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awaiting court’s decision | JEEEies
Ruling on temporary stay may come today
By John A. Hawkinson assert that the federal funding of human em-
NEWS EDITOR bryonic stem cell research violates the Dickey-
Wicker amendment, a congressional appro-
Many stem cell researchers have been left priations rider that prohibits federal funding of
uncertain about their own future and the fu- research where a human embryo is destroyed.
ture of their field as they wait for a federal judge = They are suing the Department of Health and
to decide whether to allow the NIH to fund hu- Human Services and the National Institutes of
man embryonic stem cell research, within and  Health.
without of its walls. The government filed its emergency motion
A recent federal court injunction barred last week Tuesday, requesting that the Court
NIH labs from performing human embryonic  puton hold, or stay, the preliminary injunction
stem cell research, and also stopped the NIH it issued on Monday, Aug. 23. That prelimi-
from funding grants that supported such re- nary injunction directs the NIH & HHS to stop
search. The judge is currently considering an  “implementing, applying, or taking any action
emergency stay which would temporarily al- whatsoever pursuant to the National Institutes
low the NIH to continue its research and to of Health Guidelines for Human Stem Cell Re-
continue funding research. search, 74 Fed. Reg. 32,170 (July 7, 2009), or
The NIH has interpreted the court order to  otherwise funding research involving human
bar work with any human embryonic stem cell ~ embryonic stem cells as contemplated in the
lines, but the plaintiffs in the case say they only ~ Guidelines.”
meant to roll back the additional stem cell lines L.
allowed by the Obama administration in 2009.  Sher ley’s motivation
Those plaintiffs, James L. Sherley and Theresa According to an article in Thursday’s Wall
Deisher, said in a court filing Friday night that  Street Journal, Sherley and Deisher were “re-
the Court’s ban does not apply to research ap-  cruited separately” by lawyers looking to chal-
proved under the Bush administration’s stem lenge the federal policy. They had never met
cell guidelines in 2001. until last week, the Journal said.
The judge, Royce C. Lamberth, is expected It's not clear who recruited them, or how the
to rule early this week on the emergency stay, lawsuit is being funded.
quite possibly as early as today. The lawsuit originally included seven ad-
The case is Sherley v. Sebelius, where plain-
tiffs James L. Sherley and Theresa Deisher Stem cells, Page 10
Most libraries cut back on
° °
operating hours this year -
— —
ANDREW SWAYZE—THE TECH
Akansha Kumar ‘11 (left) and Shubhi Goyal ‘12 perform with MIT Chamak, a
Haydel’l ClOSeS at 1 1; tO lOSe extended weekend hours South Asian fusion dance team, at the ASA Activities Midway last Friday. More than
200 student groups had booths in the Johnson Ice Rink.
By Jingyun Fan a policy that is accelerating the Libraries’ 2008
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR reorganization initiative.
Over the summer, MIT libraries were closed
MIT Libraries drastically cut hours for the fromJuly2toJuly 10 andlibrary staffwere forced
new 2010-2011 academic year. The libraries to take unpaid vacations to help cut costs. . was in the hundreds of thousands of dol-
Hayden, Barker, Dewey, Lewis, and Rotch lost a In the last academic year two MIT libraries TEP SOdlum dl’ Op lars, according to John J. Barton, a lawyer
