MIT’s Oldest and
Largest Newspaper

tech.mit.edu

[
_ Tegeseiil
Established 1881

Volume 132, Number 30

WEATHER, p. 2
WED: 84°F | 68°F
Chance of rain

3 THU:85°F | 70°F

/>~ Chance of rain
FRI: 89°F | 70°F
Mostly sunny

Wednesday, August 1, 2012

See article, page 16.

SOURCE: FOREST CITYZONIG PETITION/KLING STUBBINS
A new life sciences and office building at 300 Mass. Ave. next to Random Hall, to be occupied
by Millennium Pharmaceuticals, pictured above. The city council’s vote to approve the building was
postponed to Aug. 6. Some have opposed the proposal, citing the building’s height and lack of housing.

UC Berkeley joins ed X initiative
7 MI'x, HarvardX, BerkeleyX classes offered in fall 2012

By Stephanie Holden

ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

On July 24, University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley joined edX — the
online education venture started
by MIT and Harvard University
— and will offer online classes
in the fall. MIT has billed edX as
an open platform that universi-
ties can use to improve their on-
campus education and simulta-
neously make courses available
to worldwide audiences. There
are seven classes set to be offered
for fall 2012, including BerkeleyX
courses “Software as a Service”
and “Artificial Intelligence.

Berkeley professor Dan Klein

IN SHORT

Time to move! Summer housing
for students without a fall assign-
ment ends Aug. 12 and students
with a fall assignment can move
into their rooms Aug. 14 - 15. Early
returns can move in Aug. 16.

The Hubway Bicycle Sharing pro-
gram comes to Cambridge! There
will be a station outside Building 9
by next Wednesday. Two stations
were installed in Central Square on
Monday.

The first members of the Class of
2016 will start to arrive on campus
on Aug. 21 for their FPOPs!

Zagat, the restaurant critic pub-
lisher, is hosting a pop-up lounge
in Central Square at 579 Mass. Ave.
Stop by to take a survey and get a
free drink.

This is The Tech’s last summer is-
sue! We resume our twice weekly
publication schedule on Aug. 24.

will be one of the instructors for
“Artificial Intelligence” In the
seven years that he has been
teaching at Berkeley, the class
has grown to over 300 students.
This increase has forced him to
automate parts of the curriculum,
such as implementing automatic
feedback and online collabora-
tion for projects. Despite this
development, he understands
that there are both strengths and
weaknesses in bringing material
to the Internet.

“Lectures online do trade the
immediacy of live lecture for the
careful crafting that comes from
packaging and editing, so it’s a
lot like how movies compare to

live theater: each medium has its
strengths. Another aspect of that
comparison that’s worth making
is that if you just film live theater,
you get the worst of both worlds
— it's neither immediate nor ed-
ited — so online lectures do re-
quire a very different skill set to
do well,” wrote Klein in an email
to The Tech.
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5 RLADs hired, will

assume roles Aug. 6
2 RLAs promoted to RLAD positions

By Jaya Narain

STAFF REPORTER

Five candidates have just been
hired to serve as Resident Life Area
Directors (RLADs), beginning Aug. 6
in MacGregor Hall, McCormick Hall,
New House, Next House, and Sim-
mons Hall. Two others have been
promoted from their previous po-
sition of Residential Life Associate
(RLA) when that role was discontin-
ued at the end of this academic year.
According to Henry J. Humphreys,
Dean of Residential Life and Dining,
the housemasters of the remaining
dormitories — Baker House, Bexley
House, East Campus, Random Hall,
and Senior House — will meet with
their respective communities about
their RLADs in the early fall.

The names and dorm assignments
of each RLAD are listed in our accom-
panying sidebar.

Interviews for the position were
conducted from Monday, July 16
through Thursday, July 19 by groups
of students, GRTs, housemasters, and
members of the administration. Un-
like GRT interviews, which are con-
ducted on a house-by-house basis,
the interviews for RLADs were con-
ducted in role-based groups. Several
students were selected from each of
the dorms receiving new RLADs and
put into small groups that were not
based on dorm affiliations. These
groups chatted with the 10 candidates
individually and had a chance to have
dinner with the candidates as a larger
group prior to the interviews.

Pooja L. Jethani '15, a representa-
tive of McCormick Hall, said that stu-
dents asked mostly scenario-based
questions. Based on these responses
as well the candidates’ background

and qualifications, students had
mixed opinions about the candidates.

Eli H. Ross '14 — the president of
Simmons Hall and a representative
for Simmons in the interviewing pro-
cess — said that while he thought that
most of them had “similar good back-
grounds in residential life experi-
ence,’ they had “weaker backgrounds
in terms of formal counseling experi-
ence,” and that since “this position to
me seems to be a response to a lack of
student support on campus, I feel that
therefore these people should have a
lot of experience in counseling” He
added that he thought only three of
the 10 were strong candidates. Jethani
echoed that she was unenthusiastic
about the candidates beyond her top
two choices.

Students said the lack of a well-de-
fined job description was an obstacle
during the interview process. While
the RLAD position is already well-de-
fined in the field of higher-education,
it does not currently exist concur-
rently with a housemaster-GRT sys-
tem. A lot of confusion arises from if
and how RLADs are expected to work
with the current support system, and
which housemaster/GRT responsi-
bilities they would take.

Neither the students nor the can-
didates themselves were given a de-
tailed role description before the in-
terviews. As such, Ross said that many
of the candidates could not answer
questions definitively, “They had a
general idea, but they weren’t sure...
so, many times they had to answer
honestly — ‘this is what I think now
I would do, but I don’t really know
what my role is going to entail or what
my superior may tell me to do. This

RLADs, Page 6

Send news information and tips
to news@tech.mit.edu.

Sloan buzzing with start-ups during summer
Beehive Cooperative start-up incubator houses 40 MIT-affiliated startups in E52

By Amita Gupta

In mid-May, when second-year
Sloan student Philip Cohen visited
the nearly 5000 square feet of space
on the fifth floor of E52 that would
later host 40 start-up companies,
the only furniture over there was
a 1970s style leather massage arm
chair. By June 4, 14 offices and a
common area with five large tables
had emerged to host the teams un-
til Aug. 31.

This transformation into the
Beehive Cooperative — MIT’s larg-
est start up incubator — repre-
sented a dire need at MIT. Earlier
this year, the Martin Trust Center
for MIT Entrepreneurship received
over 100 applications for their
Founders’ Skills Accelerator (FSA)
Contest which provided 10 MIT-
affiliated start-up companies with
$20,000 to pursue their projects.

Bill Aulet, managing director of
the Trust Center, tapped Cohen on
the shoulder one day while walking
out of his “New Enterprises” class,

telling him about the space.

“From Day One, he was ex-
tremely supportive saying take this
and run with it says Cohen. From
here, the Beehive Cooperative was
formulated. An application was
put up on the Trust Center website
with a May 23 deadline and sent to
“virtually every outlet at MIT”

Of the approximately 55 compa-
nies which applied, Cohen chose
about 40 using two criteria — each
team needed to have a high level
of seriousness with regard to their
project and at least one current
MIT student on its founding team.

An English major, a former mili-
tary officer who oversaw 250 peo-
ple right out of college, and an avid
musician who released an indie-

rock album last fall, Cohen wanted
a diverse set of companies and to
ensure the Beehive was “not just a
Sloan thing”

He got what he wanted. From

CHRISTOPHER A. MAYNOR—THE TECH

The Beehive Cooperative is a startup incubator located in E52 that
houses and supports over 40 MIT-affiliated entrepreneurial teams.

Delightfully, which provides digital
giftwrapping services, to Jamela,
an organic make-up company, Co-

hen sat down informally with each
team to better understand their
unique goals.

With a kick-off pizza lunch on

June 4, the bees got to work. On
one chalkboard there, the phrase

Beehive, Page 15
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Latino to give keynote speech
at Democratic Convention

Julian Castro, the Democratic mayor of San Antonio, will
deliver the keynote speech at his party’s national convention in
September, taking the role that vaulted Barack Obama to national
prominence eight years ago.

Castro will become the first Hispanic American chosen for the
high-profile speaking slot at a time when Obama is counting on
Latinos to help him win a second term in the White House.

The selection was announced by Castro himself in a video
posted by convention organizers and reported first by Univision.

“Iknow I've got some big shoes to fill,” Castro says in the three-
minute video. “We’ve come so far over the past three and a half
years under Obama’s leadership. And I know he’s not done yet.
We got a lot more work to do.”

A co-chairman of Obama'’s re-election campaign, Castro is a
rising star in the Democratic Party who, at 37, has been elected
and re-elected to the top job in San Antonio.

—Michael D. Shear, The New York Times

S. Korea demands that China
respond to torture accusation

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea reiterated Tuesday its de-
mand that China investigate accusations by a South Korean activ-
ist that he was tortured by Chinese security officers.

Following the assertions of the activist, Kim Young-hwan, the
Foreign Ministry also said it would interview all of an estimated
620 South Koreans known to have been held in China to see if any
of them were tortured.

Kim, 49, a campaigner for democracy in North Korea, and
three other activists from South Korea were arrested in northeast-
ern China on March 29. They were held for 114 days on charges
of endangering national security until they were expelled on July
20. During their three-month detention, South Korean officials
said China did not provide Kim with proper access to consular
services.

The case has snowballed since Kim'’s release. Last week, Kim
called a news conference at which he said he was tortured while
in China and said the Chinese authorities had tried to make him
sign a statement denying any maltreatment as a condition of his
release, something he refused to do. He has since provided South
Korean news media with details of his alleged torture, which he
said included beating. On Monday, Kim offered similar details
during an interview with officials from the South Korean govern-
ment’s National Human Rights Commission.

—Choe Sang-Hun, The New York Times

Twitter gets backlash over
reporter’s suspension

Twitter has become the default for people when they have a
complaint. Even when that complaint is about Twitter.

The company found itself at the center of a Twitter firestorm
when it suspended on Sunday the account of Guy Adams, a
British newspaper reporter for The Independent, after he had
posted complaints about NBC'’s tape-delayed Olympics cover-
age. The posts included the email address of Gary Zenkel, the
head of NBC Sports.

On Tuesday, both Twitter and NBC backpedaled. While
Twitter officials stress that the company generally does not
monitor content, Alex Macgillivray, Twitter’s general counsel,
admitted in a statement on Tuesday that Twitter “did proac-
tively identify a Tweet that was in violation of the Twitter rules
and encouraged them” — NBC — “to file a support ticket with
our Trust and Safety team to report the violation”

Chloe Sladden, vice president for media at Twitter, person-
ally apologized on her Twitter feed for the mistake. NBC also is-
sued a statement apologizing for having the reporter’s account
suspended. Twitter then reactivated the reporter’s account.

—Christine Haughney, The New York Times
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Indian electrical grid is
pressed to its breaking point

By Matthew Wald

THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — The Indian
electrical grid, said Arshad Man-
soor, the senior vice president for
research and development at the
Electric Power Research Institute
in Palo Alto, Calif,, is like “a whole
bunch of rubber bands” Cutting
some, he said, might make no dif-
ference, but cutting another one
could make the web fall apart.

“You don’t know which one is
stretched, and their system is really
stretched,” said Mansoor, whose
undergraduate degree is from a uni-
versity in Bangladesh and whose
master’s and PhD are from the Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin. The Ameri-
can grid has more resilience, he
said, because it has excess capacity
that can be turned to very quickly
if a single generator or power line
fails, but India is woefully short of
capacity.

The area blacked out in India is
effectively a single, interconnected
grid, which means that power is
transmitted through it almost in-
stantaneously, as are imbalances,

explained Raj Rao, an American
electric company executive who is
a frequent visitor to India and is fa-
miliar with the system there.

Rao, who is the president and
chief executive of the Indiana Mu-
nicipal Power Agency, based in
Carmel, Ind., agreed that India is
chronically short of generating ca-
pacity, a problem exacerbated by a
shortage of coal. But shortages of
generating capacity do not produce
widespread power failures; power
system operators manage those
with rotating blackouts.

The United States had an ex-
tensive blackout in the summer of
2003 that stretched from Detroit to
New York City. Rao and others cau-
tioned that a definitive engineer-
ing analysis of the Indian blackout
would take months, as it did after
the American blackout in 2003.

But, he said, the most likely
mechanism was a botched attempt
to black out a small area temporar-
ily. For example, he said, if the gen-
erating capacity was 120 megawatts
and the available capacity was 100,
that would require unplugging 20
megawatts of load.

“My hunch is, somebody fell
asleep and they did not cut off the
20 megawatts,” he said. “And that’s
where you run into trouble.”

When demand on the genera-
tors runs higher than they can sat-
isfy, they automatically disconnect
themselves to prevent mechanical
damage, and as each one drops off,
it makes a cascade more certain,
he said. The first generators would
cut out in a fraction of a second, he
said.

Mansoor noted that parts of the
Indian grid were quite modern, in-
cluding a class of automatic devices
called relays that will shut down
parts of the system if they sense an
imbalance. These relays monitor the
alternating current system (which
in India is 50 cycles, compared to 60
cycles in North America).

If the frequency slows down
because demand exceeds supply,
relays will shut down power lines
or transformers, to protect the sys-
tem, he said, but if they cut off too
much load, frequency will bounce
back at too high a level, leading
to a disturbance that propagates
through the system.

Obama and Congress in step
on stronger sanctions on Iran

By Mark Landler
and Steven Lee Myers
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — The White
House and Congress raced to im-
pose more punishing sanctions
against Iran on Tuesday, as that
country’s nuclear ambitions re-
surfaced in the presidential elec-
tion campaign after Mitt Romney’s
pledge to give Israel unstinting
support in its confrontation with
Iran.

The new sets of measures,
which target Iran’s oil and pet-
rochemical sectors as well as its
shipping trade, intensify existing
sanctions intended to choke off
the revenue that Iran reaps from
its two largest export industries.
While they do not represent a
quantum leap in pressure, they
address a potential weakness in
the continuing effort: Iran’s in-
creasingly adroit maneuvering to

circumvent sanctions by selling
its oil through foreign banks or for
alternative means of payment, like
gold.

The flurry of activity on Capitol
Hill and at the White House re-
flects both diplomatic and domes-
tic political calculations.

Negotiations over Iran’s nucle-
ar program are at a standstill after
several months, leaving many law-
makers frustrated and administra-
tion officials conceding that the
pressure campaign has not per-
suaded Iran’s leaders to change
course.

Election-year politics have also
supercharged the political atmo-
sphere, with Romney, the pre-
sumptive Republican challenger,
suggesting during a weekend visit
to Israel that he would take a far
tougher line against Iran than Pres-
ident Barack Obama. These latest
sanctions, like previous measures
against Iran, have drawn lopsided

bipartisan support in Congress.

Even though the White House
measures were announced just
days after Romney’s comments in
Israel, officials said they had noth-
ing to do with Romney’s state-
ments. Both the administration’s
and congressional sanctions have
been in the works for months.
Campaign officials also said that
for all his criticism, Romney’s pre-
scriptions for dealing with Teh-
ran do not differ much from the
president’s.

“Romney likes to sound tough-
er on Iran, but when you really
delve into the specifics, there’s
not a lot of difference there from
what the administration has done
or is already doing,” said Colin H.
Kahl, a former Pentagon official
who is an adviser to the Obama
campaign. “A lot of this is Romney
describing our current policy and
masquerading it as criticism of the
president.”

Pedestrian summertime
weather to persist

By Austin DiOrio

STAFF METEOROLOGIST

weather looks to persist for
the rest of this week. There will
be clouds today and tomor-
row with about a 1/3 chance
of rain each day. Highs to-
day and Thursday will be in
the mid 80s, which are only
slightly above average for this
time of year. Friday looks to
be sunnier and warmer, with
a high around 90°F. Tempera-
tures should drop a little by the
weekend as a few more clouds
roll in.

This past July has been
quite typical here in the Bos-
ton area. Based on the prelim-
inary monthly climate report
by the NOAA, the average July
air temperature this year was
75.6°F, which was 2.1°F above
normal. Total rainfall was
3.40 inches, merely 3 percent
higher than the normal.

This typical summertime

Extended Forecast

Today: Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of rain.
High 84°F Winds becoming SW at 8 — 12 mph.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy with a 40 percent chance of rain.
Low 68°F. Winds SW at 5 — 10 mph.

Tomorrow: Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of
rain. High 85°F Low 70°F Winds SW at 5 — 10 mph.
Friday: Mostly sunny with a high near 90°F Overnight

low of 70°F
Saturday: Clouds and sun. Highs in the mid 80s. Chance
of showers at night with a low near 70°F
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Phelps tops another Olympian,
but at 77, she grins about it

By Jere Longman
THE NEW YORK TIMES

LONDON — Larisa Latynina
won 18 Olympic medals in gym-
nastics for the former Soviet Union,
but she attended swimming Tues-
day night. Michael Phelps was rac-
ing. He was trying to beat everyone
in the pool and Latynina’s record
as well. And when the moment
came, she knew exactly what a great
champion should do. She put on
her lipstick.

For nearly half a century, no
one approached the number of
Olympic medals that Latynina won
from 1956 to 1964. She was the first
superstar in gymnastics at a time
when womanly grace prevailed
over teenage acrobatics. But Phelps
tied her record Tuesday with a silver
medal in the 200-meter butterfly
and surpassed it with gold by swim-
ming the anchor leg of the 4x200
freestyle relay.

