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	 registration day today!	

TUE: 75°f | 68°f
Cloudy.

WED: 77°f | 64°f
Rain showers.

THU: 79°f | 67°f
Partly sunny

In Short
Classes start tomorrow! 
Don’t forget to wake up in 
time!

Interested in seeing a mov-
ie? The Lecture Series Com-
mittee is playing The Hunger 
Games at 6:30 p.m. and 10 
p.m. today, and new students 
get in free! Women’s and 
Gender Studies is also host-
ing a free screening of Hyste-
ria, directed by Tanya Wexler.

The MIT Writing Center, 
which serves the entire 
community, will be open 
for the first appointments 
of the year tomorrow. Go to 
http://writing.mit.edu/wcc to 
schedule a slot.

Start volunteering! Find 
an opportunity at the MIT 
Community Service Fair to-
morrow at 1 p.m. in Lobby 
10. Learn more at http://
mit.edu/mitpsc/whatwedo/
v o l u n t e e r i n g / p r o g ra m s /
servicefair.

Send news information and 
tips to news@tech.mit.edu.

how did frosh like rex?
Looking back at the week. campus 
life, p. 5

picking a sorority
The choice can be tough. campus 
life, p. 5

welcome back 
to campus!
Looking for something 
to do? Join The Tech! 
Email join@tech.mit.edu 
for more info.

A lone shimmer
An up-close view of the 
MIT Chapel’s metal  
sculpture. photo, p. 9

grad student 
events this 
week
See what the GSC has 
lined up! GSC, p. 10

Christopher A. Maynor—The Tech

An MIT student focuses intently during a chess match at the MIT Chess Club’s 
table at the ASA Activities Midway. Over 200 ASA groups were represented at 
the Midway, which was held on last Friday in the Johnson Athletic Center.

As you enjoy your bur-
rito from the new Chipotle 
that opened up in Kendall 
this June, you may wonder 
what else has changed on 
campus over the summer. 
Here’s a summary of some 
of the topics The Tech has 
covered to get you up to 
speed. 

New RLAD position 
stirs controversy and 
debate

This fall, many dormi-
tories will see new faces in 
their house teams in the 
form of Residential Life 
Area Directors (RLADs). 
RLADs will live in the 
dorms and assist house-
masters and Graduate Res-
ident Tutors (GRTs) with 
administrative and opera-
tional tasks. These changes 
were revealed June 2, when 
an anonymous source 
leaked a letter, written by 
Chancellor Eric Grimson 
PhD ’80 to MIT housemas-
ters, which spoke of immi-
nent changes in residen-
tial life. The information 
caught many students and 
GRTs off-guard, sparking 
campuswide controversy 
and debate.

After the letter was 
leaked, the administration 
continued to move for-

ward with the implemen-
tation of the RLAD system.

“It was not our intent 
to roll out the position the 
way we did,” said Henry 
J. Humphreys, dean of 
residential life and din-
ing. “Once we decided to 
go forward, we needed to 
move quickly, as the win-
dow for hiring officials for 
the position in the summer 
is small.”

The official RLAD job 
description was released 
July 23, and stated that 
the responsibilities of the 
RLADs would include 
working to promote a sense 
of community and belong-
ing, following up with resi-
dents on “medical, psy-
chological, and personal 
issues,” providing updates 
to house teams and the 
Department of Student 
Life, and “support[ing] 
the housemasters in their 
roles as the supervisors of 
the GRTs.”

On-campus interviews 
for the RLAD positions be-
gan mid-July, and by early 
August five candidates 
were hired to serve in Mac-
Gregor Hall, McCormick 
Hall, New House, Next 
House, and Simmons Hall. 

By Bruno B. F. Faviero
Staff Reporter

With most new markets comes 
competition, as is the case with on-
line education. Today, there are four 
major platforms that produce content 
specifically for online instruction: 
Coursera, Udacity, and edX, which 
provide university-level content, and 
Khan Academy, which largely targets 

K-12 education. While they all offer 
content designed specifically for web-
based instruction, they differ slightly 
in missions, delivery, and focus.

KHAN ACADEMY
Khan Academy is an educational 

nonprofit founded in September 2008 
by Salman A. Khan ’98. According to 
its website, its mission is to “change 
education for the better by providing 

a free world-class education for any-
one anywhere.”

Khan conceived the idea after 
making a website to help tutor his 
niece in 2004, and two years later 
he would post the first public video. 
The website has since grown to con-
tain over 3,300 videos, most of which 
were made by Khan himself. There 
are also over 400 million interactive 
problems, grouped loosely into 47 

“courses,” ranging from addition to 
linear algebra and macroeconomics. 
Khan Academy receives over six mil-
lion unique users each month, has 
around 380,000 YouTube subscribers, 
and has had 179 million video views 
so far. The organization is supported 
by donors such as Google Inc. and the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

154,763 
registered for 
6.002x after 
registration 
opened on 
February 13, 
2012

students who 
looked at the 
�rst pset: 

69,221

students who 
received at 
least 1 point 
on the �rst 
pset: 

26,349

students who 
looked at the 
�nal exam: 

10,262

students who 
received at 
least 1 point 
on the �nal 
exam:

8,240

students who 
passed the 
�nal exam: 

5,800

students who 
received a 
certi�cate after 
Week 14: 

7,157

THE FIRST PSET THE FINAL EXAMREGISTRATION CERTIFICATION

MIT’S FIRST ONLINE COURSE: How did the world do?

Major players in online education market
Comparing Khan Academy, Coursera, Udacity, & edX missions, offerings

Summer recap
RLADs, new edX partner, 
Institute files amicus brief 

Redditor 
President
Obama’s AMA

By David Carr
The new york times

There are many ways to measure 
the traction of a social media platform: 
time spent, page views or unique us-
ers. But it might be useful to add one 
more metric: if the leader of the free 
world stops by to answer questions 
from your users, you’re probably do-
ing OK.

On Thursday, President Obama 
signed up for an “Ask Me Anything” 
(A.M.A. in geekspeak) session at Red-
dit, a vast social site that is a staple 
of digital life for the young and con-
nected, but less well known among 
grown-ups.

The president answered a few be-
nign questions — Michael Jordan is 
his favorite basketball player! — along 
with a few tough ones, including a re-
quest to explain his administration’s 
approach to Internet regulation. He 
even posted a picture to prove he was 
the one at the keyboard when he typed, 
“Hi, I’m Barack Obama, President of 
the United States. Ask me anything.”

While the Republicans were cel-
ebrating the potential and might of 
American business at their convention 
in Tampa, Mr. Obama was validating 
one example of business success on 
an entirely different platform. Red-
dit, which was founded by two fresh 
graduates of the University of Virginia 
in 2005, has just 20 employees, but 

Summer, Page 15 Reddit, Page 12

Education, Page 8

Infographic by Kath Xu and connor kirschbaum—The Tech
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By Bettina Wassener
The New York Times 

HONG KONG — As evidence has 
mounted that the Chinese econo-
my is slowing, Beijing has kept the 
world on tenterhooks, delivering 
none of the big, headline-grabbing 
economic stimulus measures many 
analysts have predicted.

Two months have passed since 
the last interest rate cut, and it looks 
increasingly as if the Chinese gov-
ernment is biding its time, avoiding 
measures that could reignite anoth-
er investment binge of the sort that 
sent prices for property and other 
assets soaring in 2009 and 2010.

The authorities are taking “a very 
reactionary, cautious approach,” 
said Wang Tao, China economist at 
UBS. “They do not want to repeat 
the excesses of last time.”

The latest sign of China’s flag-
ging economic health came Sat-
urday in the form of an official 

manufacturing-sector survey. This 
slumped more than expected, to 
49.2 in August, falling below the 
level of 50 that separates expansion 
from contraction for the first time 
since late 2011.

A similar survey, which is pub-
lished by HSBC and is more focused 
on smaller and medium-size enter-
prises, registered a similar deterio-
ration. The final reading, released 
Monday, came in at 47.6, down from 
49.3 in July.

In the eurozone, manufactur-
ing contracted more than initially 
estimated in August, suggesting 
that the economy might struggle to 
avoid a recession in the third quar-
ter, Bloomberg reported.

A gauge of manufacturing in 
the euro area based on a survey of 
purchasing managers was revised 
lower, to 45.1, from the reading of 
45.3 estimated earlier, Markit Eco-
nomics said Monday. 

The index, which stood at 44 in 

July, has held for 13 months below 
50.

Many analysts took the indica-
tors for China as a signal that poli-
cymakers would soon announce 
another cut in the reserve require-
ment ratio for banks, a step that 
would free up more cash for them 
to lend.

Some say Beijing may also cut 
rates to reinject momentum into 
an economy that has been battered 
by falling exports and a slowing do-
mestic property market.

The authorities have not been 
sitting entirely idle in recent 
months. Project approvals have 
been accelerated, for example. 
However, more than eight weeks 
have passed since the last rate cut, 
while the reserve ratio requirement 
was last lowered in May. 

Increasingly, analysts think Bei-
jing is playing for time before it re-
sorts to more sweeping policy tools 
again.