combined 27.5 hours of service per week. Most ~ were closed — the Aeronautics and Astronau- . . . for the victims.
libraries will open half-an-hour later and some, tics Library and the Lindgren Library. Dur- Sult ended 1mn S1X- The settlement will be paid out of the
including Hayden, will close an hour earlier. ing exam week last semester, Hayden Library o insurance policies of TEP and of Bhaskar
These hours will be effective starting today. closed at 2 a.m. every day instead of staying flglll‘e Settlement Mookerji G, the TEP member who con-
Reductions were decided using data showing open 24-hours as it has in the past. fessed to throwing the sodium in the riv-
hours of most use by students via record of dai- Hayden Library underwent renovations this In August, The Tech reported on the er. The money will compensate victims
ly door counts in each library. summer. Improvements include new energy- settlement between Tau Epsilon Phi (TEP) Thomas Soisson and Katherine Nardin for
MIT has mandated that libraries must re- efficient lighting, sprinkler system upgrades, students and cleanup volunteers overinju-  emotional trauma and medical expenses,
duce the Fiscal Year 2011 budget by $2 million, new carpet, acoustical ceiling tiles, and paint. ries resulting from dropping sodium in the =~ which included skin graft surgery and burn
Charles River in 2007. The Boston Globe scar treatments.
subsequently reported that the settlement — Joanna Kao
Library Last year’s (2009-2010) hours | This year's (2010-2011) hours | [
Ha den Mon-Thu 8a.m.—midnight Fri Sa.m.—lwy_J.m. Mon-Thu 9a.m—~11p.m.  Fri 9a.m.—6p.m. 25
y Sat 10a.m.—10p.m. Sun 10a.m.—midnight | Sat 1-6p.m. Sun 2-11p.m. I N s H 0 RT campus. They will be at Simmons in the Mail
Barker Mon-Thu 8:30 am.~11p.m. Fri§:30a.m—~7p.m. | Mon-Thu9a.m—11pm.  Fri%am—6pm.| . Th ) Room Lounge a.t 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday; at
Sat 1-6p.m. Sun 1-11p.m. | Sat 1-6p.m. Sun 2-11p.m. e APO Book Exchange will take place  Burton-Conner in the Conference Room at 5
Mon—The S30a 1o Fri 530am—Tom. | MonTha Sam—tinm FriSamtom in W2)0—f307 (third floor of tk}lle Student  p.m;and at Next House in the TFL at 6 p.m.
o R posaiiasy - SR o |45 Center) from 10 am. to 5 p.m. through Fri-
Dewey Sat 176p.m. Suni-Tpm. | Sat1-6p.m. Sun2-T1p.m. day this week. You can 550 ordergkl)looks Comedians Shane Mauss and Bo Burnham
Lewis Mon-Thu 8:30a.m~10p.m. ~ Fri 8:302.m—6p.m. | Mon-Thu9a.m—9p.m.  Fri%am—6pm.| o online or just peruse the inventory at will headline the Fall Festival on October 2
Sat 1- 6p.m. Sun 1-10p.m. | Sat 1- 6p.m. Sun 2-Sp.m. http://apo.mit.edu/bookex. at 8 p.m. at Kresge Auditorium. Tickets go on
Rotch Mon-Thu 8:30am~11p.m. Fri 8:30a.m—7p.m. | Mon-Thu9a.m—11p.m.  Fri%am—6pm.| . . . sale today at hitp://sao.mit.edu/tickes.
Sat 1-6p.m. Sun 2-10p.m. | Sat 1-6p.m. Sun 2-11p.m. Interested in working for the Undergradu-
- Mon-Fri 630am—5pm MonFri Sa.m5pm ate .Associa'tion? The UA is running infor- Send news ‘information and tips to
Rotch Visual Sat-Sun Closed Sat.Sum Closed 25 mation sessions this week at dorms across  news@tech.mit.edu.
THE U.S. NEEDS TO VARIOUS STATES OF UNDRESS STEAL MY COMIC WRESTLING SECTIONS
DUMP PAKISTAN Don't overrun third base. Slow down, be Can't decide on a major? EMASCULATED World & Nation . . .2
Pakistan has been patient, and give it a try. CL, p. 6 We're here to help. The WWE is supposed Opinion ... 4
mismanaged to the FRESH PERSPECTIVES FUN, p.7 to be larger than life, (F:j;ng:;elgf_e_ g
verge of collapse. We but it's more tiresome Sports . ........ 20