Latynina joked in recent weeks
that it was time for a man to be able
to do what a woman had done long
ago. And that it was too bad Phelps
was not Russian.

“Forty-eight years is almost
enough time to hold a record,
Latynina, who is 77, said earlier
Tuesday by phone.

Later, she attended the swim-
ming competition with her daugh-
ter, Tatyana. They wore matching
blue shirts with RUSSIA across the
front and white slacks, laughing
when told that she still appeared fit
enough to compete.

Latynina had hoped to con-
gratulate Phelps and present him
with his record-setting medal. But
her daughter and others said that
Olympic rules did not allow it.
It seemed a shame, a grand mo-
ment to celebrate the most prolific
Olympic champions squandered
by red tape.

But Latynina remained gra-
cious, fanning herself in the hot up-
per reaches of the Aquatics Centre.
“Phelps deserves the record,” she
said through an interpreter. “He is
such a talented sportsman.”

Then Latynina smiled.

“Among women, I'm sure I will
stay No. 1 for a long time,” she said.

This year in New York, Latynina
did meet Phelps and presented

him with a medal she had won in a
Soviet-American dual meet in 1962.
She found him “very simple, smi-
ley, lovely to talk to.” They discussed
training and, Latynina said, Phelps
acknowledged that he had wearied
of swimming and was ready to re-
tire after the London Games.

She understood.

“I think a person should go for
sport only as long as they get plea-
sure from it” Latynina said. “As
soon as they stop enjoying it, they
should stop.”

As she neared the loss of her
record, Latynina actually gained
broader attention than when she
set it. Olympic television was in its
infancy in her era, the Cold War
raged and the Soviet Union was a
closed society. It took Olga Korbut
and her defiant smiles at the 1972
Munich Games to counter the grim
stereotype of athletes behind the
Iron Curtain.

“She kind of got lost in his-
tory,” Paul Ziert, the publisher of
International Gymnast magazine,
said of Latynina. When the Soviet
Union broke up, “we had forgotten
about her”

Rebels in Syria’s Aleppo
claim to seize police stations

By Damien Cave
THE NEW YORK TIMES

BEIRUT — Syrian rebels said they
took control of atleast two important
police stations in central Aleppo on
Tuesday, maintaining their hold on
several neighborhoods despite air
assaults and shelling from govern-
ment troops.

Nearly two weeks have passed
since the fighting began for control
of Aleppo, Syria’s largest city and
commercial center, and both sides
seem to be digging in for an extended
battle.

Residents and activists said the
Syrian army was attacking from a
military base on the city’s southern
edge, while rebel commanders and
activists said they controlled eastern
sections of the city as they continued
to fight for neighborhoods near the
center of the city, and in Salahed-
dine, a large neighborhood in the
southwest part of Aleppo.

The larger of the two police sta-
tions that rebels claimed to have

seized Tuesday lies near the old
city of Aleppo and its ancient iron
gate. The second, smaller station is
a few miles away, and rebels and
activists described both locations as
strategic because Syrian troops had
been using them as bases, dividing
rebel fighters in the surrounding

neighborhoods.
“Since the beginning of the up-
rising, this criminal” — a common

reference among rebels for President
Bashar Assad — “transformed these
stations into military centers,” said
Col. Abdul Jabbar al-Okeidi, head
of the Aleppo military council of the
Free Syrian Army, the largest armed
resistance group in Syria. “There are
no more policemen, just security
forces and thugs and snipers.”
Analysts said the Syrian police
had not been generally involved in
Syria’s 17-month conflict, but police
stations — as fortified government
institutions inside neighborhoods —
have become increasingly valuable
military locations. Rebels said that
the Syrian army had been using jail

cells to hold captured rebel fighters,
while gathering troops at the sta-
tions to stage attacks or fire from the
rooftops.

The stations “also represent a
source of intelligence and a network
for information for the regime as well
as a refuge for government officials,’
said Elias Hanna, a retired Lebanese
general and an expert on the Syrian
military. “Taking over a police sta-
tion means denying the government
a presence in the area, and control-
ling it”

The battles for the stations appear
to have been bloody. The Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights, an op-
position group based in Britain, de-
scribed the largest of the two stations
as a three-story building manned by
dozens of officers and soldiers who
were killed during a battle that lasted
between seven and eight hours. Al-
Okeidi said around 50 Syrian soldiers
had been captured, including a colo-
nel — a claim, like the others involv-
ing the death toll, that could not be
independently verified.

Massachusetts aims to cut growth of
its ballooning health care costs

By Abby Goodnough
THE NEW YORK TIMES

The Massachusetts Legislature
passed a first-in-the-nation bill Tues-
day that seeks to limit the growth of
health care costs in the state.

The bill would not allow spending
on health care to grow any faster than
the state’s economy through 2017. For
five years after that, any rise in health
care costs would need to be half a
percentage point lower than the in-
crease in the state’s gross domestic
product. Legislative leaders say the
bill, which includes other cost-slow-
ing provisions, could save as much as
$200 billion in health care spending
over the next 15 years.

Although Massachusetts, under
Gov. Mitt Romney, became in 2006
the first state to require most resi-
dents to have health insurance — the
model for President Barack Obama’s
national health care overhaul — the
law did little to slow health care costs
that were already among the highest

in the nation. Such spending has in-
creased 6 or 7 percent a year recently,
compared with annual state eco-
nomic growth of less than 4 percent.
Gov. Deval Patrick, a Democrat,
has been pushing for a plan to rein
in health care spending, promising
that Massachusetts would show oth-
er states how to “crack the code on
costs.” He is expected to sign the bill,
which was filed just before the end of
the legislative session as a compro-
mise plan after the House and the
Senate passed differing versions.
According to a summary of the
bill released by legislative leaders on
Tuesday, a new commission would
monitor the growth in health costs
and enforce the spending targets.
But the bill contains no real penalty
for missing the targets, and some
consumer advocates are skeptical.
“These targets have the potential
to establish a clear incentive to make
real changes that will reduce costs,
eliminate waste and improve patient
care,” Cheri Andes, executive direc-

tor of the Greater Boston Interfaith
Organization, said in a statement.
“However, to accomplish these aims
an enhanced enforcement mecha-
nism will likely be necessary.”

The bill includes a number
of other provisions meant to cut
health care costs, including dedi-
cating $60 million collected from
insurers over the next four years to
prevention efforts and encouraging
the creation of “accountable care
organizations,” groups of doctors
and hospitals that work together to
coordinate patients’ care.

One contentious proposal that
was not included in the final bill
would have imposed a “luxury tax”
on high-priced medical provid-
ers and would have redistributed
the money to struggling hospitals.
Past investigations have revealed
that large, prestigious providers
command substantially higher re-
imbursements from insurers than
do their smaller and lesser-known
peers.
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Nominee for envoy to Pakistan
would focus on Hagqgani network

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama’s nominee to be-
come the new ambassador to Pakistan said Tuesday that his top
priority would be to press the government there to take more
forceful measures against the Haqqani network, a Taliban affiliate
whose leaders, sheltered in Pakistan, have mounted a series of at-
tacks against U.S. and other targets in Afghanistan.

The diplomat, Richard G. Olson, made the pledge at a confir-
mation hearing before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
where he appeared along with James B. Cunningham, the nominee
to become the new ambassador to Afghanistan.

“I will certainly, if confirmed, take it as a central responsibility
and the most urgent of my responsibilities to continue to press the
Pakistani authorities on the Haqqani network in every way pos-
sible,” Olson said.

Together, the two seasoned diplomats, both currently stationed
in Kabul, Afghanistan, would face perhaps the most complex and
unstable tangle of issues to confront any pair of U.S. envoys in the
world, a tangle in which terrorism and intrigue meet military, po-
litical and economic turmoil.

—John H. Cushman Jr., The New York Times

Russian activist charged with
embezzlement

MOSCOW — Accelerating the Kremlin’s campaign against the
country’s fledgling opposition, Russian investigators charged the
blogger and anti-corruption activist Alexei Navalny on Tuesday
with embezzlement, a crime that carries a sentence of up to 10
years. A previous case against him based on the same events was
closed this spring in Kirov by prosecutors who said they had not
found evidence of wrongdoing.

If the case progresses to an arrest or a sentence, it will signal a
shift in strategy by President Vladimir V. Putin. For the 12 years he
has served as Russia’s paramount leader, he has mainly refrained
from criminal prosecutions of activist leaders, instead sidelining
them with softer methods like short-term detentions and limited
access to mass media. But some commentators say they expect to
see more criminal cases brought against activists.

“A political decision has been made, though I don’t know for
how long,” said Gleb Pavlovsky, a former Kremlin political consul-
tant. “Maybe the people who made this decision think it is a short
period of intimidation, which will be followed by a return to more
velvet methods. But now there is a regime in which, given a range
of choices, they are selecting the harshest.

“The system is informing us that it is changing the rules,” he
said.

Navalny, 36, rose to prominence as a protest leader in large part
because of his popular blog and Twitter feed, which he has used
to report corruption and inside dealing by Kremlin officials. Since
2010, he has faced the possibility of criminal charges related to a
state-owned timber company called KirovLes, but the charges an-
nounced Tuesday were significantly more severe.

—Ellen Barry, The New York Times

Jury recommends 30-day
sentence in military hazing case

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — A military jury recommended Tuesday
that a sergeant be sentenced to 30 days in prison for mistreating
and assaulting Pvt. Danny Chen, whose suicide in Afghanistan last
year drew attention to the standing of Asians in the U.S. military.

The jury also said the sergeant, Adam M. Holcomb, should be
reduced one rank, to specialist, and be fined $1,181.55.

Holcomb had faced a sentence of up to two years in prison, as
well as a punitive discharge.

On Monday, the jury found him guilty of two counts of maltreat-
ment and one count of assault. But he was acquitted on charges
of negligent homicide, reckless endangerment, communicating a
threat and hazing.

The verdict was a blow to military prosecutors, who had sought
at the court-martial here to show that Holcomb’s treatment of
Chen, which the prosecutors said included hazing and racial
taunts, led directly to his suicide.

Supporters of Chen’s family expressed dismay Tuesday over the
sentencing, calling it too lenient.

During the sentencing hearing, a military prosecutor, Maj. Ste-
phen Hernandez, told the 10-member jury of Army officers and
enlisted soldiers that they had an opportunity to help redress the
suffering of Chen, a Chinese-American from Manhattan, and other
“little people” in the military.

“You answer for that weak soldier who couldn’t have a voice,”
he said. “Danny Chen, ladies and gentlemen, is an American sol-
dier. And today you bring justice to that American soldier”

—Kirk Semple, The New York Times

24 Hour Fitness is said to be
on the block

The health club chain 24 Hour Fitness is for sale, people briefed
on the matter said Tuesday.

Forstmann Little, the private equity firm that owns 24 Hour Fit-
ness, has hired Goldman Sachs to run the auction process, these
people said. Goldman will soon begin soliciting interest from po-
tential buyers, a group that includes other fitness chains and pri-
vate equity firms.

The chain is expected to fetch about $2 billion in a sale, said
these people, who requested anonymity because they were not au-
thorized to discuss the deal publicly.

With about 425 locations, 24 Hour Fitness is the nation’s larg-
est privately owned chain of fitness centers. A representative of the
company did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Forstmann Little’s eventual sale of 24 Hour Fitness was expect-
ed. Once one of the world’s largest private equity funds, Forstmann
Little began winding down its operations several years ago after ill-
timed telecommunications investments. Theodore J. Forstmann,
the financier who led the firm, died last November at the age of 71.

—Peter Lattman, The New York Times
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Student input heard in one RLAD debate

Administration reverses course in eleventh hour

By Ryan Normandin

STAFF COLUMNIST

The implementation of the new Resi-
dential Life Area Directors (RLAD) system
has been fraught with all of the problems
students have become accustomed to in
recent years, particularly regarding stu-
dent input.

Like other controversial proposals, the
administration rolled out this new pol-
icy at the very beginning of the summer,
when fewer students and student govern-
ment officials are on campus than at any
other time of the year. It caught students
completely by surprise, as the concept of
an RLAD had been apparently dropped on
us without any prior discussions involv-
ing students. And then, the administra-
tion insisted that the system needed to be
implemented immediately in a mad rush
to cement it before students could coher-
ently become a part of the discussion.

Per usual, they had “explanations” as
to why this all happened. They meant to
roll out the policy in the spring; however,
the administration’s postponement of the
announcement until summer appeared to
be less of an oversight and more of a strat-
egy, especially given their habit of regu-
larly implementing controversial policies
at the most inconvenient times for stu-
dent engagement.

I had followed somewhat the develop-
ments of the RLAD drama, but my interest
was piqued considerably when I was told
that the entire first floor of MacGregor’s
] Entry, the entry of which I am a chair,
would be demolished to create an RLAD
apartment. Members of MacGregor’s
House Government (HouseComm) who
happened to be here for the summer, con-
cerned residents, a few GRTs, and I held
a meeting.

As the smallest entry in MacGregor
at 30 residents (the largest have 48), my
entry and I feared that being cut down
to 26 — or possibly 24 — rooms would
be extremely detrimental to our entry
culture. It would also strain our ability
to accommodate handicapped students,
and, most of all, two and a half hours of
discussion with a few members of the en-
try over email was less than optimal. Not
only that, but it would invade the H Entry
main lounge, one of the louder lounges in
MacGregor, which is probably not what
the RLADs are looking for, particularly if
they have young children.

We also made an interesting observa-
tion at the meeting: The housing plans we
were looking at had been printed nearly a
month prior to meeting, which meant that
the administration had been planning to
demolish a floor of MacGregor for sev-
eral weeks and hadn’t told us until then,
yet another demonstration of their de-
termination to drive forward without real
student input. At the meeting, we brain-
stormed other possibilities for the RLAD

apartment that would minimize loss of
student rooms, particularly in small en-
tries, and created a list to give to Dennis
Collins, director of residential life, with
the greatest priority being to stay con-
scious of the size of the entries.

Our next meeting, which occurred last
Tuesday, was attended by Collins, along
with GRTs, residents, and a few members
of HouseComm. It was expected that we
would come to a final decision regarding
the placement of the RLAD. At this point
I'd like to emphasize again that at this
meeting, the makeup of the group which
would be making an incredibly important
decision for all of MacGregor House con-
sisted of two entry chairs (J and E), one
social chair (J), the Housing Chair (resi-
dent of G), two students from H, and the
GRTs from B, H, and J. The Housemaster
also joined us for a bit.

Collins did something
that, as a member of
the administration, was
quite remarkable: he
listened to us.

This means that four entries were en-
tirely unrepresented, and even the en-
tries that were there were lacking key
individuals who would have made im-
portant contributions. This is a direct
result of the administration’s incredibly
poor timing, and if they want to get seri-
ous about incorporating student input,
they need to be much more considerate
when it comes to the timing of their policy
implementations.

The administration has lamented the
weakness of the UA and DormCon, but
when they make decisions like this one
and time it in such a way that students’
elected representatives cannot represent
them, they are undercutting the very sys-
tems they wish were stronger — they are
disrespecting students. Students do not
elect officials for fun; they do it because
they want those people to represent them
to the administration, and the adminis-
tration needs to ensure that, if they are
going to take an action requiring student
input, they converse with student leaders
and the student body. By letting us do our
jobs, they will make theirs much easier.

The first topic brought up at the meet-
ing was the option of eliminating the first
floor of J, which most members present,
and certainly all students, adamantly op-
posed. We presented to Collins the other
options we’'d discussed previously, some
of which he agreed seemed promising,
but stressing repeatedly that this would
mean there would be delays in the place-
ment of the RLAD, which would harm
their ability to integrate quickly into the
social fabric of the building.

Without going into the many and var-
ied arguments had, it was the feeling of
the students at the meeting that it was
worth the wait to do it correctly the first
time. Collins again tried to dissuade us
from putting it off, and we began having
the same discussion and arguments over
and over again. Eventually, the topic of
student input was brought up, and we
pointed out that if they went forward with
this despite our unanimous opposition,
it would just be a continuation of every-
thing that the administration had done
wrong up to this point.

Then, Collins did something that, as a
member of the administration, was quite
remarkable: he listened to us.

Although clearly unhappy with the de-
cision that we had reached, he agreed to
go back to the architects and have them
look at the other possibilities discussed. I
commend Collins for acting in a way that
will undoubtedly make his job more dif-
ficult, the job of his colleagues more diffi-
cult, and put the RLAD in a more difficult
position, but finally puts students first.

The RLAD process is something that all
of the administration should take a close
look at to assess what worked and what
didn’t.

What doesn’t work is rushing a pol-
icy through at an inopportune time for
students and using that as an excuse to
completely neglect gathering any stu-
dent input on the subject. Because they
did that, the RLAD for MacGregor, who
played absolutely no role in the decision-
making process, will bear the brunt of the
inconvenience arising from the delay. I
hope that when an administrative official
informs the RLAD that, unfortunately,
they will not be able to start living in Mac-
Gregor until the spring or next year, they
make it clear that this was because the
administration foolhardily made prom-
ises to them while being too busy to take
into account what was best for the dorm
from the students’ perspective. The blame
for the RLAD’s inconvenience lies purely
on the heads of the administration offi-
cials who rushed this process, not on the
students who were forced to defend their
interests and make a difficult choice in an
already difficult situation.

