from rooftops, and soldiers were
called in to aid them.

The military later said an investigation indicated that camp
residents had also fired at the soldiers and that the forces felt
their lives were in danger, a standard that then allows the use
of lethal force.

—Isabel Kershner, The New York Times

Official denies inquiry into
Egyptian activists

CAIRO — A spokesman for Egypt’s Foreign Ministry on
Monday denied reports in the state news media over the week-
end about an investigation into two prominent activists, Asmaa
Mahfouz and Esraa Abdel Fattah, who are sometimes associ-
ated with the left-leaning April 6 group.

The reports, which were noted in an article on Saturday in
The New York Times, attracted attention as evidence that the
government installed last month by Gen. Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi
was widening its crackdown on dissent beyond the Islamist
supporters of former President Mohammed Morsi.

The reports indicated that the government was reviving old
accusations against the activists about working on behalf of
foreign powers to stir unrest in Egypt. Both activists are known
in Western capitals for their work around the revolt that ousted
President Hosni Mubarak, so reports of the investigation com-
plicated the new government’s efforts to win international rec-
ognition. But the reports of an investigation of Abdel Fattah
was especially noteworthy because she has been an outspoken
supporter of Sissi’s ouster of Morsi.

A spokesman for the public prosecutor told journalists last
week that his office had referred the accusations against the
two to a special security service for investigation.

—David D. Kirkpatrick, The New York Times
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Confident Syria used
chemicals, US mulls action

By Scott Shane
and Ben Hubbard
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Moving a
step closer to possible U.S. military
action in Syria, a senior Obama ad-
ministration official said Sunday
that there was “very little doubt”
that President Bashar Assad’s
military forces had used chemical
weapons against civilians last week
and that a Syrian promise to allow
U.N. inspectors access to the site
was “too late to be credible”.

The official, in a written state-
ment, said that “based on the re-
ported number of victims, report-
ed symptoms of those who were
killed or injured, witness accounts
and other facts gathered by open
sources, the U.S. intelligence com-
munity, and international partners,
there is very little doubt at this
point that a chemical weapon was
used by the Syrian regime against
civilians in this incident.”

The statement, released Sunday
morning on the condition that the
official not be named, reflected a
tougher tone after President Barack

Obama’s meeting at the White
House on Saturday with his na-
tional security team, during which
advisers discussed options for mili-
tary action.

While administration officials
emphasized that Obama had not
decided to take action, they said
he was determined not to be drawn
into a protracted debate over gain-
ingaccess for the U.N. investigators,
because of doubts that they could
now produce credible findings.

Officials say that a list of pos-
sible targets for a military strike
has been circulating in the White
House since late last week. The
list, which the Pentagon originally
prepared months ago for Obama,
includes both chemical-weapons
sites and broader military and gov-
ernment targets, depending on the
type of action the president orders.
If strikes are carried out, the targets
would probably be hit by cruise
missiles fired from Navy ships.

The president, who warned a
year ago that the use of chemical
weapons by Syrian government
forces would be a “red line’, has
faced criticism from congressional

Republicans and others for fail-
ing to respond more forcefully to
evidence of earlier, smaller-scale
chemical attacks. Obama, who in-
herited two costly wars — in Iraq
and Afghanistan — has been ex-
tremely reluctant to commit U.S.
military forces, even in the form of
missile strikes, to another tangled
conflict in the Middle East.

But on Sunday, the White House
seemed to take a harder line, dis-
missing the Syrian promise of pos-
sible access by U.N. inspectors.

Obama spoke Sunday with the
French president, Francois Hol-
lande, and the White House said
they had expressed “grave concern”
about the reported Syrian chemical
attack and “discussed possible re-
sponses by the international com-
munity” Obama spoke Saturday to
the British prime minister, David
Cameron.

Those discussions, officials said,
were meant to gauge whether Brit-
ain and France are on the same
page as the United States, given
that they could be part of a coali-
tion carrying out strikes against
Syria.

Greece on track for more aid,
German official says

By Jack Ewing
and Alison Smale
THE NEW YORK TIMES

BERLIN — With Greece and
its continuing debt crisis an issue
ahead of Germany’s national elec-
tion next month, the highest-rank-
ing German in the European Cen-
tral Bank said Monday that Athens
could be eligible for additional aid
and debt relief next year if it con-
tinued to fulfill promises made for
assistance it is already receiving.

“The Eurogroup will support
Greece for the lifetime of the cur-
rent program, and beyond’, said
Jorg Asmussen, a member of the
central bank’s policymaking exec-
utive board, referring to the group
of eurozone finance ministers.

Asmussen took care to note in
an interview here that he was not
signaling a new attitude toward
Greece by its eurozone benefac-
tors. “There is no change of policy,’

he said, explaining that eurozone
leaders already decided in No-
vember they would re-examine
Greece’s needs early in 2014.

But his comments fed into a
debate set off last week when As-
mussen’s former boss, Wolfgang
Schiduble, the German finance
minister, put Greece back on the
public agenda, saying that more
aid was certain, rather than merely
very likely. Asmussen was a top
aide to Schéuble before joining the
European Central Bank in 2011.

Asmussen declined to com-
ment on whether Schduble had
discussed his remarks ahead
of time with Chancellor Angela
Merkel. Her party, the Christian
Democratic Union, has made what
many Germans see as her deft
management of the euro crisis a
focus of her push for re-election.

Hermann Grohe, general secre-
tary of the party and a main archi-
tect of Merkel’s campaign, tried to

suggest Monday that the chancel-
lor and her finance minister, who
have a reasonably close if some-
times contrary partnership, had
discussed the issue before Schéu-
ble spoke out. Grohe indicated that
the purpose was to acknowledge
that Greece might need more mon-
ey, but to make clear that investors
holding Greek debt would not be
asked to take losses as a way to
ease the burden carried by Athens.

“It was necessary to show a
clear ‘No’ to a haircut,” Grohe told
reporters, referring to a partial
write-off of Greek debt.

Political commentators have
asserted that Schiuble, who is 70
and the longest-serving political
veteran in Merkel’s Cabinet, acted
on his own last week — partly to
avoid exposing the party to ac-
cusations after the elections that
it had somehow deceived voters
about the need for more aid for
Greece.

Several chances for
showers amid sunshine

By Vince Agard

STAFF METEOROLOGIST

likely times for precipitation
will be this morning, Wednes-
day night, and Thursday after-
noon, although there may be a
slight chance of showers out-
side of these times as well.