can't continue this toxic
relationship. OPN, p. 4

A sudden illness during Orientation, and
what one freshman learned. CL, p. 6

than entertaining.
SPO, p. 20
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Floods in Pakistan hold the
seeds of upheaval

THATA SIAL, PAKISTAN — When the governor of Punjab
province arrived recently in this small town with truckloads of
relief goods for flood victims, his visit was as much a political
mission as a humanitarian one. His message to the hundred
or so displaced people gathered under an awning was that the
government was there for them.

There have been angry accusations from politicians and
flood victims that officials have guided relief to their own party
supporters, and serious allegations that powerful landlords
and politicians diverted surging floodwaters to protect their
own lands at the expense of others.

Most political commentators say the president and his gov-
ernment are safe for the time being, if only because no one
wants to take on the immense responsibilities of the crisis.
And the main opposition leader, former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, does not appear ready to test his party in national elec-
tions.

—Carlotta Gall, The New York Times

For GOP, Tea Party believers
wield a double-edged sword

Christine O’'Donnell, running in Delaware to be the Repub-
lican nominee for the Senate seat once held by Vice President
Joe Biden, is a perennial candidate with a history of financial
problems, including unpaid taxes and a home in foreclosure.
Rep. Michael N. Castle, her opponent in the primary, is a veter-
an congressman and former governor who has won statewide
elections more than 10 times.

But O’'Donnell has the backing of the Tea Party, and sud-
denly Delaware has become the latest Republican civil war
battlefield. National Tea Party groups are pouring money into
O’Donnell’s campaign, while establishment Republicans are
attacking her with more ferocity than they have shown toward
the Democrat in the race, worried that O’'Donnell is the bigger
threat to the party’s winning the seat in November.

But analysts say third-party candidates will affect 10 House
races, at best, in a year when 100 are competitive. And Republi-
can strategists say it is wishful thinking on the Democrats’ part
to hope that they can combat Tea Party enthusiasm with con-
cerns about Tea Party extremism.

—Kate Zernike, The New York Times

In Europe’s debt crisis, lending
was still strong

Even as Europe’s sovereign debt crisis intensified early this
year, banks continued to load up on debt from Greece and oth-
er countries with the most acute fiscal problems, according to a
report released Sunday.

The report suggests that the European Central Bank inad-
vertently encouraged institutions to increase their risk as it
tried to stabilize the banking system.

Banks increased the amount of credit they extended to gov-
ernments and the private sector in Greece, Ireland, Portugal
and Spain by 4.3 percent, or $109 billion, in the first quarter of
2010 compared with the previous quarter, the quarterly report
from the Bank for International Settlements said. The addi-
tional credit brought banks’ total exposure to those countries to
$2.6 trillion. The Bank for International Settlements, in Basel,
Switzerland, serves as a clearinghouse for the world’s central
banks.

European banks increased their holdings to the four coun-
tries more than banks from the United States or other places
outside of Europe.

—Jack Ewing, The New York Times
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American Muslims ask,
will we ever belong?

By Laurie Goodstein
THE NEW YORK TIMES

For nine years after the attacks of
Sept. 11, many American Muslims
made concerted efforts to build re-
lationships with non-Muslims, to
make it clear they abhor terrorism,
to educate people about Islam and
to participate in interfaith service
projects. They took satisfaction in
the observations by many scholars
that Muslims in America were more
successful and assimilated than
Muslims in Europe.

Now, many of those same Mus-
lims say that all of those years of
work are being rapidly undone by
the fierce opposition to a Muslim
cultural center near ground zero
that has unleashed a torrent of anti-
Muslim sentiments and a spate of
vandalism. The knifing of a Muslim
cab driver in New York City has also
alarmed many American Muslims.

“We worry: Will we ever be really
completely accepted in American
society?” said Dr. Ferhan Asghar, an
orthopedic spine surgeon in Cin-
cinnati and the father of two young
girls. “In no other country could we

have such freedoms — that’s why so
many Muslims choose to make this
country their own. But we do won-
der whether it will get to the point
where people don’t want Muslims
here anymore.”