By Steven Lee Myers
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Nearly 16 
months after first pledging to 
help Egypt’s failing economy, the 
Obama administration is nearing 
an agreement with the country’s 
new government to relieve $1 bil-
lion of its debt as part of a U.S. and 
international assistance package 
intended to bolster its transition 
to democracy, administration of-
ficials said.

The administration’s efforts, 
delayed by Egypt’s political tur-
moil and by wariness in Washing-
ton about new leaders emerging 
from its first free elections, gained 
new urgency in recent weeks, even 
as the United States risks losing 
influence and investment oppor-
tunities to countries like China. 
President Mohammed Morsi 
chose China for his first official 
visit outside of the Middle East.

In addition to the debt as-
sistance, the administration has 
thrown its support behind a $4.8 
billion loan being negotiated 
between Egypt and the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund. Last week 
it dispatched the first of two del-
egations to work out details of the 
proposed debt assistance, as well 
as $375 million in financing and 
loan guarantees for U.S. financiers 
who invest in Egypt and a $60 mil-
lion investment fund for Egyptian 
businesses.

The assistance underscores the 
importance of shoring up Egypt 
at a time of turmoil and change 
across the Middle East, including 
the relatively peaceful uprisings 
in Egypt and Tunisia, the still-
unfinished transition in Libya, 
the showdown over Iran’s nuclear 
program and the war in Syria. 

Given Egypt’s influence in the 
Arab world, the officials said, its 
economic recovery and political 
stability could have a profound 
influence on other nations in tran-
sition and ease wariness in Israel 
about the tumultuous political 
changes under way.

The administration’s revived 
push came after Morsi won the 
presidency in June and overcame 
a constitutional showdown with 
the country’s military rulers.

Morsi and his party, the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, have since made 
it clear that the struggling econo-
my is their most urgent priority, 
brushing aside reservations about 
U.S. and international assistance 
and outright opposition to it from 
other Islamic factions.

In fact, U.S. officials say they 
have been surprised by how open 
Morsi and his advisers have been 
to economic changes, with a sharp 
focus on creating jobs.

“They sound like Republicans 
half the time,” one administration 
official said, referring to leaders of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, the Is-
lamic movement turned political 
party that was long barred from 
office under the former president, 
Hosni Mubarak, a close U.S. ally.

Hoping to capitalize on what 
they see as a ripening investment 
climate, the State Department and 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
will take executives from nearly 
50 American companies like Cat-
erpillar and Xerox to Cairo begin-
ning Saturday as part of one of 
the largest trade delegations ever 
organized.

In Beijing, Clinton to discuss 
island disputes

BEIJING — As tensions between China and its neigh-
bors over islands in nearby strategic waterways, China has 
scored some subtle victories, making the United States and 
its friends increasingly uneasy about the potential for violent 
confrontations.

China’s dispute with Japan over potentially energy-rich is-
lands in the East China Sea, and with the Philippines over an 
island that China has effectively blocked to Filipino vessels, will 
be central in talks between U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton and Chinese leaders in Beijing on Tuesday eve-
ning and on Wednesday, U.S. and Chinese officials said.

“We will need the nations of the region to work collabora-
tively together to resolve disputes — without coercion, without 
intimidating, without threats and, certainly, without the use of 
force,” Clinton said Monday evening after arriving in Indone-
sia’s capital, Jakarta.

—Jane Perlez and Steven Lee Myers, The New York Times

After verdict, South Korea 
assesses Samsung strategy

SEOUL, South Korea — When a jury in San Jose, Calif., or-
dered Samsung Electronics to pay $1.05 billion in damages 
for violating Apple’s patents for the iPhone and iPad, it did 
more than decide who had infringed upon whose intellectual 
property. To South Koreans, the legal battle highlighted the 
strengths and weaknesses of both Samsung and their econo-
my in general.

“The ruling makes us reconsider the brand value of Sam-
sung because it depicts Samsung as a copycat,” said James 
Song, who monitors Samsung for KDB Daewoo Securities in 
Seoul. “But a copycat or not, what Samsung has done with its 
smartphones was a brilliant move.”

“Look what has happened to companies like Nokia, Mo-
torola and BlackBerry, which didn’t do as Samsung did,” 
Song added, referring to competitors whose failures to adapt 
quickly to the smartphone boom driven by iPhones have dras-
tically reduced their market shares. “Samsung may lack in in-
novation, but right now, no one can beat Samsung in playing 
catch-up.”

For months, the South Korean media have watched avidly 
as Samsung, the world’s largest technology company by sales, 
clashes with Apple, the world’s No. 1 company by market val-
ue, over patent lawsuits in various countries.

—Choe Sang-hun, The New York Times

Murder charges dropped 
against South African miners

JOHANNESBURG — Prosecutors provisionally dropped 
murder charges against the 270 jailed miners who had been 
accused under an obscure legal doctrine of killing 34 of their 
own colleagues when the police opened fire on them while 
engaged in a wildcat strike.

The police fired live ammunition into a crowd of about 
3,000 platinum miners armed with clubs and machetes while 
trying to disperse the illegal strike on Aug. 16. When the firing 
stopped, 34 miners were dead and South Africa was outraged 
by the bloodiest confrontation between police and civilians 
since the end of apartheid. The police have claimed they act-
ed in self-defense.

The outrage grew when prosecutors announced last week 
that under a legal doctrine known as “common purpose,” the 
miners themselves would be charged with murdering their 
colleagues. Under the doctrine, which was frequently used in 
the waning days of apartheid to charge members of protest-
ing crowds with serious crimes committed by a few individu-
als, people in a mob can be charged as accomplices.

—Lydia Polgreen, The New York Times

By Allison A. Wing
STAFF METEorologist

After a lovely Labor Day 
Weekend with sunny skies and 
seasonal temperatures, rain will 
return to the area just in time for 
the start of the semester. 

The remnants of what was 
once Hurricane Isaac, which 
brought over a foot of rain and a 
damaging storm surge to south-
eastern Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi last week, will finally 
make it to the Northeast. While 
we won’t get anything like the 
20 inches of rain New Orleans 

received from Isaac, the tropi-
cal moisture interacting with 
an existing trough will bring the 
potential for rain showers this 
afternoon through tomorrow. 

While some showers are 
possible this afternoon, it 
looks like the bulk of the rain 
will hold off until tonight. Rain 
showers, which may be heavy 
at times, are likely to be in the 
area through tomorrow eve-
ning, so you definitely want 
to consider bringing an um-
brella with you as you head 
to your first classes tomorrow 
morning!

Remnants of Isaac to 
bring rain to region

As growth flags, China  
shies from stimulus

U.S. prepares economic aid to 
bolster democracy in Egypt

Extended Forecast
Today: Cloudy with showers likely. High 75°F (24°C). Winds 

from the southeast at 7-10 mph.
Tonight: Rain showers likely. Low 68°F (20°C). Winds from the 

southeast at 7-10 mph.
Tomorrow: Rain showers. High 77°F (25°C). Low 64°F (18°C). 

Winds from the south/southeast at 8-12 mph.
Thursday: Partly sunny. High 79°F (16°C). Low 67°F (19°C). 

Winds from the southwest at 5-10 mph.
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By Steven Yaccino
The New York Times 

During his nearly seven-year 
stint as mayor of Detroit, there 
was little about Kwame M. Kilpat-
rick that was not big. His 6-foot-4 
frame. His “hip-hop mayor” per-
sona and the 1 1/2-carat diamond 
that pierced his ear. His wide ap-
peal made him, at the age of 31, the 
youngest person ever to lead the 
city.

Now, four years since he left 
office, the criminal charges that 
Kilpatrick will face when his fed-
eral trial begins with jury selection 
Thursday are no exception in size: 
more than 30 counts that include 
racketeering, bribery and fraud 
during his time in public office.

Kilpatrick, 42, was once consid-
ered a rising star in the Democratic 
Party. 

His long-awaited trial, expected 
to last four months, is the most re-
cent chapter in a series of contro-

versies that plagued his tenure as 
mayor and ended his promising 
political career.

The federal charges, filed in 
2010, carry far greater stakes than 
did his previous troubles — up to 
30 years in prison — and continue 
a saga for many in Detroit whose 
expectations for him once soared. 
Meanwhile, he has maintained his 
innocence.

“I know that there are some 
people in this community who had 
hopes, dreams and incredible ad-
miration for me and what we were 
doing in the city at that time,” Kil-
patrick told the Detroit chapter of 
the National Association of Black 
Journalists in August.

Politics seemed always in sight 
for Kilpatrick, who as a young child 
dreamed of living in Detroit’s may-
oral mansion. His mother, Carolyn 
Cheeks Kilpatrick, was a seven-
term congresswoman and a chair-
woman of the Congressional Black 
Caucus; her career was seen as a 

casualty of her son’s troubles when 
she lost re-election in 2010.

Kwame Kilpatrick was 26 years 
old when he joined the Michigan 
Legislature in 1996. When he was 
elected mayor of Detroit in 2001, 
many hoped that he would lead 
the economically depressed city to-
ward revival. 