The weather pattern is ex-
pected to settle down in time
for the holiday weekend, how-
ever. A high pressure system
will move in from the north-
west, creating sunny and calm
conditions similar to those ex-
perienced at the Institute this
past weekend.

A series of disturbances will
move across southern New
England this week, creating an
unstable weather pattern for
the week of Orientation. Peri-
ods of sunshine and warmth
will be punctuated by show-
ers and thunderstorms. While
no particular day is expected
to be rain-out, the chance for
occasional showers will persist
through Thursday. The most

Extended Forecast

Today: A chance of morning showers, then partly sunny,
high 78°F (26°C). Winds E at 8-12 mph.

Tonight: Partly cloudy with a chance of showers, low 65°F
(18°C). Winds E at 8-12 mph

Tomorrow: Partly sunny with a chance of afternoon show-
ers or thunderstorms, high 79°F (26°C).

Tuesday: Partly sunny with a chance of showers or thunder-
storms, highs around 80°F (27°C).

Friday: Mostly sunny with highs around 80°F (27°C).
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Iran’s pick for nuclear talks
carries hope of eased tensions

By Thomas Erdbrink

THE NEW YORK TIMES

TEHRAN, Iran — Until this
summer, Mohammad Javad Zarif,
one of Iran’s most accomplished
diplomats, was an outcast, exiled
from the government by ultracon-
servatives for working too closely
with the West. Rather than present-
ing the Iranian case to the world, as
he had done so effectively through-
out a 35-year diplomatic career,
he was spending his days teaching
at the Foreign Ministry’s training
center on a quiet, leafy campus in
North Tehran.

That changed with the election
of the moderate president, Hasan
Rouhani, in June. Now, Zarif is
the country’s new foreign minis-

ter and seems virtually certain to
lead Iran?s delegation in nuclear
negotiations with the West — fur-
ther indications, analysts say, that
Rouhani is serious about reducing
tensions with the United States and
other Western countries.

“Mr. Zarif is the new face of a
new policy,” said Davoud Herm-
idas-Bavand, a professor of in-
ternational relations at Allameh
Tabatabaei University in Tehran,
who knows Zarif personally. “Our
former foreign policy obviously
did not yield any results and was
clearly doomed. We need to revise
our former methods and soften our
stances in order to find a solution
to the nuclear problem and reduce
the sanctions.”

Previous

negotiations  over

Iran’s nuclear program have bro-
ken down on the West’s insistence
that the country’s government first
stop enriching uranium, which
world powers suspect is a first step
to developing nuclear weapons.
The Iranians have maintained just
as steadfastly that they have the
right to enrich uranium for fuel to
power reactors and other peaceful
uses. Now, this diplomatic logjam
may be giving way, analysts say.

“We can be sure that Mr. Zarif
— if he gets to handle the nuclear
issue — will quickly and officially
propose ideas such as Iran end-
ing enrichment up to 20 percent
as a compromise,” said Francois
Nicoullaud, a former French am-
bassador to Tehran who often met
with Zarif.

Under Obama, little progress on
high-level jobs for women

By Annie Lowrey
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Behind the
roiling conversation over whether
President Barack Obama might make
Janet L. Yellen the first female leader
of the Federal Reserve is an uncom-
fortable reality for the White House:
the administration has named no
more women to high-level executive
branch posts than the Clinton ad-
ministration did almost two decades
ago.
The White House has taken steps
to even its gender balance in recent

Council

for the Arts

at MIT

months with high-profile nomina-
tions like Samantha Power as am-
bassador to the United Nations and
Susan E. Rice as national security
adviser. But by most measures of
gender diversity, including the pro-
portion of women at Cabinet level,
the executive branch looks little dif-
ferent from 20 years ago, even as the
House of Representatives, the Senate
and corporate America have placed
significantly more women in senior
roles.

“There’s room for improvement,
and we've seen some missed op-
portunities,” said Debbie Walsh, the

director for the Center for American
Women and Politics at Rutgers Uni-
versity. “We're all watching the Fed to
see what will happen there”

Obama is choosing from a small
pool of candidates for the Federal Re-
serve position — probably the most
important economic appointment
he will make in his second term. The
finalists include Yellen, the Fed’s cur-
rent vice chairwoman and a former
Clinton administration official. The
favored candidate among several top
Obama aides is Lawrence H. Sum-
mers, the former Treasury secretary
and Obama economic adviser.
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Romance adds to intrigue at an
ex-Chinese leader’s trial

JINAN, China — Concluding a trial that has riveted China, Bo
Xilai, the former elite Communist Party official, attacked elements
of the prosecution’s case Monday and said his former top deputy
and his wife, both of whom provided evidence against him, had a
passionate relationship with each other.

Bo said the charges of bribery, embezzlement and abuse of
power against him were deeply flawed because they depended
on evidence from his wife, Gu Kailai, and his former top deputy,
Wang Lijun, who he suggested were themselves involved with the
abuses Bo was accused of committing — and with each other.

Wang and Gu “were stuck together as if by glue,” he said in his
closing comments.

Bo’s final testimony added to the soap opera-like twists in a
trial that provided an unusual showcase of how China manages
its legal system. Bo, 64, who was stripped of his membership in
China’s ruling Politburo last year, is nearly certain to be found
guilty.

But he was given considerable leeway to defend himself in ex-
tended and colorful testimony, according to transcripts of the trial
that were circulated by the court and that appeared widely in state
media.

—Edward Wong, The New York Times

Fresh charges for famed thief of
period silver

ATLANTA — Even before a thief carefully removed a window-
pane from a mansion here one rainy June night and slipped away
with a 1734 silver mug that had belonged to George II, it was clear
to detectives that a meticulous thief with a singular obsession was
stealing the great silver pieces of the Old South.

For months, exquisite sterling silver collections had been disap-
pearing, taken in the dead of night from historic homes in Charles-
ton, SC, and the wealthy enclaves of Belle Meade, Tenn. Nothing
else was touched.

The police in different states did not at first connect the thefts,
some of which initially went unnoticed even by the owners. But as
the burglaries piled up, a retired New Jersey detective watching re-
ports on the Internet recognized a familiar pattern.

He called an Atlanta detective and said, “Let me explain how
your burglaries occurred.”

Early Monday, outside an apartment building in the tiny north-
ern Florida town of Hilliard, the police arrested Blane Nordahl, the
man they believe is connected not only to the recent Southern sil-
ver burglaries but also to 30 years’ worth of antique silver thefts in
several states.