Eboo Patel, a founder and direc-
tor of Interfaith Youth Core, a Chica-
go-based community service pro-
gram that tries to reduce religious
conflict, said, “I am more scared
than I've ever been — more scared
than I was after Sept. 11”

That was a refrain echoed by
many American Muslims in inter-
views last week. They said they were
scared not as much for their safety
as to learn that the suspicion, igno-
rance and even hatred of Muslims is
so widespread. This is not the tra-
jectory toward integration and ac-
ceptance that Muslims thought they
were on.

Some American Muslims said
they were especially on edge as the
anniversary of 9/11 approaches.
The pastor of a small church in
Florida has promised to burn a pile
of Qurans that day. Muslim leaders
are telling their followers that the
stunt has been widely condemned

by Christian and other religious
groups and should be ignored. But
they said some young American
Muslims were questioning how they
could simply sit by and watch the
promised desecration.

They liken their situation to that
of other scapegoats in American
history: Irish Roman Catholics be-
fore the nativist riots in the 1800s,
the Japanese before they were put
in internment camps during World
War II.

Muslims sit in their living rooms,
aghast as pundits assert over and
over that Islam is not a religion at
all but a political cult, that Muslims
cannot be good Americans and that
mosques are fronts for extremist
jihadis. To address what it calls a
“growing tide of fear and intoler-
ance,” the Islamic Society of North
America plans to convene a sum-
mit of Christian, Muslim and Jewish
leaders in Washington on Tuesday.

Young American Muslims who
are trying to figure out their place
and their goals in life are particu-
larly troubled, said Imam Abdullah
T. Antepli, the Muslim chaplain at
Duke University.

Baghdad attack highlights still
dangerous role of U.S.

By Steven Lee Myers
and Duraid Adnan

THE NEW YORK TIMES

BAGHDAD — Insurgents mount-
ed a coordinated attack on one of the
main military commands in Bagh-
dad on Sunday, briefly drawing fire
from American soldiers, an event
that underscored the ambiguity of
the American military role in Iraq
after the declared end of its combat
operations.

The attack punctuated a sharp
rise in violence as the United States
declared an official end to its combat
mission here effective last Wednes-
day.

A group of at least sixarmed men,
some of them rigged with explosives,
attacked a rear gate at the base, the
headquarters of Iraq’s 11th army di-
vision, which houses the command
responsible for security in the part
of the capital east of the Tigris River
and a federal police brigade, as well

as American advisers and the sol-
diers who protect them. None of the
Americans were reported hurt.

The insurgents detonated a ve-
hicle outside the base, killing the
driver, while another suicide bomb-
er detonated an explosive vest at a
checkpoint. After an initial lull, as
Iraqi forces collected the dead and
wounded, the attack continued for
three hours as two insurgents es-
caped into the building, firing auto-
matic weapons and throwing gre-
nades from an upper floor window.

At least 12 people were killed, at
least four of them soldiers, officials
said, and 36 others were wounded.
None of the Americans were report-
ed hurt. The Baghdad Operations
Command said that all six insurgents
had been killed.

A spokesman for the American
military in Baghdad, Lt. Col. Eric
Bloom, confirmed in a statement
that American soldiers had joined
the defense of the compound, pro-

viding “suppressive fire” while Iraqi
Army troops counterattacked.

As has often been the case in at-
tacks, the American military also had
helicopters and unmanned aerial
vehicles providing surveillance, and
explosives experts took part in the fo-
rensic examination of the attack.

The attack was a reminder — un-
necessary to Iraqis — that the shift in
the American mission did not por-
tend an end to insurgent violence.
It also underscored the ambigu-
ous and still-dangerous position for
Americans in their role as advisers
to Iraq’s beleaguered security forces,
who face almost daily attacks from
insurgents.

A civilian official who works in
the command, which includes the
division’s budget office, witnessed
American troops inside briefly
shooting at the two insurgents who
had entered the building and began
firing on Iraqi and American soldiers
and commanders.

