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research

Prof. wins Nat'l
Medal of Science

By Derek Chang
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

Professor Rudolf Jaenisch, MIT biol-
ogy professor and a founding member
of the Whitehead Institute, was recently
named by President Obama as one of the
seven recipients of the National Medal of
Science, the highest honor given by the
U.S. government in the fields of science
and engineering. Jaenisch was awarded
for his work on epigenetic regulation,
the biological processes that affect how
genetic information is translated into
cell structures without changing the
genes themselves. Last Friday, Jaenisch
sat down with The Tech to discuss his re-
search and inspiration:

The Tech: Tell me a bit about your
background. What was your academic
experience like in high school and col-
lege, and how has it affected your cur-
rent work?

Jaenisch: I
grew up in Ger-
many. [ went to a
high school that
specialized in
Latin and Greek,
so at the time I
did not take many
natural  science
courses, such as
biology or chemistry. In my pre-college
years, I therefore did not get as much of
an academic foundation in the sciences.
However, I still remained connected to
science because my father was a physi-
cian. Iwent to medical school afterwards
and finished my doctorate in medicine
from the University of Hamburg, but I
found medicine did not appeal to me. I
was interested in experimental science
and molecular biology instead, and that

Medal of Science, Page 6

Bizarre blizzard hits Boston area
Halloween snow wreaks havoc in western Mass.

PHOTOS,

Letter from Chancellor
Grimson on Castillo,
Tonegawa deaths

Editor’s Note: The following text was sent as a
campus-wide email last Friday.

Last week, we were all shocked and deeply
saddened to hear of the passing of one of our
community, the second death of a student on
campus this academic year. Such losses stun
us as a community; they are unexpected, they
are hard to understand, and they remind us that
our community depends not only on our aca-
demic endeavors, but above all on the people
within it and the connections between us.

At times like this, our first thoughts must be
with the grieving families, to offer them care, re-
spect and support in such a difficult moment.
As alongtime member of the MIT faculty and as
a parent myself, I am also keenly aware that the

Community letter, Page 15

JARED L. WONG

Cause of death determined

Examiner’s report: Tonegawa death suicide

By Ethan A. Solomon

EDITOR IN CHIEF

Freshman Satto Tonegawa's cause of
death was ruled self-inflicted asphyxi-
ation, according to his death certificate
filed with the Cambridge City Clerk’s of-
fice. Tonegawa, son of MIT Nobel laureate
Susumu Tonegawa, was found dead in his
MacGregor dormitory room last Tuesday.
He was 18.

Tonegawa’s death is the second of the
term. On Sept. 4, Nicolas E. Del Castillo,
a sophomore, was found dead in his East
Campus dormitory room. His death was
also ruled a suicide.

Chancellor Eric Grimson PhD ’80 ad-
dressed MIT regarding the deaths in a cam-
puswide email last Friday.

“As a longtime member of the MIT fac-

IN SHORT

ulty and as a parent myself, I am also keenly
aware that the loss of Nicolas Del Castillo
and Satto Tonegawa has touched our entire
community, including those who may not
have known them directly,” Grimson wrote.
“I'want to extend my own personal wish that
each of you takes a bit of time away from
your academic routine to reflect on your
connections to our community and on your
sense of personal well-being.”

(See sidebar for the full text of Chancel-
lor Grimson’s email.)

Tonegawa was born in Boston and lived
in Chestnut Hill, about six miles from MIT.

Students who feel affected by this death
may contact their housemasters or GRTs for
support. Community members may also
visit http://web.mit.edu/student/personal_
support.html, or reach Mental Health Ser-
vices at 617-253-2916.

Lawrence H. Summers '75, former Treasury secretary and current
Harvard professor, will be giving a talk today about stimulating growth

in the current economy. The talk will be held in Wong Auditorium (E51)

Wednesday at 4:30 p.m.

By Jessica J. Pourian
NEWS EDITOR

The first snowfall came early this
year with an accumulation of 1 inch
in Boston and 1-2 inches in Cam-
bridge this past Saturday in a rare
October blizzard. The snowstorm
dumped over a foot of snow in some
parts of western Massachusetts,
leaving over 620,000 people with-
out power, mostly in the western
part of the state. The outage is ongo-
ing; as of 8 p.m. last night, 450,000
people are still without power in
Massachusetts.

Heavy rains started in Boston
around 2 p.m. and turned into a
heavy snowstorm by midnight.

At MIT’s Pumpkin Drop, stu-
dents braved slushy conditions
and severe winds on Saturday night
to watch the annual event. Spot-
lights shone on the Green Building
highlighted the swirling, wet snow,
which accumulated on the ground
and had MIT’s snowplows out by
early Sunday morning. By Sunday
afternoon, the weather had cleared.

The current record for snowfall
in October for Boston is just 1.1
inches, which was set on Oct. 29,

2005. Though Boston did not break
its record, many towns in west-
ern Massachusetts broke theirs.
Worcester broke its record by the
largest margin, with 14.6 inches
of snow. Plainfield, which did not
break its record, saw 30.8 inches;
Ashfield had 25.5 inches.

The current outages are so se-
vere that Halloween has officially
been postponed by a number of
towns in western Massachusetts
and multiple school districts have
canceled classes. It might be sev-

Oct. snow, Page 13

Do neutrinos move faster than light? Probably not. But don'’t take
our word for it. Hear it from MIT Professors Alan H. Guth '69, Edward
Farhi, and Peter H. Fisher today at 8 p.m. in 26-100 during a physics panel
hosted by LSC.

The MIT 100K Elevator Pitch Contest Finale takes place this Wednes-
day at 7 p.m. in 32-123. The winner will be awarded $5,000.

Find something ugly and raise money for a charity at the same time!
Enter into APO’s Ugliest Manifestation contest and donate to the candi-
dates in Lobby 10 through this Thursday.

Send news information and tips to news@tech.mit.edu.
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Libya names an engineer as
new prime minister

TRIPOLI, Libya — Libya’s provisional leaders named an
engineer as the new prime minister Monday, taking the first
step toward assembling a new transitional government after
the killing of Moammar Gadhafi and the formal end to the up-
rising that ended his nearly 42 years in power.

Libya’s National Transitional Council said Monday that
its members voted to name as prime minister Abdel Rahim
el-Keeb, whom officials described as an electronics engineer
and Gadhafi critic who spent most of his career abroad. For
the purposes of Libyan politics, however, Keeb is considered
a resident of the western city of Tripoli, the capital, offering
regional balance to the interim president, Mustafa Abdel-Jalil,
who is from the east.

Keeb did not play any conspicuous role in the revolt
against Gadhafi, but leaders of the revolt from Tripoli, the
Western mountains and the coastal city of Misrata cheered
his selection. He succeeds Mahmoud Jibril, who announced
his resignation after the capture of Tripoli.

—David D. Kirkpatrick, The New York Times

Supreme Court to hear cases
on bad advice on plea deals

WASHINGTON — Anthony Cooper shot a woman in De-
troit in 2003 and then received laughably bad legal advice.
Because all four of his bullets had struck the victim below her
waist, his lawyer said, Cooper could not be convicted of as-
sault with intent to murder.

Based on that advice, Cooper rejected a plea bargain that
called for a sentence of four to seven years. Later he was con-
victed, and he is serving 15 to 30 years.

At least Cooper heard about his plea offer. Galin E. Frye’s
lawyer never told him that prosecutors in Missouri were will-
ing to let him plead guilty to a misdemeanor and serve 90
days in prison for driving without a license. When Frye did
plead guilty after the offer expired, a judge sentenced him to
three years.

On Monday, the Supreme Court will hear arguments in
the two cases, which ask how principles concerning bad le-
gal work at trial should apply to plea bargains. The question
is of surpassing importance, since a large majority of criminal
cases are settled at the plea stage.

—Adam Liptak, The New York Times

Blu-ray a bright spot for home
entertainment industry

LOS ANGELES — Hollywood’s troubled home entertain-
ment business is moving in an unaccustomed direction: up.

On Monday, the Digital Entertainment Group, which
monitors consumer spending for home entertainment in
the United States, is expected to report a 5 percent increase
in industrywide revenue for the third quarter, to roughly $3.9
billion from about $3.7 billion a year earlier. It is the first quar-
terly uptick since the beginning of 2008.

In part, the increase reflects a surge in Blu-ray sales, which
are expected to reach $1.23 billion for the first three quarters,
up from about $1 billion for the same period a year earlier.
That puts them on a par with video store rentals, which have
been falling, and on-demand revenue, which has grown more
slowly.

The overall gain is modest, but welcome in a business in
which piracy, economic weakness and digital competition
have steadily eroded what was once Hollywood’s core source
of income — the rental and sale of DVDs.

“It’s extremely encouraging,” said Ronald J. Sanders, the
president of Warner Home Video. “I would say things have
stabilized.”
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Greece plans referendum
on latest Europe aid deal

By Niki Kitsantonis
and Rachel Donadio
THE NEW YORK TIMES

ATHENS, Greece — In a surprise
move that jolted Europe and put his
political future in play, Prime Minis-
ter George Papandreou announced
Monday that his government would
hold a referendum on a new aid
package for Greece, putting austerity
measures — and potentially mem-
bership in the eurozone — to a popu-
lar vote for the first time.

Analysts said the vote on the aus-
terity package did not immediately
threaten the comprehensive agree-
ment reached by European leaders
last week to shore up the eurozone.
More likely, they said, a rejection by
the voters would be treated as a vote
of no confidence in the government
and lead to early elections.

But the decision to go ahead with
the vote introduces a note of uncer-
tainty in what had seemed to be a
done deal. The anxiety stirred up by
those fears hammered U.S. finan-
cial markets Monday, showing once
again how the domestic politics of
even the smallest members of the

European Union can create troubles
that not only threaten the currency
but reverberate around the globe.

Addressing lawmakers Monday
evening, Papandreou said the deci-
sion on whether to adopt the deal,
which includes fresh financial as-
sistance, debt relief and deeply un-
popular austerity measures, properly
belonged to the Greek people.*

“Let us allow the people to have
the last word, let them decide on the
country’s fate,” he said.

The move was widely seen as an
effort by Papandreou to shore up
his flagging political fortunes and
to avoid the instability of early elec-
tions. The center-right opposition
has opposed the bulk of the austerity
program, and the prime minister’s
popular support has dwindled as
Greeks have been hit by a seemingly
endless series of tax increases and
wage and pension cuts.

A referendum would in effect
shift responsibility for the nation’s
painful economic choices from Pa-
pandreou’s Socialist Party onto the
public.

By framing the debate as one of
continuing to use the euro or return-

ingto the drachma, the move also ap-
peared to give the Greek government
a bit more breathing room — and
leverage — in negotiations with Eu-
rope over the debt deal, proving that
a matter that some in Germany had
hoped had been settled last week still
had the potential to be reopened.

“It’s not motivated by the inten-
tion of some sort of brinkmanship
with Europe, but it may have this
sort of positive or negative effect,”
said George Pagoulatos, a professor
of European politics and economy
at Athens University of Economics.
“It raises the stakes. It's about, “Will
we remain in the euro with a lower
public debt or we will lose everything
that we will achieve?”

At a time when Papandreou is
under intense political and social
pressure, including from members of
his own Socialist Party, the move was
seen as the last card he could play.

It was still unclear how the ref-
erendum question would be posed,
but Papandreou said the vote would
be on whether Greeks supported the
debt deal and the program of auster-
ity measures in exchange for foreign
aid.