He was charged with burglaries in Atlanta and will most likely
face charges in other states.

—Kim Severson, The New York Times

All currently registered MIT students,
faculty, and staff are eligible to apply

arts.mit.edu/participate/grants/
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A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,

SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

PILED HIGHER AND
DEEPER

e
by Jorge Cham

[1255] Columbus
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EVERYONE SAID THE WORLD
WAS FLAT BUT COLUMBUS

KNEW IT WAS ROUND.

07

#SIGHx*
NO, NO, NO,

L

.

S0 HE TOOK HIS SHIPS AND
SAILED WEST—

—IN A UNE TANGENT To
THE SURFACE. THE SEA
FELL AWAY, AND HE
LANDED IN ALNOR.

osT

A SILMARIL ON HIS BROL,
HE WANDERS THE HEAVENS
AS THE MORNING STAR, STilL
BEUEVING HE REACHED INDIA.

STOP MAKING STUFF ue)
You FIRST.
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‘'spue BulApun Ajsnoinaid syl 01Ul PeINPOJIUI XOd||eLUS SBM SNYL puy m

IDEAS

JORGE CHAM © 2013

Where my best ideas usuvally come from

51 1001 Arabian Nights characters
53 Inadvisable activity

54 Source of low-fat meat

55 Crowd-surfing venue

57 Joey's mom, or any kid's

58 Cheated

34 "Sweet"” symbol of the South

35 Parting-word facilitator

36 Zuppa Inglese cousin

37 Surveyor's measurements

38 City northwest of Marseilles

41 Distinguished Flying Cross
recipient of ‘32

STTNG N DONG THE WALKING TALKING TO TAKING A Joe Wo ok
MY OFFICE  DiSHES  TO LUNCH  SOMEONE  glOWER  ™ies AT i
WWW.PHDCOMICS.COM
Saturday Stumper oy Anna stigs
Solution, page 9
1 |12 |3 |4 |5 (6 |7 |8 9 |10 |11 |12 |13 {14

ACROSS 60 Less than once
1 Consumer advocate 62 Having missed the boat 15 16
9 Brewers once worked there 63 Sound investment
15 Highly ambitious 64 Declined, as crafts 17 18
16 Servicing convenience 65 Wrong
17 Orchestrate 19 20 21 29
18 Captured, in a way DOWN
19_ low 1 Exercises 23 24 25 26
20 Language that gave us 2 Name on six Vare Trophies

“boondocks” 3 Random scrap 27 28 29
22 Part of Georgia Tech regalia 4 Frat letter
23 Purveyor of tees, wedges and 5 Track _T 32 33

bags 6 Day follower
25 Repeated design 7 Its state seal has a covered 35 136 |37 38 39
26 Cut down wagon and steamer
27 Peace Nobelist before Mother 8 Takes turns 20 41 a2

Teresa 9 Detached
29 Pocket 10 Marathon
30 Yellowish-red 11 What may be found between 43 44 45 46
31 Day's two doz. two dogs
33 Say when 12 Talent scout'’s rave S0 51 52 53
35 Post 13 Disjoined =
39 Had a blowout 14 Betrayed apprehension 4 55 56 57
40 A satellite dish’s size is often 21 About a kilogram of mixer

compared to it 24 AToy Is Born subject 58 59 60 61
42 Hot __ 26 Alert status 62 63
43 Shakespeare's tree rescuee 28 Provisional
44 Jobs innovation 30 Trivial pursuit 64 G5
46 Just My Size sister brand 32 One use for bread
50 Succeeded, with “off”

45 Eggbeater
47 Hourly sight at an outdoor

48 Whom Tolkien once called “High

49They're taken on long drives

Coventry clock

Elves”

51 Partitioned, in a way

52 Starting-date preceder

b5 “A __ trifle consoles us”: Pascal
56 Web sites, at times

59 Shaver

61 It's felt for some pointers

NN
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Somewhere on the Search for Meaning... vy Letitia Li

[Gr'e.e'rings, I am the

programming

assistant! as infinite as the infinite corridor! vl, v2, etc and maybe you'll get on Jeopardy!

It looks like you're writing an What's with all these descriptive variable
infinite loop! But maybe it'll only be names? Work on your memory by naming them

{ Tip of the day: A
Variety is the spice of
lifel It's best to use

as many programming

b | languages as possible
) hin your project!

Don't make your
program so efficient!
You won't have time

| to go on the internet
& O | while it runs!

What are you doing providing
good documentation?!? The
L. |next developer is going to be
b "\ | so disappointed about not
having a puzzle to solvel

Sudoku

f M 8 ( : Solution, page 8

SKTURDAY MORNING BREAWFPST CEREAL 6
By ZACH WEINE«R

8
[3087] 5 4|1 9|6 8|3
3

—

HEY BoesY!’
YoU WANNA READ TWIS

BATMAN com\Cc?

78 6|2 1(5|3
9|7 6

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

THIS WAS JUST A
AYCTURE oF EATMAN
NEXT 7o A SPEECH

WRATSEr AROIND
A NINE -HUNODRED
PAGE CALCULUS
TeXTBo0kK /

Techdoku

Solution, page 8

96x% 3x b= 6
6 5 1 | 7T 2
WOULD YOU SAY v« Twhs A | |b—m—---------
LOCAL MAXIMUM OF TRICKERY? 30x 30x 5 12x
well To FIND
TUAT OUT YOU'D TUST RN |- —— T -
TAKE THE DERWATWE :
AND SET |t EQLAL To-
DAMMIT F W/’f """"" 60 : &+ | 1
MM 7. x ]
6x E ----------------------------- 3

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of
each of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.
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1. West Campus forces rally behind their sporting handmade signs and a variety of
wooden duck as they rush the forces from water-flinging devices.

the East. 4. A West Campus resident rallies morale
2. An East Campus resident announces their from other participants running and wav-
arrival by blowing a vuvuzela. ing a flag.

3. Forces from the East arrive en masse 5.The war wages fiercely as both sides rush
shortly before the beginning of the war, forward and begin throwing water in earnest.

PHOTOS BY JESSICA L. WASS AND BRUNO B. E. FAVIERO—THE TECH
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Of toothpaste, and the arc of the moral universe

How a theft in Senior House altered my worldview

By Leon Lin
STAFF WRITER

Sometime in June, a discovery in Senior
House threw me briefly into a personal
crisis. Someone had used my toothpaste.