A warm start to classes,

then rain and chilly winds

By Roman Kowch
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

ening low pressure across
southern Canada toward Nova
Scotia. This system will swing
a cold front through the east
Coast by Wednesday night.
Skies will become cloudy and
rain should begin falling on
Wednesday as showers, or pos-
sibly thunderstorms. The fast
moving cold front will give way
to cooler temperatures (around
70°F) by Thursday, and allow
some showers from the accom-
panying low pressure to move
southward from Canada. Don’t
worry, no tropical cyclones in
sight for now.

An area of high pressure
centered to our south in the
Atlantic will continue moving
eastward. As it does so, south-
westerly winds will reach New
England, providing a quick
surge of warm air for today.
Highs will likely reach the mid
80s over the area, but remain
below those of last week’s heat
wave. Temperatures should
cool off somewhat for Wednes-
day as the next storm system
approaches, bringing a weak-

Extended Forecast

Today: Mostly sunny. High 87°F (31°C). SW wind 10-15 mph, gusts
to 20 mph.

Tonight: Increasing clouds late. Low 66°F (19°C). SW wind 10-15
mph.

Tomorrow: Mostly cloudy. 40% chance showers, with a possible
thunderstorm. High 82°F (28°C). West wind 10-15 mph, gusts
to 20 mph.

Thursday: Mostly cloudy, clearing late. Slight chance showers.
Highs around 72°F (22°C). Lows around 60°F (16°C).
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Some see a ploy as Craigslist
blocks sex ads

By Claire Cain Miller

THE NEW YORK TIMES

SAN FRANCISCO — Craigslist,
by shutting off its “adult services”
section and slapping a “censored”
label in its place, is engaging in
what some analysts describe as a
high-stakes stunt to influence pub-
lic opinion.

Since blocking the adult services
adsastheLabor Dayweekend began
— and suspending arevenue stream
that could bring in an estimated $44
million this year — Craigslist has re-
fused to discuss its motivations. But
using the word “censored” suggests
that the increasingly combative
company is trying to draw attention
to its fight with state attorneys gen-
eral over adult ads and to issues of
free speech on the Internet.

The law has been on Craigslist’s
side. The federal Communications
Decency Act protects websites
against liability for what their us-
ers post on the sites. And last year,
the efforts of attorneys general
were stymied when a federal judge
blocked South Carolina’s attorney
general from prosecuting Craigslist

executives for listings that resulted
in prostitution arrests.

“Itcertainly appears to be a state-
ment about how they feel about be-
ing judged in the court of public
opinion,” said Thomas R. Burke, a
First Amendment lawyer at Davis
Wright Tremaine who specializes in
Internet law and does not work for
Craigslist. “It’s certainly the law that
they're not liable for it, but it’s an-
other matter if the attorneys general
are saying change your ways.”

Attorneys general and advocacy
groups have continued to pressure
the company to remove the adult
services section. A letter from 17
state attorneys general dated Aug.
24 demanded that Craigslist close
the section, contending that it
helped facilitate prostitution and
the trafficking of women and chil-
dren.

The adult services section of
Craigslist was still blocked in the
United States on Sunday evening.
“Sorry, no statement,” Susan Mac-
Tavish Best, Craigslist’s spokes-
woman, wrote on Sunday in re-
sponse to an e-mail message.

Analysts said that if the block

was a temporary statement of pro-
test, it could backfire because of the
avalanche of news coverage that the
site had received for taking down
the ads.

“I'm very convinced that this is
permanent, even if it was not their
intention to make it permanent,
said Peter M. Zollman, founding
principal of the Advanced Inter-
active Media Group, a consulting
firm that follows Craigslist closely.
“I think it will be difficult, if not im-
possible, for them to go back and
reopen that section without really
running into a buzzsaw of negative
publicity and reaction”

Attorneys general in several
states said they had so far been un-
able to get any information from
Craigslist.