He landed speaking rolls at the 
Democratic National Convention 
in 2000 and 2004. Some talked 
about him as a future senator or 
vice-presidential choice, said Steve 
Hood, a political consultant in De-
troit whose brother, Nicholas Hood 
III, ran against Kilpatrick in his first 
mayoral race.

“They bought into the whole 
package,” he said of voters’ faith in 
Kilpatrick back then. “They thought 
the sky was the limit.”

But many of Kilpatrick’s 
achievements were overshadowed 
by scandal and the perception by 
some that a collision of youth and 
power had sent his career spiraling.

Union jobs in private sector 
plummet in city

NEW YORK — New York City may have regained all of the jobs 
it lost during the recession, but its labor unions have not and the 
steep decline in the past several years may signal a lasting erosion 
of one of the few remaining bastions of union power, according to 
the authors of a report to be released this week.

The number of city residents with union jobs in the private 
sector has dropped nearly 20 percent since the recession started 
in 2008, the report by scholars at the City University of New York 
shows. That amounts to a loss of about 95,000 union jobs and a 
decline twice as steep as that for the rest of the nation, said Ruth 
Milkman, a sociology professor who wrote the report with Laura 
Braslow.

“This is a big decrease” and it is not likely to turn around any-
time soon, Milkman said. Indeed, as the city’s private sector has 
added jobs at a healthy rate for much of the past two years, the 
number of union jobs in the pubic sector rose but private-sector 
unions did not rebound, she said.

Their study coincided with another report from the Fiscal Policy 
Institute that found that most of the jobs that have been created 
in the city during the economic recovery have been in industries 
that tend to pay low wages, including restaurants, retail stores and 
home health care.

—Patrick Mcgeehan, The New York Times 

With Obama ad, candidates spar 
over the middle class

As Democrats open their convention week in Charlotte, N.C., 
the Obama campaign has a new advertisement that doubles down 
on the president’s charges that Mitt Romney’s tax policies would 
harm the middle class.

“The middle class is carrying a heavy load in America,” a narra-
tor says in the commercial as images of a forlorn-looking mother 
and a worker in a hard hat appear on the screen.

“But Mitt Romney doesn’t see it,” the narrator says, adding, “So 
Romney hits the middle class harder and gives millionaires an 
even bigger break. Is that the way forward for America?”

The ad repeats the claim that Romney’s economic plans would 
result in a tax increase for middle-class families while lowering 
taxes on people in the highest income brackets. A study by the left-
leaning Brookings Institution found that to be the case.

The Romney campaign has sought to discredit that study, point-
ing out that its author served on the president’s Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers.

“The middle class has been crushed under President Obama, 
but he doesn’t seem to get it,” said a Romney campaign spokes-
woman, Amanda Henneberg.

—Jeremy W. Peters, The New York Times

iPhone announcement has Apple 
rivals jostling for spotlight

Back when Apple was an underdog, it had an easier time 
shrouding its product announcements in mystery and perhaps 
catching its competitors off guard. But now tech companies are 
watching every one of Apple’s moves — and scrambling to get out 
in front of them.

Several major tech companies are cramming product an-
nouncements into this holiday-shortened workweek. Nokia and 
Motorola Mobility, former leaders in the mobile race who are now 
also-rans, have scheduled events for Wednesday at which they are 
likely to unveil new smartphones. And the next day, Amazon is ex-
pected to introduce new Kindle devices.

Sony and Samsung, among others, got a jump on things last 
week with announcements of new tablets and phones at a con-
sumer electronics conference in Berlin.

But next week, the tech event calendar is largely blank — with 
the exception of an Apple news conference that is said to be sched-
uled for Sept. 12, where the company will reveal its latest iPhone, 
according to a person briefed on the company’s plans, who de-
clined to be named because those plans had not yet been made 
public.

—Brian X. Chen and Nick Wingfield, The New York Times 

Obama takes a detour to visit 
hurricane site

KENNER, La. — President Barack Obama took a short de-
tour from campaigning Monday to inspect the damage wrought 
by Hurricane Isaac last week and the government response, a 
stop that took on outsized political overtones in this campaign 
season.

His visit, after a Labor Day rally with union supporters in To-
ledo, Ohio, came three days after Mitt Romney toured the Loui-
siana coast Friday a day after accepting his party’s nomination 
in Tampa, Fla. Obama’s timing was decided in consultation with 
local officials, White House aides said, to avoid the presidential 
entourage getting in the way of the cleanup.

Even as both parties jousted about their respective responses 
to natural disasters, Obama sounded a nonpartisan note in re-
marks to reporters after his tour and discussions with officials 
and residents.

“When disasters like this happen, we set aside whatever petty 
disagreements we may have,” Obama said. “Nobody’s a Demo-
crat or Republican. We’re all just Americans looking out for each 
other.”

—Jackie Calmes, The New York Times

By Ismail Khan  
and Salman Masood

The New York Times 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — A sui-
cide bomber rammed his explo-
sives-laden vehicle into a sport 
utility vehicle belonging to the U.S. 
Consulate in the northwestern city 
of Peshawar on Monday morning, 
Pakistani and U.S. officials said, 
in one of the most brazen attacks 
against Americans in the country in 
recent years.

There were conflicting reports 
about the number and nationality 
of the casualties. Pakistani officials 
said at least two people were killed 
and at least 13 were injured, includ-
ing two police officers. The U.S. Em-
bassy in Islamabad confirmed the 
attack and said in a statement that 
two Americans and two Pakistani 
employees of the consulate were in-
jured. It denied early reports that an 
American had been killed.

A senior Pakistani government 
official, speaking on the condition 
of anonymity, said a U.S. backup 
vehicle immediately retrieved the 
four who were wounded inside the 

SUV and took them to the consul-
ate. The official said two Pakistanis 
were killed outside the vehicle.

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility for the attack, 
which took place in Peshawar, the 
provincial capital of the restive 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, in 
a residential area called University 
Town. It is home to the U.S. Consul-
ate general in Peshawar and U.S. 
diplomats, as well as workers with 
international aid agencies, some of 
which have offices there.

Immediate suspicion pointed to 
the Taliban, who have repeatedly 
vowed to attack Americans in the 
country.

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, visiting Indone-
sia, condemned the attack.

“We pray for the safe recovery 
of American and Pakistani victims, 
and once again we deplore the cow-
ardly act of suicide bombing and 
terrorism that has affected so many 
people around the world,” she said.

The U.S. State Department’s 
spokeswoman, Victoria Nuland, 
who is traveling with Clinton, said 
the extent of the victims’ injuries 

was not immediately known. She 
said she did not have complete in-
formation on casualties outside the 
vehicle.

“We stand ready to work with 
Pakistani authorities on a full in-
vestigation, so that the perpetrators 
can be brought to justice,” Nuland 
said.

The U.S. vehicle had left the 
heavily guarded and fortified con-
sulate building and was passing a 
U.N. High Commissioner for Refu-
gees guest house on Abdara Road 
when it was rammed by a vehicle 
containing at least 200 pounds of 
explosives, police officials said.

A thick plume of smoke rose 
over the site after the explosion that 
could be seen a mile away. The blast 
left a 5-foot-wide crater in the road.

Firefighters evacuated the in-
jured and doused the burning SUV, 
which carried a diplomatic corps 
registration number. A partially 
burned U.S. passport was recovered 
from the vehicle.

Police officials said they had is-
sued warnings of a possible terrorist 
attack in the city and had stepped 
up surveillance.

Trial set to open for former Detroit 
mayor Sept. 6

Protesters gather in Charlotte for 
Democratic Convention

US vehicle rammed by suicide 
bomber in Pakistan

By Viv Bernstein
The New York Times 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Protesters 
from scores of groups around the 
country filled the streets of Char-
lotte on Sunday afternoon to push 
their agenda as Democrats gath-
ered in the city for their convention.

The list of grievances was long, 
and it included issues like the 
crackdown on illegal immigrants, 
foreclosures across the country, the 
environment, gay rights, jobs and 
labor. But the number of protesters 
who came to Charlotte might not 
have been what some anticipated.

Police estimates for the crowd 
were from 800 to 1,000, although an 
organizer for the coalition of groups 
marching put the total at 3,000. Ei-
ther way, it was more than the num-
ber who showed up in Tampa, Fla., 
last week for the Republican Na-
tional Convention, when a few hun-
dred participated in protests. Or-
ganizers had anticipated anywhere 
from 2,000 to 10,000 protesters in 

Charlotte, a major banking city.
The numbers on the streets 

swelled with the addition of hun-
dreds of police officers from 
throughout the Southeast. There 
were two arrests. One was of a fe-
male demonstrator who violated a 
local ordinance by wearing a mask 
and who the police said was found 
to be carrying a knife. The other 
was of a man who was watching the 
event and was accused of public in-
toxication and assault on a govern-
ment official.

But as promised by protesters 
— and assured by the large police 
presence — it was a mostly peace-
ful march that focused on issues on 
a hot, steamy day.

Among the protesters were ille-
gal immigrants from Phoenix, some 
wearing T-shirts that read, “Un-
documented, Unafraid,” and “Arrest 
Arpaio,” referring to Joe Arpaio, the 
Maricopa County sheriff who has 
been accused of going after His-
panic immigrants in Arizona.