What did work was listening. Collins
certainly wanted to begin construction
immediately, and the students certainly
wanted to wait. In general, it is foolish to
expect that students and the administra-
tion will always want the same thing. But
the conversation we had with Collins was
a good one; each side was able to pres-
ent its arguments and point out possible
flaws. In the end, Collins made a decision
that was not what he wanted, but was op-
timal for the individuals he is serving —
the students.

I am not claiming that the administra-
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CORRECTIONS

The headline for the July 11 article on RLADs incorrectly listed the number
of RLAD dorms in the headline. At the time, RLADs were expected in five
dorms, not nine. As of now, they are expected in seven dorms in the fall.

The headline associated with a July 11 World and Nation article regard-
ing the investigation of a teacher was incorrect. It should have been “LAUSD
teacher under investigation crashes in Rolling Hills Estates after chase.”

The World and Nation section in the July 11 issue was mistakenly dated.
The entire section reflected news from June 23.
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The New Political Adscape

Attack ads focus political campaigns on the wrong things

By Haldun Anil
STAFF COLUMNIST

One of the many benefits of UROPing
in the Political Science Department this
summer is that I get to keep a close eye on
what’s happening on the campaign trail for
the two contenders of the 2012 Presidential
Election, Barack Obama and Mitt Romney.

With Now. 6 fast approaching, both cam-
paigns are turning up the heat and inten-
sifying their respective advertising sprees
to obtain as much of the sought-after vote
as possible. As of the time of writing, Gal-
lup reports that the seven-day rolling av-
erage for both candidates is at 46 percent,
meaning that if we had an election today, it
would come down to less than a percentage
point of difference. While this difference —
or lack thereof — has several reasons, I'm
going to focus on a specific one: attack ads.

As those of you who kept track of the
Republican primaries will have noticed,
thanks to the Citizens United decision of
2010, Super PACs have been the craze of the
2012 campaign season. Super PACs (Super
Political Action Committees) are organiza-
tions that can campaign and raise money
for political candidates. Unlike the candi-
dates themselves, however, Super PACs are
not required to disclose their donors and
are allowed to accept unlimited amounts
of money. The only catch is that Super
PACs cannot coordinate directly with the
candidate.

During the primary season, the Super
PACs gave us a small glimpse into what
“unlimited amounts of money” could mean
for political campaigns. Dominating air-
time in the states in which they were meant
to sway voters, the content of attack ads
have ranged from simple finger-pointing
to a metaphorical lynching of the opposing
candidate.

With the primary season over and gen-
eral election campaigns in full swing, cam-

paign ads naturally rise to the national
scene. Some figures estimate that between
Obama and Romney, the 2012 general
elections will see an aggregate campaign
spending of more than $1.5 billion. I think
the debate over whether this sort of mon-
ey is actually necessary for political cam-
paigns, or whether it’s actively hurting the
democratic process, is an issue to be dis-
cussed in its own right; however, it is not
what I wish to address here. Instead, I want
to focus on what this enormous sum of
money is helping to fund and the direction
in which they’re steering campaign politics.

Let’s first take the simplest and most ob-
vious feature of attack ads: their negativity.

If you search for 2012 political ads on-
line, what you will immediately notice is
that almost none of them talk about the
amazing things Obama will do with his
healthcare plan or the piles of cash that the
government will save after Romney repeals
Obamacare. Instead, they focus on Obama
overtaxing the middle class to death or
Romney storing his money in Swiss or Cay-
man Islands bank accounts. Polling and
other preliminary research into this type
of advertising have already yielded results
stating that its effects are dubious and mar-
ginal at best, if at all present.

I do have a suggestion to fix all this: in-
stead of attacking the other candidate and
having their aides claim that they're “sim-
ply responding to the negative ads of the
other guy,’ candidates should highlight
their own strengths and talk about the posi-
tive things they will accomplish if elected.
I would prefer not to go the polls thinking
to myself: “Well, this guy is less bad than
the other one, so I'll just vote for him.” The
reason President Obama won the 2008
election was because he energized so many
people and got them excited about voting
for him, for “Change.” Personally, I've yet to
meet a person who gets excited about how
negatively he or she feels about someone.

Another issue that has become more ap-
parent is the fact that the attack ads, which
may be produced by a myriad of Super
PACs, sometimes lose sight of their plat-
forms. One example is Obama’s statement
that declares: “If you've got a business —
you didn’t build that. Someone else made
that happen,” a quote taken completely out
of context and inaccurately represented.
Another example is Romney’s having Bain
Capital ship jobs to India and China — de-
spite being away from the company to or-
ganize the Olympics and being liable for
felony charges should he lie about leaving
the company.

The attack ads, which
may be produced by a
myriad of Super PACs,
sometimes lose sight of
their platforms.

While I understand the necessity to
stress particular ideas over others to get
the message across more succinctly, this
sometimes leads to incorrect information
being passed around and creates confusion
among the public as to what is rhetoric and
what is factual evidence. Despite sources
like FactCheck.org and PolitiFact.com
that aim to differentiate fact from fiction,
I don’t think we should have to doubt the
accuracy of every claim made by these ads.
Again, the right solution to this problem is
to highlight the strengths of the candidate
being supported instead of ruthlessly bash-
ing the other candidate for their dreadful
weaknesses.

My last point concerns the direction in
time these ads are facing. A good chunk of
these ads focuses on the past and how ap-
pallingly the opposing candidate handled
things. Instead of asserting their strengths
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and how they might have addressed the
same situation in a much better way, the
ads simply state that the opponent did
some bad things and therefore should not
deserve the vote.

What I cannot understand is that this is
not, once again, meant to convince me to
vote for whomever may have handled the
situation better. I am simply led to believe
that by deciding not to vote for the suppos-
edly inferior candidate, I would be in a po-
sition where not only do I have to vote for
the other candidate because I have no other
alternative, but also am endorsing the can-
didate whose alternative position I am not
even being told. These sets of assumptions
that are expected to trigger an automatic
vote just do not follow sound logic. The best
and simplest way to win someone’s vote re-
mains this: proving to your potential voters
that you will do it better, that your alterna-
tive is the superior way.

Citizens United showed us just how
much power can be unleashed if we let cor-
porations and people pour infinite amounts
of money into political coffers. The result is
apparent in the ferocity of the huge battle
that is currently being fought between the
two presidential candidates. The negativity
displayed in this battle does threaten to not
only push away independents who have
yet to decide whom to vote for but also, for
worse, foster apathy and disinterest among
the public.

Instead of making me feel like I have no
choice but to vote for one candidate be-
cause the other is clearly worse, I should
be made to feel enthusiastic about the
candidate I'm supporting. In order to con-
tinue to grant the public a chance to have
an educated opinion combined with the
willingness and a desire to vote, campaign
ads should move away from negativity and
recapture what they have been in the past
— the shining beacons of hope, excitement,
and anticipation.

Science, a wondrous and reductive practice

The reductive nature of science has broken down many of its topics, and built them back up.

By Abdul-Kareem Ahmed

The periodic voyage of celestial bod-
ies, the cosmic rhythm that was only just
observable to the humble Earth-dweller,
in many ancient civilizations, represented
fate, hope and a way of life itself. The Ma-
yans held the Venus cycle in high regard,
its movement representing a challenge to
the mighty Sun, auspicious timing for ter-
ritorial war.

Recently, the world beheld the Transit
of Venus, as she danced across the Sun.
This event occurs every 243 years, the last
when James Watt patented the Watt steam
engine, ushering in the Industrial Revo-
lution. Still, life continued as normal on
this extraordinary occurrence. Venus was
quickly forgotten.

What has changed since the times of the
ancients and the times of today? Why did
events of planetary motion lose its throne
in the minds of civilizations?

I argue this is a consequence of the
reductive nature of science. Scientific in-
quiry obeys Occam’s razor, carving out the
most concise explanation. What was once
astrology became astronomy. The greats,
Galileo, Kepler and Newton, explained to
the world that a few simple laws regulate
this periodicity and rhythm. A heavenly
ballet became a mechanistic push-and-
pull. There was no special force except that
common force we feel even here on Earth,
gravitational force. The remarkable and ex-
clusive became regular and deterministic.

With each passing generation of early

scientists, this broad body of belief slowly
decayed and lost repute. Remained only
the bones, the pure astronomical qualities
of astrology.

Advancements in science have often
resulted in such transformation. With em-
piricism and deduction at the core of its
logic, science takes grand observations in
nature and whittles them down to a few
constants, equations and rules. Such find-
ings are daily presented in academic jour-
nals and lauded for how well they perform
this reduction.

The ambition to map out
every last connection
and circuit could reduce
vast bodies of belief to a
circuit board.

The most reductive advancement, so
far, is the success in decoding the human
genome. Every last base pair of the 6.4 bil-
lion that supposedly constitute an indi-
vidual have been identified. Nested in our
study and understanding of genetics is a
popular deterministic principle. You are
your genes, more or less. Some are born
athletes, some are born mathematicians.
A quick analysis of your DNA can illumi-
nate the spectrum of ability and disability
you will attain in life before you leave the
womb.

However, scholars are revisiting this
principle. Is it too reductive? Indeed, a cur-

sory understanding of epigenetics points
one in such a direction. There are cellular
factors nearby that regulate your genome,
that determine if the sacred code will have
a decree. Simplistically, these factors can
turn your genes on and off. Environmental
influences, like diet, exercise, or even com-
pleting Sudoku puzzles every morning may
alter your fate through this means.

Though classifying DNA and identify-
ing genes is reductive, there remains an
element of free-will, of creative quality that
rescues human potential from the tomes of
cold formulas and equations. You can de-
cide how well to train your mind and body,
genes are not destiny; not entirely.

The most ambitious scientific undertak-
ing, currently, is the Human Connectome
Project. This scientific endeavor seeks to
identify the neural circuits of the human
brain in their entirety. A future vision is the
ability for anyone to access a database of
circuits and surf the emotional, cognitive
and perceptual channels that generate the
mind.

Two consortiums are heading the ven-
ture, one of Washington University in St.
Louis and the University of Minnesota, and
the other of Harvard University, Massachu-
setts General Hospital, and the University
of California Los Angeles.

The mind has been a topic approached
by many disciplines for many centuries.
Neuroscience, a field rapidly maturing
and mutating, seeks to understand how
the brain, a 1.5 kg ball of fat and protein,
generates the mind. The ambition to map

out every last connection and circuit could
in effect reduce vast bodies of belief to the
simplicity of a circuit board. The philo-
sophical becomes physical.

Will the brain and mind become re-
duced through this endeavor? The mind
is the golden nugget itself. All pursuit of
knowledge has some nested root in the
mind, for it is with this internal state that
we can even observe, contemplate and
imagine. If we reduce this, what have we
left?

Time will tell if the mind will go the
way of astrology. However, there remains
a murmur of hope. Science itself tells us
connections between neurons are plastic.
That is, our individual experiences dictate
how well connections are made within the
circuit. This is unlike a circuit-board, with
known voltages, resistances and currents.
The brain is a dynamic structure, with
enough variability to support the idea of
individual uniqueness.

Contemplations on the consequences
of science are not meant to be admonish-
ing. They are simply reflective. Science and
medicine has afforded society the most
phenomenal of achievements, and deserve
their due standing.

In paving these roads, simply remem-
ber what was pushed aside. Look ahead
even, as science progresses, current beliefs
will inevitably crumble, leaving only a faint
trail of stardust.

Abdul-Kareem Ahmed is a teaching
assistant for the department of
Brain and Cognitive Sciences

RLADs: why the administration must hear the students

Information should be shared with students so we can help shape the resulting actions

Normandin, from Page 4

tion should cave every time students make
demands. I recognize that administrators
often have a much broader view of the
Institute and its workings than do we and
that, in the end, they're the ones running

it. However, transparency and discussion
benefit everyone; students would not op-
pose the administration so frequently if
they would just share the information they
had with us, explain why they're taking a
certain action, and allow us to help shape
that action.

The RLAD process has been a mess. But
had what we seen from Collins last Tues-
day been the norm throughout the process,
it would have run a lot more smoothly.
The administration needs to take steps to
ensure that student engagement does not
mean holding meetings with students,

checking off the box that says “Involve
Students,” then doing whatever they want
anyway, but instead means substantive
discussion and compromise between two
groups. They need to make sure that the
actions taken by Collins become the norm
rather than the exception.
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Students, housemasters, GRTs interview RLADs

Students placed in small, non-dormitory-affiliated groups for the interview process

RLADs, from Page 1

made the interview process kind of
difficult at times.”

The official RLAD job descrip-
tion, which was released on July
23, states that the RLADs’ responsi-
bilities will include working to pro-
mote a sense of community and
belonging, following up with resi-
dents on “medical, psychological,
and personal issues” and provide
updates to house teams and to the
Department of Student Life (DSL),
and to “support the housemasters
in their roles as the supervisors of
the GRTs.”

The job description also listed
the minimum qualifications of
RLADs are a Master’s Degree in the
field of Education Counseling, a
“minimum 3 - 5 years of full-time
experience in Residential Life/
Student Affairs Life work’” and
other experiences. Administrators
have emphasized these stringent
requirements both in communi-
cations with the Tech and various
stakeholders.

According to their LinkedIn
profiles, two of the newly an-
nounced RLADs had only gradu-
ated from their Master’s Programs
in 2010 and 2012, respectively. The
earliest Master’s Degree gradua-
tion date of any of the RLADs is
2009.

Following the interviews, the
students were asked to fill out writ-
ten evaluations of the candidates.
They responded to three ques-
tions: (1) “What are the candidate’s
strengths as they relate to the Area
Director position?” (2) “What are
their areas of improvement as you
view them?” and (3) “Given your
knowledge of your house’s com-
munity, would the candidate be
a good fit? Why or why not?” The
students could also place each
candidate into one of three catego-
ries: “definitely consider, superior
candidate”; “consider, strong can-
didate”; and “do not consider.”

Humphreys said that the rec-
ommendations were surprisingly
consistent from group to group; a
few candidates were eliminated
due to a lack of strong references,
and then the hiring decisions were
made based on rankings extrapo-
lated from the response sheets.
Humphreys said that he and other
members of the DSL then worked
to determine candidates’ rank-
ing within individual houses, af-
ter which he discussed and con-
firmed the determined placements
with housemasters from each
residence.

Humphreys said that he was
surprised that different residences
had distinctly different prefer-
ences. Elizabeth W. Santorella 13,
a representative from McGregor,
said that it seemed like houses
were seeking out different quali-
ties. “I noticed some differences

in how involved and outgoing they
wanted the RLAD to be,” she said,
adding that MacGregor was par-
ticularly looking for someone who
would respect student privacy but
also be available to provide stu-
dent support.

As such, Humphreys said that
DSL was able to match each resi-
dence with one of their top prefer-
ences. Students from McCormick,
Next, MacGregor, and Simmons
confirmed that the placements in
their residences did align with the
recommendations given by their
houses.

Humphreys

said that the
recommendations
were surprisingly
consistent from
group to group.

Ross, Santorella, DormCon
President Edward Mugica '13, and
Linda M. Seymour '14, a represen-
tative from Next House, said that
students in each residence col-
laborated with their housemasters
— and in some cases GRTs — to
submit preferences. However, this
was not the case in all houses.
Jethani said that while the students
from McCormick met to talk about
their choices for candidates, they
did not speak to the housemasters
about their recommendations.

Student concerns

The announcement that RLADs
would join the houseteam was a
revelation for both undergradu-
ate students and graduate resident
tutors (GRTs). On June 6, a letter
from Chancellor Eric Grimson PhD
’80 to the housemasters was leaked
to the entire MIT community. Fol-
lowing campus outcry, student
and GRT leaders worked with
housemasters to address concerns
regarding the position. Humphreys
said that the motivation behind the
creation of the RLAD role was so
“that students feel more support,
that there is another person they
can turn to” and cited the busy
schedules of housemasters and
GRTs as a reason for the necessity
of the position.

Mugica said that he was on the
phone with Humphreys immedi-
ately following the release of the
letter and has been working with
the administration in the ensuing
process.

After the information about
RLADs was leaked, many students
expressed concerns over both the
process and the position. Mugica
said that his biggest concern was
“student disengagement.”

“Basically, there’s this idea that
students are going to be upset be-
cause this was not done appropri-

ately or because they don’t like the
position,” Mugica said. “They’re
going to walk away from anything
that has to do with the RLAD, and
since the point is for the area di-
rector to be a member of the house
team, they’ll walk away from the
house team in general.”

Mugica said that another of
his main concerns was that, “If
the RLAD does not take cues from
students and from student govern-
ments, their position will not be
useful to students and could in the
end actually hurt student involve-
ment and student support more
than help it”

Ross said that his primary con-
cern was the effectiveness of hav-
ing a student support role that was
not a clear response to clear stu-
dent issues, and that was devised
without open student involve-
ment. Ross said that he had also
heard student concerns that this
was “another step in trying to make
MIT very standardized or similar
to every other college.”

Jonté D. Craighead ’13, presi-
dent of the Undergraduate Asso-
ciation, said that his main concern
is with the process by which the
RLAD role was created — not the
position itself.

“We have been taking the ap-
proach where we see things that
are alarming we’ll call them out,’
he said, “but to this point I think
that there are very few things that
we see alarming about the posi-
tion. Our concerns are more about
the process.”

Humphreys and Grimson did
not provide specific answers to
questions regarding the timeline
and process of the role’s creation.