“If this announcement is a stunt
or a ploy, it will only redouble our
determination to pursue this issue
with Craigslist, because they would
bein asense be thumbing their nose
at the public interest,” Richard Blu-
menthal, the Connecticut attorney
general who has spearheaded the
campaign against Craigslist, said in
an interview by phone on Sunday.

Grim housing choice: help
today’s owners or future buyers

By David Streitfeld

THE NEW YORK TIMES

The unexpectedly deep plungein
home sales this summer is likely to
force the Obama administration to
choose between future homeown-
ers and current ones, a predicament
officials had been eager to avoid.

Over the last 18 months, the
administration has rolled out just
about every program it could think
of to prop up the ailing housing
market, using tax credits, mortgage
modification programs, low inter-
est rates, government-backed loans
and other assistance intended to
keep values up and delinquent bor-
rowers out of foreclosure. The goal
was to stabilize the market until a
resurgent economy created new
households that demanded places
to live.

As the economy again sputters
and potential buyers flee — July
housing sales sank 26 percent from
July 2009 — there is a growing sense
of exhaustion with government in-

tervention. Some economists and
analysts are now urging a dose of
shock therapy that would greatly
shift the benefits to future hom-
eowners: Let the housing market
crash.

When prices are lower, these
experts argue, buyers will pour in,
creating the elusive stability the
government has spent billions upon
billions trying to achieve.

“Housing needs to go back to
reasonable levels,” said Anthony B.
Sanders, a professor of real estate
finance at George Mason Univer-
sity. “If we keep trying to stimulate
the market, that’s the definition of
insanity.”

The further the market de-
scends, however, the more miser-
able one group — important both
politically and economically — will
be: the tens of millions of home-
owners who have already seen their
home values drop an average of 30
percent.

The poorer these owners feel,
the less likely they will indulge in

the sort of consumer spending the
economy needs to recover. If they
see an identical house down the
street going for half what they owe,
the temptation to default might be
irresistible. That could make the
market’s current malaise seem mi-
nor.

Caught in the middle is an ad-
ministration that gambled on a re-
covery that is not happening.

“The administration made a bet
that a rising economy would solve
the housing problem and now they
are out of chips,” said Howard Gla-
ser, a former Clinton administration
housing official with close ties to
policy makers in the administration.
“They are deeply worried and don’t
really know what to do”

That was clear last week, when
the secretary of housing and urban
development, Shaun Donovan, ap-
peared to side with current hom-
eowners, telling CNN that the ad-
ministration would “go everywhere
we can” to make sure the slumping
market recovers.

Labour politicians call for a second
look at a phone scandal

By Sarah Lyall
and Don Van Natta Jr.
THE NEW YORK TIMES

LONDON — Senior opposition
politicians are calling on the gov-
ernment to respond to renewed
accusations that Downing Street’s
chief communications officer, Andy
Coulson, encouraged reporters to il-
legally intercept messages from the
cell phones of public figures when he
was editor of The News of the World.

At the same time, a number of
people whose phone messages may
have been intercepted by The News
of the World during Coulson’s tenure
are accusing the Metropolitan Police
of failing to fully examine all the evi-
dence in its criminal investigation in
2006 and 2007.

Lord Prescott, a Labour politician
who was the deputy prime minister
under Tony Blair and who has been
named as one of hundreds of peo-
ple whose phones may have been
hacked, said the police had never

provided him with a sufficient expla-
nation of what happened.

“I have been far from satisfied
with the Metropolitan Police’s pro-
cedure in dealing with my requests
to uncover the truth about this case,”
Prescott told the Observer news-
paper. It was only after “repeated
requests,” he said, that he learned
that he might have been a victim of
phone-hacking. Ifthe police continue
to fail to be forthcoming, he said, he
said he would seek a judicial inquiry
into their handling of the matter.

Alan Johnson, a Labour member
of Parliament and a former home
secretary, announced that he would
review the home office papers relat-
ing to the case to see whether the
matter should be brought to the In-
spectorate of Constabulary, which
monitors the police. His recommen-
dation would then go to the current
home secretary, Theresa May.