“We come here because we 

are tired of the abuse in the com-
munity,” said Fernando Lopez, 
who spoke for the group at a rally 
in Frazier Park before the march. 
“We’re tired of being incarcerated 
every single day. We’re used as the 
cheapest labor as migrants. Why? 
Because the United States has been 
taking care of its business, which is 
exploit the rest of the planet.”

Bank of America, with its head-
quarters in Charlotte, was among 
the main targets of the protest-
ers. The bank continues to be em-
broiled in controversy over its role 
in mortgage foreclosures around 
the country.

Pat McCoy, the director of Action 
NC, a group that focuses on poverty, 
called for more robust investiga-
tions into lending practices. He said 
the Department of Justice “until just 
recently had more people investi-
gating whether Roger Clemens lied 
to Congress as a baseball pitcher 
about steroid use than they had in-
vestigating the entire U.S. financial 
system about mortgage fraud.”

Is Google Neutral?
Help end covert political 
censorship on Google. 

Join the /r/googlecensorship 
subreddit

write for us
e-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Be a PENguin
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Aislyn Schalck, Editor in Chief Jessica J. Pourian, Managing 
Editor Connor Kirschbaum, Executive Editor Ethan A. 
Solomon, and Opinion Editor Andy Liang.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board 
members choosing to publish their disagreement with the 
editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons 
are written by individuals and represent the opinion of the 
author, not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic 
submissions are encouraged and should be sent to letters@
tech.mit.edu. Hard copy submissions should be addressed 
to The Tech, P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, 
or sent by interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All 
submissions are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of 
publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 

will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 
condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 
Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. E-mail is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by e-mailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send 
press releases, requests for coverage, and information about 
errors that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters 
to the editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech 
can be found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.

Due to an editing error, the events for Sigma Phi Epsilon in 
the Daily Confusion were incorrectly listed under Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. The two fraternities are distinct — the list of events for 
Sigma Phi Epsilon can be found at http://tech.mit.edu/V132/

N33/dailyconfusion/sigep.html. 
An article published on Friday about the housing lottery 

incorrectly stated that 753 freshmen ranked Maseeh first in 
the summer lottery. The number is actually 303. 753 refers to 
the number of freshmen who ranked Maseeh in their top four 
choices.
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to mine own self be true

Orientation and REX in review
Despite some repetitive events, freshman enjoyed introduction to MIT overall

By Maiko Kitaoka

Although Rush and Recruitment are 
continuing around campus, orientation 
and Residence Exploration (REX) events 
are officially over. How has it been?

For the past week, freshmen have heard 
from professors, administrators, orienta-
tion leaders, and upperclassmen about life 
at MIT. As with Campus Preview Weekend, 
free food and introductions abounded all 
over campus. Incoming freshmen were 
given The Hitchhiker’s Guide to MIT Orien-
tation 2016 at check-in, describing several 
events awaiting the new students. Mean-
while, each residence prepared its own 
events to promote its unique culture and 
lure freshmen participating in the First-Year 
Residence Exchange. From President Reif’s 
Convocation to the freshman photo, orien-
tation was a busy week for freshmen.

Typical of first days at a new school, 
freshmen began to bond and find friends. 
While orientation groups provided a base 
for friends, informal interviews with a num-
ber of freshmen revealed disappointment 
at being chained to their groups. .

The variety of orientation events had 
mixed reviews — The Tech Theatre, Sex 
Signals, and Diversity sessions were con-

sidered successes, mostly. Margaret G. Guo 
’16, commented that the Diversity session 
“helped bridge the gaps between people 
and allowed you to get closer to people you 
normally wouldn’t.” 

The meaning of sexual consent pre-
sented in the Tech Theatre and Sex Signals 
skits were met with laughs, though some 
freshmen found the material redundant. 
Since the incoming 2016s were required to 
complete the Student Success Sexual As-
sault Prevention Program over the summer 
before arriving on campus, many had seen 
the information before. 

Lakshmipriya Subbaraj ’16, said that the 
Sex Signals session was “a funnier version 
of the online video, but with the exact same 
material.”

Likewise, the Core Blitz session was 
almost identical to the videos posted on 
the Class of 2016 website. Many students 

mentioned that they left Core Blitz before 
the end of the presentations or didn’t go at 
all, favoring REX events (or sleep) instead. 
Rather than just a PowerPoint presenta-
tion from each professor, a professor panel 
where students could ask any lingering 
questions might have made the event more 
interactive and helpful to students, consid-
ering that most had already watched the 
online videos before arriving on campus. 

In contrast, the Academic Expo and Ac-
tivities Midway were huge successes, and 
the Johnson Ice Rink was packed full of 
freshmen asking questions about depart-
ments, programs, or student organizations 
they found interesting as they received free 
swag from every booth.

One new event for this year was called 
“By Students, for Students: Conquering 
MIT,” where six current upperclassmen 
told their stories, concentrating on some 
common issues students face as they tran-
sition into MIT, such as illness, stress, and 
loneliness, among others. After listening to 
the speakers, freshmen met with their ori-
entation leaders and had discussions with 
a representative from MIT Medical. Many 
freshmen in the orange orientation group 
found this session to be helpful in pointing 
out the different student resources avail-

able, such as Student Support Services (S3) 
and MIT Medical. A number of suggestions 
were made to improve the event for next 
year, such as allowing listeners to ask about 
the speakers’ experiences.

As for the REX events, the highlights 
seemed to be Baker House and East Side 
parties. Baker projected its music to the 
rest of campus, and the East Campus court-
yard was filled with hand-built rides for the 
frosh. Both had their respective parties on 
Monday, Aug. 27. While several freshmen 
attended both, the overwhelming response 
favored East Campus. Baker’s Skyline Party 
was described afterwards as boring since 
not many people were there. Everyone 
seemed to be at the East Side party instead. 
However, some attendees thought Baker’s 
party was still a highlight of REX. According 
to the Skyline Party’s description, it is the 
“largest party of REX,” since “over 500 fresh-
men attended last year.” Perhaps the lack-
luster response from Baker’s party resulted 
from its being scheduled on the same day 
and at the same time as the East Side party.

All in all, freshmen are enjoying their 
last few days before classes after a week of 
orientation and REX events, getting text-
books, finding their way around campus, 
and meeting new people!

It’s all greek to me

Choices, choices
Deciding which sorority to join is a holistic process

By Katherine Chasins

“It’s All Greek To Me” tells the individual 
stories of MIT sorority girls. Check in every 
Tuesday to hear a new voice. Katherine Cha-
sins is a junior in Courses 2-A and 15 and the 
vice president of public relations for the Pan-
hellenic Association.

The reason one chooses to become a 
part of a sorority is hard to define and even 
harder to describe. It is the result of per-
sonal conversations and experiences, the 
effect of stories that have been shared with 
you, and the impact of individual members 
you have met. Each sorority on our campus 
is unique, has different things to offer, and 
will be the best fit for different girls.

All of this is very vague though, and 
when it was told to me my freshman year , I 
did not entirely believe it. I had no concept 
of how I would be able to distinguish which 
was truly best for me. Unfortunately, there 
is no formula. I couldn’t just consider vari-
ables A, B, and C, rank their significance, 
assess each variable at each sorority, and 
then know for certain which sorority would 
be the perfect fit. That formulaic process is 
what I wanted, but joining a sorority does 
not work that way. The most sisters, the low-
est dues, the biggest house — none of those 
easily definable qualities have any effect on 
what is most important in a sorority: the 
sisterhood.

Instead I had to experience the recruit-

ment process, which is at the same time 
wonderful, exciting, and sometimes over-
whelming. The week was structured to give 
all potential sorority members a fair chance 
to explore every sorority by meeting sisters 
and taking house tours. As I progressed 
through it, I found myself making my de-
cision in many ways with many things in 
mind — my personal values, what I wanted 
out of a sorority, and how I saw myself de-
veloping in each sorority during my time at 
MIT. I looked around at the women in each 
sorority and found something to admire 
in all of them — sincerity, passion, incred-
ible academic achievement, and so much 
more. 

But there is a difference between admi-
ration and aspiration, and when I looked at 
the women I met in what would end up be-
ing my sorority, they were the ones I truly 
wanted to emulate, though I did still have 
enormous amounts of respect and admira-
tion for every other woman I had met. But 
still I was not entirely, whole-heartedly con-
vinced that I was correct in choosing that 
sorority.

There is a story that is sometimes repeat-
ed during recruitment as a way of helping 
girls decide which sorority is best for them, 
and it is one that I was told when I was in 
that final stage of the decision making pro-
cess, unsure if the choice I was making was 
correct. It goes something like this: “The 
sorority you have become a member of is 
having a formal event. Everyone has been 
instructed to wear white dresses and to be 
exactly on time. You are running a little late, 
and as you grab a bite to eat before you go, 
you spill tomato sauce all over the front of 
your white dress and have no time to fix it. 
You have to walk into that room full of pris-
tine white dresses with tomato sauce all 
over you. Which group of women do you 
want waiting for you inside that room?”