Student leaders
felt that their best
option was to
work within the
situation.

Despite these concerns, stu-
dent leaders said that they felt that
their best option was to work with-
in the situation that was created in
order to ensure further inclusion
in the process. Mugica added that
“personally, the reason MacGregor
decided to move forward, even
in light of these concerns, is that
we’ve been assured from multiple
people — including Dean Hum-
phreys and our housemasters —
that the student government will
have a very strong input in what
the RLADs job will include.”

Another motivation for their
respective dormitories’ decision
to continue with the RLAD process
was because of the alternative, said
Ross and Mugica. Withoutan RLAD
and considering the absence of the
RLAs, there would be a greater bur-

den on the housemasters.

Still, Mugica emphasized that
he had been working with other
members of DormCon and the
administration to address student
concerns, adding that the admin-
istration had responded. He said
that DormCon specifically raised
concerns about the possibility of
the RLADs having disciplinary
roles, as well as concerns about
the non-house specific selection
process. He said that while “the
administration held that they be-
lieved this needed to be an MIT
position, and they needed to hire
people for MIT and not for an indi-
vidual dorm ... they did allow us to
change the questionnaire that was
given to the student and GRT rep-
resentatives so that there would be
more emphasis on whether a can-
didate fit into that representative’s
dorm.”

Mugica also said that he was
assured by the administration
that the RLADs would not have
a disciplinary role in houses and
that they were not meant to be a
replacement for housemasters.
Humphreys confirmed that dis-
cipline will not be a job objective
of the RLADs, but added “that be-
ing said, obviously any MIT em-
ployee — housemaster or myself
or an area director — if we see any
violation of institutional policies or
state law, we have an obligation to
report that.”

Both Mugica and Craighead
emphasized that the effectiveness
of the position will depend on the
willingness of students to engage
with the RLAD and provide feed-
back as to what support roles they
feel are needed. It is extremely im-
portant “for people to remember
that even if they're upset about the
process or disappointed with the
way things were done and turned
out, the RLAD is not the person
who did this. And they want to
work with students,” said Mugica.
“If there’s one thing I would re-
quest, it would be for students to
take their frustrations where they
belong, and try to engage with the
RLAD and make this a positive
change — even if it’s not exactly
what they wanted.”

Craighead said that the UA is
working on a survey to gauge how
students feel about the RLAD role
and how they think it will be effec-
tive. The UA had originally expect-
ed to release the survey two weeks
ago.

“We're basically motivated to
run the survey so that the dorm
governments have a sense of
where their residents stand going
into the fall semester on the RLAD
issue,” said Craighead, saying that
continued student involvement
will be necessary for the RLAD role
to be effective. He and Mugica both
emphasized that if the process of
communication and feedback con-

RLAD
PLACEMENT
FOR FALL
2012

Michelle Lessly

— Burton-Conner

Prior position:
MIT RLA

Tamika Smith
— MacGregor House

Prior position:
Residence director
at Northeastern
University

Lauren

Piontkoski

— McCormick Hall
Prior position:

Residence Director

at Bentley University

Rebecca
Kjaerbye
— Maseeh Hall

Prior position:
MIT RLA

James Reed
— New House

Prior position:
Master’s student at
Harvard University

Laurel Dreher
— Next House

Prior position:
Coordinator of
Residence Education
at Roger Williams
University

Joshua

Gonzalez
— Simmons Hall

Prior position:
Residence Education
Coordinator at
University of
Chicago

tinues to develop, they can see the
RLAD role strengthening the sup-
port structure in residence halls.
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MIT professor

wins $3 million
Guth is 1 of 9 winners of the
Fundamental Physics Prize

By Kenneth Chang
THE NEW YORK TIMES

Physicists are rarely
wealthy or famous, but a new
prize rewarding research at
the field’s cutting edges has
made nine of them instant
multimillionaires.

The nine are recipients
of the Fundamental Phys-
ics Prize, established by
Yuri Milner. Milner, a Rus-
sian physics student who
dropped out of graduate
school in 1989, earned bil-
lions investing in Internet
companies like Facebook
and Groupon.

“It knocked me off my
feet, said Alan H. Guth PhD
'72, MacVicar Faculty Fel-
low and professor of physics
at MIT, who was among the
winners. He came up with
the idea of cosmic inflation,
that there was a period of
extremely rapid expansion
in the first instant of the

universe.

SOURCE: WIKIPEDIA
(BETSYTHEDEVINE)

When he was told of the
$3 million prize, he assumed
that the money would be
shared among the winners.
Not so: Instead, each of this
year’s nine recipients will
receive $3 million, the most
lucrative academic prize in
the world. The Nobel Prize
currently comes with an
award of $1.5 million, usually
split by two or three people.
The Templeton Prize, which
honors contributions to un-
derstanding spiritual dimen-
sions of life, has been the
largest monetary given to an
individual, $1.7 million this
year.

The $3 million has already
appeared in Guth’s bank ac-
count, one that originally had
abalance of $200. “Suddenly,
it said, $3,000,200,” he said.
“The bank charged a $12 wire
transfer fee, but that was eas-
ily affordable”

Milner said he wanted to
recognize advances in delv-
ing into the deepest mys-
teries of physics and the
universe.

“This intellectual quest to
understand the universe re-
ally defines us as human be-
ings,” he said.

Four of the physicists
work at the Institute for Ad-
vanced Study in Princeton,
N.J.: Nima Arkani-Hamed,
Juan Maldacena, Nathan
Seiberg, and Edward Witten.
They work on theories try-
ing to tie together the basic
particles and forces of the
universe, particularly with
a mathematical machinery
known as string theory.

The other winners are
Andrei Linde, a physicist at
Stanford who also worked
on cosmic inflation; Alexei
Kitaev, a professor of phys-
ics at the California Institute
of Technology who works on
quantum computers; Max-
im L. Kontsevich, a math-

ematician at the Institute of
Advanced Scientific Stud-
ies outside Paris whose ab-
stract mathematical findings
proved useful to physicists
unraveling string theory; and
Ashoke Sen, a string theorist
at Harish-Chandra Research
Institute in India.

Milner personally select-
ed the inaugural group, but
future recipients of the Fun-
damental Physics Prize, to
be awarded annually, will be
decided by previous winners.

He declined to explain in
detail how he selected which
accomplishments to honor
or why the winners are all
men.

“I truly see this as a start,”
Milner said. “Going forward,
it's going to be up to the
committee to make those
considerations.”

According to the rules,
the prize in future years may
be split among multiple win-
ners, and a researcher will be
able to win more than once.
Milner also announced that
there would be a $100,000
prize to honor promising
young researchers.

Unlike the Nobel in phys-
ics, the Fundamental Physics
Prize can be awarded to sci-
entists whose ideas have not
yet been verified by experi-
ments, which often occurs
decades later. Sometimes a
radical new idea “really de-
serves recognition right away
because it expands our un-
derstanding of at least what
is possible,” Milner said.

Arkani-Hamed, for exam-
ple, has worked on theories
about the origin of the Higgs
boson, the particle recently
discovered at the Large Had-
ron Collider in Switzerland,
and about how that collider
could discover new dimen-
sions. None of his theories
have been proven yet. He
said several were “under
strain” because of the new
data.

Several of the winners
said they hoped that the
new prize, with its large cash
award, would help raise rec-
ognition of physics and draw
more students into the field.

“It'll be great to have this
sort of showcase for what’s
going on in the subject every
year,” Arkani-Hamed said.

The winners said they had
not yet decided what to do
with their windfall.

“There are some rather
mundane things, like pay-
ing out the mortgage,” said
Kontsevich, who added that
he was thinking about put-
ting some of the money into
education efforts.

“My success is in large
part due to good educa-
tion, my teachers and the
atmosphere of excitement
in science when I grew up,’
he said. “I might try to help
restore this atmosphere as
much as I can” Kontsevich
also won a $1 million math-
ematics prize this year.

Guth agreed. “I do think
prizes like this help put
across to the public that fun-
damental physics is impor-
tant, and it’s not just heavy-
weight boxing that’s worthy
of prizes,” he said.

But he was going to warn
his students not to get the
wrong idea. “Certainly, it’s
still not a great idea to go into
physics for the money,” he
said.
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Students began construction on a wooden structure in front of Building 33 last weekend. The self-supporting
structure composed of 2x2 wooden posts will be on display at its current location until November.

CHRISTOPHER A. MAYNOR—THE TECH

Fall 2012 edX courses mostly CS

edX, from Page 1

Chancellor Robert J. Birgeneau of
Berkeley — also former Dean of Sci-
ence at MIT — said that many people
at the institution, from senior leader-
ship members to faculty, have been
thinking about internet education for
the last couple of years. Stanford Presi-
dent John Hennessy, a good friend of
Birgeneau, approached him about a
year ago to discuss the possibility of
joining Coursera. When the for-profit
company was launched, “both MIT
and Berkeley ... considered Coursera
but for a variety of reasons we decid-
ed, separately, that it didn’t meet our
needs,” Birgeneau said. He did not
wish to discuss those reasons. Howev-
er, Berkeley does have individual fac-
ulty members who are connected with
Coursera, and Birgeneau emphasized
that senior leadership does not force
preferences or opinions on faculty.

MIT Chancellor Eric Grimson has a
similar view.

“I prefer not to make specific com-
parisons to other online offerings, oth-
er than to note that it was very impor-
tant to MIT that at least one option was
a not-for-profit one. There will be many
different experiments in this space, as
different institutions explore options
for effective online learning,” Grimson
wrote in an email to The Tech.

Birgeneau and MIT L. President Ra-
fael Reif, long-time friends, had been
in touch as MIT was developing MITx,
the new online educational system
that evolved into edX. But the formal
arrangements for UC Berkeley to join
edX were made just a few weeks ago.

“When Rafael [Reif] announced
MITx and the edX partnership with
Harvard, we looked at their mission

statement and we got very excited
about edX,” Birgeneau said. “I called
up Rafael and ended up having a con-
versation with him about Berkeley
joining them, since their vision for
online education was consonant with
ours.”

Financial contributions to edX

As the founding universities of edX,
MIT and Harvard both contributed
$30 million toward the project. At this
time, Berkeley will not be matching this
contribution, but will lead the to-be-
formed “X Universities” consortium.

Klein affirmed that
tools used in online
courses have and
will continue to
improve feedback
and learning.

“It’s just not financially possible for
us at this time in history,” said Birge-
neau. “We are providing technical ex-
pertise — we have faculty at Berkeley
who are top in computer science, and
we think we can really make a contri-
bution on the technical side for the
platform.” Birgeneau also said that as
a large public university on the West
coast, they will help draw people from
around the country to the edX plat-
form, and in particular draw people
from the large number of community
colleges in California.

Exploring teaching technology

Both MIT and Berkeley leaders have
said that the development of massive
open online courses, or MOOCs, will

not only help spread education glob-
ally, but will also enhance on-campus
education at universities.

“We plan to explore a range of ex-
periments in using online technology
to enhance our residential-based ex-
periences; from flipped classrooms,”
— where students are instructed by on-
line videos outside of class, and teach-
ers guide interactive activities in class
— “to online immediate student as-
sessment and feedback, to online dis-
cussion groups, to other experiments,”
Grimson said. “The results will guide
future development of subjects.”

Klein affirmed that tools used in on-
line courses, such as autograders, have
and will continue to improve feedback
and learning. He also believes that
online discussion forums “allow great
conversations to flourish about course
material — conversations that used to
be confined to office hours.”

Birgeneau added that “one way that
Berkeley complements MIT is that we
have a strong humanities program —
we have more people in humanities at
Berkeley than in physical sciences. One
of the really interesting things will be
to figure out how to offer humanities,
like a course in Shakespeare, online.
The focus of edX so far has been domi-
nated by computer scientists. We want
it to become much richer and much
broader”

Courses offered in the fall also in-
clude options like 6.002x Circuits and
Electronics (MITx) and PH207x Health
in Numbers (HarvardX). 6.002x was
pilot course launched by MITx in De-
cember 2011, with over 150,000 people
registered worldwide. Those interested
in learning more about edX or signing
up for a course can visit the website on-
line at https://www.edx.org/.

Overhear
something
funny on
campus?

We want to know.

Email overheard quotes to
overheard@tech.mit.edu
and we'll print the best in
Campus Life.
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The good war?

Fine, but not exotic, dining at The Helmand

By Keith A. Yost

STAFF WRITER

Are we going to invade Britain any
time soon? Of course not, their food is ter-
rible. Are we going to invade Canada? Why
would we? We already have Taco Bell.

But is it possible we’ll invade some for-
eign, exotic country whose dishes you've
never eaten before? Yes.

Somewhere in the bowels of the Penta-
gon, a young neocon yearns for the taste
of an unfamiliar dish, and it is only a mat-
ter of time before this yearning manifests
itself on the world stage.

The lamb was tender,
the rice was tasty,
the bread came with
delicious dipping
sauces...itwas a
meal I'd happily have
again.

Armed with this powerful new model of
foreign relations, I set out to settle an open
question in the foreign policy world: Was
the war in Afghanistan a good idea? Was
the juice worth the squeeze? And what
better place to put the War in Afghanistan
to the test than The Helmand. Owned by
Mahmood Karzai, brother of President
Karzai himself, The Helmand is clearly an
official bid to earn the succor of waver-
ing foreign policy wonks who now doubt
whether Afghanistan deserves a continued

U.S. troop presence.

Ifthere is one thing the Bush Eraaccom-
plished, it is to associate the neoconserva-
tive school of foreign policy with warmon-
gering and empire. Perhaps the hawkish
reputation of neocons is well-deserved
— it is, after all, hard to otherwise catego-
rize a set of thinkers who believe both that
American primacy is the best path toward
national security, and that primacy is best
preserved by active involvement and in-
tervention in affairs abroad.

Nonetheless, whether the popular con-
ception of neocons is deserved or not, it’s
clear that neoconservatism has not done
itself any favors by exchanging its former
standard bearers (e.g. Francis Fukuyama),
for the newlot (e.g. Paul Wolfowitz). Where
the former focused on democratic move-
ments, the latter emphasizes troop move-
ments — even if one believes these two to
be sides of the same coin, the public rela-
tions fallout from putting the worse foot
forward is undeniable.

The neoconservative school is in dire
need of a reboot. So, I write today with a
bit of revisionist history. I come with an
excuse for the mistakes of the past, and a
new, potent theory for understanding why
and how the United States chooses to in-
volve itself abroad. Here it is:

Neocons aren’t inherently hawkish.
They are just misunderstood, hardcore
foodies.

In my hometown of Fresno, there is a
very large population of Hmong, an Asian
ethnic group hailing from southeast Asia.
Most of this population is descended from
refugees who fled after having fought on
the losing side in Vietnam and Laos. And
while the wars they fought in and the loss-

es they suffered were tragic, they were un-
questionably a boon for the gastronomes
of central California. Where before a
Fresnan might have had to pay a small for-
tune to obtain authentic Hmong cuisine,
now it’s just a short walk away.

It might be more “traditional” to judge
the wisdom of a conflict based upon the
geopolitical goals it accomplished or
failed to deliver. And if you judged the war
in Vietnam by such a limited metric, then
sure, you might chalk it up as a loss. But
neoconservatives have transcended this
parochial sort of accounting. They see the
bigger picture — they understand that in
the long run, diversity is the real strength
of the American nation, and war’s capac-
ity to enrich that diversity, particularly its
capacity to enrich the food supply, is at the
heart of our national interests.

| am sad to report
that The Helmand's
food is not enough

to make the United
States’ foreign policy
in Afghanistan a
success.

The Helmand, all things considered,
is an excellent restaurant. For the price
(in the area of $30 per person), it delivers
a meal that compares well with any other
option in Boston. The lamb was tender,
the rice was tasty, the bread came with
delicious dipping sauces ... it was a meal I
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The Helmand

143 First Street,
Cambridge

Dinner: Sunday - Thursday
5-10 p.m., Friday -
Saturday 5 - 11 p.m.

would very happily have again.

However, the reason I came to the Hel-
mand was not to see if the food was good
— I came to see if it delivered an epicurean
experience that was novel and exciting
enough to justify the blood and treasure
spent abroad. And I am sad to report that
The Helmand is not enough to make our
foreign policy in Afghanistan a success.

The kaddo (a baked, candied pump-
kin dish) was both excellent and new, and
the ambience of the place as a whole was
also different in a good way, but there the
novelty ends. In hindsight, my conclusion
is unsurprising: Afghani cuisine is not far
removed from that of either Pakistan or In-
dia. If you come to The Helmand expecting
anything more than a variation on south
Asian dishes, you will likely come away
disappointed.

If you are looking for a place that will
give you your money’s worth in fine din-
ing, The Helmand certainly deserves your
attention. I recommend the same meal
I had: kaddo, lamb, and as much of the
amazing free bread as you can eat while re-
taining your dignity. But if you are looking
for a new hot thing in the culinary world,
maybe your time would be better spent at
home, working on withdrawal timetables.

S1HYy

Fine dining. On The Tech.

Be a restaurant critic.

arts@tech.mit.edu
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- WAITING FOR FIREFLY

Ubu-Bubu ...

BELOW

Comic-Con attendees rifle through discounted comics on the expo floor.