The thief had not only squeezed the
toothpaste from the middle of the tube,
but had also managed to smear it all over
the outside of the opening.

I finished brushing my teeth, went
back to my room, fished out my Sharpie,
and wrote a kind note saying that an un-
welcome mixture of water and toothpaste
had been observed trapped underneath
the cap. The note also advised residents to
use their own toothpaste, if possible.

At the end of the note, I included a sad
face. (This part required some fiddling
with the eccentricity of the oval face in or-
der to make it as endearing as possible.)
I left the second draft of the note by my
toothpaste in my little cubby shelf in the
bathroom.

I found later that week that the entire
tube of toothpaste had been stolen.

In the next 48 hours, I missed sev-
eral chances to buy another tube, which
was good news for certain populations
of streptococci, staphylococci, and
lactobacilli.

The episode left a bad taste in my
mouth.

I was trapped in my own living quar-
ters among people I could not trust. I eyed

them suspiciously as we walked past each
other in the hallway. For the first time in
my life, I kept my toothpaste in my own
room. And though I was too lazy to keep
the shampoo in my room as well, I did
check that its position in the cubby was
unchanged whenever I was about to use it.

| had a growing sense
that the toothpaste
incident, alas, was
not related to the
subject of a seminal
treatise by any
eminent philosopher
or economist.

And suddenly I felt It within me. I was
going to Do Something About It.

Suddenly I knew what it was to march,
what it was to burn a draft card, what it was
to see the Berlin Wall fall, what it was to
Occupy something. Suddenly I was one of
We Few, We Happy Few — suddenly I was
lifted up by the spirit of Seneca Falls, Sel-
ma, and Stonewall; the spirit of the Arab
Spring, indeed, of humanity, with all its
suffering and with all of its triumphs; the
spirit of Flower Power and Pocahontas.

A full orchestra and a throng of French
people with British accents materialized
behind me and did the refrain to “Do You
Hear the People Sing?”

I didn’t get any sympathy from my
friends, let alone persuade any of them to
enlist.

Why in the world would you keep your
stuff in a common bathroom? Yeah, I
don’t know anyone who does that. I have
a caddy that I keep all my stuff in. It’s so
convenient! Yep, I have my own fridge for
the same reason.

Seeking to convey the Importance of
my experience, and to sound sophisticat-
ed, I declared that it was an example of the
tragedy of the commons. I mean, the pris-
oner’s dilemma. Oh wait, that’s not right
either. Is it the free rider problem? I looked
that up on Wikipedia, just to make sure. I
tried to interpret the definition as broadly
as possible, but I couldn’t even convince
myself that my toothpaste woes were a
case of the free rider problem.

I had a growing sense that the tooth-
paste incident, alas, was not related to the
subject of a seminal treatise by any emi-
nent philosopher or economist. Nor were
there deep parallels between it and some
major historical event permanently em-
bedded in the fabric of a people.

You left your toothpaste out, and it
was stolen, a friend explained. Just like
the cheesecake, three quarts of ice cream,
20 bags of Sun Chips, two frozen dinners,

Solutioﬁll nfga ;I;e6chdoku Soluti?r?m’g% eS6udoku Solutlor:r%?ég:?sswo:d EVENTS
W|AT|CH|D AILIEA|S|T
6 3 7|4 2 8]1 9 5| |[iinaHurrRYMLoANER| | TUESDAY
23 21119161115 54017 ofo o of |ENcguicnllongans
6/5/4/3|/1(2|||918l653|724 SN YO [Mc U s
2(1/6 5[3 4] |[e7aree sz e M
TIAT|I NBR|E/VIE|LIED
3(2|1/6 4|5 195862347 ZLZEA:“L"ESQI% WEDNESDAY
2815 la503] | 12522133y Himag et
329|785[41 6||gyistienBMrresrass| | THURSDAY

wd Necessary fact of (ogfde

* Deal direct...no middlemen

* Fast turnaround

[

)

* Award winning & computer literate art dept.

* Free delivery & reasonable pricing ™

* Full color t-shirts and coffee mugs - no minimum!
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...and best of all - no boring lectures

S

part of R.A.W. (Rinnigade Art Works)

ph - 617-625-3335
email - info@Qqrsts.com
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servina the M.L.T. Communitv since 1989

FRIDAY

Main Dining Room

Lobby 16)— 26-100

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

(12:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.) Japanese Tea Ceremony Lessons ($10 MIT
community, $5 students) — W4 Green Living Room

(5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.) McKinsey & Company Info Session: MIT
Happy Hour (RSVP online) — 50 Muddy Charles

(2:00 p.m. — 3:30 p.m.) MIT spouses & partners stroller tour of MIT,
snacks afterward — Kendall outbound T

(10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) Gelfand Centennial Conference: A View of
21st Century Mathematics — 34-101

(7:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.) Community Shabbat Dinner at Hillel —\W11
(8:00 p.m. — 10:30 p.m.) LSC shows Zero Dark Thirty (free tickets in
(9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) Westgate Fall 2013 yard sale — W85 lawn

(2:00 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.) The Musical Theatre Guild presents AVENUE
Q —W16-035 (Kresge Little Theatre)

(8:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m.) Ashdown House Dessert Night: Interna-
tional Dessert Sampling — NW35-Hulsizer Room

Send your campus events to events@tech.mit.edu.

pudding, multiple bottles of dish soap, bi-
cycle, bathroom lamp cover, frozen pizza,
hotdogs, corndogs, and meatballs that
showed up when I searched “sh-sum-
mer-13 stolen” in my email.

I guess the toothpaste made some
sense.

Later, while showering, nothing was
coming out of my inverted container of
body wash, so I figured it was again time
to add more water. But then I noticed that
someone else had left their container of
body wash in the shower — the same kind
of body wash, in fact. I picked it up. It was
nearly full.

This was the moment. Character is
what you do when no one’s looking, and
all that. Who am I, and what do I stand for?

Well, what I stood for was something
like five minutes. Five minutes just star-
ing at the bottle, with the water streaming
down, turning the shower into a steam
room. Finally I made up my mind. I, Leon
Lin, am a weak-willed hypocrite. I clum-
sily popped the cap open.

There was a gooey clear substance,
which may or may not have been body
wash, smeared all over the outside of the
opening. I dropped the bottle.

Whatever. The arc of the moral uni-
verse is long — like, really long. Don’t even
bother. The proper reaction to anything is
“Meh” “Psshhhh.” You will graduate and
get a job and marry and retire and die.