When I considered this question, I never 
felt that any of the sororities I was consider-
ing would judge me or be cruel to me if that 
were to happen; I think that all MIT soror-
ity women are better than that. However, I 
could envision them reacting in different 
ways. Some I could see passing it off as if 
nothing had happened; others I imagined 
rushing to take care of me, asking what had 
happened and offering to help fix my dress. 
But when I envisioned the reactions of the 
girls who would end up being my sisters, I 
saw them laughing with me, teasing me for 
being clumsy. And it might sound strange 
to others that those were the girls I wanted 
to make my sisters, but for me that would 

be the perfect reaction. I wanted to find 
girls whom I could be close to in that way 
— close enough that they could laugh and 
make jokes so that I wouldn’t take myself 
too seriously, because that ability to make 
light of an uncomfortable situation was 
something I needed. Most importantly, and 
what finally persuaded me that I was mak-
ing the correct decision, was that when I 
envisioned them reacting this way, it did 
not at all seem poorly intended, because I 
was so convinced of their love for me that I 
would never doubt it.

Luckily for me, I have remained equally 
as convinced of their love every day since 
then. I made the right decision because I 
made it for myself, and I couldn’t be hap-
pier. Making the right choice can seem re-
ally hard, and each person will have a dif-
ferent decision and different reasoning, but 
I hope the girls going through recruitment 
today can learn something from my story 
and find the same happiness that I feel so 
lucky to have found.

As for the REX events, 
the highlights seemed 
to be Baker House and 
East Side parties.

I found myself making 
my decision in many 
ways with many 
things in mind.

That ability to 
make light of an 
uncomfortable situation 
was something I 
needed.

Have a burning 
desire to see these 
teams battle it out? 

In person?!

Join The Tech!
sports@tech.mit.edu vs
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SATURDAY STUMPER   by Anna Stiga
Solution, page 12

ACROSS
1 Victor at Actium
8 Homeland Security 

responsibility
15 Devoted
16 Shakespeare’s “primrose 

path” speaker
17 Can’t leave well enough 

alone
18 Wash cycle
19 It means “green”
20 They’re almost perfect
21 Mars, for one
26 “Birthplace of 

Democracy”
30 Hopeful
33 Ceiling, for short
34 Oceans, for instance
35 Expression of outrage 

against the powerful
39 TV debut of 2000
40 Uses heated air or 

pediculicide on
41 Is acting boss
46 Military tactic
50 Georgia county named for 

a Declaration signer
53 Sharp left?
54 Be apprehensive
55 Ball of wax
59 Orajel alternative
60 Indirect
61 Offers formally
62 Easy group

DOWN
1 Order of the __ Eagle 

(Mexican medal)
2 Berkshire Hathaway 

company
3 Wouldn’t shut up
4 Kind
5 Author who influenced 

Verne
6 Brita rival
7 Shrek beast
8 ‘80s best-selling science 

book
9 Poker activity
10 Slugfest souvenir
11 Term

12 First successful American 
automaker

13 Metaphorical 
entanglement

14 Remarks
20 “If you done it, it __ 

bragging”: Whitman
22 Legitimate
23 Peut-__ (perhaps: Fr.)
24 Blacken
25 __ place
27 Cosmetics oil source
28 Situation
29 Item of the past
30 Mischievous
31 Average
32 It’s handled in a nursery 

rhyme
35 Civil War-era nickname
36 Cosmetics oil source
37 Starch source
38 Stage director’s concern
40 Skilled
42 Infernal
43 Forrest Gump Oscar 

nominee

44 Wonder Woman’s beau
45 They may be boutiques
47 Operation __ Freedom 

(2003-2011 conflict)
48 Place
49 Where planes meet
50 Focus of a 2008 cheating 

scandal
51 Table __
52 Novel identifier
55 Emergency message
56 TV debut of ‘72
57 Snap, Crackle, or Pop
58 Moment

by Ryan North
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 13

4
6 3 8

9 8 2
7 4 1 3 6
1 8 6 7 9 2
3 9 6 5 4

3 5 9
5 3 1

9

Techdoku
Solution, page 13

120× 2× 9+

6× 16+

1− 7+ 60×

5× 8×

3 120× 6×

24× 1

[1102] Fastest-Growing

I lead a small but extraordinarily persuasive religion whose only members are door-to-door proselytizers from other faiths.

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

by Jorge Cham
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Platforms seek to bring online education to world
MIT and Harvard spearhead edX, while Udacity and Coursera have ties to Stanford

Most of the videos, which tend 
to be around 10–15 minutes long, 
are on YouTube, with the exception 
of the Computer Science section, 
which contains integrated coding. 

The instruction is oriented to-
ward the casual learner as a sup-

plement to traditional classroom 
learning. The videos have practice 
problems with hints and solutions, 
and there are no “exams” like in edX 
or Udacity. Users can earn badges 
based on their time spent on the 
site and how many assignments 
they have completed. Students have 
individual profiles, which allows 

teachers, coaches, and the students 
themselves to view summarized 
performance and achievement data. 
There are also forums that foster col-
laboration between students. 

UDACITY
Udacity is an organization found-

ed in 2011 by Stanford researchers 

David Stavens and Mike Sokolsky, 
and Google VP and former Stanford 
professor Sebastian Thrun, with the 
goal of “democratizing” education. 

The idea began last year when 
Thrun, then a Stanford professor, of-
fered his artificial intelligence class 
online so it could reach a broader 
audience. This audience would 
grow to over 160,000 students from 
190 countries who enrolled in what 
would become Udacity’s first class.

The organization, which is fund-
ed by Charles River Ventures and 
$300,000 of Thrun’s own money, will 
offer 14 STEM courses this fall in top-
ics including algorithms, building 
a web browser, and cryptography. 
It currently has around 112,000 “ac-
tive” students and instructors, with 
739,000 total registrants. Instruction 
is offered in the form of free courses 
consisting of short, close-captioned 
video lectures by university profes-
sors, supplemented by quizzes and 
homework. Students can enroll in a 
course anytime after its launch, and 
all course content can be completed 
at the student’s pace. 

Udacity has a unique system of 
certifications. Upon completion of 
a course, students received a cer-
tificate of achievement signed by the 
instructor, with levels ranging from 
“Completion” to “Accomplishment 
with Highest Distinction.” In some 

courses, students can pay a fee — 
currently $89 for CS101 — to take a 
proctored exam at one of 4,500 test-
ing centers to receive a certificate 
that can allow the student to “receive 
credit from employers, universities, 
and schools,” according to an Au-
gust post on the Udacity blog. There 
are also secure, online examinations 
planned for the future.

Additionally, according to its 
FAQ page, Udacity also partners with 
over 20 technology companies, with 
the aim of introducing students to 
potential employers.

COURSERA
Coursera was also founded by 

Stanford affiliates, computer science 
professors Andrew Ng and Daphne 
Koller, and is “committed to making 
the best education in the world free-
ly available to any person who seeks 
it,” according to its website. It is a for-
profit company, though it currently 
does not generate any revenue. 

Coursera was launched shortly 
after Udacity, and offers courses 
from 16 universities, including Stan-
ford, Princeton, and Caltech, but 
also universities in Scotland, In-
dia, Canada, and Switzerland. The 
courses contain video lectures by 
university professors, often weekly, 
and offer interactive exercises, quiz-
zes and peer-graded essays to rein-
force knowledge, helping students to 
“master the material.”

The company, which currently 
has a team of 20 people, is funded 
by several venture capital firms and 
investments from Caltech and the 
University of Pennsylvania, both 
partner institutions. Over 100 cours-
es will be offered in Fall 2012, and the 
University of Washington will pro-
vide credit for its courses, which will 
feature enhanced communication 
with the instructor and monitored 
exams. There will also be a fee for 
the certificates of for-credit courses, 
according to an article by The Se-
attle Times. Coursera currently has 
around 680,000 students, mostly 
outside the U.S. Its courses are free, 
but backer John Doerr stated in a 
Times article that “learners should 
‘opt in’ for valuable, premium ser-
vices,” which will generate revenue 
for the company. 

edX
EdX, unlike the other organiza-

tions, is a venture spearheaded by 
universities themselves — not indi-
vidual entrepreneurs and professors 
— and was conceived as a platform 
to provide an MIT-calibre educa-
tion to anyone who wants it. EdX, 
announced in May, grew out of the 
MITx initiative — the brainchild of 
MIT President L. Rafael Reif (then 
MIT’s provost) and Professor An-
ant Agarwal. It was branded as an 
open platform that other universi-
ties could join and leverage for their 
own residential education purposes. 
Since its inception, the University 
of California, Berkeley has become 
a part of the venture. Each member 
institution labels edX courses un-
der their own names, e.g. HarvardX, 
BerkeleyX, and MITx, and all three 
will be offering courses this fall. 
6.002x, a circuits and electronics 
course offered by MIT and taught 
by Agarwal, was MITx’s first proto-
type course and has already seen 
its first class graduate. Over 150,000 
users from around the world signed 
up, and slightly over 7,000 passed 
the course and earned a certificate. 
EdX is financed mostly by its mem-
ber institutions — Harvard and MIT 
have committed $30 million each so 
far. Courses and certifications are 
currently free, but edX has plans 
to begin charging for more robust 
types of certification in the future. 
In any case, edX officials have said 
the course content will be free to 
users who just want to browse. Like 
its competitors, edX may eventually 
seek revenue through partnerships 
with private employers, connecting 
high-performing and certified stu-
dents to suitable jobs.