COMICS

Surprisingly, one of the most neglected as-
pects of Comic-Con is, well, the comics! With
the overwhelming Hollywood presence on the
show floor and in the panels, it is easy to forget
the backbone of everyone’s favorite pop culture

OF COMIC-CON

One of the pleasures of San
Diego Comic-Con is walking
around the small press tables
and meeting artists you've nev-
er heard of, and that is exactly
where we found Jason Brubaker
and his lovely, self-published
graphic novel, reMIND.

With its gorgeous art, per-
fectly placed panels, and full
page spreads, reMIND is one
of the most visually impressive
comic books I've ever read. The
colors are vivid, the characters
detailed, and the entire book is
packaged in a pleasing hardback

favorites.

3 ¥
/
that feels true to the company
name (Coffee Table Comics).
The story follows lighthouse
keeper Sonja and her cat Vict-
uals, who — after having gone
missing for a few days — re-
turns with the ability to speak.
He tells Sonja that he is from
a different world, and she be-
comes determined to help him
return. As the two delve into the
circumstances surrounding his
disappearance, more and more
mysteries are unveiled while the
reader is taken on a fantastical
journey.

convention. We wandered the booths looking
for comics to take home; here are some of our

In its brief 151 pages, you get
a clear sense of Victual’s quirky
personality and become im-
mersed in the fantastical setting
of the story. You'll be rooting for
the kitty in no time, and shocked
when you reach the clifthanging
end. reMIND leaves you wanting
more, and fortunately fans can
read the next couple chapters
and donate to the Kickstarter
for printing the second book on-
line at http://www.remindblog.
com/. The site updates every
Monday, and the entire series is
free online.

Ubu-Bubu is a dark
horror comedy about
a regular housecat
(Ubu) who gets pos-
sessed by a demon
(Bubu) who is out
hunting souls before
the coming apoca-
lypse, and the terror
he imposes on his un-
lucky suburban fam-
ily. With its adorable
artjuxtaposed with the

hellish horrors Ubu-
bubu releases, the
comic is a fun read for
those who don’t mind
some gore mixed with
their humor. Expect
skull-containing hair-
balls, a child size de-
mon who spreads pes-
tilence wherever he
walks, and two very,
very traumatized sub-
urban children.

©_€

@@

-

D@

by Howard Shum

Indiana
Jones? James Bond?
Hong-Kong action
films? Then you'll prob-
ably like Gun-Fu, an
indie comic from How-
ard Shum, who syn-
thesized his favorite
themes from cinema
and comics into the
ultimate graphic novel
that he would want to
read. Readers trail Bo-
Sen Cheng, Hong Kong

Enjoy

cop, on his Nazi fighting
adventures  through-
out the world while he
works a number of jobs
for the British Queen
in 1936. Sharp graphics
and bright colors move
the story just as well
as the clever dialogue
does (Bo Sen speaks
only in hip hop), and
should entertain any-
one with a penchant for
action films.

shazzbaa.com.

One of my favorite items we came across
on the con floor was a charming little volume
demurely labeled “Fat Animals Colouring
Book.” I opened it and discovered a coloring
book full of delightfully chubby animals. The
drawings are absolutely adorable, and the
purchase came with free crayons. Talk about
a win-win! Too bad I haven’t improved at
coloring inside the lines since I was a child...
You can visit the author’s website at http://
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San Diego Comic-Con Interna-
tional is an annual four-day cel-
ebration of the popular arts, that
draws over 130,000 attendees from
around the world. Originally start-
ed in 1970 as a comic book con-
vention, the focus of the Con has
since shifted from comic books
to everything pop culture, from
blockbusters and video games to
the latest science fiction and fan-
tasy novels. Some fans make the
pilgrimage to see the people who
create their favorite media, others
to stock up on rare comic books or
to spend thousands on the gigan-
tic exhibition floor. Some people
just come for the crowds.

San Diego Comic-Con is the
third largest comic convention in
the world (after Japan’s Comiket,
which hosts 500,000 attendees,
and France’s Angouléme, which
hosts 220,000). Tickets for this
year’s convention sold out within
90 minutes of becoming available

A convention-goer shows off her

replica of Chell's Long Fall Boots from
Portal 2.

¥
Bt 2R
L

online in April. Comic-Con runs
for four days, Thursday through
Sunday, with an additional night
on Wednesday from 6 to 9 p.m. for
professionals and attendees with
four day passes. The Tech attended
this year’s con as press.

What is perhaps most striking
about San Diego Comic-Con is not
the vast amount of merchandise
nor the celebrity presence, but the
intense feeling of camaraderie that
pervades the entire show. Wheth-
er it’s waiting in line with the same
folks for 10 hours to see the Firefly
panel or just standing around the
corners of the show floor, one of
the most impressive things about
the con is the feeling of commu-
nity. Strangers are happy to strike
up a conversation in line, compli-
ment a passing attendee’s t-shirt,
or take a photo of a family strug-
gling with a self-portrait. It is truly
a gathering place for nerds of all
kinds.

At the Lego Booth, a Darth Maul g
Lego sculpture stands ready to attack!

'
i

It’s hard to communicate exactly how many people 130,000 really is. It’s not until you're used to being shoved
side to side when walking, and expect a ten yard walk to take 15 minutes, that it really starts to click. There are seri-
ous lines for everything — from pretzels to bathrooms to t-shirts — and they can take hours. The lines for official
Comic-Con t-shirts took us upwards of 90 minutes — and that was after waiting in a line to get in line!

The Atlas Portal Gun on display at Comic-Con.
The replica was sold out by as early as 9:40 a.m.

Convention-goers flood the
expo floor on preview night,
the start of Comic-Con.

A stormtrooper holds a con-
vention-goer hostage for the
paparazzi.

A sculpture of Spike Spiegel
from Cowboy Bebop.

Cosplayers dressed as Amon
and Chief Lin Beifong from
The Legend of Korra pose for
the camera.

Comic-Con bursts with a variety of different
panels to delight geeks from any fandom, from
Twilight to Game of Thrones to Dr. Who. Fans
hoping to get into such popular panels usually
have to line up several hours in advance to get
a chance at a seat — even in such mammoth
rooms such as Hall H, which can hold nearly
7000 people.

In addition to the giant panels sponsored by
multibillion dollar corporations, there are fun,
smaller events like a tutorial in how to draw com-
ics, how to use Photoshop to color them in, and
a variety of other workshops for those hoping to
break into the industry.

One of our favorites was the Quick Draw,
where three cartoonists (including Sergio Ara-
gonés of Mad Magazine fame), were put to the
test drawing cartoons on the fly. A moderator
offered suggestions, and inspiration was taken
from the audience. Cartoon Voices (I and II) was
another highlight, where seven voice actors gath-
ered to discuss their careers and also to do an
improvised reading of Snow White using their fa-
mous voices, to hearty laughs from the audience.

Many of the panels are available online at
hulu.com.

Comic-Con.

A Predator sculpture terrorizes the
convention floor.

A mural on Comic-Con’s expo floor features Cartoon Network char-
acters old and new.

The San Diego Convention Center, which
been the venue for Comic-Con since 1991.

After hours of waiting in line, fans begin to move towards Ballroom 20
to see the cast and creators of television shows Community, Legend of
Korra, and Firefly.
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One of the draws of
Comic-Con is the num-
ber of exclusive items
that are for sale there.
Fans line up for the ex-
hibit hall (which opens
at 9:30 a.m.), hours in
advance for a chance to
be one of the first people
in line for whatever ex-
clusive item their heart
desires.

Our favorite? The At-
las Portal Gun, limited
to 100 sales per day. We
waited in line twice to
nab one, and were turned
away both times (they
sold out by 9:40 a.m.!).

Another popular pick
was the Hasbro-made toy
of the helicarrier from
Avengers, which served
as the inspiration for a
Penny Arcade comic strip
during the con.

An anthropomorphic saber-tooth tiger growls at passerby at

halls of the San Diego Conven-
tion Center.

One of the most well-known Comic-Con events is the annual
Masquerade, which takes place on Saturday night in Ballroom
20. Costume designers spend months developing elaborate and
sometimes technical costumes and props, portraying charac-
ters from comic books, movies or video games. Their work is
unveiled on stage to thousands of Comic-Con attendees, often
with an accompanying skit. We particularly enjoyed the Mortal
Kombat/Cinderella mashup, which ended up taking the most
awards that night. The masquerade is doubly entertaining be-
cause before every contestant, the audience calls out the con-
testant number “twenty eight!” followed by “ha ha ha” and more
and more additions as the night progresses. By the end of the
show, every number was followed by “Ha ha ha, woooo, yeah,
awesome! REDO” and more, much to the chagrin of the MCs.
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The road to Firefly’s 10-year reunion panel

By Connor Kirschbaum
MANAGING EDITOR

On day one of San Diego Comic-Con Inter-
national, our Google calendar was a naively
tight grid of panels. The plan was to bounce be-
tween Hall H (capacity: 6130 people) and Ball-
room 20 (capacity: 4908 people), leaving just
enough space in our schedule to briskly walk
from one room to the next. What we learned
on the first day was that at a convention of this
size, attending any event isn’t possible without
serious forethought and sacrifice.

To get a seat in the Iron Man panel, for ex-
ample, it just isn’t enough to like Iron Man.
Everyone likes Iron Man. The 6130 people who
get seats in the Iron Man panel live and breath
Iron Man. They paid for convention passes,
plane tickets, and overpriced hotel rooms and
will plant themselves outside in a crowded
and smelly line for eight hours just to see Rob-
ert Downey Jr. sit next to Jon Favreau. Unless
you can match the dedication and fanaticism
of the 6130th craziest member of the fanbase,
you don’t stand a chance of getting a seat in
their panel.

Joss Whedon’s drunken
signature had the power
to upgrade our Comic-
Con passes to priceless
geek treasures.

So when we decided on the second day of
Comic-Con not to give up on our most antici-
pated block of panels — actors, creators, and
writers of the television shows Community,
Legend of Korra, and Firefly, which would oc-
cur in immediate succession in Ballroom 20
on Friday morning — we knew we couldn’t do
it half-heartedly. And that’s why two students
from Cambridge, MA, got off the bus outside
the San Diego Convention Center at 1:30 a.m.,
nearly eight hours before the start of the first
panel.

The line began at the front doors of the con-
vention center and extended well beyond our
visual range, the end of it seemingly hidden by
the curvature of the Earth. We were greeted
by the tired stares of fans in the very front of
the line, most of whom were equipped with a
sleeping bag and the distinctive orange-yellow
beanie known as a “Jayne hat” — named for
the gruff character who sports one in Firefly.

We had barely started our trek to the back
of the line when we noticed an incredibly loud
and dense swarm of people on the sidewalk,
the kind of swarm that only surrounds an un-
thinkably famous nucleus.

That nucleus was a moderately inebriated
Joss Whedon, creator of Firefly (and, more re-
cently, director of The Avengers). His drunken
signature had the power to upgrade our Com-
ic-Con passes from mildly interesting souve-
nirs to priceless geek treasures.

Neither of us had thought to bring a Sharp-
ie, and for several gut-wrenching moments we
ripped apart our bags looking for one as the
Joss horde slowly drifted away. A girl wearing
aJayne hat emerged from the swarm, adorned
with a signed Comic-Con badge, and shoved
her marker into my hand. Minutes later, I
was ejected from the Whedon swarm myself,
somehow clutching the prized signature. The
girl who gave us her marker was long gone, lost
in a sea of Jayne hats.

We walked down the line in a daze, leaving
Joss Whedon to be engulfed by a still-growing
mass of fans. Half a mile and some 750 people
later, we collapsed at the line’s end. Surround-
ing us were others who had made the same
journey through the Joss Whedon swarm, and
had the signed badges to show for it. We made
polite conversation for a while, and when our
neighbor offered us a spot on the blanket he
had stolen from his hotel, we gladly shifted off
the pavement.

I was beginning to contemplate a nap
when arumor propagated down the entire line
in what could only have been seconds: Joss
Whedon was still at Comic-Con, and he was
making his way down the line. Towards us.

Before that signal reached us, we were the
reasonable, sophisticated segment of the line.
The segment that showed up only eight hours
early and didn’t even bring sleeping bags. The
segment that had so far maintained a level of
cool composure in an inarguably nerdy situ-
ation. Once that signal reached us, however,
it was clear that no one was going to be able
to hide their inner dork for much longer. The
social barriers of awkward politeness vanished
and the line disintegrated into a sparse cloud
of excited scheming. Complex networks of
agreements were laid out to ensure everyone
would get a decent photo with Drunken Joss.

A girl awaits the Firefly reunion panel at Comic-Con, wearing a dis-

tinctive “Jayne” hat from the show.

Firefly merchandise was prepared, Sharpies
were distributed. When Joss Whedon arrived,
the group of strangers at the corner of Harbor
Drive and Chavez Parkway was ready.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2012

Fans await Comic-Con
panels featuring the cast
and creators of television
shows Community, Leg-
end of Korra, and Firefly.

hours for their respective subculture. Even
from my perch in the Firefly line, it was hard
not to view them as... crazy. By 7 a.m., how-
ever, the incredulous stares from the newly-

We couldn’t see the stage as well from here, but our line
faction had been preserved for just a little longer.

As the dust settled and the line began to
regain its structure, it was clear that the nine
of us were now a sort of unified faction. Shar-
ing such a raw moment of hero worship will do
that to a group of people. And what a group it
was: the Texan who was providing his stolen
blanket and a bag of endless rations; a soft-
ware developer and blog writer from Arizona;
a married couple from the Midwest who were
already planning another all-nighter for the
Dr. Who panel; an aeronautical engineer from
Maryland; an emergency room nurse who
clocked Joss Whedon'’s blood alcohol content
at 1.2; the lead singer of a heavy metal band
who we jokingly called by his stage name,
“Michael Diamond” ... and us, a pair of MIT
students.

Consider how rare it is to converse at
length with someone who is outside of your
age group, field of work, and region. Interact-
ing with such a diverse set of people was surre-
al. Food was shared, convention merchandise
was compared, line-cutters were warded off,
and the Joss Whedon encounter was relived
dozens of times. Frequent journeys to the Star-
bucks three blocks away were made in teams.
Six hours later, the line started to move. The
movies and books we had packed “in case of
boredom” remained untouched.

In order to manage a line of this scale, the
Comic-Con coordinators had devised a con-
voluted route twisting through and around the
entire convention center and ending at our
final destination: Ballroom 20. It was a slow
two-mile trek through an infinite labyrinth of
belt barriers. Occasionally we’d trudge past
other lines, consisting of a completely differ-
ent breed of fans who had been waiting for

arrived convention-goers suggested that we
were no less crazy. We had been waiting all
night for the sake of a science fiction show
that had been off the air for ten years! But sur-
rounded by other Firefly fanatics, the ordeal
just didn’t feel unreasonable. Is this what it
feels like to be part of a cult?

When the doors to Ballroom 20 opened
and the fragile Firefly line finally denatured,
our good position in line offered each of us the
opportunity to run for one of the lone empty
seats near the very front of the impossibly large
room — the seats we had dreamed of when we
got in line eight hours earlier. None of us ran.
Instead, we chose a cluster of nine empty seats
in the middle of the room. We couldn’t see the
stage as well from here, but our line faction
had been preserved for just a little longer.

These days, all of the panels at Comic-
Con can be watched online, and most of the
merchandise can be purchased more cheaply
from Amazon. Every inch of the convention
hall is tweeted several times over. So what'’s
the point of attending Comic-Con in 2012? I
don'’t think I understood the answer to this
question myself until I attended the Firefly
panel. Comic-con is 130,000 people caring
enough about something to bring their real
life to a halt for four days. It’s 4,908 Firefly fans
simultaneously losing their minds, bursting
out of their chairs and screaming as loudly
as they possibly can because Joss Whedon
has joined the cast of Firefly on stage. It’s nine
people from all over the country who were
strangers just hours before, opting for medio-
cre seats together over incredible seats apart.
That’s a convention worth sitting on the pave-
ment for.

Leaving San Diego Comic-Con
was like leaving Disneyland as a kid;
I had the same feeling in my gut. You
don’t want to leave such a magical
place, and as you see the conven-
tion center recede in the distance
you really feel like you're missing
something.

Walking around in the days af-
ter SDCC, I would accidentally spot
people in costume out of the corner
of my eye. I would turn to see what
they were dressed as, but they were
not in costume at all. I was confused
that I could walk without getting
shoved on all sides. And why weren’t
people wearing their badges all the

time? San Diego Comic-Con is an
incredible event, and something ev-
ery nerd should experience at least
once.

To learn more about Comic-
Con and preregistration for next
year you can visit the official web-
site at http://www.comic-con.org/
cci/index.php. There’s also a nifty
documentary where you can learn
more about the cultural phenom-
enon. Search Amazon or Netflix for
Comic-Con IV: A Fan’s Hope. It’s co-
produced by Joss Whedon!

If you do decide to go, we have
one piece of advice: PLAN! You will
not regret it.

PHOTOS AND LAYOUT BY CONNOR KIRSCHBAUM—THE TECH
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In anticipation of MIT

Soon, the months of tantalizing previews will become reality

By Kathleen Xu

Here I am, less than a month from start-
ing what will arguably be the best four years
of my life. Am I incredibly excited? Scared?
Still half-convinced that I was perhaps ad-
mitted by mistake?

Yes, yes, and yes!