Carry on.

AUG. 27 - SEPT. 02
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Kenneth Stevens, EECS professor emeritus, 89, dies
Proposed the quantal theory of speech, earning him the National Medal of Science

By Larry Hardesty
MIT NEWS OFFICE

Kenneth N. Stevens ScD 52, the
Clarence J. LeBel Professor Emeri-
tus of Electrical Engineering and
Computer Science at MIT, whose
pioneering work at the intersec-
tion of engineering and linguistics
helped earn him the National Med-
al of Science, died Aug. 19 in Clack-
amas, Ore., from complications of
Alzheimer’s disease. He was 89.

Born in Toronto on March 23,
1924, to British-born parents, Ste-
vens lived there until 1948, earning
both bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in engineering physics from
the University of Toronto. Having
lost an eye to cancer when he was
four years old, Stevens was in-
eligible for military service during
World War II, but after completing
his master’s, he stayed at the uni-
versity for three more years, teach-
ing returning soldiers under the
Veterans Rehabilitation Act, the
Canadian equivalent of the G.I. Bill.
One of these students was his older
brother, Pete.

In 1948, Stevens came to MIT as
a doctoral student in electrical en-
gineering. He would spend the next
59 years at the Institute, joining the
faculty in 1954 and retiring, in 2007,
at age 83.

In an oral history recorded for
the American Institute of Physics,
Stevens recalled that, when he was
finishing his master’s, “control the-
ory was a big thing, so I did a mas-
ter’s thesis on what we called servo-
mechanisms” He expected that he
might continue that work at MIT.

But, as it happened, MIT profes-
sor of communications engineer-
ing Leo Beranek — also one of the
founders of BBN Technologies, a
research and development organi-
zation that is now a subsidiary of
Raytheon Co. — needed a teaching
assistant for a class on acoustics.
“Beranek noticed that in my vita, I
had once taken a course in acous-
tics, so he got in touch with me and
asked if I would be a teaching assis-
tant,” Stevens recalled. “So my tran-

sition to acoustics was very much
by chance.”

Originator of the ‘quantal
theory of speech’

That chance transition launched
him on a career that culminated in
his winning of the National Medal
of Science in 1999. Stevens is best
known for his “quantal theory of
speech,” which explored why —
despite the apparent diversity of
sounds across different languages
— human speech actually exploits
only a small fraction of the sounds
that the vocal tract can produce.

In 1952, while Stevens was com-
pleting his doctorate, the MIT lin-
guist Morris Halle, together with
colleagues Gunnar Fant and Ro-
man Jakobson, proposed that all
human speech sounds could be de-
scribed as combinations of 20-odd
“distinctive features,” such as the
placement of the tip of the tongue,
the shape of the tongue, whether
the glottis (voice box) was opened
or closed, the shape of the lips, and
so on.

Stevens, who collaborated close-
ly with all three men, observed that
these distinctive features seemed to
describe configurations of the vocal
tract’s “articulators” — such as the
tongue, glottis and lips — in which
small deviations had little effect on
the sounds produced. This is by no
means true of all configurations: In
most cases, small deviations would
actually yield large sonic differenc-
es. But, Stevens argued, language
users would naturally converge
on the more stable configurations,
which would lead to greater consis-
tency in sound production.

Quantal theory was not, howev-
er, just a theory of speech produc-
tion; it was also a theory of speech
recognition. If humans had a lim-
ited repertory of sounds that they
could produce reliably, then the
auditory system may very well have
evolved to key in on them. Stevens
spent much of his career indefatiga-
bly investigating the implications of
quantal theory, both experimental-
ly and through mathematical mod-
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eling, frequently in collaboration
with Halle and, later, with Samuel
Jay Keyser, another MIT linguist.

A draw for graduate students

Along the way, he advised more
than 60 graduate students — in-
cluding four after his retirement,
when he and his second wife, Sha-
ron Manuel, moved to Oregon.

“When I was looking for a place
to get my doctorate, all I knew was
that I wanted to study with Ken
Stevens,” says Victor Zue, the Delta
Electronics Professor of Electrical
Engineering and Computer Science
at MIT. “I didn’t come to MIT and
then find Ken Stevens. I wanted to
study with Ken, and OK, he’s at MIT,
so I guess that’s where I will apply.”

“I always remember Ken as an
1ncred1bly tolerant advisor,” Zue
adds. “He always allowed people
the latitude to explore areas that
weren’t central to his own inter-
ests” As Dennis Klatt — who devel-
oped the speech synthesizer used
by Stephen Hawking, among many
others, as a researcher in Stevens’
group — once put it, “As a leader,
Ken is known for his devotion to
students and his miraculous ability
to run a busy laboratory while ap-
pearing to manage by a principle of
benevolent anarchy.”

Joseph Perkell — who took a
summer job in Stevens’ group in
1964, returned as a PhD student in
1969, and remained with the group
as a research scientist until his own
retirement last year — recalls a par-
ticularly telling instance of Stevens’
devotion his to students. When he
began working with Stevens, Perkell
was a dental student at Harvard
University, and, he recalls, “I did
some work that Ken thought would
make a good research monograph.”
After completing his dental degree,
however, Perkell went on active

duty for two years as a dental officer
in the Army.

“While I was in the Army, Ken
took the work that I had done and
put it together and wrote it up and
submitted it to MIT Press — with
just my name on it,” Perkell recalls.
“So my first publication was a hard-
bound research monograph, and I
was the sole author, even though he
was the one who pulled the writing
together. That’s the kind of person
he was.”

Stevens spent

59 years at the
Institute, joining
the faculty in 1954.

Beyond MIT, alove of the
outdoors

Stevens married his first wife,
Phyllis, in 1957; together they had
four children, two of whom went on
to careers in the sciences. Stevens’
son Michael, a research physicist
at the Naval Research Laboratory
in Washington, recalls that, outside
the lab and the classroom, Stevens
loved the outdoors — skiing, hiking,
camping and canoeing.