Universities
Offers courses from MIT, Har-
vard, UC Berkeley

initial coUrse laUnch
September 2012

origin
Grew out of MITx’s first course, 
Circuits and Electronics, 
launched in March 2012

registrants
Circuits and Electronics attracted 
155,000 registrants

coUrses offered
Will offer 7 initial courses, 5 of 
which are in computer science or 
electrical engineering

foUnders
Founded by MIT and Harvard as 
a not-for-profit

Universities
Offers courses from Stanford, Princeton, 
Johns Hopkins, UPenn, Caltech, U. of Toronto, 
UMich, UVA, Georgia Tech, UCSF, U. of 
Washington, U. of Illinois, Duke, Rice, Ecole 
Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne, U. of 
Edinburgh

initial coUrse laUnch
March 2012

origin
Grew out of Stanford’s Machine Learning 
and Introduction to Databases, launched in 
October 2011

registrants
More than 1.2 million

coUrses offered
Offers more than 100 courses, about half of 
which are in computer science

foUnders
Founded by Stanford computer science 
professors

Universities
Offers courses from indi-
vidual professors rather than 
university backers

initial coUrse laUnch
February 2012

origin
Grew out of Stanford’s Intro-
duction to AI, launched in 
October 2011

registrants
More than 739,000

coUrses offered
Offers 14 courses, 11 of which 
are in computer science

foUnders
Founded by Stanford com-
puter science professor

Education, from Page 1

Infographic by Leon lin and Anthony yu 
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Christopher A. Maynor
Staff Photographer

One of the many metal plates 
in the sculpture in the MIT Chapel 
sculpted by Italian-born artist Harry 
Bertoia is angled just so, reflecting 
bright evening light into the lens while 
the others dimly radiate a soft glow in 
other directions. 

Institute Double Take

Aperture: 
ƒ/1.4

Exposure Time: 
1/250 sec.

Sensitivity: 
ISO 800

Effective Focal Length: 
24 mm

Are you a font fiend? Do you like making presentations shine? 

Th e Production Department of Th e Tech might be just the place for you!

We’re looking for people to help us design infographics to highlight writers’ content!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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Milk Street Cafe is happy to help you  

plan ahead for the fall semester!

place 4 catering orders by september 14th  

to receive 20% off your largest order*  

please mention
mention promopromo code fall12

*Orders must be placed by September 14th for delivery through December 21st, 2012.  
May not be combined with other promotional offers or discounts. Discount may not exceed $100 
and will be applied to the fourth order.  Limit one per customer.

Tuesday, Sept. 4

5 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Reception Under the Stars ($, 
21+) [Hayden Library]

This cocktail reception co-host-
ed by the MIT Graduate Student 
Council and the MIT libraries is a 
chance to pull out your party dress-
es, feast on hors d’oeuvres, and sip 
on a glass of wine while surrounded 
by great works of literature. Guests 
can explore the library or head out 
to the courtyard to chat below the 
stars. *The event is open to spouses 
& partners but is not suitable for 
children. *Alcohol and admission 
require a 21+ photo ID (U.S. issued 
ID or passport). *A ticket must be 
purchased at the Info Booth prior 

to the event. *Ticket price: $7 MIT 
*Business casual required.

Wednesday, Sept. 5

6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

GSC Dinner & Open House 
[Morss Hall]

Come meet-and-greet leaders 
of the Graduate Student Council 
(GSC) and get the inside scoop for 
the upcoming year while enjoying 
a fantastic dinner and free drinks! 
In addition to great company, this 
open house will feature manned 
stations, each dedicated to discuss-
ing a certain aspect of the GSC mis-
sion. GSC programs and initiatives, 
like graduate student orientation, 
rely on the dedication and involve-
ment of graduate students. This is a 
great opportunity to consider how 
you can get involved! *The event is 
open to spouses & partners but is 
not suitable for children. *Admis-
sion open to all. Alcohol requires 
a 21+ photo ID (U.S. issued ID or 
passport).

8 p.m. – 1 a.m.

Pub Crawl (21+) [Thirsty Ear 
Pub]

There’s more to being a grad stu-
dent at MIT than labs and classes. 
This is your chance to explore the 
pubs and night spots around Cam-
bridge while you get to know other 
new and senior MIT grad students. 
*The event is open to spouses & 
partners but is not suitable for chil-
dren. *Alcohol and admission re-
quire a 21+ photo ID (U.S. issued ID 
or passport). *Some bars are cash 
only.

Thursday, Sept. 6

5 p.m – 7 p.m.

Spouses & Partners Happy 
Hour (21+) [Champions Sports 
Bar]

6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Diversity & Minority Network-
ing Social [Black Student Union]

The MIT Office of the Dean for 
Graduate Education (ODGE) and 
the Graduate Student Council in-
vite you to the annual Graduate 
Welcome Event for minority stu-
dents. This is your opportunity to 
meet new grad students and re-
connect with old friends as well as 
familiarize yourself with the ODGE 
and GSC resources. Hors d’oeuvres 
will be served. *This event is open to 
spouses and partners.

Contact the O�ce of Minority Education for more info | Room 4-107 | 617.253.5010 | web.mit.edu/ome/

Salary
Undergraduates $16/hour

Graduate Students $18/hour
Research Scientists/Post Docs Negotiable

Need Extra Cash?
Aced Your Classes?

Like Helping People?
Provide Tutoring

through

Tutorial Services (TSR)

Serve as a Facilitator
for

Seminar XL

ome.mit.edu

2012 Nick Edlund 
312 East Street, West Bridgewater, MA 02379 
V: 508.586.6488
E: nick.n.edlund@gmail.com
W: edlund-design.com

EDLUND DESIGN#: ED12_MIT01
Publication:  THE TECH

Size:  1/4 page (8” x 6”) – 

Run Dates:    Aug 28, Aug 31, Sept 4 (two Orientation 
issues and the Welcome Back issue).

Grad Orientation
Grad events from September 4 - 6 

Know 
something 

important we 
should write 

about?

(We probably 
don’t know 

about it.)

Let us know.

news@tech.mit.edu
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ATM_CTB_P2_2539_MIT_O.indd 8-27-2012 11:30 AMSaved at NonePrinted At Client  AT&T
Media Type  Newsprint
Live  None
Trim  10” x 16”
Bleed  None
Job Title  2012 Northeast BTS - CTB
Pubs  MIT Tech
Ad Code None

DEPARTMENT:

APPROVAL:

Art Director Copywriter Acct. Manager Studio Artist Proofreader Traffic Production

Addl. Notes:  None

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Limited-time offer. Motorola Atrix HD requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Beginning July 15, 2012, through November 2, 2012, customers can receive a free Vehicle Navigation Dock 
(SKU4034A) with the purchase of a Motorola Atrix HD at the 2-year pricing. Offer ends 11/2/12. Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result 
in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Mobile hotspot requires DataPro 5GB plan and a compatible device. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically 
be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a 
gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Monthly discount: Service discount applies only to the monthly service charge of qualified plans 
and not to any other charges. Available only to qualified students and employees of colleges/universities with a qualified business agreement. Other service discount qualification requirements may apply. Restrictions, other terms, and conditions apply. See 
store for details. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images simulated. All other marks used herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

1.866.MOBILITY ATT.COM/Wireless Visit a Store

FREE Vehicle Navigation Dock when
you purchase a MOTOROLA ATRIX™ HD. 

Make school just a bit 
easier to navigate.

Get directions for 
the road and to class 
with the speed of 
AT&T 4G LTE.

Mention FAN #2941588 or visit att.com/wireless/mit
to learn more about discounts on qualifi ed charges.MIT students

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

MOTOROLA ATRIX™ HD
Provides turn-by-turn voice and

on-screen driving directions
Mobile hotspot-capable
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Solution to Crossword
from page 6

After $20 mil sale in 2006, Reddit sees great success
Mostly left alone by parent company, Reddit operates autonomously and flourishes

serves up more than three billion 
page views a month.

With its basic graphics, endless 
links and discussions, Reddit can 
seem like peering into a bowl of spa-
ghetti, but it has surpassed better-
known aggregating sites like Digg 
to become a force on the Web. Oc-
casionally, as in the instance of the 
Colorado shootings, it takes control 
of a news story early. Built on open-
source software and guided by the 
ethos of its community, estimated 
by Quantcast to be 20 million users 
a month, it is a classic Web start-up 
in which opportunity seems mixed 
with barely controlled anarchy.

So who are the silky venture cap-
italists or young lions of Valley tech-
nology who own this vast unruly 
kingdom? That would be Advance 
Publications, the home of Condé 
Nast, the magazine company that 
bought Reddit back in 2006 for a re-
ported $20 million. That kind of deal 

is usually a signal that a ritual sac-
rifice was about to begin in which a 
clueless old media company snaps 
up a hot Web property and proceeds 
to squeeze the life out of what it just 
bought.