I'm holding on tightly to these pre-
cious last days of summer. Knowing that
this may very well be my last summer to
myself, I have chosen to deliberately forgo
internships. Instead, I've created a sum-
mer bucket list and am slowly but surely
going through it. With items like fly a kite,
fill a sketchbook, and visit the zoo, my list
is probably as far from lab work as you can
get. Nonetheless, I am eager to UROP once
school starts.

In many ways, my path to MIT began
three years ago when my interest in science
sparked for the first time. For the first 14
years of my life, I had always thought of my-
self as a humanities girl. I attended a mag-
net humanities program in middle school,
and aliberal arts IB program in high school.
English and history were my favorites.

But when given the option of an elec-
tive sophomore year, I chose an additional
science class: anatomy and physiology. For

half of high school, I wanted to be a doctor.
Ialmost didn’t sign up for the class, though.
Cat dissections? No, thank you. After that
class (and only partially getting over my
fear), I didn't hesitate to pile on the science
classes. Even though I no longer wanted to
be a doctor, I realized that science was fun!
By the time I graduated, I had taken eight
science classes while fulfilling the require-
ments to obtain an IB diploma. Now that
high school is behind me, I'm facing my fu-
ture with high hopes.

While | know CPW
was a little white lie,
it was a one-of-a-kind
experience that I'm
glad to have had.

I'm thrilled to be attending MIT. I first
visited the summer before my senior year.
I quickly fell in love with the math and sci-
ence puns in the hallway flyers; the engag-
ing admissions officers and modern cam-
pus (no ivy here) sealed the deal. I may not
have endured the cold, harsh winters in
the Northeast yet, but Boston sure put on a

pretty face in the summer.

Like many prefrosh, I thought CPW was
the epitome of all things awesome about
MIT. While I know CPW was a little white
lie, it was a one-of-a-kind experience that
I'm glad to have had. I couldn’t believe the
number of activities going on at one time,
as well as the rampant amounts of free food.
Forget the freshman 15, I was going to put
on weight from CPW alone.

My first look at a MIT dorm, East Cam-
pus, astonished me. MIT was even cooler
than expected —nerdy references were ev-
erywhere! From the walls to the ceilings, the
freedom to express spoke volumes about
MIT. Having to return to a slew of make-up
work and tests back home in Maryland was
slightly disheartening. Yet, the enthusi-
asm I acquired at CPW has stayed with me
throughout the summer.

Periodical mailings and paperwork re-
quests have ensured that MIT is never far
from my mind. I greatly enjoyed Burton
Conner’s i3 video this year and found my-
self humming to the cover of “Just a Friend”
long after I ranked my housing preferences.
Housing lottery results came out at the end
of July; I am temped in New House.

As for freshman learning communi-
ties, I lotteried into ESG at the beginning
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of summer. I chose ESG because of the
small classes that are the hallmark of the
program. I am determined to go out of my
comfort zone in college, and becoming an
active learner in the classroom offers exact-
ly that. (The lizard tattoos given out at CPW
also helped.)

My first look at a MIT
dorm, East Campus,
astonished me. MIT
was even cooler than
expected!

I'm now waiting with bated breath for
my final lottery results — the HASS-D lot-
tery. With 24.900 (Intro to Linguistics) as
my first choice and 21H.001 (How to Stage a
Revolution) as my second, I'm crossing my
fingers, but expecting the worst.

I'll arrive on MIT’s campus on Aug. 21
for my FPOP. I hope the coming years will
be remembered with the utmost fondness,
even if there’s a touch of masochism in
there.

So here I am, MIT. I'm as ready as I'll
ever be.

Considering the implications of our inventions

Spending the summer before MIT working in politics

By Matthew Davis

My last summer of high school — before
I enter the heavenly gates of MIT (thanks to
a certain St. Peter called Stu Schmill and the
admissions committee) — has been one gi-
gantic conglomeration of everything I have
wanted to do but have otherwise slipped up
on during the previous eighteen years of my
life.

I worked on my chess game, my philos-
ophy books, and built some neat stuff, but
the majority of my summer was spent doing
something many would consider very un-
MITlike: experiencing the world of politics
in order to discover what kind of society we
live in. This voyage is particularly important
to me, as I should know what kind of people
I benefit with the technology I introduce —
am I upholding a society that I believe in,
or one that holds principles contrary to my
own?

This question mainly stems from a com-
ment I made in our MIT Class of 2016 Face-
book group, which ran along the lines of:
“Well, you all can continue your political
debate, I'll just build new things that will
help you have these discussions.”

I still can’t believe I stated that! But to
some extent, it’s pretty reflective of the field
of science — we do not like to get involved
in politics. Our partner school, CalTech, has
had only one protest in its history, when
NBC threatened to cancel the original Star
Trek series.

It all boils down to this:
we claim to believe in
certain ideals while
we live our lives in a
different fashion.

As for myself, I have spent my life ex-
ploring knowledge for knowledge’s sake,
collaborating with other people on projects
and happily going on my merry way with-
out having to consider the consequences
of what I am building or the knowledge I
am dispersing, mainly because I was never
building a nuclear reactor in my garage
(see: Radioactive Boy Scout). However, as
my life advances and I am now attending
one of the world’s best — if not the best
— engineering schools, it is high time that

I paused to consider the ramifications of
what I could potentially create.

My search for understanding how soci-
ety functions took me back into the world
of my textbooks, my friends and family,
my community and my world, research-
ing various aspects of economics, value
theory, public policy and who the big play-
ers are and why they are so huge. This line
of research resulted in my political work; I
interned at a local state Republican legis-
lator’s office, where, in addition to putting
postage stamps on envelopes and writing
the congressman’s name on letters, I re-
searched new legislation or the appropriate
stance on various issues. This led to me get-
ting involved in a campaign, where I started
volunteering and then became a Junior
Field Organizer.

This summer, I have learned a few gold-
en nuggets about why we have an imperfect
world. In the end, it all boils down to this:
we claim to believe in certain ideals while
we live our lives in a different fashion.

One example of this can be found in ed-
ucational policy. Americans believe, for the
most part, that everyone is entitled to a free,
public education through the twelfth grade.
If everyone goes through public schooling,
then every child in a public school should
be treated equally in regards to opportuni-
ties and funding. Theoretically, public dol-
lars are used to guarantee that every child
is being given the same opportunity, and
no one student has a leg up on another
through the public education system.

In reality, however, schools are funded
in drastically different ways; more money
and better teachers go to certain schools,
while others are left to rot in the dust.
Schools in areas with higher minority pop-
ulations tend to have less funding and do
worse overall when it comes to academics
than schools in affluent areas with largely
white populations. A real-life scenario is
my own school district, the Manatee Coun-
ty School District. The local newspaper, the
Bradenton Herald, stores school grades go-
ing back thirteen years, as well as some vital
statistics.

In the high school category, Palmetto,
Bayshore, and Southeast are located in
largely minority areas that are considered
“economically depressed” by our local
standards — the rate of students who get
free lunches as well as the percentage of mi-
nority students are significantly higher than

other schools. Braden River, Lakewood
Ranch and Manatee are located in very af-
fluent, white areas of the district, with a
lower rate of free lunches and a smaller per-
centage of minority students. You can see

banning the spread of their business? In
Florida, we still have Ku Klux Klan groups
that have meetings, and we are obligated by
law not to prevent their organization from,
well, organizing.

It is important for us, as engineers, to examine
the society in which our technologies are being
introduced and who can potentially use them.

the connection to school quality - Palmetto,
Bayshore and Southeast have a history of
lower grades than the other three schools.
There are many factors that contribute to
this - greater parental involvement drives
greater pressure on the school district to
give more to certain schools, the children of
big political donors attend certain institu-
tions, etcetera. So, again, while we profess
in believing in a free, public education for
everyone, this education is not equal on a
per-student basis.

Another great example of the gap be-
tween idealism and realism is censorship.
People generally agree that free speech is a
fundamental human right; however, when
people hold an opinion which is different
from an accepted view, this opinion tends
to be stifled.

The concept of content-based censor-
ship has surfaced recently in the Chick-fil-A
scandal. The President of Chick-fil-A, Dan
Cathy, supported his restaurant’s previous-
ly mentioned stance on gay marriage, that
marriage should be between a man and a
woman. This is controversial for LGBTQ
rights groups primarily because Chick-fil-
A contributes money to organizations that
promote this stance in political arenas. I,
personally, do not support their stance and
I will never eat at a Chick-fil-A again, re-
gardless of how delicious the chicken is.

This is perfectly fine — if an individual
chooses not to support a certain estab-
lishment, it is their right to choose to give
it their support or deny it. In the case of
Chick-fil-A, though, we have mayors of cit-
ies (notably Boston and Chicago) banning
the establishment from expanding within
their areas. In this case, the government
is banning a corporation because of their
views on an issue. This takes the aspect of
choice out of the hands of individuals, and
into the hands of government. Is it right for
the government to censor Chick-fil-A by

In essence, Boston, Chicago, and San
Francisco have told Chick-fil-A that they
have no right to incorporate at all in their
cities, practically stifling the opposition
through force. Where I live, we have a place
called the Prism Youth Initiative, where
LGBTQ youth can meet and feel safe —
what if my city had banned such an organi-
zation from even existing within our limits,
because it did not agree with the LGBTQ
lifestyle? These problems arise when gov-
ernment chooses to stifle opinions. Is it
right for the government to choose which
groups can meet and which groups can-
not? Or is it better for each individual to
decide?

So, back to my original question. In es-
sence, we live in a world where borders
are, in one sense, rapidly decaying, and in
another sense, intensifying. It is important
for us, as engineers, to examine the soci-
ety in which our technologies are being
introduced and who can potentially use
them for their own gain or to harm oth-
ers in some way. The term for this line of
questioning is commonly known as “The
Oppenheimer Question.” J. Robert Op-
penheimer lived the rest of his life trying to
work for the destruction of what he created
— the atomic bomb. He neglected to fully
consider the worldwide implications of his
creation.

What we develop will help certain
groups of people and potentially hurt oth-
ers. When we develop something new, we
could potentially be upholding something
that we do not agree with. After all, dur-
ing World War 2, many of the world’s most
brilliant scientists lived in Germany! Re-
gardless of whether they agreed with what
was happening or not, their advances in
technologies contributed to Germany’s
successes. It is necessary for us to examine
what we believe in and how to work to rein-
force those ideals.
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Planning Board rejects Novartis courtyard proposal

Board raised concerns about gated courtyard, slope of ramps, and fencing's proximity to street

By John A. Hawkinson
STAFF REPORTER

On July 17, the Cambridge
Planning Board reviewed No-
vartis’ plans for fencing its pub-
lic access courtyard at the new
Novartis campus. The board re-
jected the plans due to concerns
over the courtyard security, re-
quiring Novartis to come back
with a new proposal.

Concerns were
also raised about
whether the area
was inviting, and
how the public
would know they
were entitled to
use the space.

The new Novartis campus on
the east side of Massachusetts
Avenue will be 50 percent devot-
ed to a public green courtyard,
as a condition of the zoning peti-
tion that allows some parts of the
new campus to reach 125 feet in
height, as well as other miscel-
laneous zoning relief. The court-
yard is designed by Michael Van
Valkenburgh Associates, a land-
scape architecture firm.

The board was concerned
that there would be no pub-
lic access to the courtyard on
weekends or evenings, the times
when members of the public
with 9 - 5 jobs might want to use
the space. Some members ques-
tioned the necessity of gating
the area; Novartis is concerned

protests.

Concerns were also raised
about whether the area was in-
viting, and how the public would
know they were entitled to use
the space. (The board’s inquiry
about signage was in response to
a query from The Tech.)

The new campus, located at
181-211 Mass. Ave., is currently
under construction and is ex-
pected to be finished next year.

The existing Novartis campus
west of Mass. Ave. has a small-
er, stone courtyard available
for public use during business
hours, but almost no one knows
about it. With its black wrought
iron fencing, it cannot really be
considered inviting.

When the planning board ap-
proved Novartis’ zoning petition
for the new campus, it attached
a condition requiring Novartis
to present its plans for courtyard
security measures to the plan-
ning board.

In addition to the policy con-
cerns about the courtyard, the
board also raised technical ques-
tions, such as about the slope of
ramps. It also noted that ramps
exceeding five percent grade
would require railings, but ob-
served that those rails were not
pictured in Novartis’ renderings.

The board asked Novartis to
try to redesign the walkways to
not require railings. The board
also asked Novartis if the fencing
could be further back from the
streets.

A copy of Novartis’ submis-
sion to the planning board is
available at http://tech.mit.edu/
V132/N30/novartis/. It offers
views of the campus from the
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Novartis’ new campus on the east side of Massachusetts Avenue will have a green public courtyard; the

about the security of their sci- treets with the fenci
o unity SHEets Wi e oo open as planning board rejected their proposal for a gate that is open during the day (top) and closed at night (bottom).

entists in the face of potential well as with the fencing closed.

Stay connected between the issues

with campus news over the summer

Blogs @ The Tech

http://techblogs.mit.edu

The Tech's Facebook Page

http://facebook.com/themittech

The Tech’s Twitter Feed

http://twitter.com/thetech
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Institute Double
Take

By David Da He

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The foot traffic in Lobby 7 is
captured in a long exposure as
people enter from 77 Mass. Ave.
The time of sunset is chosen so
that sunlight floods the back-
ground. Black and white is used
to provide contrast to the photo.

Aperture:
fin
Exposure Time:
2.5 sec.
Sensitivity:
ISO 100
Effective Focal Length:
27 mm
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Sloan Beehive nurtures start-ups on MIT campus

Beehive, from Page 1

“Feed Honey” was quickly modi-
fied to “Need Money.”

Of the 40 teams, approximately
10 split their time with MassChal-
lenge, the world’s largest global
start-up competition. About 15
teams, of two to three people each,
are in the office at a given time.

Since each team is so busy,
GeckoCAP’s Steven Chiu says,
“There’s a lot of great teams...but
it’s a little hard to socialize.” Still,
“it’s inspiring to know there are
others as crazy as us,” says Rallyt’s

George Elfond.
Wednesday night happy hours
and  biweekly  brainstorming

“IdeaStorm” sessions on Fridays
bring the groups together. A guest
lecture series featuring investors,
lawyers, and entrepreneurs helped
teams refine their products.

Early stage investors helped
Chiu and GeckoCAP gauge excite-
ment for the product. Additionally,
Cohen mentions that teams were
able to “offload a lot of questions
and concerns” on a member of MIT
start-up Locu.

In addition, each week, one
team is appointed as the “Ambas-
sador of Fun” and is responsible for
hosting at least one morale-boost-
ing event, says Cohen.

Additionally, a lot of the advice
is given informally.

When Super PAC App’s Dan
Siegel MBA 12 wanted to open a
company bank account, “everyone
made time” in the Beehive office to
weigh the pros and cons of each op-
tion and by the end of the afternoon,
he “knew for sure” which one to
choose. In another example, since
“neither of us knew where coders
hung,” other teams gave Chiu and
the GeckoCAP team advice about
how to contact programmers.

Cohen hopes that his initial
class of companies will share a “sort
of fraternity that will last” Through-
out the summer, he witnessed new
levels of collaboration.

As an entrepreneur, you feel
your “idea so unique that if you ar-
ticulate your idea, you're afraid it
will be stolen... and hold ideas fair-
ly close to the chest,” Cohen says.

Yet, in order to progress, compa-
nies must reconcile this paradigm
in the early stage of a venture. The
Beehive companies became more
comfortable with sharing their
ideas through the summer.

As for next summer’s compa-
nies, a new Beehive location is
needed as the Sloan space is re-
directed. Though the Beehive is
already viewed as a success in the

eyes of the Trust Center, Cohen
says “everything has its start... and
my successor will undoubtedly
take the hive to that next level.” He
thinks the Beehive will continue
to evolve to best fit the needs of
the Trust Center and greater MIT
community.

Cohen will give advice to the
next Beehive managing director as
he pursues his own start-up next
summer. Audiocommon will allow
musicians to access tools typically
available only in the recording stu-
dio, saving time in the recording
pipeline.

Cohen hopes that
his initial class of
companies will
share a ‘sort of
fraternity that will
last.

“As people, our need to create
is very inherent,” says Cohen who
views entrepreneurship as an “aca-
demic major agnostic lifestyle”

Whether you're a chemical
engineer, Course 6 or an English
major, entrepreneurship is about
finding problems and fixing those
problems, he says.

Super PAC App

Over $300 million has been
raised and spent by super PACs al-
ready in 2012, leaving voters with a
dizzying array of media messages
and intentions.

Enter Siegel, Jennifer Hollett and
their new Super PAC App expected
to be available Aug. 20. Users of the
free app can simply hold up their
iPhone to a television screen to in-
stantly learn the political leanings
and total expenditures of the super
PAC, organization, or official cam-
paign funding the advertisement.
The app also allows users to check
a commercial’s claims by linking
to related third party sources like
opensecrets.com which reveals po-
litical spending. Users can then rate
the overall commercial and view
their friends’ ratings via Facebook
and Twitter.

The app evolved from a final
project for a Media Lab class focus-
ing on situations involving multiple
media screens (television, com-
puter etc.) with related content in
which Siegel and Hollett, a Harvard
Kennedy School graduate were en-
rolled. Excitement from the Media
Lab and the Trust Center and a
grant from the Knight Foundation,
which funds innovation in journal-

ism, allowed them to “take the app
from a concept and class project to
a company building a real applica-
tion” says Siegel. He also describes
their summer stint at the Beehive as
“another example of MIT letting us
stand on its shoulders.”