Michael Stevens remembers one
summer in particular: His parents
decided to rent a van and drive from
Cambridge to Yellowstone National
Park and back, camping out along
the way, with their own children
and two of their children’s friends
— “an enormous undertaking, by
any measure,” he says. “I remember
that, lying down in the tent every
night, he would put his hands be-
hind his head, and he would say,
“This is the life”

When they arrived at Yellow-
stone, the first night was cold
enough that several of the camp-
ers took refuge in the van. Michael

Stevens recalls waking early to find
his father etching a fake claw print
with his fingernail in the frost on the
van’s windshield. When the rest of
the group woke up, he played along
with his father’s tale of a nocturnal
ursine visitation.\

Stevens’ first marriage ended
in divorce in 1981, and in 1994 he
married Manuel, a linguist who had
received her PhD from Yale Univer-
sity in 1987 In his mid-70s, Stevens
became a father again when the
couple adopted two infant girls from
China. Each of the girls — Kendra
and MacKenzie — has her father’s
first name embedded in hers, along
with their mother’s surname.

“He was much more active,
physically, than I am, so he would
do more running around with
them,” Manuel says. “He was a mod-
ern dad. He at least had plans of do-
ing 50 percent of the work around
the house” But, she adds, he had
some difficulty realizing those plans
as, well into his 70s, “he was still
working 60, 70 hours a week.”

“His personality was unique,’
Michael Stevens says. “He had no
pretensions about him. He had no
arrogance about him. He was hum-
ble until the very end””

Stevens is survived by his wife,
Sharon Manuel, of Clackamas, Ore.,
and their two children, Kendra and
MacKenzie. He is survived by four
grown children by his first wife,
Phyllis Stevens: Rebecca Stevens of
Silver Spring, Md., Andrea Stevens
of Schwenksville, Pa., Michael Ste-
vens of Clarksville, Md., and John
Stevens of Kenmore, N.Y. Stevens is
also survived by five grandchildren.

Stevens’ family asks that dona-
tions be made in his name to the
Alzheimer’s Association.

Reprinted with permission of
MIT News Office: http://web.mit.
edu/newsoffice/.
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Path-breaking historian Pauline Maier dies at 75

Her work illuminated the richness and complexity of the origins of democracy in the U.S.

By Peter Dizikes
MIT NEWS OFFICE

The eminent historian Pauline R.
Maier, whose award-winning books
cast new light on Revolutionary-era
America and the foundations of U.S.
democracy, died Aug. 12 in Cam-
bridge, Mass., after a battle with
lung cancer. She was 75.

Maier, who served as the Wil-
liam Kenan Jr. Professor of History
at MIT, had been a member of the
Institute’s faculty since 1978. Her
work often recast conventional wis-
dom about 18th-century America,
reconstructing long-forgotten pub-
lic debates over the Declaration of
Independence and the U.S. Consti-
tution while bringing crucial figures
in American political history into
sharper focus.

Maier’s best-known books in-
clude “American Scripture: Making
the Declaration of Independence”
(1997), a finalist for the National
Book Critics Circle Award, and
“Ratification: The People Debate
the Constitution, 1787-1788" (2010),
winner of the George Washington
Book Prize. Both works demon-
strated the vitality of local and state-
level political debates at the nation’s
founding.

Even as Maier’s work brought

textbook accounts of American his-
tory into question, she herself en-
gaged the greater public by writing
new history textbooks for college
students and younger students alike
— part of a career-long commit-
ment to making history vivid and
accessible for all.

“We are deeply saddened to hear
of the death of Pauline Maier,” said
Deborah K. Fitzgerald, the Kenin
Sahin Dean of the School of Hu-
manities, Arts, and Social Sciences
at MIT. “One of the key intellectual
figures in her field, Pauline was also
a leader at MIT — a great historian
and scholar who understood the
pulse of the Institute and helped
guide and improve our commu-
nity in profound ways. Through her
research, award-winning publica-
tions, and superb teaching, Pauline
inspired generations of young his-
torians of the Colonial period. Her
classes for MIT undergraduates —
for example, on the U.S. Constitu-
tion — were learning experiences
that her students still remembered
decades later. In her classroom,
Pauline brilliantly embodied our
mission to empower MIT students
with cultural and historical perspec-
tives, and an understanding of the
world’s complexities. We will miss
her enormously”

IMC Global Inc. is offering a position of
Payment Clerk and Office Assistance where you can earn extra
income at your flexible schedule plus benefits that take only a little of
your time

Requirements:

* Must have access to the internet
* Must be efficient and dedicated

Send your resumes to hrimcglobalinckbates@gmail.com
This great opportunity is limited.

Craduate

From Revolution to
ratification

Pauline Rubbelke was born in
St. Paul, Minn., on April 27, 1938.
She received her undergraduate de-
gree from Radcliffe College in 1960,
majoring in American history and
literature, and received a Fulbright
Scholarship for study at the London
School of Economics the following
year. As an undergraduate working
at Harvard’s student newspaper, the
Crimson, she met her future hus-
band, Charles Maier, a historian of
modern Europe who is now the Lev-
erett Saltonstall Professor of History
at Harvard University; the couple
married in 1961, in Oxford, England,
and had three children.

Maier pursued her PhD in history
at Harvard, and in 1968 completed
her dissertation, advised by Bernard
Bailyn, on the formation of Ameri-
can opposition to British rule in the
decade before the Declaration of In-
dependence. Maier’s thesis became
the basis for her first book, “From
Resistance to Revolution: Colonial
Radicals and the Development of
American Opposition to Britain,
1765-1776,” published in 1972.

After receiving her doctorate,
Maier joined the history faculty at
the University of Massachusetts at
Boston, where she taught from 1968
until 1977 Maier then served on the
faculty of the University of Wiscon-
sin for one year before accepting a
position as professor of history at
MIT. Maier led MIT’s history faculty
from 1979 to 1988.

Maier’s second book, “The Old
Revolutionaries: Political Lives in
the Age of Samuel Adams,” appear-
ing in 1980, looked in depth at the
lives of five Revolutionary leaders,
including Adams, in the years lead-
ing up to 1776. “American Scripture”
drew widespread praise for its re-

Orientation

d
o)
d
9
&
b
a
I
I

Lrige’s hield. N
*lesi&er sporlts Center (W35)

casting of the public debates over
the Declaration of Independence. In
it, Maier presented a deep analysis of
the founding document’s evolution
— from statement of revolutionary
intent into one of national principles
— and discussed dozens of local
“declarations of independence” is-
sued in America during 1776. “Amer-
ican Scripture” was named one of
the 11 best books of 1997 by The New
York Times Book Review.

“Ratification,” Maier’s most re-
cent book, reconstructed and ex-
amined the often-tempestuous
state-level debates over the rati-
fication of the U.S. Constitution
— which greatly strengthened the
nation, then financially weak, by
adding elements such as taxing
powers, while also generating op-
position for the same reasons. As
Maier detailed, amendments rec-
ommended in the course of the rati-
fication debates in the states helped
form the Bill of Rights.