Despite US pressure, Pakistan

unlikely to

By Pir Zubair Shah
and Carlotta Gall
THE NEW YORK TIMES

Secretary of State Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton and other senior ad-
ministration officials visited Paki-
stan in October to demand that
Pakistan’s spy agency either deliver
the Haqqani network, a virulent
part of the insurgency fighting U.S.
forces in Afghanistan, to the nego-
tiating table or help fight them in
their stronghold in Pakistan’s rugged
tribal areas.

But there are any number of rea-
sons why the Pakistanis may disap-
point the Americans. Notleast is that
the Haqqani leadership — contrary
to the U.S. emphasis on drone strikes
in the tribal areas — does not have to
hide in Pakistan’s ungoverned fring-
es. So close are the Haqqanis' ties to
Pakistan’s military and intelligence
service that one might just as well

Islamabad, or in the closely guarded
military quarters of Rawalpindi.

Osama bin Laden was thought to
have been hiding in the tribal areas,
too, said a tribal elder reached by
telephone in the Haqqani strong-
hold of North Waziristan. Instead,
bin Laden was killed by U.S. com-
mandos in Abbottabad, a small city
deep in Pakistan that is home to a
top military academy. Whether he
was there with the knowledge of
Pakistan’s spy agency is still unclear.

“The Americans have taken the
hell out of us through drones all
these years trying to target OBL,’
said the elder, referring to bin Laden
and not wanting to be named for fear
of his safety. “But they found him in
Abbottabad. The same will happen
with the Haqqanis, too.”

The freedom of movement the
Haqqanis enjoy in Pakistan could be
witnessed on a sweltering July day
last year at a graduation ceremony

take on Hagqqganis

schools, Darul Uloom Haqqgania,
well known for producing the ranks
of the Afghan and Pakistani Taliban.

Among the thousands who had
gathered that day in Akora Khattak,
just an hour from the capital, were
top members of the Haqqani fam-
ily. The family patriarch, Jalaluddin
Haqqani, is a graduate of the school
and draws his last name from it.

The Haqqanis stayed for several
hours at the event, which was almost
certainly monitored by Pakistani in-
telligence agents, and, after lunch,
left in a car with Islamabad license
plates.

The Haqqani family, which runs
the network like a mafia, maintains
several town houses, including in
Islamabad and elsewhere, and they
have been known to visit military
facilities in Rawalpindi, attend tribal
gatherings and even travel abroad
on pilgrimages, say military and po-
litical analysts who follow militant

—Michael Cieply, The New York Times look for them around the capital, at one of Pakistan’s largest religious  activity in Pakistan.
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Storm leaves nine dead, over
three million without power

By Anne Barnard
and Sarah Maslin Nir
THE NEW YORK TIMES

It was a storm of record conse-
quence, disrupting large swaths
of the Northeast in ways large and
small: Towns were buried in dense
snowfalls, closing down streets,
schools, and even, in some cases,
Halloween celebrations.

By the time the great snowstorm
of October 2011 finally ended early
Sunday, more than three million
customers would find themselves
without power and with the pros-
pect of enduring several more days
without it. In many communities,
the impact on daily life was far
greater than the aftermath of Tropi-
cal Storm Irene.

People emptied stores of gen-
erators and chain saws and flocked
to town halls to charge phones on
emergency power. The chilled and
the hungry drove miles looking for
a cup of coffee, or barbecued meat
inexorably defrosting in power-
less freezers. In Worcester, Mass.,
a wedding with cranberry dresses
and flowers the colors of fall foliage

ended up soggy and white. In Glen
Rock, N.J., orderly suburban blocks
became a maze, with fallen branch-
es draped across nearly every street.

At least nine deaths had been
attributed to the storm, including a
20-year-old man electrocuted by a
downed power line in Springfield,
Mass.

Communities in New Jersey,
Connecticut, Massachusetts and
New Hampshire expected schools
to remained closed for several days
as they cleaned up downed electri-
cal wires and fallen branches. And
in Central Park, as many as 1,000
trees may be lost — eight times
the damage suffered after Tropical
Storm Irene.

But the most telling sign of
how the snow had turned seasons
topsy-turvy — throwing an icy and
sometimes lethal blanket over trees
whose leaves were often still green
— the storm threatened to obliter-
ate Halloween.

In Hollis, N.H., officials held
an urgent meeting at the town hall
where, unlike at their homes, there
was heat, hot water, and flushing
toilets. The emergency manage-

ment director, Don McCoy, gave
them the bad news: He was cancel-
ing Halloween until next year.

It was too dangerous, he said,
for children to meander through
total darkness, live wires and fallen
branches, and there was no way to
know how soon it would be safe.

Later, he relented, declaring
trick-or-treating merely postponed,
until Nov. 5, following the lead of
the nearby town of Brookline.

“Things should be a little bet-
ter then, and we hate to disappoint
all the kiddies who went out and
bought costumes,” McCoy said.

In Worcester, Mass, officials
asked people not to trick or treat un-
til Thursday; in New Canaan, Conn.,
a Halloween parade was canceled;
and in New Jersey, town govern-
ments issued 5 p.m. curfews — ef-
fectively banning trick-or-treating
— by sending text messages to resi-
dents on their phones.

“I told my kids we're not hav-
ing a white Christmas, we're hav-
ing a white Halloween,” said Ma-
ria Ponce, 32, of Port Chester, N.Y.
“They’ll have to wear boots to
trick-or-treat.”

76 arrested in drug ring traced to
US from Mexico

By Marc Lacey

THE NEW YORK TIMES

PHOENIX — Law enforcement
officials on Monday announced the
breakup of a massive drug-smug-
gling ring that used lookouts on hill-
tops in southern Arizona to move
huge quantities of marijuana and
other drugs across the Mexican bor-
der to users throughout the United
States.

Over the last month and a half,
federal, state and local officials have
arrested 76 people, from organiza-
tional bosses to stash-house guards
to those who transported the drugs
in backpacks and in vehicles, the
authorities said. All were linked to
the Sinaloa cartel run by Joaquin
Guzman, Mexico’s richest and most
wanted outlaw, who goes by the
nickname El Chapo, officials said.

Speaking at a news conference
on Monday, Arizona officials es-
timated that the ring had been in
operation for at least five years and
had generated more than $2 billion

in profits by smuggling more than 3
million pounds of marijuana, 20,000
pounds of cocaine and 10,000
pounds of heroin into the United
States. Such large smuggling rings
usually use tractor-trailers to get
their contraband across, the author-
ities said, but this operation relied
mostly on migrants on foot straining
under their loads.

The authorities acknowledged
that the huge smuggling ring oper-
ated under their noses, albeit in rug-
ged terrain that is difficult to patrol.
The drugs would be carried across
the border in relatively small quan-
tities and then transported north
to a network of stash houses in the
Phoenix area. From there, the con-
traband would be sold to distribu-
tors nationwide.

The route was through the most
desolate desert areas of southern
Arizona, from Yuma to just east
of the border community of Sells,
including the sprawling Tohono
O’odham Indian reservation. Spot-
ters with radios or cellphones were

used to point out the presence of law
enforcement and divert loads, the
authorities said.

The investigation began in June
of last year with a traffic stop in Pinal
County of a suspect who later pro-
vided details of the operation, said
Sheriff Paul Babeu. Babeu, who is
considering a run for Congress, cited
the arrests to buttress his argument
that the border remains porous, de-
spite the Obama administration’s
insistence that it was more secure
than ever. About half of those ar-
rested were illegal immigrants and
the other half were U.S. citizens or
holders of valid visas, officials said.

While calling the arrests a blow
to the smugglers, the authorities
were cautious in declaring victory.

“I expect there will be a shift,
said Matthew Allen, special agent
in charge for the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s Homeland
Security Investigations in Arizona.
“One investigation is not going to
put them out of business. We have to
continually adapt.”

In China, political outsiders turn to
microblog campaigns

By Sharon Lafraniere
THE NEW YORK TIMES

BEIJING — For at least some
candidates seeking parliamentary
seats in local Chinese elections this
year, the winning formula is the
very antithesis of what works in the
United States.

Here, they keep their heads
down and elucidate no platform.
And if they campaign at all, their
politicking is discreetly low-key.

“The last thing you want to do
is gather people together,” Yao Bo,
a well-known social commentator
aiming for a legislative seat in a Bei-
jing district, said in October.

That is because Yao is running
as an independent in an election
that is ostensibly open to all com-
ers, but in fact is stacked in favor of
the Communist Party’s handpicked
candidates. To have any hope of
cracking the system, some candi-
dates argue, an outsider must either
be so famous that he or she cannot

be blocked from running without
an outcry, or so anonymous that
the authorities are caught off guard.

In past years, no strategy has
worked. But in a turnabout, this
year’s push by outsiders to infil-
trate China’s local political process
is creating ripples, partly because
of the momentum and visibility
they are building via Twitter-like
services on the Chinese Internet.
Not only are there more candidates
— estimates range from more than
100 to thousands — but they are
also no longer faceless challengers
who can be shoved aside without a
whimper.

Many if not most will fail to
make it onto the ballot, much less
get elected, because of myriad
government impediments, Li Fan,
director of the World and China
Institute, a nongovernmental re-
search center in Beijing, said in an
interview. Nonetheless, he said,
the surge in such candidacies is “a
very strong indication that the gov-

ernment cannot continue to totally
dominate public policy.”

Typically, elections to China’s
local people’s congresses, the low-
est parliamentary tier, excite little
interest. More than 2 million law-
makers are chosen in the only gov-
ernment posts — other than village
leaders and the odd government-
approved experiment — that are
determined by direct election. Or-
dinary Chinese typically sit out the
referendums, held every three to
five years, because they view the re-
sults as foreordained.

But this election cycle, which
began in May and will continue
through next year, is already prov-
ing different.

Consider the candidacy of Guo
Huojia, 59, a vegetable and fruit
seller with a primary school educa-
tion. He has battled local authori-
ties outside Guangzhou, in south-
ern China, for four years over what
he claims are illegal government
seizures of farms for development.
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Kyrgyzstan votes for president,
hopes for peace

BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan — The people of this strategically impor-
tant Central Asian nation voted in a presidential election Sunday,
seeking an end to years of political turmoil, though some fear the
vote could expose the regional and ethnic divisions that nearly tore
the country apart last year.

Almazbek Atambayev, who was prime minister until stepping
down in September to concentrate on his campaign, was set to win
with about 60 percent of the vote, the Central Election Commission
reported Monday.

It was the first presidential election since the bloody ouster in
April 2010 of Kyrgyzstan’s authoritarian leader, Kurmanbek S. Baki-
yev. That was followed by an explosion of violence between ethnic
Kyrgyz and minority Uzbeks in the south of the country that led to
nearly 500 deaths.

Since then, there have been no other major outbreaks of vio-
lence, though people in this former Soviet republic of about 5 million
people remain on edge.

The election was being monitored closely by international ob-
servers, particularly from the United States and Russia, both of
which maintain military bases in Kyrgyzstan. The U.S. air base, of-
ficially called a “transit center,” at the Manas airport outside Bishkek,
is an important supply hub for NATO forces in Afghanistan.

“People are tired of protests; they do not want any more blood,”
Atambayev said outside a polling place. “We’ve already had enough
revolution. It's time to work”

Independent analysts said they expected electoral violations
to be minimal. Authorities raised eyebrows by banning local cable
stations from broadcasting foreign channels like CNN and the BBC
as the election approached. And they put Russian channels, which
many Kyrgyz rely on for their news, on an hour delay. Officials said
they wanted to prevent foreign intervention in the vote.

Still, more than 80 candidates had declared their intentions to
run in the election, though that number shrank to 16 by election day.