But that is not what happened. 
Steve Newhouse, the chairman of 
Advance.net, decided very early on 
that his company would not be the 
blob that ate Reddit, and for the 
most part, left well enough alone. 
“We had some ideas about what 
would be good, but it might not 
have worked,” Mr. Newhouse said. 
“We paid attention to the commu-
nity instead.”

Its two founders, Steve Huffman 
and Alexis Ohanian, stayed on after 
the sale for three years — a feat unto 
itself. And when it became clear that 
Reddit was hamstrung in competi-
tion for leadership and engineers 
as part of Condé Nast, the company 
was spun out as an operationally in-
dependent subsidiary in 2011.

During that time, it threatened 
to become an also-ran in the what-

have-you-done-for-me-lately world 
of social media. Then Digg, which 
had been the leader among com-
munities formed around the aggre-
gation of links, made some poorly 
received changes and users fled to 
Reddit.

“Strategically, what they have 
done should be a model of how to 
create and support a virtual start-
up within a larger corporation,” said 
Anil Dash, a writer and entrepre-
neur in digital realms. “Condé gave 
it enough rope and left the people 
there to their own devices. I don’t 

know whether it was a brilliant strat-
egy or accidental neglect, but the 
founders did not leave, the commu-
nity stayed intact, and the site grew 
beyond anybody’s expectations.”

In the context of a company that 
owns Vogue and The New Yorker, 
Reddit is a deeply weird place. Links 
are voted up or down by a com-
munity that is full of pseudonyms, 
which has the odd effect of prompt-
ing users to be very intimate and re-
markably candid, albeit as avatars. 
The community is chiefly young, 
male and extremely wired. It can be 
a casually misogynistic place, and 
the site has all the retro graphic ap-
peal of Craigslist, which is to say, not 
much.

Reddit is not an exception to 
every rule in the digital world. Like 
many digital media companies, it 
has a big audience and minuscule 
revenue. Bob Sauerberg, president 
of Condé Nast and a member of the 
board of the independent company, 
says that is fine by him.

“We think it has huge poten-

tial and we want to make sure that 
we scale that,” he said. “There will 
be ample opportunity to monetize 
what they have built as it grows, and 
it will be a very big business.”

In the spring, Advance hired Yis-
han Wong, a former software engi-
neer at Facebook and engineering 
manager at PayPal, as the chief ex-
ecutive — an unconventional choice 
because he had little executive man-
agement experience. And Mr. Oha-
nian came back as a board member, 
yet another odd circumstance.

“When we sold the site, I ended 
up with a life-changing — at least 
for me — amount of money, and 
I thought the least I could do was 
make good on my end of it, so I 
knew I would stay for the life of the 
contract,” he said. “We’d have quar-
terly meetings with Steve, but for the 
most part, Steve just seemed to think 
that if we were able to start the com-
pany on $12,000, that we probably 
wouldn’t screw it up.”

It can make for some jarring jux-
tapositions. Advance is a privately 
held company that keeps a tight rein 
on information of all sorts, yet Red-
dit is built on open-source software 
free for the taking or tweaking. The 
site has harnessed user energy and 
creativity to self-police the forums 
and grow in all sorts of unpredict-
able directions. It is, in media terms, 
about as far away from the glossy 
editorial values of Condé Nast as you 
can get.

“We ran into some annoying hu-
man resources bureaucracy when 
we tried to hire people, but we run 
lean and don’t make a lot of hires, 
so that didn’t come up a lot,” Mr. 
Ohanian said. “For the most part, 
we were given a ludicrous level of 
autonomy. You have to give them 
credit where credit is due.”

NEXT DEADLINE 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2012
All current MIT students, staff and faculty are invited to 
apply for grants to support art related projects.

arts.mit.edu/about/camit/camit-grants/

THE COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS AT MIT
GRANTS PROGRAM

Reddit, from Page 1

During that time, 
it threatened to 
become an also-ran 
in the what-have-
you-done-for-me-
lately world of 
social media.
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Excellence, Integrity & Caring in Dentistry Since 1974

617-227-4924  •  www.boston-dentist.com  •  25 New Chardon Street, Boston, MA 02114

&KrAft
AssociAtes

Apply a little science
to your smile

Most adults who want straighter teeth shy away from wearing uncomfortable and 

unattractive metal braces. But how do you achieve a more attractive smile, quickly and

without enduring a mouth lined with metal? Invisalign clear braces! Kraft & Associates is

dedicated to providing beautiful smiles and lasting oral health and has

been named an Invisalign Premier Preferred Provider. Contact our 

Government Center office before October 30, 2012 to receive a free 

Invisalign consultation, a free professional tooth whitening, and $1,000

off the full case fee. Save up to $1,500!

Clear

Removeable
Comfortable

with Invisalign clear braces®

®

®

®

ROW FOR MIT! 
 

 
 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
 

Become a DI varsity athlete in the ultimate team sport! 
 

COME TO THE PIERCE BOATHOUSE (W8): 
 

THUR, AUG. 30th @ 4:00 PM – BOATHOUSE BBQ 
and/or 

WED, SEP. 5th @ 5:30 PM – INFO. MEETING 
 

For more information please contact: 
acbooth@mit.edu 

Solution to Sudoku
from page 7

8 2 1 5 6 4 3 7 9
5 6 7 2 9 3 4 8 1
4 3 9 7 8 1 2 6 5
7 4 5 1 2 9 8 3 6
1 8 6 4 3 5 7 9 2
3 9 2 8 7 6 1 5 4
2 1 3 6 5 7 9 4 8
9 5 8 3 4 2 6 1 7
6 7 4 9 1 8 5 2 3

Solution to Techdoku
from page 7

4 6 5 1 2 3
1 3 2 4 5 6
6 2 1 3 4 5
5 1 6 2 3 4
3 5 4 6 1 2
2 4 3 5 6 1

10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday 
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988

T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

Do you wish your 
sport was covered?

sports@tech.mit.edu

Hello, Athletes, look at the sports 
page, now back to you, now back 
to the sports page, now back to 
you. Sadly, your sport isn’t there, 
but if you started writing for The 
Tech, it could be. Look down, back 
up, where are you? You’re on the 
front page. Anything is possible 
when you write for The Tech. 
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Ballroom Dance Team
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Latin night!  Lobby 13
Tuesday, September 4

7:30 pm  Rumba
8:30 pm  Swing

Ballroom night! Lobby 13
Thursday, September 6

7:30 pm  Foxtrot
8:30 pm  Waltz

9:30 pm  Free Ice Cream!

Team Match! Sala de Puerto Rico
Saturday, September 8

1:00pm – 5:00 pm   Cha Cha,
Team Match, and FREE PIZZA

No auditions! 

No partner necessary!

Just come, dance, 

and have fun!

We’ll teach you how to dance!

ballroom.mit.edu

Philosophy
Political Science
Psychology
Public Policy
Regional Studies
   African & African Diaspora
   Asian & Asian Diaspora
   Latin American & Latino
   Middle Eastern
   Russian & Eurasian
Science, Technology, and Society
Theater Arts
Urban Studies & Planning
Women’s & Gender Studies
Writing

Art, Culture, & Technology
Ancient & Medieval Studies
Anthropology
Applied International Studies
Comparative Media Studies
Economics
Foreign Languages
  Chinese, French, German,
  Japanese, Spanish
History
History of Architecture & Art
International Development 
Linguistics
Literature
Music

Minor in one of 30+ HASS fields.

By adding 2 or 3 subjects to your required HASS Concentration,  
you can build a 6-subject minor that allows you to explore your 
field of choice in greater depth.  Each year hundreds of MIT students 
decide to minor in the Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences.

STILL THIRSTY?

shass.mit.edu/undergraduate/minorsgreat ideas change the world
SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES, ARTS, & SOCIAL SCIENCES

Photo: Terry Shuck

This space donated by The Tech
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Textbooks cost $1137 on average
BIGWORDS.com saves about 90%

(that’s $1,000 you just made)

Two others from Burton-Conner 
House and Maseeh Hall were pro-
moted from their previous position 
of Residential Life Associate (RLA), 
a role that was phased out at the 
end of the previous academic year 
as part of the RLAD implementa-
tion. Last week, however, The Tech 
learned that the former MacGregor 
RLAD is no longer employed by 
MIT. Humphreys said that he hopes 
to find a new person for the position 
as quickly as possible.

The RLADs will be living in the 
dorms in apartment spaces previ-
ously dedicated to RLAs. In dorms 
where these spaces do not exist, 
notably in MacGregor and New 
House, renovations are being made 
to consolidate rooms to make these 
apartment spaces. The construc-
tion of these apartments does not 
displace any students. Humphreys 
said that work on the New House 
space has already started, while the 
location for the MacGregor RLAD 
apartment has yet to be finalized.

According to Humphreys, the 
housemasters of the remaining 
dormitories — Baker House, Bexley 
House, East Campus, Random Hall, 
and Senior House — will meet with 
their respective communities about 
their RLADs in the early fall.