Prescott was responding to an
article published by The New York
Times Magazine online Wednesday

and in print Sunday about the scan-
dal. In 2007, The News of the World’s
royal editor, Clive Goodman, and an
investigator employed by The News
of the World, Glenn Mulcaire, were
jailed after pleading guilty to having
illegally intercepted voice-mail mes-
sages of Prince William and Prince
Harry and their chief royal aides.

Coulson, who was appointed edi-
tor of The News of the World in 2003,
said that he had no knowledge of the
hacking and that it was an isolated
case, but resigned from the paper in
January 2007 nonetheless.

Last year, The Guardian news-
paper printed an article saying that
hundreds of people might have been
targeted by The News of the World
and providing details about some
of them, including Gordon Taylor,
former chief executive of the Pro-
fessional Footballers’ Association,
who reached a settlement of 700,000
pounds with The News of the World
over the hacking of his mobile
phone.
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Grim housing choice: help
today’s owners or future buyers

The unexpectedly deep plunge in home sales this summer is
likely to force the Obama administration to choose between future
homeowners and current ones, a predicament officials had been
eager to avoid.

Over the last 18 months, the administration has rolled out just
about every program it could think of to prop up the ailing hous-
ing market, using tax credits, mortgage modification programs,
low interest rates, government-backed loans and other assistance
intended to keep values up and delinquent borrowers out of fore-
closure. The goal was to stabilize the market until a resurgent econ-
omy created new households that demanded places to live.

As the economy again sputters and potential buyers flee — July
housing sales sank 26 percent from July 2009 — there is a grow-
ing sense of exhaustion with government intervention. Some
economists and analysts are now urging a dose of shock therapy
that would greatly shift the benefits to future homeowners: Let the
housing market crash.

When prices are lower, these experts argue, buyers will pour
in, creating the elusive stability the government has spent billions
upon billions trying to achieve.

—David Streitfeld, The New York Times

True to erratic form, Murray
tumbles out early

The dire forecast — weather and otherwise — that were sup-
posed to rattle the U.S. Open field seemed to pass Sunday with little
of the expected doom and gloom. The wind, which had turned Sat-
urday into a mess, calmed by Sunday afternoon, and all seemed
well until Andy Murray, the tournament’s version of Eeyore, took
the court.

Murray, the No. 4 seed, careened out of the tournament in the
third round in his usual star-crossed fashion. Stanislas Wawrinka,
the 25th seed, was the one who pounced on Murray’s weaknesses
this time in a 6-7 (3), 7-6 (4), 6-3, 6-3 victory. Wawrinka struck 13
aces and 58 winners in grabbing control of a match as Murray lost
his grip on it.

For Murray, it was another failure to shake the dark cloud that
seems to follow him here. Aside from 2008, when he reached the
final, many of Murray’s exits looked like this one: full of dispirited
play and games in which he looked as if he wanted to be just about
anywhere else.

—Lynn Zinser, The New York Times

Albany district attorney faces
criticism in a steroid case

As the district attorney for Albany County, P. David Soares has
made a name for himself around the state by investigating top New
York public officials, most recently weighing whether to prosecute
Gov. David A. Paterson on perjury charges.

But now Soares is confronting questions about whether he acted
improperly in his effort to prosecute the operators of a pharmacy
in Florida at the center of a national steroid scandal that implicated
major sports figures.

A federal judge in Florida has allowed the operators of the com-
pany, Signature Pharmacy, to proceed with a lawsuit that accuses
Soares and his office of federal civil rights violations.

In denying Soares’ motion to dismiss the suit, the judge, Gregory
A. Presnell, used biting language to criticize Soares, saying he had
led a case riddled with flaws, including arrests that potentially were
illegal, as Soares sought to attract maximum media attention.

More broadly, Presnell said he failed to understand why Soares
believed he had alegal basis to pursue the investigation, noting that
Signature had no offices in New York and that the people charged
had never set foot in the state.