—Michael Schwirtz, The New York Times

United Airlines tests iPad for
‘paperless flight deck’

Capt. Joe Burns, the airline’s managing director of technology
and flight test, took an iPad for a test flight last week in an Airbus
A320 simulator in the Denver Flight Training Center.

“This was no small feat,” said Burns, tapping the iPad screen to
bring up an approach chart to Denver International Airport. “The
time is right to do this with new technology.”

When it debuted in 2010, the Apple iPad was seen as an enter-
tainment device. United — and other airlines — are seeing the iPad
has a way to slice fuel use by cutting on-board weight.

The iPad weighs about 1.5 pounds, Burns said, while the flight
bag containing paper copies of charts and handbooks weighs about
40 pounds. United estimates the savings will be about 326,000 gal-
lons of jet fuel a year and 16 million sheets of paper.

“This is a game-changer for us,” Burns said.

What pilots won’t be able to do with the iPads — justlike passen-
gers can’t — is to turn on the devices during takeoffs and landings.

Until the Federal Aviation Administration is satisfied with six
months of testing, United’s pilots will be constrained in using iPads
below 10,000 feet because of concern about interference.

The difference, Burns said, is that what is loaded on the airline’s
iPad is tightly controlled and has shown “zero interference” with
aircraft electronics, unlike passengers’ devices such as cellphones.

United pilots also won’t be able to play mobile app games like
“Angry Birds,” sort through their e-mail or watch movies.

If pilots need information below 10,000 feet, Burns said they can
get it through the aircraft’s computers.

The plan is to have the iPads, called electronic flight bags, in the
hands of the 11,000 United and Continental pilots by the end of the
year.

—Ann Schrader, The Denver Post

Japanese officials intervene to
weaken yen

TOKYO — Japan’s latest effort to shore up the export end of its
economy by forcing down the value of the yen came too late to help
businesses like the Honda Motor Co. and the Panasonic Corp.,
which on Monday blamed the strong yen for hurting their profits.

The Japanese government intervened in foreign exchange mar-
kets early Monday, selling yen for dollars for the fourth time in a
little more than a year.

The strong yen is a burden for Japan as it seeks a path to recov-
ery after natural and nuclear disasters this year. While companies
have been quick to rebuild factories and restore supply chains, the
yen has undermined revival for the nation’s exporters, which drive
much of its economic growth, by making their products less com-
petitive overseas.

Honda said its net income fell 56 percent to 60.4 billion yen, or
$796 million, in its fiscal second quarter, compared with 135.9 bil-
lion yen a year ago, and sales fell 16.3 percent to 1.886 trillion yen.
With the yen trading at an average of 78 to the dollar, compared to
86 a year ago, Honda said exchange rates knocked 36.7 billion yen
off of its books.

Honda’s shares fell $2.68, or 8.23 percent, to close at $29.87 on
Monday.

Panasonic, meanwhile, cited the yen in warning that it expected
to lose 420 billion yen in the 12 months through March, a sharp
reversal from an earlier forecast of 30 billion yen in profit.

Its shares fell $0.92, Or 8.4 percent, to close at $10.06 on Monday.

In early foreign exchange trading Monday, the dollar fell to a
post-World War ITlow of 75.31 yen, apparently prompting Japanese
officials to act. As Japan confirmed its unilateral intervention, the
dollar jumped more than 4 percent against the yen before falling to
78.20 yen by early evening.

The last time Japan entered currency markets was Aug. 4, when
it sold a record 4.5 trillion yen and bought dollars, causing the yen
to tumble temporarily. But a week later, the currency was back
above its levels before the intervention.

—Hiroko Tabuchi, The New York Times
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Another side to
Shalit’s release

I'would like to comment on Rachel
Bandler’s opinion piece on the happy
release of Mr. Shalit (The Tech, Oct. 28).

We can all take joy in the end of dif-
ficult and painful situations; the release
from prolonged and torturous captivity of
Gilad Shalit from the hands of Hamas is
no exception. And while my heart dances
in celebration with his beleaguered fam-
ily and countrymen I find my soul rejoic-
ing even more along with the Palestinian
people as they welcome droves of there
own back into a world that, for many, is

Education declared a crime

nothing like the one they left.

Bandler’s piece is absolutely correct
in the facts that Mr. Shalit’s kidnap and
holding was cruel and that his libera-
tion is something to lift the spirits. Yet,
Bandler omits a very important side of
the story that is so interwoven to the one
discussed that its absence I find deeply
disturbing. We cannot forget that there
are thousands of men and women who
have tried to protect their families and
their homes, thousands of men and
women who have been imprisoned,
abused, and neglected for decades,
thousands of men and women who over
the last three-quarters of a century have
seen only war as a global political issue
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if further thrust upon them and which
continually corrodes the possibly of
prosperity.

The saga of Shalit highlights the
profound disparities that continue to
mount between two peoples that live
only feet apart. But what I find more
troubling than the poverty-stricken and
besieged Gaza Strip, the apartheid-like
atmosphere, or the lack of motivation to
concede and live in the modern world, is
the seeming neglect of this disparity.

Also, just because someone goes to
the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy does not give them the right to quote
Einstein in a political-opinion piece.

Henry G. Skupniewicz '13

Religious and academic persecution in Iran cannot stand

By Brian Aull

Imagine for a moment that you are sit-
ting in an afternoon section of an 18.03 (Dif-
ferential Equations) class. Your professor is
explaining how to solve a differential equa-
tion, and is interrupted midsentence by
two surprise guests who walk into the class-
room: armed men wearing military uni-
forms. In the tense silence that follows, one
of them whispers into the professor’s ear,
and then the professor points at you. The
men lead you out to another empty class-
room and begin interrogating you. The top-
ic of questioning turns to your religion, and
you answer the questions truthfully. You are
then told that you are being expelled from
MIT and barred from ever attending any in-
stitution of higher learning in the country.

This disturbing scene seems drawn from
an Orwell novel. In Iran, however, followers
of the Bahd'{ Faith have frequently experi-
enced such a scenario. The government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran has for 30 years
carried out a systematic policy of denying
access to higher education to members of
the Bah&'{ community, the country’s largest
religious minority. Since the 1979 Islamic
revolution, Bahd's in Iran have not been al-
lowed to teach or study at universities. Stu-
dents in their university applications must
specify their religion. Those who identify
themselves as Bahd'i are routinely rejected.
Occasionally, in the past few years, a few
Baha'is have been admitted, but most of
them were later expelled. The denial of edu-
cation to Bahd'is is part of a formal policy of
persecution and harassment by the Iranian
government and the Islamic clergy. A 1993
report by the UN’s Commission on Human
Rights revealed a confidential memoran-
dum drawn up by Iran’s Supreme Revo-
lutionary Cultural Council on “the Bahd'f
question.” Thisreport, approved by Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Khamenei, specifically
called for the Bahd'is to be treated in such

a way “that their progress and development
shall be blocked.” Bahd'{s have been execut-
ed or imprisoned, fired from jobs, had their
homes and other possessions confiscated,
and have been subjected to acts of vio-
lence. In a particularly shocking episode, 10
women were tried and hanged in the city of
Shiraz in 1983. The youngest of them, Mona
Mahmudnizhad, was only 17 years of age.
Her crime was teaching religion classes to
children in the Bahd'{ community. You read
that correctly: she was executed for serving
as a Sunday school teacher.

Bahd’is have

been executed or
imprisoned, fired from
jobs, had their homes
and other possessions
confiscated, and have
been subjected to acts
of violence.

Various pretexts, such as espionage,
have been offered by officials in Iran to
justify this persecution. The falsity of these
pretexts is exposed by the fact that Bahd'is
who agree to recant their Faith and convert
to Islam immediately find themselves out
of any trouble. Furthermore, the writings
of Bahd'u'lldh (1817-1892), the prophet-
founder of the Bahd'i Faith, set a high
standard of moral conduct, teach peace,
tolerance, and obedience to the law, and
categorically forbid involvement in parti-
san politics or sedition against recognized
governments. The persecution of Bahd'is is
based solely on their religious beliefs.

The latest episode is an attempt by the
government to ban even informal efforts
by Bahd'is to educate themselves. In 1987,
in response to the denial of educational

opportunities by the government, the
Bahd’is in Iran began organizing a grass-
roots effort to provide higher education to
their youth. This effort became known as
the Bahd'f Institute for Higher Education
(BIHE). Classes were held in homes and
taught by volunteers, many of them pro-
fessors who had been fired because they
are Bahd'fs. The BIHE did not seek any
formal recognition by the government. It
could not grant formal degrees, not were
its credits recognized, at least initially, by
schools in other countries. From the be-
ginning, there were connections to MIT,
as two of our alumni were involved in
organizing and teaching. BIHE was the
first institution in Iran to join MIT’s Open-
CourseWare Consortium.

In May of this year, the homes of many
professors and administrators of the BIHE
were raided. Dozens were arrested; books
and equipment were confiscated. Soon
after, the Iranian press declared the BIHE
illegal. One of the aforementioned MIT
alumni has been sentenced to a prison
term.

But there is hope. The government of
Iran, despite its intransigence, is embar-
rassed by the spotlight of world attention.
Last month, two Nobel peace prize win-
ners, Timor President José Ramos-Horta
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, issued an
open letter to the international academic
community, calling on it to publicly con-
demn the Iranian government’s policies
toward the Bahd'is, demand the release
of the BIHE prisoners, evaluate the BIHE
curricula and consider accepting its cred-
its, and offer online curricula to students
in Iran who otherwise would be deprived
of the right to higher education. The ad-
ministration of MIT would do well to con-
sider these recommendations.

Brian Aull PhD 85 is a staff scientist at
MIT and represents the Bahd’i Faith on the
MIT Board of Chaplains.

CORRECTIONS

An article published last Friday on fifth week flags incorrectly reported that
215 freshmen received flags. We miscounted by one — 214 freshmen got flags.

Last Friday’s article on the MIT-Harvard trivia competition with the Watson
computer misspelled the name of keynote speaker David Ferrucci. Ferrucci has

“.n

two “r’s, not one.

Last Friday’s article on the $1K house included the incorrect class year for ar-
chitecture student Ying chee Chui. Chui received a Masters of Arts in Architec-

ture, not a bachelor’s.
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It’s all Greek (economics) to me

A tale of bad decision-making

By Haldun Anil
STAFF COLUMNIST

Let’s start with something obvious:
Greece is insolvent. What this means is that
it is no longer financially capable of paying
off its debts. Insolvency usually occurs in
one of two ways: you are either incapable
of paying your debts as they are due or you
own net negative assets, meaning your li-
abilities exceed your assets. The former is
true in the case of the Hellenic Republic,
where the government simply no longer
has the financial power to pay off its many
debts.

There are several reasons for this: one
is the fact that in the past, the government
has given out jobs like they were giving out
candy. This means that there are so many
unnecessary jobs in the government that a
lot of people don’t even bother showing up
to work anymore. They do, however, reap
the benefits of steady employment where
they receive a government salary and ben-
efits without having to bear the hardship of
actually doing an honest day’s work. Since
the government can’t simply decide to cut
jobs one day, the plumbing remains an is-
sue — with lots of green leakage, if you catch
my drift.

Another reason why Greece is having
financial woes is because of the euro itself.
When it first adopted the single European
currency, the Greek government went on
a spending spree — not unlike a shopping

spree done by Fifth Avenue socialites — and
started spending well beyond its means,
eventually reaching a point where spend-
ing in the public sector became ridiculously
excessive.