The summer has been busy. The
team recruited start-up guru and
iPhone app developer Bob Caslin.
They are also assembling the MP3
audio file database which is re-
quired so that the app can uniquely
identify every campaign ad using
TuneSat audio fingerprinting tech-
nology. About 90 percent of these
files can be obtained from Youtube
channels or websites by webcrawl-
ers. For those not yet put up online,
the team must rely on a network of
journalists and other sources.

Siegel wants to ensure the app
is something “people will care to
use,” especially in the swing states.
The team will be attending both
the Democratic and Republican
National Convention. Additionally,
about 10 people each in many of
the swing states have been generat-
ing awareness about and responses
to the app. For example, previ-
ous feedback led to a “parting of
the clouds moment” that changed
the way some of the buttons were
placed on the app, explains Siegel.

Post-election, SuperPAC App
also plans to analyze the 2012 elec-
tion data as one of the relatively few
companies in this sphere. A Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania International
Relations graduate and Toronto
native respectively, Siegel and Hol-
lett are exploring ways to expand
the app for different countries and
elections. The app could also be
extended to check claims on any
product based commercial. As for
2016, Siegel leaves plans open.

“2016? We could be flying in cars
by then”

GeckoCap

Asthma is the number one
chronic children’s disease and pri-
mary cause for child hospitaliza-
tions and for missing school. Yet,
don’t fear.

Operating under the motto
“Simple Asthma Management,’
the GeckoCap team aims to reduce
preventable asthma attacks and
hospitalizations. Founded Michael
Chiu PhD ’97 and Israeli doctor
Yechiel Engelhard MBA ’12, Gecko-
Cap will encourage better adher-
ence to recommended dosages and
better monitoring of asthma symp-
toms — two small ways to make a
huge difference.

The green cap fits over a child’s
current everyday maintenance in-

haler and glows when a child needs
to take their medication so that they
will not forget even if symptoms
aren’t flaring up. The GeckoCap
also fits over a child’s rescue inhal-
er. The small device can notify par-
ents via a mobile device if the child
has not taken their medicine.

“That way, I'm more aware and
can respond in a timely manner,’
says Chiu, the parent of a nine-
year-old with asthma.

Additionally, all the inhaler us-
age data is uploaded to a cloud and
can be sent to the child’s physi-
cian who previously only relied on
self-reported accounts. Such data,
both in individual and in aggregate,
can provide better diagnoses and
tracking.

The idea sprung out of the Media
Lab’s New Media Medicine Hack-
athon where GeckoCap took first
place. They both became enam-
ored with the asthma project. They
developed a prototype and were
semifinalists in the MIT 100K com-
petition. They also recently placed
first in the Boston Beta competition
for health and biotech start-ups.
Both former students of Bill Aulet,
the managing director of the Trust
Center, the pair is now pursuing the
project full time in their river-view
Beehive office this summer.

About 10 people
each in many of the
swing states have
been generating
awareness about
Super Pac App.

With the help of Course 6 un-
dergraduates Louis Sobel '14 and
Tal Tchwella '14, Yechiel says this
summer the team has been work-
ing on building a robust back end
and a mobile app. With plans to get
a product on the market sometime
next year, the team is also contact-
ing different psychologists and
hospitals for product feedback and
developing their fundraising pitch.

RallyT

The basic premise of Rallyt is
that organizing has not made the
technological leap that other in-
dustries, such as retail or travel
have. “Amazon started as nothing
but Barnes and Noble on a web-
site,” says Eugene Feldman, one of
the three founders of Rallyt.

“However, Facebook and Grou-
pon could have never existed of-
fline,” he continues. By leveraging
the transformational power of the

Internet, Rallyt hopes to help in-
dividuals organize through a web
platform by providing unique tools
to achieve social change.

Many traditional organizers
have embraced social networking
tools, such as Facebook and Twit-
ter. Yet, they quickly realized that
these tools were great for sharing
but not for coordinating actions like
protesting or contacting journalists.

“We heard from many organiz-
ers over and over that Facebook
groups [work] mostly to invite
people to events — they are not
effective for anything else orga-
nizers do,” says founder Mykhaylo
Kostandov.

“In addition, most of our Face-
book friends are not really our
friends — they are our colleagues,
classmates and random acquain-
tances. It’s hard to post political
causes if you're working for Chev-
ron in Texas and you're voting
for Barack Obama or at Google in
Silicon Valley and plan to support
Mitt Romney for that matter,” says
Feldman.

Co-founder Elfond describes
the range of purposes Rallyt could
help coordinate, from completing
actions ranging from sending a pe-
tition to town hall when a tree falls
on a neighborhood sidewalk all the
way to helping overthrow oppres-
sive dictators.

The founders were partly influ-
enced by the lack of attention given
to police brutality against the oil
worker protests in Kazakhstan in
November of last year. Elfond be-
lieves a site like Rallyt would make
“the potential oppressors be con-
cerned about the world opinion
and thus not feel like they can bru-
tally crack down on their people.”

Based in Cambridge, the team
has benefited from access to a
range of academic advisors at MIT
and Harvard. All three co-founders
have met more than 10 years ago
and have worked together on a
range of projects.

“[without the Beehive], we
could have been in a garage in Los
Angeles,” says Feldman.

Yet now the team is putting fin-
ishing touches on their interface for
a private beta in October with sev-
eral organizations that will be early
adopters. There is a lot of interest in
a better organizing infrastructure
for non profits, but the October pri-
vate beta release will only be open
to 3 - 5 diverse organizations.

“Only the companies that are
embracing an important social
purpose and are willing to adopt
new technologies for that will be
selected,” concludes Elfond.
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City Council will wait a week to approve for 300 Mass. Ave;
wants to preserve atfordable housing in negotiation

By John A. Hawkinson

STAFF REPORTER

MIT and Forest City, the develop-
ers of University Park, are poised to
receive approval to construct a new
life sciences building at 300 Massa-
chusetts Avenue, immediately north
of Random Hall.

In a surprise move on Monday,
Cambridge Mayor Henrietta Davis
rescheduled the city council’s dis-
cussion and vote to next Monday,
Aug. 6.

The new building will demolish
most of the block, from the long-
shuttered Cambridgeport Saloon,
through Thailand Cafe and up to All
Asia, and construct a seven-story
new building for Millennium Phar-
maceuticals. Millennium will lease
the building for fifteen years.

Random Hall will remain un-
touched, as will the gas station and
the New England School of English
dormitory behind Random fac-
ing Green Street. Demolition could
start late this year, if the proposal is
approved.

Although MIT owns much of the
property for the proposed develop-
ment, it has been silent in the zon-
ing amendment process. Forest City
Enterprises has leased MIT’s land
for purposes of this building, and
has also leased the remainder of
the block that is owned by the Hol-
lisian family. It is Forest City that has
brought its proposals before Cam-
bridge’s planning board and city
council.

Local resident opposition

There has been substantial com-
munity opposition to the building
proposal from local residents; Forest
City is seeking a number of zoning
changes, like allowing more height
and building in more square feet
than is currently allowed.

If built without either a special
permit from the planning board or
a zoning change from the city coun-
cil, the building would be limited to
139,000 square feet, and to 65 feet
in height of occupied space (with
additional mechanical penthouses
and rooftop mechanicals that are
not in the regulation). With a special
permit from the planning board, the
building could go to 80 feet of occu-
pied height. Forest City seeks a zon-
ing change that gives them an addi-
tional 108,000 square feet, for a total
of 247,000 square feet, and 94 feet of
occupied height.

According to Forest City, the
penthouse of the building would
reach up to 128 feet high, with most
portions at 123 feet. By comparison,
the Novartis building to the south
(the former NECCO factory) has a 97
foot roof and a 120 foot penthouse.

Community opposition has cen-
tered around the height and the lack
of housing associated with the pro-
posal. Local residents are concerned
that Forest City is not proposing to
build housing, and also that they
wish to exceed the allowable height
for the parcel, which was set during a
hard-won zoning fight decades ago.

But Forest City’s original proposal
for the building, in December 2010,
requested no increase in height — it
was the full 80 feet that the planning
board can grant. But the planning
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Forest City’s proposed building at 300 Massachusetts Avenue would rise to 128 feet at its tallest penthouse, eight feet taller than the penthouse
on the Novartis building, a block to the south. 300 Mass. Ave. will have a variety of different heights, with including a lower 65-foot section adjacent
to Random Hall, a 94-foot section for most of the width (with a 123-foot penthouse), and a 128-foot tower section. Rooftop mechanicals would be

above these heights.

board, in 2011, asked Forest City to
adjust their design to add articula-
tion: making some parts of the build-
ing taller and some shorter. They did
SO.

The planning board also asked
Forest City to work with the city’s
Community Development depart-
ment to add housing. Forest City
came back this year with a proposal
that included a 14-story residential
building near the firehouse. But lo-
cal residents expressed concern that
the proposed building would cast
shadows on Jill Brown Rhone Park in
Lafayette Square. As a result, the city
council amended the proposal on
June 11 to remove the housing.

Forest City’s proposal also in-
cludes a $1.1 million “community
benefit” contribution to the city,
contingent on the building being
built. They have also committed to
ground floor retail, and have hired
the same retail consultant who led
to Flour and Central Bottle at Novar-
tis, two blocks south. They will have
about three times much retail space
as Novartis now has.

Monday’s council meeting

The city council typically meets
only once over the summer, and
about thirty protesters stood in front
of City Hall with large signs prior to
the meeting, which ended up lasting
six hours.

About 100 people had signed up
to speak at the public comment por-
tion of the meeting. Comments are
limited to three minutes, suggest-
ing as much as five hours of public
comment.

But at the beginning of the meet-
ing, Mayor Henrietta Davis an-
nounced that the Forest City peti-
tion would be postponed for one
week until a special meeting of the
City Council at 7:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, Aug. 6. She was loudly booed
and derided by many members of
the crowd, who filled the city council
chambers.

Many people who had planned to
speak left, but public comment still
lasted three-and-a-half-hours.
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Susan Yanow, of the Area 4 Neighborhood Coaliton, protests the further development of Central Square
on Monday in front of City Hall. Other protesters held signs with “Don’t Kendalize Central” and “No Permit 4
Forest City"” written. Yanow is the author of a “downzoning”petition to institute a development moratorium in

the area.

Two-and-a-half hours into pub-
lic comment, Cambridge resident
Cathy Hoffmann demanded an ex-
planation for the mayor’s actions,
expressing the palpable frustration
of the room: that many residents had
invested a lot of effort to be present
at the meeting, including rearrang-
ing vacation plans. Hoffman stated
her intention to not leave the micro-
phone until Davis explained. Scores
of residents rose to their feet in her
support.

After a contentious discussion
and a brief recess, the council voted
to suspend the rules and allow the
mayor to respond during the public

comment portion of the meeting.

Davis explained that the delay
was about housing. About 150 units
of affordable housing within Univer-
sity Park are threatened with expiry,
meaning they will no longer be re-
served for affordable housing, Davis
said.

Davis and the council became
aware of this issue late last week, and
“it suddenly became an opportu-
nity in the negotiations/discussions
around the Forest City petition,” Da-
vis said.

As a result, Davis unilaterally
chose to defer consideration of the
Forest City petition until a special
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WE’RE SEEKING TO BUILD

OUR FORCES

meeting next week.

Davis had no response to why
there was no advance notice of the
change to the meeting’s agenda.

In many ways, the lack of notice
and transparency has been typical
of the city council’s process on this
petition. There was no advance no-
tice that the housing tower would
be removed from the proposal by
the council in June. At an ordinance
committee meeting on July 25, Forest
City presented additional materials
that had not been seen prior to the
meeting, causing confusion among
some members of the council and
the public.
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Lottery officials knew about Cash WinFall's flaws

Gambling syndicates included MIT students; spent over $40 million in seven years

By Andrea Estes

THE BOSTON GLOBE

Massachusetts State Lottery of-
ficials knew for years that a small
group of gambling syndicates had
virtually taken over a game called
Cash WinFall — winning most of
the prizes during high payoff peri-
ods — but did nothing about it until
the Globe began investigating, ac-
cording to state Inspector General
Gregory W. Sullivan.

Sullivan’s report details the
way a handful of math and science
wizards, including Massachusetts
Institute of Technology under-
graduates looking for an interesting
school project, turned Cash Win-
Fall into a nearly fulltime business,
spending $40 million on tickets
over a seven-year period and win-
ning an estimated $48 million.

MIT undergrads
turned Cash
WinFall into a
nearly fulltime
business.

And lottery officials were happy
about the huge sales to these so-
phisticated gamblers, bending and
breaking lottery rules to allow them
to buy hundreds of thousands of
the $2 tickets, Sullivan found. If
anything, lottery officials were en-
vious, with one supervisor asking in
an e-mail: “How do I become part
of the club when I retire?”

State Treasurer Steven Gross-
man, who oversees the lottery, fi-
nally stopped the game this year.
On Monday, Grossman said the
agency should have taken action
sooner.

“1 feel it is important to es-
sentially apologize to the public
because a game was created that
allowed syndicates to gain special
opportunities that others did not
have — using machines themselves,
partnership with lottery agents, us-
ing them after hours. We're sorry
some gained unfair advantage,’
said Grossman, who had requested
Sullivan’s investigation.

“Revenues were tremendous
and the lottery benefited, but there
were practices that were not appro-
priate and things done that were
not right,” he said.

However, the inspector general
recommended no further action,
concluding that lottery officials
got no personal benefit from the
syndicates’ manipulations. He also
found that ordinary gamblers still
had a fair chance at winning Cash
WinFall, though the syndicates re-
ported a much higher rate of profit
than ordinary gamblers.

Sullivan found that the lottery
failed to manage the game or en-
force the rules, but concluded the
game was “a financial success for
the lottery.”

The Globe reported last sum-
mer that a few gamblers with an
extraordinary knowledge of math
and probability had found a quirk
in Cash WinFall shortly after it was
introduced in 2004, allowing them
to make an almost guaranteed prof-
it as long as they purchased enough
tickets at the right time. They fig-
ured out that, for a few days every
three months or so, Cash WinFall
became the most reliably lucrative
lottery game in the country.

Sullivan said that these high roll-
ers made a livelihood from playing
it, giving up their day jobs to devote
nearly full-time to the game, often
backed by hundreds of thousands
of dollars put up by investors.

The leaders of the group of MIT
students stumbled on Cash Win-
Fall as part of a college research
project. James M. Harvey '05 told
investigators he was looking for
an interesting senior independent
study subject for his final semester
in 2005. He said it took only a few
days to determine that during so-

called “rolldown weeks,” it was easy
for large-scale bettors to win more
than they lose.

Here’s why: Unlike most lottery
games, the biggest prize in Cash
WinFall was capped at $2 million.
If no one won the jackpot when
it reached $2 million, the jackpot
was then redistributed — or “rolled
down” — into the smaller prizes,
making them 5 to 10 times bigger
than normal. Matching 5 of the 6
numbers drawn in Cash WinFall
would normally produce a $4,000
prize, but during a rolldown week,
the prize could top $40,000.

The groups figured out that if
they bought at least $600,000 worth
of tickets, the chances were excel-
lent that they would win back 15
percent to 20 percent more than
they spent. As a result, whenever
the Cash WinFall jackpot got close
to $2 million, the syndicates rushed
to stores to buy as many tickets as
possible.

Harvey said he initially tried
the game on a small scale during
the Feb. 7, 2005, rolldown, winning
$3,000 from $1,000 worth of tick-
ets. The group’s winnings inspired
other betting pools on the MIT
campus, the report said, but Harvey
made it large-scale, forming a com-
pany with fellow student Yuran Lu
'05. They called it Random Strate-
gies Investments, after the dorm,
Random Hall, where their plan was
hatched.

Random  Strategies officials
spent many hours filling out bet-
ting slips and buying tickets at a
few hand-picked stores, the report
said, betting between $17 and $18
million over a seven-year period on
Cash WinFall. Sullivan estimated
the group earned at least $3.5 mil-
lion in profits from 2005 to 2012,
though Harvey declined to disclose
his group’s earnings.

Leaders of another group, GS
Investment Strategies of Michigan,
told investigators they typically
aimed to buy around 312,000 tick-
ets to ensure profits. On July 14,
2011, the group placed its largest bet
ever, spending $720,000 on 360,000
tickets.

Zhang left his day
job as a biomedical
researcher to focus
mainly on Cash
WinFall in 2006.

A third group, made up of sci-
entists at Boston University and
Northeastern University, started
betting in 2005 after analyzing Cash
WinFall and realized the odds were
in favor of large-scale bettors.

“I told everyone I met: ‘You
should put more money into this
game,” said Dr. Ying Zhang, who
formed the Doctor Zhang Lottery
Club Limited Partnership.

He told investigators the group
made steady profits from Cash
WinFall from the beginning, just
as his calculations had suggested.
In 2006, he left his day job as a bio-
medical researcher to focus mainly
on Cash WinFall.

The game’s vulnerability be-
came clear in 2010, Sullivan said,
when the MIT group figured out a
way to win nearly the entire jackpot
for a single drawing, something lot-
tery officials had erroneously con-
cluded was impossible.

The MIT group figured out that,
if it bought enough tickets, it could
push the jackpot to $2 million and
trigger the rolldown all by itself.