The work was named one of the
top 10 books of 2010 by The Wall
Street Journal; Gordon Wood, an
American historian at Brown Uni-
versity, called it a “wonderful con-
tribution” to the field, while Richard
Beeman, a historian at the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania, said it “will stand
as the definitive account of the story
of the ratification of the Constitu-
tion for many decades to come”” The
work also won the Fraunces Tavern
Museum Book Award.

Histor Y for everyone

Maier’s books were intended for
both general and scholarly audi-
ences, and she invested additional
effort in furthering public under-
standing of history. She authored
“The American People: A History”
(1986), a middle-school textbook
covering American history from its

beginnings through 1984. She also
co-authored a 2002 college text-
book, “Inventing America: A History
of the United States,” with Merritt
Roe Smith of MIT, Alex Keyssar of
Harvard, and Daniel Kevles of Yale
University.

In addition to her books and text-
books, Maier produced more than
30 articles published in scholarly
journals, edited volumes, and other
publications, and wrote book re-
views for publications including The
New York Times Book Review and
the William and Mary Quarterly.

Maier received prestigious fel-
lowships and grants including the
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial
Foundation Fellowship and mul-
tiple fellowships from the National
Endowment for the Humanities.
In 1998, Maier won MIT’s James
R. Killian Jr. Faculty Achievement
Award, which recognizes extraordi-
nary professional accomplishment
and is given to one faculty member
each year.

Maier’s work, prodigious energy
for teaching, and commitment to
frank truth-seeking in the public
sphere made a lasting impression on
those who knew her.

“Her scholarship, perspective,
personality and dedication made
her a remarkable MIT citizen,” for-
mer MIT President Charles M. Vest
said. “Her historical writing dis-
played first-rate research but also
was highly accessible and readable.
I used to kid her because she once
gave a lecture at the University of
Virginia (‘Mr. Jefferson’s Universi-
ty’), the thesis of which was that Jef-
ferson is our most overrated presi-
dent. Now that is sticking your neck
out”

Reprinted with permission of MIT
News Office: http://web.mit.edu/
newsoffice/.

http://gsc.mit.edu/orientation2013/calendar/calendarg-3.html
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Presidential Advisory Committee published report

Recommendations to Reif center around three themes to improve the MIT experience

PTAC, from Page 1

tified by the President concerning
the student body,” according to the
PAC'’s charge.

In 1992, the UA Council created
a “Presidential Advisory Commit-
tee” of undergraduates that was
to meet biweekly and include the
executive officers of the UA, the
UA Council floor leader, chairmen
of UA standing committees, and
presidents of the Interfraternity
Council, Dormitory Council, and
Panhellenic Association — but the
PAC is the first Institute Commit-
tee where “students will be given
a direct channel to advise the MIT
President directly on student is-
sues,” according to the GSC'’s call
for applications.

While the PAC will advise Reif
going forward, the PTAC’s report
— coauthored by Bryan D. Bryson
G, Jonté D. Craighead '13, Dighe,
Alexandra L. Ghaben ’'13, Angela
E. Kilby G, Catherine A. Olsson '12,

SMBC, from Page 6
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Eduardo Russian ’13, and Brian L.
Spatocco G — identified several
Institute-wide issues to address.
On MIT’s educational experi-
ence, the PTAC’s list of concerns
included the inconsistent quality
of advising as a problem for both
undergraduates and graduate stu-
dents. Undergraduates, according
to the report, often encountered

The report
recommended a
formalized system
of evaluation for
academic advisors.

advisors who “lack adequate un-
derstanding of Institute require-
ments and policies,” and graduate
advising varies widely by the indi-
vidual advisors. The report recom-
mended a formalized evaluation
system for advisors, much like the

subject evaluation system. Look-
ing to what comes after MIT, the
PTAC also reported a strong cam-
pus sentiment that career fairs and
Global Education & Career De-
velopment (GECD) resources are
“disproportionately focused on
Course 6

In the community arena, un-
dergraduate skepticism of Institute
administration and perception of
recent actions impacting living
communities featured prominent-
ly in the report. “Undergraduates
feel very strongly about the auton-
omy and personality of their living
groups,” wrote the PTAC, “and as a
result view with great skepticism
recent Institute-wide policies that
are perceived as interfering in a
top-down manner with the exist-
ing system of self-determination.”
To address these and other issues
in student-administration com-
munication, the PTAC suggested a
rough framework for transparency
in future engagements.

Boseis pleased _
to offer SPECIal savings

for all students, employees
and retirees of

Additionally, in line with in-
creased mental health concerns in
the MIT community over the past
couple years, the PTAC reported

among other costly maintenance
issues, the PTAC recommended
prioritization of deferred mainte-
nance of current MIT residences.

The PTAC report recommended
prioritization of deferred maintenance of
current MIT residences.

that students are often unclear on
mental health policies, the report
read, and their experiences with
Student Support Services (S%) vary
widely. As such, the cabinet recom-
mended the creation of a Standing
Committee on Mental Health and
initiatives to remove campus stig-
ma around asking for help.
Regarding the design of MIT’s
campus, the report discussed the
availability and quality of both un-
dergraduate and graduate hous-
ing. As several dormitory build-
ings have suffered from HVAC,
structural, and facade problems,
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For graduate students, the cabinet
urged action to “ensure sufficient
affordable housing,” a topic that
has been debated throughout the
course of MIT’s Kendall Square
rezoning petition. With Kendall
Square, the PTAC also suggested
an improved east entrance to the
MIT campus, both “aesthetically
and metaphorically” Steps have
already been taken on that front
by a faculty design committee, and
design firms will vie for the oppor-
tunity to work with an MIT work-
ing committee to create an eastern
MIT gateway.
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Summer news stories: what you missed while away

Developments in the Swariz case, new backup childcare program, dorm security changes

Summer recap, from Page 1

the defense for documents and
witnesses.

However, the report acknowl-
edged that “neutrality in responses
was not consistent with neutrality
in outcomes,” and explained that
MIT also voluntarily handed over
some documents to the prosecu-
tion but not the defense, operating
under the asymmetric assumption
that the defense would get docu-
ments from the prosecution.

But critics of MIT are troubled
by more than the specifics of the
report’s narrative, with some argu-
ing that MIT’s overall inaction was
negligent, or worse.