Let’s return to the obvious for a min-
ute. How does a government make money?
Hint: it’s a three-letter word that we all de-
spise. You guessed right, they make money
by collecting a tax! In order to pay for all
spending and debts, a government such as
Greece’s needs a steady flow of cash from its
citizens. Due to pervasive tax evasion, how-
ever, Greece found itself in a particularly
bad position in the 2008 crisis when it was
struck full-force by the downturn and did
not have the means to cope.

After being promised a substantial bail-
out from the EU — more than €100 billion,
roughly the equivalent of $140 billion —
Greece is managing to get through the crisis.
The overall outlook remains bleak, however,
with Greece almost certainly facing default
on its debt. What will this mean for the rest
of us? A Greek default will mean a renewed
financial crisis, especially for the eurozone,
where many countries such as Germany and
France own Greek sovereign debt. An un-
controlled default could potentially mean
the failure of many Greek and European
banks. It could also catalyze a new global re-
cession, as many people would try to with-
draw their assets from banks simultaneous-
ly, bringing the financial system to a near
halt. The worst possible outcome would be

$1 billion for a dictator
Obama made a good deal in Libya, and he should seek others like it

By Keith Yost
STAFF COLUMNIST

War is never a clean affair. The recent ac-
tion in Libya is no exception — in victory,
the rebels have taken to killing pro-Gaddafi
forces in retribution, including, it appears,
Gaddafi himself, who was captured while
fleeing his final holdout in Sirte. But the final
outcome is as pure and as cheap a victory as
the United States can hope to force on the
modern battlefield. The Department of De-
fense estimates that from March to Septem-
ber, the Libyan intervention cost the DOD a
mere $1.1 billion, with no U.S. casualties.

Critics were right to chastise the presi-
dent for his weak initial foray into Libya.
The U.N. mandate he secured as part of a
left-wing experiment in the “responsibility
to protect” doctrine did not go far enough to
support the ouster of Gaddafi and his forc-
es. Had the president refused to go further
in support of regime change, the Libyans
would likely still be locked in a bloody civil
war. But ultimately, Obama changed course,
putting larger forces into the conflict while

avoiding an overcorrection. The result is the
most cost-efficient liberation that the U.S.
could have hoped for.

With luck, the success in
Libya will put to rest the
notion that the U.S. can
force a regime change
without adhering to
Friedman’s rule of ‘you
break it, you bought it.

With luck, the success in Libya will put to
rest the notion that the U.S. can force a re-
gime change without adhering to Thomas
Friedman’s “pottery barn rule” of “you break
it, you bought it” The U.S. does not need to
engage in decade-long nation-building ex-
ercises after having helped rid the world of
Colonel Gaddafi — U.S. advisors might re-
main on the ground through the end of the
year, but the brunt of democratization can

a total economic collapse of Greece as it is
forced to leave the euro — and possibly the
European Union — and revert to the drach-
ma, the euro’s Greek predecessor. The Greek
currency would be uncontrollably inflated,
Greece'’s government would likely collapse
entirely, and the global economy would
plunge back into darkness.

The Greeks must
understand the
implications of
economic collapse and
stop rioting against
every austerity bill
that goes through
Parliament.

Now that we've had our daily dose of
despair and fear for our future financial se-
curity, let’s talk about what can be done to
alleviate the situation. At this point, most
economists believe that a Greek default
has become inevitable. In that case, what
must now be focused on is austerity, which
means cost cutting on a national scale. By
restructuring its debt and taking measures
to lower unnecessary spending, which can
be done by laying off public sector work-
ers (a large portion of whom are pointlessly
employed anyway), decreasing public ser-

be born by the free men and women of Lib-
ya, not the American taxpayer.

The victory should also embolden
Obama to act more forcefully in Libya-like
states. The military advisors sent to Uganda
to help African forces put an end to Joseph
Kony and his Lord’s Resistance Army in Oc-
tober are a positive indication.

More significantly, President Obama will
soon be faced with a decision of whether to
intervene in Syria. For months, the Syrian
opposition has refused to ask for protection
against the government forces brutalizing
them. Ausama Monajed and other leaders
firmly believe that the Syrian government
will fall before it becomes excessively vio-
lent. Their reticence toward western help has
been reason enough to avoid intervention.

It is only a matter of time however before
the Syrian opposition realizes its miscalcu-
lation. Bashar al-Assad is not going quietly
as his Egyptian counterpart Hosni Mubarak
did. The U.N. estimates that 3,000 Syrians
have been killed since the start of the upris-
ing. The Syrians will switch from protests to
armed revolt and call for protection before
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vices, and taking measures to cut spend-
ing, the Greek government may eventually
be able to repay its debts. Even in the best
scenario, however, Greece has to prepare
for possible economic depression for some
time to come.

The Greeks must understand the impli-
cations of economic collapse and stop riot-
ing against every single austerity bill that
goes through Parliament. Just a few days
ago, tens of thousands took to the Parlia-
ment building in Syntagma Square to pro-
test the new austerity bill that aims to cut
wages and benefits. I honestly don’t under-
stand the rationale behind the protests. The
Greek people need to stop expecting that
some magical solution will drop down from
the sky and accept that cost-cutting and
losing some of their wages will be the best
compromise for the future sustainability of
their nation’s economy. The other option
is economic collapse and the major loss of
jobs and livelihood.

It’s time to lift our heads up, look ahead,
and understand that some compromises
made today will salvage our future at the rel-
atively insignificant expense of the present.
This lesson is not only for Greece and other
financially troubled countries to learn, but
also for Americans — we have grown to take
so much for granted and have become too
stubborn to compromise. The time for stub-
bornness is over and, if we want a future, we
must learn to accept that certain sacrifices
will have to be made.

they let their dreams of democracy founder
on the clubs and guns of Syria's military
forces.

When that moment comes, Obama
should be ready to take the same steps he
took in Libya. Already, diplomatic efforts
should be underway to bring NATO mem-
bers on board with a future intervention.
NATO planners should be laying out a strat-
egy to neutralize Syrian air defenses and
work out the details of other combat even-
tualities. And though the U.S. ambassador
to Syria recently had to leave the country for
security reasons, the U.S. State Department
should continue its conferencing with the
Syrian opposition, both to keep close tabs
on the mood of the resistance, as well as to
plan for a post-Assad Syria.

One billion dollars is a cheap price to
pay for the liberation of six million people.
At that price, the United States could buy the
freedom of the whole of the autocratic world
with less than what Bush spent in Iraq alone.
The president should be congratulated on
his purchase, and sent back to the market to
buy more.
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Police Log

The following incidents were reported by the Campus Police
between September 26, 2011 and October 18, 2011. The dates
below reflect the dates the incidents occurred. This informa-
tion is compiled from the Campus Police’s crime log. The
report does not include alarms, general service calls, or
incidents not reported to the dispatcher.

Jun 21

Jul 15
Aug 01

Aug 28

Sep 16

Sep 19

Sep 22

Sep 22

Sep 23

Sep 23

Sep 24

Sep 24

Sep 24

Sep 25

Sep 26

Sep 27

Sep 27

Sep 27

Sep 27

Sep 27

Sep 27

Sep 28

Sep 29

Sep 29

Sep 30

Sep 30

Oct 01

Oct 01

Oct 02

Oct 02

Oct 03

Bldg. 44 (51 Vassar St.) 10:30 a.m., Past larceny
of a Macbook from locked office. Dispatched
sector 3 for report.

Bldg. E62 (100 Main St.) 9:30 a.m., Pedestal fan
stolen

Bldg. 41 (77 Vassar St.) 1:00 p.m., Response to
past larceny of a camera.

Bldg. 12 (60 Rear Vassar St.) 9:00 a.m., Pocket
book left unattended stolen. West car officer
takes report.

Bldg. E25 (45 Carlton St.) 6:30 p.m., Larceny
from gym, sector 1 officer dispatched. Officer
takes larceny report.

Bldg. E51 (70 Memorial Dr.) 7:57 a.m., Report of
harassing emails.

Bldg. 50 (Walker Memorial, 142 Memorial Dr.)
7:39 a.m., Check and inquiry of David Cook,
20 Fairchild Ave., Saugus, MA. Arrested for
trespass after notice.

Bldg. 33 (125 Massachusetts Ave.) 8:19 a.m.,
Malicious damage to a door.

Bldg. 4 (182 Memorial Dr.) 10:56 a.m., Laptop
computer stolen, sector 3 officer takes report.
Officer takes report for stolen laptop.

Bldg. 5 (55 Massachusetts Ave.) 3:05 p.m., Call
regarding fire alarm, units responded to area.
Battery fire.

Bldg. E23 (25 Carlton St.) 6:04 p.m., Officer per-
formed a field stop in the rear of E23. Subject
checked out OK and told to leave area.

Bldg. 26 (60 Vassar St.) 6:34 p.m., Officer re-
ported a suspicious male wandering the halls.
Officer issued trespass warning.

Bldg. W20 (Student Center, 84 Massachusetts
Ave.) 10:19 p.m., Homeless person issued a
trespass warning.

Sigma Nu (28 The Fenway) 3:00 a.m., Report of
an attempted break in. Dispatched sector 3 to
take report.

Bldg. W51 (Burton-Conner House, 450 Memo-
rial Dr.) 5:27 p.m., Party in station to report his
mountain bike was stolen.

Bldg. W85 (Westgate, 540 Memorial Dr.) 12:00
p.m., Larceny by scheme, online purchase,
merchandise not delivered.

Bldg. E52 (50 Memorial Dr.) 1:35 p.m., Sector 1
takes report of a larceny of a bicycle.

Bldg. 1 (33 Massachusetts Ave.) 5:36 p.m., Back-
pack containing laptop and cell phone stolen.
Report taken.

Bldg. 14 (160 Memorial Dr.) 7:02 p.m., Off with
three suspicious males. Three juveniles arrested
for receiving stolen property and other related
charges.

Bldg. 50 (Walker Memorial, 142 Memorial Dr.)
10:00 p.m., Reports suspicious male loitering
in the area. Person located and given trespass
warning.

Sigma Chi (532 Beacon St.) 11:20 p.m., Larceny
of motor scooter. Report taken.

Bldg. 36 (50 Vassar St.) 2:09 a.m., Two suspi-
cious persons stopped in building 36, second
floor. Kadeem Collins of 23 Humphreys St.,
Dorchester MA, arrested on an outstanding
warrant.

Bldg. W20 (Student Center, 84 Massachusetts
Ave.) 4:12 a.m., Two homeless people sleeping
in Student Center issued trespass warning.
Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.) 12:00 p.m., Larceny
of laptop.

Bldg. W20 (Student Center, 84 Massachusetts
Ave.) 5:50 a.m., Laptop stolen while person was
sleeping.

Bldg. 18 (21 Rear Ames St.) 9:38 p.m., Sus-
picious person on a bike. Issued trespass
warning.

Bldg. W20 (Student Center, 84 Massachusetts
Ave.) 5:40 a.m., Sector 4 conducts check of
two subjects — homeless and issued trespass
warnings.

Bldg. 3 (33 Massachusetts Ave.) 2:44 p.m., Bike
secured with a cable lock stolen.

Kappa Sigma (407 Memorial Dr.) 1:02 a.m.,
Report of a pumpkin thrown through window.
Bldg. 32 (Stata Center, 32 Vassar St.) 3:43 p.m.,
Officers respond to a report of a suspicious
male in the Stata Center. Trespass warning
issued.

Bldg. 4 (182 Memorial Dr.) 8:51 a.m., Attempted
larceny of laptop computer.
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Oct 13

Oct 13
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Bldg. 1 (33 Massachusetts Ave.) 2:41 p.m., Party
states her pocketbook was just stolen from her
office. No suspects were seen in the area.