In August 2010, the group began
quietly buying up enough tickets
to force a rolldown. The lottery re-
mained silent as the MIT group
stockpiled 700,000 tickets and
did not alert the public that a roll-
down week was about to happen,
as it normally does. The MIT group
bought more than 80 percent of
the tickets during the August 2010

Inspector General’'s Report on ‘MIT Group’

In January 2005, James M.
Harvey was about to start his final
semester at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. Looking
for an interesting independent
study project for his last term, he
considered a project evaluating
the Lottery games Powerball and
MegaMillions to determine which
was more advantageous from
the player’s perspective. While
researching Powerball and Mega-
Millions, he also reviewed other
Lottery games for comparison.
That was when he began looking
at Cash WinFall and noticed its
unique “roll-down” feature.

In an interview, Mr. Harvey
said that it took him only a few
days to determine that it was pos-
sible to make a profit playing Cash
WinFall. He did research, ran cal-
culations and talked to friends in
his MIT dorm, Random Hall.

Among other things, Mr. Har-
vey went to Lottery headquarters
in Braintree and asked for the
agency's administrative bulletins
for Cash WinFall. Although no one
could locate the administrative
bulletins, he was able to meet with
a Lottery official who was very fa-
miliar with the technical aspects of
the game. That conversation bol-
stered Mr. Harvey’s own analysis:
during a roll-down, each ticket is
worth more than it costs.

Back at Random Hall, Mr. Har-
vey embarked on two projects:
drumming up interest in a party to
watch the Feb. 6 Super Bowl and
organizing a betting pool to play
the next Cash WinFall roll-down,
which he expected to occur the
next day — Feb. 7. He didn’t gener-
ate much enthusiasm for watching
the New England Patriots play for
the championship, but his analy-
sis of Cash WinFall had broader
appeal. About 50 people each put
$20 into Mr. Harvey'’s lottery pool
for the Feb. 7, 2005 roll-down.

Mr. Harvey and members of
the MIT group bought 500 tickets
at nearby retailers. One of those
tickets matched four of the six win-
ning numbers, paying $2,364. To-
gether with some three out of six
matches, Mr. Harvey’s group had
turned $1,000 into about $3,000.

When Mr. Harvey and a fellow
MIT alumnus, Yuran Lu, incorpo-
rated their betting enterprise in
2010, they named it Random Strat-
egies Investments LLC in honor of
the dorm where the Cash WinFall
plan was launched.

According to Mr. Harvey, word
circulated on the MIT campus
about Cash WinFall and others
formed similar betting pools that
semester, as many as six. Other
than Mr. Harvey'’s, none of the MIT
groups seems to have lasted very
long or grown very large.

The $3,000 in winnings from
the Feb. 7, 2005 roll-down drawing
remained invested in the pool for
future roll-downs. Upon gradua-
tion, some members of the MIT
group invested additional money
in the pool. Mr. Harvey and his
colleagues ramped up their ticket
purchases as quickly as funds al-
lowed, to the point where they
could buy 300,000 tickets for each
roll-down drawing.

Mr. Harvey said his calculations
determined that in general buy-

rolldown, Sullivan found, and ul-
timately cashed in 860 of 983 win-
ning tickets of $600 or more.

Lottery officials previously told
the Globe that they had no way of
knowing what the MIT group was
up to, but Sullivan concluded that
was untrue. He found that the lot-
tery knew the MIT group was buy-
ing up hundreds of thousands of
tickets, because the lottery had to
approve extra ticket sales for the
stores the MIT group frequented.

The lottery’s finance depart-
ment, which approved the extra
sales, failed to notify other lottery
employees whose job was to predict
jackpots for the public.

The inspector general faulted
the lottery for not notifying the pub-
lic, noting that the agency had been

ing about 300,000 tickets was the
best strategy. However, he varied
the number of tickets purchased
for particular roll-downs based
on several factors: the amount
required to push the jackpot up to
$2 million, estimates of how much
other groups would bet, and even
weather forecasts. As long as the
sets of numbers were chosen so
that winning combinations were
well distributed across the range
of possible outcomes - and as
long as no one hit the jackpot — Mr.
Harvey could be virtually certain
he and his investors would make
a profit.

Even when the MIT group
had enough money to purchase
300,000 tickets for a drawing, its
ticket buying was limited by other
factors. One constraint was simply
getting enough ticket slips filled
out. Mr. Harvey developed a com-
puter program that would gener-
ate sets of numbers that would
provide an optimal distribution
across the range of possible draw-
ing results. Under Lottery rules,
betting slips can't be computer
generated so the group had to fill
out betting slips by hand — oval by
oval — to match each set of num-
bers generated by Mr. Harvey's
computer program. Simply filling
out the betting slips was time-con-
suming. However, the betting slips
could be reused so that once the
slips had been created, Mr. Harvey
and his friends did not have to re-
peat that part of the operation.

Another constraint was locat-
ing stores that would handle large
volume purchases. Many retail
outlets balked at processing tick-
ets on the scale that the MIT group
and other high-volume bettors
were seeking. Handling 10,000
tickets, including scanning in the
slip with the requested numbers,
could easily take several hours.
Many store managers objected to
having a staff member monopo-
lized for long stretches. Although
retail stores make a 5 percent
commission on Lottery sales, ty-
ing up a clerk for hours at the lot-
tery terminal could interfere with
other store operations.

In addition, the MIT group, like
other high-volume bettors, invari-
ably had thousands of “free bets”
to redeem from prior drawings.
The store clerk is required to do
twice as much work to process a
free bet. First, the agent must scan
the earlier ticket to redeem the free
bet and then scan the betting slip.
In addition, the store only gets a 1
percent commission — 2 cents — on
a free bet redemption because it is
considered a claimed prize, not a
new sale. In Mr. Harvey's words,
“it was really a grind.”

Over time, Mr. Harvey said the
group found a handful of retail Lot-
tery agents — a Texaco station and
a White Hen Pantry in Belmont,
a convenience store in Back Bay
across the Charles River from MIT,
and a Mobil station in Amesbury
— that would process the group’s
large orders accurately. The MIT
group used these four locations
over and over again.

Other factors could also slow
Random Strategies down. If the
weather was humid, the ticket
machines were more likely to jam.

caught off-guard by the MIT group
— even though the group had been
preparing for a forced rolldown for
years before it carried one out.

Sullivan concluded the lottery
was aware of the gamblers’ activi-
ties as far back as 2005 and cracked
down only after officials feared neg-
ative publicity.

For instance, in April 2010, com-
pliance officer John Marino visited
the two Western Massachusetts
stores where the Michigan group
routinely spent hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars during rolldowns
— and found no problems.

“Everything is very organized
and runs smoothly,” wrote Marino,
who mentioned that the owners of
both stores were part of the Michi-
gan betting club. The lottery even

If a terminal was running low on
ink, it could take several tries to
redeem a winning ticket. Once,
a power outage in the Belmont
and Cambridge area interrupted
the group’s pre-roll-down ticket
buying.

Identifying the winning tickets
was also time-consuming. Mr.
Harvey wouldn't describe his tick-
et-sorting operation in detail, say-
ing his system was proprietary.
He did reveal that he kept records
showing the panels of six-number
sets played in each drawing so
that as soon as the numbers were
announced he could quickly know
how many winners the group held
at each prize level. He also said he
has storage boxes filled with mil-
lions of losing Cash WinFall tickets
to present to auditors. Mr. Harvey
said state and federal tax authori-
ties have audited his group almost
every year since they started play-
ing Cash WinFall.

Tax compliance was also a
headache for high-volume bettors.
Every time Random Strategies
turned in a batch of winning tick-
ets, the Lottery generated a W-2G
for every member of the group.
Even small investors in the MIT
group - for example, someone
who won $800 over the course
of a year — would get dozens of
W-2Gs every year and have to
spend hours accounting for their
winnings on their tax returns. The
hassle prompted some people
to cash out and leave the invest-
ment pool, Mr. Harvey said. The
tax hassle was one reason that the
MIT group, which began with 40
to 50 people, dropped to a couple
dozen participants in the years
after graduation and ended with
10 members at the conclusion of
Cash WinFall earlier this year.

For Mr. Harvey, operating the
Cash WinFall investment pool was
a nearly full-time occupation dur-
ing the group’s seven-year partici-
pation in the game. It also involved
substantial time commitments
from two or three other members
of the MIT group. Mr. Harvey did
other engineering projects on the
side when his schedule permitted,
but refining the calculations, filling
out betting slips, organizing ticket
purchases, claiming prizes and
keeping track of the group’s busi-
ness records was time-consuming
work.

It was also a lucrative enter-
prise. Mr. Harvey said the MIT
group wagered between $17 mil-
lion and $18 million on Cash Win-
Fall. He declined to disclose what
its profits were. The OIG estimated
that the MIT group made at least
$3.5 million before taxes, assum-
ing that it had profits before taxes
of a minimum of 20 percent dur-
ing its seven-year participation in
the game.

The rewards of his participa-
tion in Cash WinFall have not dra-
matically changed Mr. Harvey’'s
lifestyle. Mr. Harvey said that
when he began playing Cash Win-
Fall, his car was a 1995 Chevrolet
Corsica which he had purchased
for $500 at a government auc-
tion. As the MIT group became
successful at Cash WinFall, he up-
graded his ride to a high-mileage
1999 Nissan Altima.

placed a second Cash WinFall ma-
chine at both Billy’s Beverage of
Sunderland and Jerry’s Place in
South Deerfield, allowing the gam-
blers to process more bets faster.

After the Globe reported on the
syndicates’ takeover of Cash Win-
Fall last July, Grossman disciplined
the owners of the two stores that
had allowed the Michigan group
to run the ticket machines them-
selves, and restricted the number
of tickets any store could sell in a
day, essentially ending the groups’
dominance. The game was phased
out earlier this year.

“I see this as a teachable mo-
ment, to send a message to our cus-
tomers that the integrity of the lot-
tery is of paramount importance,’
said Grossman.
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[1086] Eyelash Wish Log

EYELASH WISH LOG

WISH BUREAD ID #:
? 2118378 A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE
DATE RANGE: SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE
WISHER JAN-APR 2012

by Randall Munroe
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains

exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2012

Fill It Up vy Gail Grabowsk
1 2 |3 |4 5 [6 |7 |8 9

10 |11 [12

13 14 15

56
62
65
68
ACROSS DOWN
1 Difficult 1 Tubular sandwiches
5 Poisonous snakes 2 Without help
9 Emcee 3 Adjust, as shoelaces

4 Wooden duck
5 Increase gradually

13 Confederate general Robert __
14 Good buddy

15 Major artery 6 “Scat!”
16 College military unit: Abbr. 7 Opposite of “push”
17 Soft-drink flavor 8 ltsy-bitsy

18 Water vapor 9 Holder for a frankfurter
19 Flavorful holder for hot beef 10 Black-and-white cookie
21 Aromas 11 Leading actor

22 "So long!” 12 Scottish caps

23 Tonight Show host

25 Poor grades

28 Thermometer measure
32 Stinging insects

36 Wind-direction indicator
38 Male hog

39 __ spumante wine

40 Honeydew or cantaloupe
41 Cold War adversary: Abbr.
42 Manner of walking

43 Clothes-pressing appliance
44 | eg joints

45 Stretch out haphazardly
47 Rudolph’s red feature

49 Auction actions

51 Rides a bike

56 Treat with contempt

59 Tex-Mex snack holder

62 Like zoo animals

63 Canyon sound

64 Roof overhang

65 Impressive display

66 “Huh?”

67 Fencing blade

68 Can't do without

69 Collectors’ goals

70 Whispered "“Hey you!

Techdoku |

Solution, page 20

15 In unison

20 Head-motion assents
24 Adam and Eve's garden
26 " . . happily __ after”
27 Hair stylist's shop

29 Thorny flower

30 Make simpler

31 Makes mistakes

32 Dog's tail movements
33 “Right now!"” in a memo
34 Mix together

35 Holder for a gyro sandwich
37 Prohibited thing

40 Not very spicy

44 Lock openers

46 Gusty

48 Goes fast

50 One-pot beef dishes
52 Baby bird's sound

53 Jumps

54 North Pole workers

55 Icy precipitation

56 Read quickly

57 Show concern

58 Fairy tale meanie

60 Have sore muscles

61 Casual talk

Solution, page 20

80x 72% =
S
180x """"" 2 R
1 — 5% T o
9+ - | 53 --------------------
------------------- 4- Bx

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of
each of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9. each of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.
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SPORTS SHORT

Stephen Young '09 named
to 2012 World Rowing
Championship team

Former MIT heavyweight crew coxswain Stephen
Young '09 will represent the United States at the
2012 World Rowing Championships which will be
held from Aug. 15 to 19 in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. This will
be Young'’s second time coxing at the World Rowing
Championships. Last year in Lake Karapiro, New Zea-
land, he raced in the men’s coxed pair and in the light-
weight men’s eight.

In 2009, Young steered the MIT heavyweight men
to their best season in recent history, helping the
crew defeat Princeton University for the first time
since 1975. This year, Young will cox Justin Stangel
and Blaise Didier as they attempt to win the U.Ss first
medal in the coxed pair since 2009. The trio will likely
face strong crews from Australia, Canada, Germany,
and Italy, all medalists in the event from the previous
two World Rowing Championships.

—Lucas Goodman

SPORTS

Are you a redditor?

We have narwals!
And bacon!

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2012

US women’s gymnastics: Gold
As of Tuesday, US second to China in the medal count

By Sarah Weir
SPORTS EDITOR

The 2012 London Olympics offi-
cially started on Friday with a quirky
opening ceremony which included
the Queen jumping out of a helicop-
ter and lots of corgis.

Saturday kicked off the Games
with the men’s road race. Great Brit-
ain’s team was expected to shine as
it included sprinter Mark Cavendish
and Tour de France winner Bradley
Wiggins. Along with Great Britain,
the U.S. was also in good position to
medal as Timmy Duggan and Tejay
Van Garderen tried to lead 22-year-
old Taylor Phinney to gold. Swiss
rider Fabian Cancellara was also in
medal contention until he crashed
and injured his right shoulder during
Saturday’s race.

The favored riders remained in
the peloton for the majority of the
race, expecting to eventually catch up
to the lead breakaways. In a surpris-
ing turn, they never made it. An early
breakaway remained at the front up
until the end. Alexandr Vinokurov
from Kazakhstan won gold, Colombi-
an Rigoberto Urdn Uran earned silver,
and Alexander Kristoff from Norway

The upcoming races will likely be
even more interesting as these riders
try to take back their titles.

The U.S. continues to dominate
this Olympics in the pool. However,
this year’s story differs from when
Michael Phelps dominated basically
everything in Beijing.

On Tuesday morning, Phelps
needed one more medal to become
the most decorated Olympian of all
time. He barely missed the podium
in the 400 meter individual medley,
earning fourth place while teammate
Ryan Lochte won the gold. However,
he was part of the men’s 4x100 me-
ter freestyle relay that won the sil-
ver medal after a late comeback by
France’s Yannick Agnel stole the U.S’s
glory. Phelps isn’t looking to repeat
what he did in Beijing, but after earn-
ing silver in the 200 meter butterfly
and gold in his final event, the 4x200
meter freestyle relay, he has made
history.

Lochte was expected to stun
Phelps and the rest of the competi-
tion at these Olympics. He has won
two gold medals so far, but could not
fend off France’s Agnel in the last leg
of the 4x100 relay, and only got fourth
place in the 200 meter freestyle.
Lochte still has two events to prove

himself, but even after building up a
huge fan base and making it this far,
he’s still no Michael Phelps.

For the first time since 1996, the
U.S. women’s gymnastics team has
won gold in the team competition.
Russia and Romania earned silver
and bronze, respectively. China, the
gold-medal winners from the Beijing
Olympics, only earned fourth place
in Tuesday’s team final. Russia made
some serious mistakes in their floor
exercises immediately before the U.S.
had to compete in that event, which
gave the girls some confidence.

Gabrielle Douglas, Jordyn Wieber,
and Alexandra Raisman competed
for the U.S., each delivering solid per-
formances. Before they even finished,
it was clear that the U.S. would win
gold. Next up for the women’s team
is the individual all-around event,
which Shawn Johnson won in Beijing.
Douglas and Raisman will compete
for gold on Thursday, with Douglas
expected to take home the gold.

As of Tuesday, the U.S. is second
to China in the medal count. Both
countries have 23 medals, but China
has 13 gold medals to U.S!s 9. Look
out for more swimming, gymnastics,
and cycling as the games continue
into August.

join@tech.mit.edu edged out Phinney to win the bronze.
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MIT PROFESSIO

KRESGE AUDITORIUM, MIT

PHILHAR
ORCHEST

GE RGE OGATA, Music Director € Cond

Please join us for a very special night of music

FRIDAY AUGUST 3, 2012 ¢t 8PM

FREE for all to attend

1C

PROGRAM

PYOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY (1840-1893)
Manfred Symphony in B minor, Op. 58

I. Lento lugubre
I1. Vivace con spirito
ITI. Andante con moto
IV. Allegro con fuoco

ABOUT MITSPO

every summer.

Now in its 17th season, the MIT Summer
Philharmonic Orchestra (MITSPO) has been the
preeminent summer community orchestra for
nearly two decades. Made up of top musicians

of the MIT community and the general Greater
Boston area, MITSPO hosts a single concert event

Learn more at: HTTP:/WWW.MITSPO.ORG/