Taren Stinebrickner-Kauffman,
Swartz’s partner, called the report
a “whitewash,” saying in a state-
ment that MIT did actually pick a
side — the wrong one. “MIT’s law-
yers gave prosecutors total access
to witnesses and evidence, while
refusing access to Aaron’s lawyers
to the exact same witnesses and
evidence,” she wrote. “That’s not
neutral” Others, including Ethan
Zuckerman, director of MIT Cen-
ter for Civic Media and Charlie
Furman, campaign manager at
Demand Progress, an activist orga-
nization founded by Aaron Swartz,
criticized the report as an oppor-
tunity for MIT to avoid negative
publicity and its failure to name
the decision-makers in MIT’s in-
volvement as “hiding behind a
bureaucratic structure” Abelson
defended this practice however:
“We know that people have been
threatened, so it’s no joke if you
get your name in this report.”

“We are fully aware that [many]
names are readily discoverable on
the Internet. Even so, we see no

need to further erode their per-
sonal privacy,” an appendix to the
report read.”

After reading the report, Reif
said he thought MIT’s actions
were “appropriate,” at the same
time calling for a review of MIT’s
policies on computer crime and
electronic records. He also asked
the provost and the faculty chair
to “design a process of community
engagement” to “explore” ques-
tions about intellectual property,
technology, ethics, and hacker
culture.

Additional Swartz evidence
released

On Aug. 12, the Secret Service
released 104 pages of its files on
Swartz, at the request of a journalist.
Delayed from the July 19 date ini-
tially ordered by the court, the pag-
es chosen for release do not include
any reference to MIT or JSTOR, as
both had filed motions intervening
in the public-records request in mid
July, asking the court to allow MIT
and JSTOR to review the documents
and propose redactions.

The motions are similar to MIT
and JSTOR’s March 29 requests in
U.S. v. Swartz that some informa-
tion, including the names of em-
ployees, be redacted in publicly
released documents. The judge
in that case ruled to allow the
redactions.

The pages released by the Secret
Service are but a sliver of its files on
Swartz. The Secret Service has said
that it has at least 14,500 pages pos-
sibly related to Swartz, and that it
will take six months or more to pro-
cess them.

Authorities seized Swartz’s blue
metallic iPod during their inves-
tigations, among other electron-

ics, one document shows. Another
document, a heavily redacted in-
terview write-up, suggests that the
Secret Service probed into Swartz’s
Guerilla Open Access Manifesto,
which argues for open access to
scientific journals.

So far however, the largest col-
lection of released documents
related to the investigation and
prosecution of Swartz is the one
MIT released on July 30, as prom-
ised by President L. Rafael Reif in
March after calls for transparency.
The collection includes 3,756 pages
of emails and materials shared with
state and federal prosecutors, and
154 pages of emails and materials
shared with Swartz’s defense.

The documents, in which most
names of MIT employees are
blacked out, include pictures of
Swartz in the Building 16 closet
where he hooked his laptop up to
a network switch and downloaded
millions of JSTOR research papers
using a Python script in 2010 and
2011. Those actions, which disrupt-
ed MIT’s access to JSTOR for three
days, led to 13 felony charges, pur-
sued by what many saw as an ove
zealous federal prosecution.

Dorm security changes

This fall, residents of Baker,
Maseeh, McCormick, Next House,
Simmons and the graduate dorms
Tang Hall and Westgate will see
several changes to their dorms’ se-
curity policies. The security chang-
es came about as a result of the 2010
security report authored by Profes-
sor Iain W. Stewart and Police Chief
John DiFava after a robbery in Bak-
er House in 2010.

As part of the first phase of se-
curity updates, students and guests
will be required to undergo visual
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verification before entering the
dorm. To facilitate this, each build-
ing’s card scanner will be moved
to the front desk. Before being per-
mitted to enter the dorm, a student
must scan their MIT ID, at which
point their face will appear on a
monitor for visual inspection. If a
student does not have an ID, they
may enter the dorm after providing
their name and being compared to
their photo.

Additionally, MIT Residential
Life and Dining has hired profes-
sional desk attendants from se-
curity company AlliedBarton to
handle all security responsibilities
including tracking guests, and se-
curity cameras will be installed at
the perimeters of each dorm. Ac-
cording to Henry J. Humphreys,
senior associate dean of residential
life and dining, the professional
desk attendants will be at desk from
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. Students will
still work at desk to deliver services
such as checking out equipment.
“We did not take away the student
employment opportunity,” said
Humphreys.

According to Humphreys, the
hiring of outside security will have
no impact on the existing Night-
watch  program.  “Nightwatch
serves a slightly different func-
tion than the desk attendants. The
desk attendant is a stationary post,
whereas Nightwatch, in addition to
sitting at the desk, have to make two
rounds through the building. Plus,
if there’s an emergency from inside
the building, [the Nghtwatch] has
to go respond to the emergency,’
said Humphreys. “The desk atten-
dant, if there’s an emergency in the
building, would contact the house
team [and/or] call MIT police, but
they would never leave their post”

New backup child care
program live

Starting July 1, 2013, undergradu-
ate and graduate students with chil-
dren were able to pre-register for the
new subsidized backup child care
program. The new program pro-
vides students with access to care-
givers on a short notice through Par-
ents in a Pinch, a national vendor
for child care services. The program
will run as a pilot until June 30, 2014,
when it will evaluated for renewal.

For up to 10 days of the fiscal
year, students can use the backup
child care service, which provides
a nanny at a subsidized rate of $5
per hour. Any days beyond the ten
days cost $18.50 per hour and a
daily placement fee ranging from
$25 to $50.

The program aims to give stu-
dents more flexibility and relieve
some of the stress that comes with
balancing academics and disrup-
tions to normal child care.

The Office of the Provost, MIT
Work-Life Center, and Graduate
Student Council (GSC) will fund
the five-figure program. The GSC
will provide $38,000 from Career
Fair profits, with additional fund-
ing provided by the provost. The
GSC worked through the Office of
the Dean of Graduate Education
(ODGE) and Dean Christine Ortiz
to obtain the additional funding
needed from the provost, with sup-
port of Chancellor Eric Grimson
PhD ’80.

“Hopefully it will be along-term
program. We think it will be able
to touch everybody in a way other
programs don’t do as easily,” said
Simons. “I think it’s going to one of
those programs that will be kept.”

Summaries compiled by Debo-
rah Chen.
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