Bldg. W70 (New House, 471 Memorial Dr.) 4:08
p.m., Bike stolen from New House bike rack
area. Report taken.

Bldg. 26 (60 Vassar St.) 4:47 p.m., Bike was
stolen. Report taken.

Bldg. NW30 (224 Albany St.) 7:26 p.m., Bike was
stolen from the Z-Center. Report taken.

Bldg. W70 (New House, 471 Memorial Dr.) 10:06
p-m., Bike was stolen. Report taken.

Bldg. W13 (Bexley Hall, 52 Massachusetts Ave.)
6:39 a.m., Report of male annoying a person of
the opposite sex with lewd behavior.

Bldg. 2 (182 Memorial Dr.) 12:22 p.m., Report of
two suspicious individuals on first floor. Issued
trespass warnings.

Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.) 12:57 p.m., Backpack
containing laptop and iPhone stolen from track
area.

Bldg. W20 (Student Center, 84 Massachusetts
Ave.) 1:38 a.m., Homeless person issued tres-
pass warning and sent to shelter.

WILG (355 Massachusetts Ave.) 3:16 a.m.,
Report of homeless male in doorway — issued
trespass warning and sent to shelter.

Bldg. 46 (46 Vassar St.) 4:05 p.m., Report of
person calling and harassing workers. Person
has been banned from MIT and advised not to
call MIT. Report also taken.

Bldg. W31 (Du Pont Athletic Gymnasium, 120
Massachusetts Ave.) 8:40 p.m., Report of a
male tugging at a bike locked to rack. Juvenile
released to his mother.

Bldg. NW61 (Random Hall, 290 Massachusetts
Ave.) 4:00 a.m., Bike locked with cable lock
stolen.

Bldg. 33 (125 Massachusetts Ave.) 9:43 a.m.,
Astronautical memorabilia stolen.

Bldg. 2 (182 Memorial Dr.) 9:49 a.m., Report of
a suspicious male that has been sleeping in the
Math Lounge.

Bldg. 39 (60 Vassar St.) 4:49 p.m., Past larceny of
daily planner.

Bldg. W13 (Bexley Hall, 52 Massachusetts Ave.)
7:33 p.m., Report of a tresspasser; arrest of Rob-
ert Stott, 290 Massachusetts Ave, Cambridge
MA.

Bldg. W79 (Simmons Hall, 229 Vassar St.) 1:08
a.m., Report of a disturbance in front of Sim-
mons Hall between student and cab driver.
Officers placed an individual in protective
custody and transported to Cambridge Police
Department.

Bldg. W71 (Next House, 500 Memorial Dr.) 9:40
p-m., Report of a suspicious person in area.
Bldg. W89 (Campus Police, 291 Vassar St.) 5:38
p.m., Reporting party in station to report sexual
harassment. Report taken.

Bldg. 9 (105 Massachusetts Ave.) 4:26 p.m.,
Party reports multiple laptops stolen from area
over long weekend. Sector three for the report.
Bldg. 32 (Stata Center, 32 Vassar St.) 7:45 p.m.,
Caller states bike stolen from front of Stata.
Bldg. 10 (122 Memorial Dr.) 1:28 a.m., Report of
homeless male sleeping in room in building 1.
Bldg. 1 (33 Massachusetts Ave.) 8:28 a.m., Lar-
ceny of a camera.

Bldg. 9 (105 Massachusetts Ave.) 4:45 p.m.,
Report of four filing cabinets stolen.

Bldg. 9 (105 Massachusetts Ave.) 9:00 p.m., At-
tempted break into a room.

Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.) 11:03 a.m., Larceny of
a gym bag with clothing.

Bldg. 76 (476 Main St.) 2:26 p.m., Report of
stolen laptop.

Bldg. W11 (40 Massachusetts Ave.) 3:53 p.m.,
Larceny of a backpack containing a laptop and
textbooks.

Bldg. W51 (Burton-Conner House, 410 Memo-
rial Dr.) 5:24 p.m., Diamond rings were stolen
from lounge area.

Bldg. 10 (122 Memorial Dr.) 2:19 p.m., Sector 3
takes report of a suspicous male.

Killian Court (222 Memorial Dr.) 2:23 p.m., Sec-
tor 3 arrest of Chad Lockrow, 39 Boylston St.,
Cambridge MA, for trespass after notice.

Bldg. 8 (21 Ames St.) 3:31 p.m., Sector 3
dispatched to the location for continuing suspi-
cious activity.

Bldg. E15 (20 Ames St.) 5:40 p.m., Laptop was
stolen. Report taken.

Bldg. W20 (Student Center, 84 Massachusetts
Ave.) 6:55 p.m., Reporting party states his back-
pack and laptop were stolen. Report taken.
Bldg. 12 (60 Rear Vassar St.) 7:25 p.m., Report
of unwanted person in the area. Person given

trespass notice.
COMPILED BY JOSEPH MAURER.

Refreshments: 3:00 PM
Lecture: 3:30 — 4:30 PM
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Jaenisch discusses

research inspiration
MIT's latest Medal of Science win

Medal of Science, from Page 1

has been my focus in research since.

TT: What prior research stimu-
lated your interest in epigenetic
regulation?

RJ: When I was a postdoctorate
student back in the 1970s, I was work-
ing with tumor viruses and wondered
why the virus created just skin tu-
mors and not tumors in other parts of
the body, such as the liver and brain.
Does the tumor virus infect other
cells but not transform them? ... I
read a paper that discussed chimeric
mice — mice with cells that originat-
ed from different zygotes. The mice
were created by aggregating a black
mouse and white mouse embryo, so
that the offspring mice were striped.
What interested me in the process
was [that] mice could be created from
embryos that were manipulated in a
petri dish.

I thought that integrating a virus
into an early mice cell would cause
the virus to be spread to new cells
that were created. But instead I found
that although the virus was clearly
expressed in adult mice, it remained
silent in embryos. There must have
been a developmental regulation
in the cells that could support virus
replication. From here came the idea
of epigenetic regulation — the vi-
rus would become modified as cells
multiply.

TT: Cam you discuss some of the
recent issues you have worked with in
epigenetic regulation?

RJ: When I came to Boston and
began working in the Whitehead
Institute, it was already possible

to make a mutation of the enzyme
transferase, and put it into cells. Mice
deficient in this embryo died early
in development, proving the impor-
tance of methylation in development.
This was the background from which
I studied the role of epigenetics in
cancer and chromosome activation.

Dolly was created from epigenetic
regulation — she was made from a
skin cell that was put into an egg of a
new sheep, which led to the creation
of a new sheep. If this is to be done
with humans, you will need human
eggs as well. However, we found we
could take a skin cell, treat it, and
make pluripotent cells to make a new
organism. These induced pluripotent
stem cells [iPS cells] have the ability
to differentiate into different cells of
the body, though they cannot create a
completely new organism. This tech-
nique can revolutionize medicine,
because you can study disease from
the iPS cells of sick patients.

TT: Do you have any advice for
students who are aspiring scientists
or researchers?

RJ: Students should always follow
their interests and be courageous to
look for answers to questions they
are interested in. Scientific research
is a risky business, but you're bound
to get satisfying results if you are
passionate about what you do. One
challenge you will face in research
is that funding favors those who
do bandwagon research. But if you
focus on your interests and solu-
tions to research problems instead
of on the actual paper or job, you
will find the process to be extremely
satistying.

Watson puts MIT, Harvard to shame

Yesterday was a bad day for MIT at The IBM Watson Challenge
held at Harvard’s Burden Auditorium. Teams of students from the
MIT Sloan School of Business and Harvard Business School competed
against Watson, IBM’s champion Jeopardy! robot. Representing MIT
were Sloan students Ari M. Oxman G, Raymond J. Andrews G, and
Gautham V. Iyer G. Harvard Business School was represented by Gen-
evieve Sheehan, Jonas P. Akins, and Jayanth Iyengar. Watson emerged
victorious, with a final score of $53,601, trailed by Harvard with $42,399,

and MIT with $100.

The teams competed in categories that included “Who’s Your Daddy
Company?,” “Presidential Rhyme Time,” and “Before and After Goes to
the Movies”” Initially, both MIT and Harvard had problems with tim-
ing answers correctly (buzzing in at an unsuitable time leads to being
“locked out”). Watson, however, benefited from computer-precise tim-
ing (MIT’s timing problems continued throughout the match). MIT
finished the initial Jeopardy! round with -$200 after betting over their
score on a Daily Double. MIT then uncovered another Daily Double in
the Double Jeopardy! round. Though they answered correctly, they did
not have enough money to make a substantial wager.

The final Jeopardy! clue, in the category of Americana, was an-
swered correctly by both Watson and Harvard. All three teams made
heavy wagers in Final Jeopardy!. Before Final Jeopardy, Harvard had

trailed Watson by only $1,800.

MacVicar Faculty Fellows Lecture Series

Thoughts on the Future of Engineering Education at MIT

Professor lan Waitz, MacVicar Faculty Fellow and Dean of Engineering

Wednesday, November 2, 2011, Killian Hall, 14W-t11

Sponsored by The MacVicar Faculty Fellows Program and the Office of Faculty Support

—Jaya Narain
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Cambridge City Council Candidates: Part 1

Tuesday, Nov. 8 marks election day in
Cambridge. Eighteen City Council candidates,
including all nine incumbents, are running for
one of the nine two-year seats.

Many candidates this year are focusing
on the development of Kendall Square. Can-
didate Charles Marquardt said that Kendall
has been termed by many as the most inno-
vative square mile on Earth, due to the num-
ber of biotech companies that have moved in.
The MIT Investment Management Company
(MITIMCo), which owns most of the remain-

ing undeveloped land, has plans underway to
encourage future growth in Kendall Square
over the next 20 years. Many candidates want
MITIMCo to remember the needs and well-
being of the students and residents living in
the area.

Relations between MITIMCo and the
Council have not always been smooth. Last
October, councilor Kenneth E. Reeves wrote
a letter to President Susan J. Hockfield asking
for the removal of MITIMCo’s head of real es-
tate over disagreements about how MITIMCo

is maintaining the properties that it owns.

As in previous years, the candidates high-
light safety, environmental awareness, eco-
nomic health, and public education as the
main issues they will be tackling in the up-
coming term. Although many of the same
issues exist now, candidates are proposing
alternative strategies to tackle them. Candi-
date James Williamson, for instance, plans to
approach sidewalk and crossroad safety by
improving and sustaining the enforcement
of the Cambridge Bicycle Ordinance and the

Massachusetts General Laws. Newcomer can-
didate Minka vanBeuzekom wants to encour-
age business growth, but is against over-com-
mercialization — especially near residential
buildings in less densely populated areas like
Lechmere and the Alewife Overlay District.
The following table is not complete — it
only includes the candidates who respond-
ed to Tech inquiries before Monday. Fri-
day’s issue will include the remaining ten
candidates. For more information on the can-
didates, visit http://vote.rwinters.com/

The following is a summary of candidates’ key stances, with an emphasis on policy affecting MIT and its students. Several candidates are not included here and will be represented in a follow-up in

Friday’s edition of The Tech.

Top three priorities Background MIT/Cambridge relations Students Need

Henrietta Davis

Healthier Children: Better physical education and food
in schools. Better parks and playgrounds for children.
Better serivces for seniors: More housing options.
Environmental initiatives: Greener transportation
options, energy-efficient buildings, planning for climate
change, locally sustainable food.

Public schools: Improve education by targeting early
childhood and adult education programs in schools.
Environmentalism and urban living: Encourage
commerce growth; increase city growth while paying
attention to overpopulation and overbuilding in places
like Kendall, Lechmere, Alewife Overlay.