Berkeley joins edX
On July 24, University of Cali-

fornia, Berkeley joined edX — the 
online education venture started 
by MIT and Harvard University — 
and will offer two online classes 
this fall, adding to the five existing 
classes already on edX. In total, edX 
will contain seven classes this fall, 
including BerkeleyX courses “Soft-
ware as a Service” and “Artificial 
Intelligence.”

Chancellor Robert J. Birgeneau 
of Berkeley — also former dean of 
science at MIT — said that many 
people at the institution, from se-
nior leadership members to faculty, 
have been thinking about internet 
education for the last couple of 
years. “When Rafael announced 
MITx and the edX partnership with 
Harvard, we looked at their mission 
statement and we got very excited 
about edX,” said Birgeneau, refer-
ring to MIT’s President L. Rafael 
Reif. “I called up Rafael and ended 
up having a conversation with him 
about Berkeley joining them, since 

their vision for online education 
was consonant with ours.”

Both MIT and Berkeley leaders 
have said that the development of 
massive open online courses will 
not only help spread education 
globally, but will also enhance on-
campus education at universities. 
MIT Chancellor Eric L. Grimson 
PhD ’80 said the Institute plans to 
engage in a variety of experiments 
to improve on-campus education, 
ranging from “flipped classrooms” 
— in which teachers guide interac-
tive activities in class while students 
are instructed by online videos out-
side of class — to online “immedi-
ate student assessment and feed-
back” and discussion groups.

As the founding universities of 
edX, MIT and Harvard both con-
tributed $30 million toward the 
project. At this time, Berkeley will 
not be matching this contribution, 
but will lead the to-be-formed “X 
Universities” consortium.

Courses offered in the fall in-
clude 6.002x Circuits and Electron-
ics (MITx) and PH207x Health in 
Numbers (HarvardX). 6.002x was a 
pilot course launched by MITx in 
December 2011, with over 150,000 
people registered worldwide for the 
initial offering.

Mass. Ave. construction on 
hiatus

Thailand Cafe and All Asia may 
be here to stay for a while. On Aug. 
6, Cambridge City Council chose 
not to take action on the zoning 
petition which would approve 
construction of a new life sciences 
building for Millennium Pharma-
ceuticals at 300 Massachusetts Ave-
nue, displacing the two venues. The 
building would occupy the block 
immediately north of Random Hall, 
directly in front of Star Market. For-
est City and MIT, the developers of 
University Park (the area in which 
the building would lie) are expected 
to refile the petition in September. 
It will not be voted on again until 
October or November. Cambridge 
residents had previously opposed 
the zoning petition approval, ques-
tioning why the building should 
be allowed to exceed agreed-upon 
height limits that were written into 
zoning.

For the time being, Random Hall 
residents can look forward to a fall 
semester without massive demoli-
tion on their block, but this could 
easily change.

Plans for Novartis park 
approved

Students passing by Novartis at 
their new campus sitting between 
three buildings at 181—211 Mas-
sachusetts Avenue will be able to 
pass through the future lush green 
courtyard seven days a week.

On July 17, the Cambridge Plan-
ning Board reviewed Novartis’ 
plans for fencing its public access 

courtyard at the new Novartis cam-
pus and rejected the plans due to 

concerns over the courtyard se-
curity, requiring Novartis to come 
back with a new proposal. Novartis 
agreed to keep the courtyard open 
in response to requests and feed-
back from the Cambridge Planning 
Board. 

The new Novartis campus on 
the east side of Massachusetts Av-
enue will be 50 percent devoted 
to a public green courtyard, as a 
condition of the zoning petition 
that allows some parts of the new 
campus to reach 125 feet in height, 
as well as other miscellaneous zon-
ing relief.

The new campus is currently 
under construction and is expected 

to be finished next year.

MIT files amicus brief in 
Fisher v. University of Texas

In mid-August, MIT and 13 peer 
institutions filed an amicus curiae 
brief before the Supreme Court of 
the United States in Fisher v. Uni-
versity of Texas, supporting the re-
spondent University of Texas in the 
view that race could be used as one 
of many factors in a holistic admis-
sions process. The brief highlighted 
the importance of diversity in col-
lege admissions, warning that “a 
decision questioning or repudiat-
ing the principles in [Grutter v. Bol-
linger] could significantly impair 
[their] ability to achieve their edu-
cational missions.”

Fisher v. University of Texas was 
brought before the U.S. District 
Court in 2008 by Abigail N. Fisher, 
a white applicant who claimed the 
University of Texas at Austin’s ad-
missions policy unconstitutional 
after being denied admission. The 
district court upheld the univer-
sity’s decision, citing the 2003 case 
Grutter v. Bollinger, in which the 
Supreme Court upheld the affirma-
tive action admissions policy of the 
University of Michigan Law School 
in a 5-4 vote. Fisher has since then 
brought her case to the Supreme 
Court, where it will be decided by 
an eight-member Court on Oct. 
10, 2012. Because Justice Elena Ka-
gan — who had previously played 
some role in the case as a U.S. so-
licitor general — withdrew from the 
case, according to SCOTUSblog, it 
is possible the Supreme Court de-
cision could come to a 4-4 ruling, 
which would uphold the University 
of Texas’ admissions policy.

Summaries compiled by 
Deborah Chen and Stanley Gill
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RLAD position stirs controversy, Berkeley joins edX
Novartis courtyard will remain open, construction on 300 Massachusetts Ave. on hiatus
Summer, from Page 1

In mid-August, MIT and 13 peer 
institutions filed an amicus curiae brief 
before the Supreme Court of the United 
States in Fisher v. University of Texas.

The remaining 
dorms will 
meet with their 
respective 
communities about 
their RLADs in the 
early fall.



S
Po

r
ts

 S
po

r
ts

 S
po

r
ts

 S
po

r
ts

 S
po

r
ts

 S
po

r
ts

 S
po

r
ts

 S
po

r
ts

 S
po

r
ts

 S
po

r
ts

 S
po

r
ts

 S
po

r
ts

16  The Tech� Tuesday, September 4, 2012

By Paul Dill
team coach

MIT Women’s Volleyball 
swept all four of its matches 
this past weekend to take 
the Regis Pride Invitational 
Championship. Kristine A. 
Bunker ’14 was named to the 
All-Tournament Team and 
Tatiana Berger ’14 was named 
the Tournament MVP.

MIT defeated Husson in 
their match of the tourna-
ment, 3-0, as 13 of the 16 MIT 
players that saw the floor 
registered at least one kill in 
the 25-16, 25-10, 25-13 win. 
Meryl E. Gibbs ’16 led all 
players with six kills, while 
Berger was instrumental 
in getting the team big kills 
when they needed them. 
Helping set up the offense, 
Nicole C. Gagnier ’15 and 
Alyssa L. Rothman ’13 com-
bined to hand out 19 assists. 
Katie K. Spielbauer ’13 led 
the Engineers with six digs, 
while Leonard added five of 
her own in the win.

After a slow start in their 
second match, the Engi-
neers dropped the first set 
before coming back to defeat 
Worcester State, 3-1 (18-25, 
25-15, 25-23, 25-15). Bunker 
posted a match-high 12 kills, 
while Trinity P. Leonard ’13 
chipped in with 11 of her own 
in the win. Jennifer L. Astra-
chan ’15 just missed dou-
ble-digit kills, adding nine 
kills. Gagnier ’15 dished out 
a match-high 36 assist and 

added five kills and four digs. 
Spielbauer ’13 paced the En-
gineers defense with 14 digs, 
while five MIT players com-
bined for seven total blocks.

MIT advanced to the 
Championship Match of the 
tournament with a 3-0 (25-
13, 25-15, 25-13) win over 
host Regis College in the 
semi-finals. Sharon S. Hao 
’14 was also instrumental 
for the win, playing with 
tremendous defense, good 
passing and five service aces.

In the tournament final, 
MIT needed four sets to dis-
pose of WPI as the Engineers 
took home the Pride Invita-
tional Championship with a 
3-1 win by set scores of 25-
14, 22-25, 25-18, 25-10. Bun-
ker notched a game-high 12 
kills and added four block 
assists to lead MIT. Berger 
and Astrachan added eight 
kills apiece while Gagnier 
handed out a game-high 38 
assists. Berger also added 
three service aces to go with 
10 digs for the Engineers.

Next weekend the Engi-
neers will travel to Chicago to 
play in the North Park Univer-
sity Invitational Tournament.

Akimitsu Hogge—The Tech

Scott A. Stephens ’14, in black, looks for a pass in the water polo game against Diablo Valley College 
in the Labor Day Invite on Sept. 1.  MIT lost to DVC 13-7 but defeated both Harvard and Yale earlier in the 
day, 19-7 and 23-7 respectively.

To become a member or for more information, visit us on campus, call, or go online:
•	MIT	Student	Center,	84	Mass	Ave.
•	 Technology	Square,	700	Technology	Sq.

•	Main	Phone:	617.253.2845
•	www.mitfcu.org
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Volleyball team 
wins 4 matches
Sweeps Regis Invitational

In the 
tournament 
final, MIT 
needed four 
sets to dispose 
of WPI.