Increase innovation in Cambridge government:

Working with young adults ages 18-24: Provide train-
ing and employment opportunities.

Focus on good governance: Better communication
between residents, including MIT students, and the city.
Keep Cambridge family-friendly: Affordable housing,

Zoning and development of Kendall Square: Work
with MIT Investment Management Company, which
owns a large part of the last undeveloped zones.

Minka
vanBeuzekom
Function with the best practice.
Larry Ward
effective education.
Tom

Stohlman ’76

City Manager’s contract: Expires in 2012 and currently
under automatic renewal; Stohlman hopes to spur dis-
cussion about new options for the contract.

Pedestrian safety: Sidewalk/street repair.

Preparing Cambridge for next generation of admin-
istrative leadership: City manager might retire after his
30 year term; assure all transitions are concise and well
thought-out, and knowledge is retained in transitions.
Sustainable and strategic development: While much
innovation is occurring, keep Cambridge’s “small-town”

Opportunities for working middle-class: Cambridge is
slowly becoming a community of the very wealthy and

Preserving economic diversity: Improve education
and housing policies so Cambridge doesn’t become a

Cambridge youth: Emphasize learning and increase
educational opportunities outside of the classroom.
Driver, pedestrian, and especially biker safety: There
is no good system for bikes to get around the city.

Pedestrian Safety: Improve and sustain real enforce-
ment by the CPD of the largely unknown Cambridge
Bicycle Ordinance and the Mass. General Laws.
Major improvement of public transportation in
Cambridge: Will insist on better and more timely and

Participatory budgeting: Cambridge citizens have say

in part of the budget; shift the government so it is more
“bottom-up’, versus “top-down.” Greater community

City Manager: Contract renewal in March 2012.
Activism: Ensure that progressive legislation is being

Council transparency: Online tools to understand

Charles
Mal‘quardt fee]ing.
the very poor.
city of the rich and the poor.
Matt Nelson
m
Ja €s accurate information from the T.
Williamson
consultation over important decisions.
Leland passed.
Cheung G

government services, voting items, and ways to interact
with the Council.

Eight terms on City Council
2010-2011 Vice Mayor

Chair of Council Environmental
Committee

Epidemiologist with a back-
ground in public health.

Owner of small biotech com-
pany in Cambridge in the '90s.

Involved in many environmen-
tal and community activist
groups, including Green Decade
Cambridge and Area Four
Neighborhood Coalition Leader.

Former Chairperson of City of
Cambridge’s University Rela-
tions Committee. and the city.
Has experience working with
MIT and students.

Has lived in Cambridge for 25
years.

younger students.

Attended MIT in '70s (Courses 4
and 10) and has since seen the
progression of the Institute.

Enjoys working with MIT on environ-
mental and energy matters.

Aims to help students utilize the city
better: MIT students have a lot to offer
and can, for example, be mentors for

More housing options, espe-
cially for graduate students.

An increase in housing de-
velopment in Kendall Square
area.

Believes there should be a distinction
between MIT, the university, and MIT,
the investment corporation.

Pedestrian and bike safety

Takes the stance that the MIT Invest-
ment Management Company is not
taking its full share of consequences
— while developing Kendall, for
example, it should invest in more than
just the corporate sector.

Sufficient housing

Improved nightlife, includ-
ing longer businesses hours

Hopes to bridge gap between students

Improved nightlife

Pedestrian and bike safety

Believes that councillors perceive
MIT and Harvard too negatively. He

thinks the councilors should be more

Returned to Cambridge 11 years
ago.

positive about what MIT does for
Cambridge, including the commer-

Keeping neighborhoods and
bicycle paths safe.

cially strong tax base that the MIT

Consults/advises several
fraternities and sororities; sees
undergraduates a lot.

generates.

Diverse background, worked
in private sector for many
differently-sized companies.

Grew up working in Cambridge.
Dealt with different levels of

Cambridge Board as community
member and business owner.

Cambridge native

Appreciates Cambridge’s history
and vision for future

Investment Management Company

Believes the interaction between

the MIT Investment Management
Company (MITIMCo) and Cambridge
City Council hasn’t been stable. He
believes MITIMCo hasn’t done a good
job of making Kendall and Central
Squares publicly appealing.

Increase in on-campus
housing, especially for grad
students

Pedestrian and bike safety

Believes that Cambridge has been
lucky to have MIT and the technical
innovation it has brought to the city.

Improve Cambridge to be a
safer and more comfortable

city.

State coordinator of Massa-
chusetts Environmental Voters
Education Fund

Has lived in Cambridge for forty
years.

Long-time Council activist.

Committed to protecting integ-
rity and human diversity in the

city.

Served one term on Council.

Current student at Harvard Ken-
nedy School and MIT’s Sloan
School of Management.

Wants to see students get more
involved, especially as mentors for
younger students in the city.

Believes that the MIT Investment

Management Company (MITIMCo) is

too commercially oriented.

Thinks that MITIMCo should better

reflect academic and residential
needs of the students.

Make MIT resources more widely and

publicly available.

Wants to increase student involve-
ment in the city, including student

internships, because the local govern-

ment directly affects them.

Affordable housing.

“I'm not going to tell them
what they want — they
should tell me!”

Increased housing and retail
options

More open space

A voice to speak for their
interests



8 THE TECH TuUuEsDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2011

e s 9
MARK FAYNGERSH

ROP 2011

Pumpkins anticipate their fate along the 1W hallway at East Campus.

IMIHOKITAGAWA
First West Hall Chair Samantha R. Hagerman 14
prepares to toss a pumpkin over the edge of the Green
Building roof.

MARK FAYNGERSH JARED L WOG
The largest pumpkin dropped was filled with all sorts of fun! Tech chairman Joseph R. Maurer 12 pokes at the remains
of a broken pumpkin.
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MARK FAYNGERSH JARED L. WONG
Oscar Figueroa 12 “makes science” by mixing water and flour for filling ~ Spectators and participants at Pumpkin Drop walk through the remnants of the dropped pumpkins in front

pumpkins. of the Green Building on Saturday evening.
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Editors: Lourdes D. Bobbio, Ryan Normandin
Camera: Andrea Fabre, Quentin Smith

EVENTS NOV.1-NOV.7
TUESDAY

(8:00 p.m.) Breaking the Lightspeed Barrier — Fact or
Fiction? A Lecture with Alan H. Guth '69, Edward
Farhi, and Peter Fisher — 26-100

WEDNESDAY

(12:00 p.m. — 12:30 p.m.) Organ concerts — MIT
Chapel

(3:00 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.) MacVicar Faculty Fellows Lec-
ture Series: Thoughts on the Future of Engineering
Education at MIT — Speaker: Professor lan A. Waltz
— Killian Hall

THURSDAY

(6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.) The PhD Movie film screening
with Jorge Cham — 26-100

(7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.) Cambodian Dream: Rebuilding
Cambodia by Empowering Its Women — Lecture by
Professor Alan Lightman — 32-123

FRIDAY

(7:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.) Between the Folds, an origami
documentary — 6-120

(8:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m.) The Rogers Plan directed by
Susan Wilson, developed and produced by Dra-
mashop and MIT Theater Arts — Kresge Auditorium
Little Theater

SATURDAY

(7:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m.) LSC shows Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 — 26-100

(8:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.) MIT Shakespeare Ensemble
presents Macbeth —\W20-202

SUNDAY

(8:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.) MIT CSC and MIT ACF pres-
ents: Tim Be Told Concert — new Media Lab sixth
floor MPR

MONDAY

(5:30 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.) Starr Forum: The Republican
Party and American Foreign Policy — E14-674

(7:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.) Society of Biological Engineers
presents: how to successfully navigate MIT as a
premed — 66-110

Send your campus events to
events@tech.mit.edu.

Have a question for
of PhD comics?

The Tech wants your questions!

We'll pick the best ones and use them in an exclusive
interview with Jorge and others from the PhD movie.

Email your questions in text or video form
to by
Thursday at 9 a.m.

By Lourdes D. Bobbio
VIDEO STAFF

Ever wondered what MIT students do on their Friday
nights? Well, now you can find out. Whether they're de-
bating global warming or discussing the best way to top a
waffle, MIT students find a way to put away their psets for
a night and have some fun ... most of the time. We journey
from the dark, cold recesses of dorm row to the foreboding
inner sanctuary of the Student Center’s study room to de-
termine what exactly it is that these students do on the best
night of the week. So strap on your hats and get ready for
a crazy ride filled with optimistic prefrosh and fly-infested
donuts! Watch the video at hitp://tech.mit.edu/V131/N49/
mitscoop/video.html.

Institute Double Take

By David He

At night, the lights outside the Stata Center bounce off the scales on the

watery patterns on the bricks, in addition to the odd angle of Stata’s wall,
make this picture appear abstract at first sight. Unfortunately, without a tri-

pod, high ISO was necessary.

Aperture:

f/3.5
Exposure Time:
metallic walls to create oceanic reflections on the orange brick ground. The 1/8 sec.

Sensitivity:
ISO 6400

Effective Focal Length:
27 mm
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SUPPOSE N NUMBER OF
PECPLE HAVE X COINS,
OK, MIKE, HERE BuUT NONE OF THEM
S A PUZZLE WE HAVE POCKETS, How
GWVE To ALL OUR MANY BEGGS MUST THEY
INTERVIEWEES.... BREAK TO CROSS THE
RIVER ASSUMING THE
FOX WILL BEAT THE
CHICKEN?

| READ (T ON
THE INTERNET,

PILED HIGHER AND
DEEPER

| S—
WWW.PHDCOMICS.COM

— |

Sudoku | Techdoku |

Solution, page 15 Solution, page15
7 5|1 6 2| [ : : o
54x - ax | 1T 10
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-
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6 |2 7189

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9. each of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.
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SKTURDAY MORNING BREAVFPST CEREM
BY ZACH WEINER

[1227] [2227]

66“5

Yet even now, a small part of me
wonders if | should've stayed in Med School.

Dilbert by Scott Adams

\

The game where you

the game.

The game where you

lose if you think about

lose if you cease to think

————

The game where you
lose if you think about
thinking about the game,
but not if you just think
about the game.

fications of the game.

—

41 game, everyone wins!

The game where you
lose if you cease to con-
template the social rami-

Ea———

The game where when
you think about the

[THE BCTUAL GAME

R

The game where when-
ever you think about the
game, you're happy
you’re not playing it.

Crossword Puzzle

Solution, page 15

ACROSS 46 Used a hand signal 6 That girl
1 Start of Jamie Lee 48 Bern's river 7 Pocatello's place
Curtis quip 49 Want __ 8 Barbecue's place

9 Makes smooth
10 Lifter's shout

5 Flotilla units 51 Diplomatic office

10 Indian nanny 53 Part 4 of quip

14 Confess 58 NYC theatrical award 11 New Zealand native

15 Bicycle part 59 Fastener 12 Nautical command

16 Bathe 60 Ed’s work pile 13 Judges weight by lifting
17 Info 61 Grass stalk 21 Menial worker

18 Sermonize

19 Bread buy

20 "CarTalk” broadcaster
22 Make haste

23 Formerly, formerly

24 Part 2 of quip

29 Serialized segment

30 __ Paulo, Brazil

31 PC key

32 Frasier Crane'’s brother
35 Rich kid in “Nancy”
39 Caresses

41 Part 3 of quip

43 Part of a hammerhead
44 Assert

62 In a vertical line
64 Follow orders
68 Palm type

69 Unworldly

70 Latvian capital
71 Portent

72 Dismal

73 End of quip

DOWN
1 June celebrant
2 Reproductive cells
3 "__asa Stranger”
4 Banjo sounds
5 Infrequent

24 Army vehicles

25 Surprise win

26 Judgments

27 Subordinate to

28 Prohibit

33 Gabor sister

34 Cut off

36 Smallest amount

37 Canine tether

38 Way to have corned
beef

40 Remained

42 Call to mind

45 Old name for Tokyo

47 Corporate A.K.A.s

50 Had dinner

52 Accumulate, as gas on
liquid surface

53 Body's trunk

54 Construction piece

55 Feudal lord

56 More despicable
57 Harden

63 Hamm or Farrow
65 Brief life story
66 Psyche division
67 Tibetan beast
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What to call your Professor

4

Have they said you Yeah Do they cringe when
can call them by their |eeeeeeemeeeeee =+ you call them by
first name? My Prof. is their first name?
: totally cool. :
"What is the : No : Uh, a little
How many opposite of ¥ ¥
Il;ess4 ..... years have |_ favonte’? _____ Are you their — Then they didn't
than you worked favorite student? | e really mean it.
years for them? H Start over.
H : He hasa
(it's kind of i+ . i More than 4 years : favorite?
: | > i H
— ™ irrelevant) v i :
If you haven't
P ILED ”'G“ER AND Have you gotten Yes noticed, it's
DEEPER drunk with him/her F-s=--- : probably you (grrr)
at a conference? : :
i : L #E@E%
s H » Gaolden BayiGirl..!
¢ No v
y Congrats! You're
Are they from | P .| onafirst-name
! California? Dude. .. basis with your
T Professor!
by Jorge Cham : No
o~ ¥
Q Can you think of a word that's
8 less formal than "Prof./Dr" but No y Wait, are you an undergrad?
Q@ not as disrespectful as using  freees Neither can we. Undergrads must nevercall |
E their first name (kind of like SERLL Proceed with Professors by their first name. |
T "Dad" with your father)? extreme caution. It's just weird.
g
3

WWW,.PHDCOMICS.COM

AND {F 1T'G INDEED HER GOAL
To MAKE US BARF, WHAT WE
SHoULD Do 1S CONVINCE HER
THAT THE FooD THAT REALLY

MAKES US GAG 1S SOMETHING

GooD LIKE PIZZA,

WORTH A
SHoT..,

I HAVE A THEORY WHY MoM CooKSs US SO INTERESTING,
MANY DISGUSTING MEALS... 1IT'S PAYBACK
FoR ALL THE TiMES SHE THREW UP WHEN =
SHE WAS PREGNANT WITH US,
/“—?V

by Bill Amend

www.foxtrot.com twitter: @billamend

T'M GLAD You ToLD ME. )
I WAS GOING To ORDER
P12ZA FoR DINNER. Tofy
CASSEROLE 1T 15, THEN/

1 LOVE THAT ToFu
CASSEROLE You MAKE!
'S WAYYY BETTER
THAN SOMETHING

GROSS LIKE
PIZZA!

MIND You, 1T WAS JUST A
THEORY. GooD THING I'M
HAVING DINNER OVER AT
MARCUS’ HouSE,

<
N
“1 ’

1/ =

©2010 Bill Amend / Dist. by Universal Press Syndicate
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Solution, page 15 Solution, page 15

o 4
46 2

60x 144x%x

36x%

30x

o0
0|00
~

N W =

480x

N

6
1 4 4- 75x
3 1 8 """"" 6 | 4+ 4
4 6

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9. each of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.
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CHRISTOPHER A. MAYNOR—THE TECH
Michael A. Batista ‘12 competes in the Men’s Smallbore event during Friday’s rifle competition against the U.S. Naval Academy and Wentworth Institute of Technology.

Snow causes outages
Record Oct. snow affects 620K

Make the most of your

Oct. snow, from Page 1

eral days before power is restored
to most of the state. Governor Deval
L. Patrick urged residents without
power to remain patient, and Sen.
Scott P. Brown tweeted yesterday
morning that his power remained
out as well.

“This is a house-by-house,
branch-by-branch kind of re-
sponse,” Patrick said at a news con-
ference, reported the Boston Globe.

Patrick declared a state of emer-

gency on Saturday night and called
the National Guard to duty yester-
day morning. By yesterday evening,
approximately 700 guardsmen were
posted throughout the state. Atleast
three people have died as a result of
the storm, one from a downed pow-
er line and another two from a car
accident.

The rest of this week should
see a return to normal November
weather in the mid 50s. See page 2
for the full weather forecast.

college years—for less.

Royal Bengal

Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant
313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988
T:Red Line, Bus #1 - Central Square
10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Open Daily Except Monday
11:30 am - 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

Find us on
Facebook

Eastern Mountain Sports

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

JELL FO
PAL - 'n’,f,‘?{_ )

- CAMBODIAN DREAM

£
7
=
= -
S ResumLping Campopia sy EMPowERING 118 WoOMEN
=]
o

Fx BN

College Students

> Get 20% OFF all full-price EMS® brand items

NOVEMBER 3, 2011, 7:30PM
MIT Stara CenTEr (BuiLping 32)
Room 123

and 15% OFF all full-price national brand items.

Must show valid college ID. Exclusions may apply; visit store for details.

Professor Alan Lightman

INTRODUCED BY:
Professor John Ochsendorf,
Department of Architecture

Harvard Square

1 Brattle Square
Second Floor
617-864-2061

™

EASTERN MOUNTAIN SPORTS

Event DeTAILS

Proressor LieaTman will present his work over the last 6 years to empower a new
generation of women leaders in Cambodia — by carefully selecting the brighrest and
most ambitious young women in the country and providing them with free room and
board, computers connected to the Internet, leadership training, and analyses of
national and international news to develop their critical thinking.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER

Proressor LIGHTMAN is a novelist, essayist, physicist, and educator. He was formerly
John Burchard Professor of Humanities and Senior Lecturer in Physics at MIT and is
now Adjunct Professor of Humanities. Lightman was one of the first professors at
MIT to receive a joint appointment in the sciences and the humanities. His best
known novel, Einstein’s Dreams, was an international bestseller and has been
translated into thirty languages.

ecns

By The Tech Sports staff

Can you find the typo? (Answer is below)

_ Bl The Tech is looking for copy editors!
ain the MLB Postseason. In the Americ

ivision Series -against Minnesota with e
jeir opponents, the Texas Rangers, reco
me 5 against the Tampa Bay |

eague, the Philadelphia Phillies swept
cluding a ho-hitter by Roy Halladay. Tt
ies.against Atlanta in which every gam
s-will claim their league pennant.and

c

Reception to follow the talk in R&D Pub, 32-G410. | More details at hitp/fwriting.mit.edu

Can you beat this drawing? E-mail join @tech.mit.edu

Join Illuskrators ok The Tech! \

W)

E-nail Joih@&eck.mi&.edu Jeuy-ou,, aq pjnoys ydeibesed puodas ayj Jo dul| puodIas ay3 ul ,,J8NIY-oy,,
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LEMELS®N-MIT

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
$30'000 DECEMBER 14, 2011
Lemelson-MIT
Student Prize " ¢y

Inventive, problem-solving 12N
graduate students or graduating e
seniors at MIT, apply today!
Ei;‘!”n e

web.mit.edu/invent/student

The MIT
Shakespeare Ensemble
B presents

o qt Necessary fact of (ogfde./

{
(%%@?
* Deal direct...no middlemen

* Fast turnaround

* Award winning & computer literate art dept.
* Free delivery & reasonable pricing ===
* Full color t-shirts and coffee mugs - no minimum!

* Locally owned & operated in Somerville, MA.

...and best of all - no boring lectures

@IRSTS

part of R.A.W. (Rinnigade Art Works)

ph - 617-625-3335
email - info@grsts.com
www.qrsts.com

serving the M.I.T. Community since 1989
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Mosquitoes genetically altered

Insects bred to battle dengue fever show promise

By Andrew Pollack

THE NEW YORK TIMES

These mosquitoes are geneti-
cally engineered to kill — their own
children.

Researchers on Sunday report-
ed initial signs of success from the
first release into the environment
of mosquitoes engineered to pass
a lethal gene to their offspring,
killing them before they reach
adulthood.

The results, and other work
elsewhere, could herald an age
in which genetically modified in-
sects will be used to help control

agricultural pests and insect-borne
diseases like dengue fever and
malaria.

But the research is arousing
concern about possible unintend-
ed effects on public health and the
environment, because once geneti-
cally modified insects are released,
they cannot be recalled.

Authorities in the Florida Keys,
which in 2009 experienced its first
cases of dengue fever in decades,
hope to conduct an open-air test
of the modified mosquitoes as
early as December, pending ap-
proval from the federal Agriculture
Department.

“It’s a more ecologically friend-
ly way to control mosquitoes than
spraying insecticides,” said Coleen
Fitzsimmons, a spokeswoman for
the Florida Keys Mosquito Control
District.

The Agriculture Department,
meanwhile, is looking at using ge-
netic engineering to help control
farm pests like the Mediterranean
fruit fly, or medfly, and the cotton-
munching pink bollworm, accord-
ing to an environmental impact
statement it published in 2008.
Millions of genetically engineered
bollworms have been released over
cotton fields in Yuma County, Ariz.

God in Politics:

How can a person of faith be in politics?

Featuring
The Hon. Roy Herron

The Office of Religious Life and
Chaplain to the Institute Robert M. Randolph
present the 2011 Chaplain’s Seminar

November 1, 5pm, MIT Chapel

Reception to follow in W11 Main Dining Room

Roy Herron is the Tennessee State Senator for the 24th district. Herron graduated from
the University of Tennessee in 1975, and from Vanderbilt University in 1980, with a
M.Div. and a J.D. In 1975 and 1976 he was a Rotary Scholar in Scotland at the University
of St. Andrews. Herron works as an attorney, a businessman, and as adjunct faculty at
Vanderbilt University. He is a former United Methodist minister, and is also the co-chair

of FaithfulDemocrats.com, an online community for Democrats of Christian faith.
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Community letter, from Page 1

loss of Nicolas Del Castillo and Satto Tonegawa has touched our entire
community, including those who may not have known them directly.
I want to extend my own personal wish that each of you takes a bit of
time away from your academic routine to reflect on your connections
to our community and on your sense of personal well-being. Take the
time to reach out to your own circle of friends, peers and neighbors - a
dormmate who looks distracted, a friend who seems stressed. All of
us, at every age, go through periods of doubt, of stress, of feeling alone.
But these feelings can be more overwhelming when you're young and
away from home. If you feel this way, please reach out — to a friend,
to your housemaster, to a member of the student support staff, to a
mentor, to one of the Deans. If you need guidance, support or just a
sympathetic ear, MIT faculty and staff are here to help. Remember that
you can find links to a wide range of resources at http://web.mit.edu/
student/personal_support.html.

At MIT, supporting our students is of tremendous importance. In
recent years, we have supported that commitment by strengthening a
wide range of services: in mental health and other wellness services, in
student support services, in residential life, in dining, in advising and
mentoring and in student activities, among others. We have incredibly
devoted staff members, who provide exemplary service both day to
day and in times of crisis. However, strengthening MIT also means re-
flecting on how we provide support services and processes for our stu-
dents and how we evaluate those services. To this end, I am bringing
together a team of advisors to examine all of our current support sys-
tems and to think freely about new ways of providing community sup-
port, in keeping with the wonderful culture that has always defined the
MIT community. I hope that this process will produce some construc-
tive steps forward; in support of this effort, I welcome input from any
of you, our students, by sending email to whatsonyourmind@mit.edu.

I hope this will be a time when we join in strengthening our MIT
community: by reaching out to peers, colleagues, friends, and men-
tors to renew our sense of connection; by taking advantage of MIT
resources for help in dealing with the emotional challenges brought
on by these events; and by reflecting on our goals and aspirations, in-
dividually and together.

—Eric Grimson PhD 80

Exceptional Egg Donor Needed

Loving couple in search of attractive, well-rounded/highly
accomplished woman under 28 to help them become parents.

Compensation exceeding $15,000 for the right donor & travel
expenses paid.

Contact Dawn@ Fertilityalternatives@gmail.com or 858-391-8393 for
more info on process & eligibility.

SPERM DONORS

Earn up to N

per month

Invest minimal time
Make a real difference in the lives of families
Receive free health and genetic screenings

APPLY ONLINE:

SPERMBANK.com

- convenient Cambridge locatio
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Microsoft

Robotics Developer Studio 4
Beta

(3 Home, . .
" E?ompetln,lon

Do you have a cool
idea for an @home robot?

A clever robot that could make your
breakfast, turn on the lights
or grab you a beer?

Well here’s your opportunity to
show us what you've got and

I|{P|S AIM[IA|H
Ty (Tsale s Y R
392|784l651|||3|1 6 2|4|5| % R ORERREE

Pl (o]

socl231laasll14.2/1 3|5 6] | fcme i Mo
473/865[912[/|15324(6|1| gaar E |0 MIATA
6811349(275(16/4|3 5(1(2]| |thk A _
7 3916 5 2|1 8 4 RIEIEID B Getthefreemoblleapp:
254/178/396/|(2/6/5]1 3|4 Sk : http://gettag.mobi

win up to $10,000 in cash.

Submit your entry by November 30

Check it out at:
http://www.roboticsathome.com
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MOVIE SHORT

How is your research?

Escapades from the famous PhD comic arrive on screen

By Philipp M. Diesinger

STAFF WRITER

Jorge Cham’s Piled Higher and
Deeper — Life (or the lack thereof)
in Academia, aka PhD Comics
have been capturing the grad stu-
dent life in a humorous but always
accurate way. The original news-
paper and web comic strip started
in 1997 when Jorge himself was a

It captures the
essence of the life
of PhD students
like no other movie
and does it just as
well as the comic.

grad student at Stanford Universi-
ty. The comic deals with the topics
that govern grad student life like
struggles in research, the relation-
ship between students and their
supervisors, and most important-
ly, the constant quest for free food.
Much material was built up over
the years, and it almost seems that

The PhD Movie

Directed by Vahe
Gabuchian

Starring Raj Katti,
Alexandra Lockwood,
Evans Boney ‘06,
Crystal Dilworth and
K. Zachary Abbott

Screening at MIT on
November 3

the movie version was long over
due. Filming started in March 2011
and was a colaboration with a the-
ater group at Caltech.

The PhD movie features sev-
eral main characters from the
original comic, like the intimidat-
ing Professor Smith (Zachary Ab-
bott) — who, by the way, calls MIT
a “minor” institution in the movie
— the nameless hero (Raj Katti), a
grad student in engineering, and
Cecilia (Alexandra Lockwood), a
dedicated engineer with a strong
work ethic, to only name a few.

TuUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2011

COURTESY OF BEN DEVERMAN

Professor Smith (Zachary Abbott) stares down a grad student in the PhD movie.

The movie references many
of the original comics and it is
entertaining to recognize those.
Overall, The PhD Movie is a lot of
fun and very enjoyable to watch.
Nevertheless, the movie some-
times progresses too slowly and is
not as concise and to the point as
the comics. But even though The

PhD Movie is certainly not a pol-
ished Hollywood production, you
can tell that a lot of work and wit
went into the production; it cap-
tures the essence of the life of PhD
students like no other movie and
does it just as well as the comics
it's based on. This makes it incred-
ibly fun to watch with fellow grad

students.

The screenings at MIT will be
on November 3 in 26-100. Jorge
Cham will be with be there for the
screening and a Q&A afterwards.
He is joined by cast member Evan
Boney '06 (playing Mike Slacken-
erny in the movie) as well as pro-
ducer Meg Rosenburg.

Triathlon ends season strong

Male and female teams qualify for nationals

By Shaena Berlin

TEAM REPRESENTATIVE

The MIT Triathlon club re-
cently ended its racing season af-
ter an impressive 2011 outing. The
team won a local
race series, quali-
fied the female and
male teams for the
2012 Collegiate Na-
tionals Champion-
ships, and fielded
a number of MIT triathletes in
races across New England.

During the summer months,
MIT competed in the Max Perfor-
mance Series, which consisted of
5 triathlons of varying distances,
from sprint (1/2 mile swim, 12
mile bike, 3.1 mile run) to Olym-
pic distance (1 mile swim, 25
mile bike, 6.2 mile run). Thirty-
one MIT triathletes participated
throughout the summer. Thanks
to the fact that MIT had a pres-
ence on podiums (overall and
age groups) at every race, the
MIT Tri Club handily won the

SPORTS SHORT

Rifle team challenges
Naval Academy

This weekend the rifle team broke the MIT
school record score in air rifle, setting a new
high with 2251 points out of a possible 2400.
To give an idea of what this event involves,
consider that in order to get the highest pos-
sible score on each of 60 targets, competitors
have to hit a dot the size of a period from 10
meters away, while standing and supporting
the rifle for two hours. The team also scored
2184 in smallbore, a season best so far. The
Naval Academy won with 2203 in air rifle and

2273 in smallbore.

Nigel C. Kojimoto ’12 was the top shooter
from MIT in both events, scoring 564 in small-
bore and 576 in air rifle. Elizabeth A. Phillips
’13 took second in smallbore with a 546, Jen-
nifer C. de Bruijn "12 took third with 542 and
Michael A. Batista '12 placed fourth with 532.
In air rifle, de Bruijn had the second highest
team score with a 566, followed by Phillips with
a 558 and Tim R. Jenks "13 with a 512.

Next weekend the team will travel to Mas-
sachusetts Maritime Academy for the second-

to-last match of the semester.

—Jennifer C. de Bruijn, Team Representative

Division II title against triathlon
clubs from all over New England.

During the fall months, MIT
took part in New England Col-
legiate Triathlon Conference
(NECTC). The NECTC is com-
prised of all the collegiate clubs
in New England and is one of the
largest collegiate conferences in
the country. As the sport of tri-
athlon continues to garner inter-
est from students nation-wide,
the U.S.A. Triathlon organization
has had to enact stricter quali-
fication rules for the Collegiate
Nationals Championships held
every year in April. For the first
time, the NECTC was only al-
lowed to send seven male teams
and six female teams, meaning
that the 2011 races had more at
stake than the usual end-of-sea-
son standings. The team qualifi-
cation came down to the last race
of the season, the NECTC Cham-
pionships race held in Montauk,
NY, on Oct. 1. MIT triathletes
did extremely well in the most
competitive race in NECTC his-

tory, ensuring a Nationals quali-
fication for the female and male
teams. Notably, eight MIT men
finished in the top 25 percent of
the season points series, led by
Adam Jones’ G 17th place, while
club president Shaena R. Berlin
'13 finished 11th in the overall
season point series on the female
side.

In addition to successful team
results, MIT triathletes competed
individually in several high-pro-
file races. Katie Julia Quinn G
qualified for the Half-Ironman
World Championships after win-
ning her age group at two of the
most competitive Half-Ironman
races on the East Coast. Samuel
Nicaise G and Berlin placed in
the top two of their respective age
groups in the inaugural running
of the MascomaMan Half Iron,
and Matthieu J. Talpe G com-
peted in the Age Group National
Championships in Burlington,
VT, in August. Many other MIT
affiliates also successfully com-
pleted their first triathlon.

CHRISTOPHER A. MAYNOR—THE TECH
Members of the Men’s Rifle team compete
against the U.S. Naval Academy and Wentworth
Institute of Technology on Friday. The men's and
women'’s teams scored a combined total of 4,435
points, including a school record score of 2251 in
air rifle, to place second in the competition.

UPCOMING HOME EVENTS

Tuesday, November 1
Women’s Soccer vs. Wellesley
Women'’s Volleyball vs. WPI

6 p.m., Steinbrenner Stadium

7 p.m., Rockwell Cage

Football wins 23-0

Against Nichols, first win of season

By Phil Hess
HEAD COACH

Justin R. Wallace 15 ran for a
career-high 190 yards and three
scores to lead MIT to a 23-0
win over Nichols
College in a New
England Football
Conference game
at Steinbrenner Sta-
dium on Saturday.
Not the rain or the
snow that was falling at various
times during the game was going
to keep the Engineers from their
task for the night as they picked
up their first win since the begin-
ning of the season.

Poor weather conditions
played a part in the first score
of the night when Anthony ]J.
Souffrant '15 blocked Tyler Nor-
dbeck’s first punt attempt of the
night, with the Engineers recov-
ering the ball at the Nichols 18-
yard line. MIT could not pick up a
first down, but Peter W. Gilliland
12 booted a 26-yard field goal
with 10:17 showing on the clock
to put the Engineers up early.

MIT stopped Nichols (0-9, 0-6
NEFC) on its next drive and came
up big again on special teams.
This time it was Erik G. Johnson
’15 that got a hand on the Bisons
punt, with his deflection result-
ing in just a 16-yard punt to the
MIT 44. From there the Engi-
neers picked up a 21-yard pass
from John C. Wenzel '14 to Brad-
ford L. Goldsberry '15 and a 16-
yard run from Wallace that push
the ball deep into Nichols terri-
tory. With 6:29 left Wallace broke
around the left side and found
the end zone from 20 yards out to
make it 10-0.

MIT’s defense did the rest. The
Engineers held Nichols to just 90
total yards and seven first downs
in the game as they recorded
their first shutout since blanking
UMass-Dartmouth 26-0 in 2009.

The Bison also had trouble hang-
ing on to the slick ball in the wet
conditions, fumbling eight times,
losing three to the Engineers
who also picked off four Nichols
passes.

Nichols could only manage
to cross the 50-yard line into the
MIT end of the field three times
during the game. The closest
the Bison came to the getting
into the red-zone was late in the
first quarter when Alex DiNardo
sacked Wenzel and forced a fum-
ble that the Bison recovered on
the MIT 41. Nichols got as far as
the MIT 30, but Rhys D. Borchert
14 intercepted Dan Snyder’s
pass attempt and returned it 27
yards to end the threat.

As the snow picked up in the
second half MIT stayed with its
ground attack, which paid off
with a four-yard Wallace TD run
in the final minute of the third
and a nine-yard scamper with
1:30 left that put the final touches
on the victory.

Wallace picked up his 190
yards on 41 carries, tying the
Institute record for carries in a
game set by DeRon M. Brown
’10 against Salve Regina in 2009.
Wenzel completed 6-of-21 at-
tempts in the tough conditions
for 84 yards. The stingy MIT de-
fense was led by Jacob N. Laux
’14 with 11 tackles and a fumble
recovery.

Irie Perry was the workhorse
for Nichols, gaining 46 yards on
21 carries. The Bison played both
Snyder and Jacob Shoup at quar-
terback, with the pair combining
to complete just five of 20 at-
tempts, with four of the attempts
intercepted, for 30 yards.

MIT will play its final game of
the season next Saturday, Nov. 5
when it hosts Endicott College
at 1 p.m. on Senior Day. Nichols
will also close out its season next
week as it hosts Salve Regina at
noon.