The lawsuit centers on an investigation that Soares initiated
several years ago that ultimately led to a highly publicized raid
on Signature Pharmacy in Orlando, Fla., which prosecutors had
alleged was the supplier of at least $10 million of controlled sub-
stances sold to customers in New York.

—Raymond Hernandez, The New York Times

Congressional generosity on big
corporations’ tab

WASHINGTON—Rep. Joe Baca has achieved near celebrity sta-
tus in his suburban Los Angeles district, as much for his record of
giveaways — Thanksgiving turkeys, college scholarships, spare
boots for firefighters — as for anything he has done in Congress.

That generosity is made possible by the Joe Baca Foundation, a
charity his family set up three years ago to aid local organizations.
It provides another benefit, too: helping the Democratic congress-
man run something akin to a permanent political campaign. Joe
Baca T-shirts and caps are given out at the charity’s events, where
banners display his name. Local newspapers mention the charity’s
donations, and cable stations show appearances by Baca and his
family at functions his foundation supports.

“It’s great,” said Laura Goodloe, 36, as she watched her 8-year-
old son, Jordan, play at the arena in San Bernardino, Calif., where
the Baca Foundation offered a free basketball clinic last month. “He
is giving back to the community.”

But unlike most private foundations, little of the money comes
out of Baca’s pocket. Instead, local companies and major corpora-
tions that have often turned to Baca’s Washington office for help,
and usually succeed in getting it, are the chief donors.

Areview by The New York Times of federal tax records and House
and Senate disclosure reports found at least two dozen charities
that lawmakers or their families helped create or run that routinely
accept donations from businesses seeking to influence them. The
sponsors — AT&T, Chevron, General Dynamics, Morgan Stanley,
Eli Lilly and dozens of others — contribute millions of dollars annu-
ally in gifts ranging from token amounts to a check for $5 million.

—Eric Lipton, The New York Times
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While Karachi slowly burns

U.S. foreign policy must work around Pakistan rather than with it

By Keith Yost
STAFF COLUMNIST

In the game of geopolitics, Pakistan was
dealt a terrible hand. It began its existence
situated next to an aggressive and mortal
enemy who, both in population as well as
gross domestic product, outnumbered it
by more than three to one.

Time has done nothing to improve this
situation. Civil war, secession, and eco-
nomic mismanagement on the Pakistani
side have left India with an advantage in
men and materiel of nearly seven to one.
The addition of nuclear weapons to the
subcontinent have only raised the stakes
of failure.

In this context, the United States and
Pakistan should be natural geopolitical al-
lies. In an unequal confrontation between
rival states, the weaker side typically has
two options: sue for peace or find a strong
ally to counterbalance the disparity. Paki-
stan’s opportunities for partnership are
limited — China, despite its sometimes
tense relationship with India, has little to
gain in the long term from a partnership
with Pakistan. Similarly, Russia has de-
murred as a partner, with Vladimir Putin
going so far as to publicly state Russia’s
preference for India over Pakistan. Nearby
Muslim states are either unwilling or un-
able to offer support — Saudi Arabia large-
ly follows the U.S’s lead on relations with
Pakistan, and Iran, too troubled a country
to provide meaningful assistance anyway,
doesn’t appear ready to add India to its
long list of enemies.

The United States is more than just the
last unpaired girl at the dance — in many

ways, especially where the War Formerly
Known as the War on Terror is concerned,
Pakistan is uniquely positioned to aid U.S.
interests. It is hard to imagine a stable Af-
ghanistan without significant effort from
Pakistan, and we rely upon their implicit
support to conduct many of our operations
against Al Qaeda. Much as it was during
the Cold War, a U.S.-Pakistan partnership
is rich with opportunities for mutual gain.

Unfortunately, today’s pairing between
Pakistan and the U.S. is weak and acrimo-
nious. Neither we nor the Pakistanis have
been willing to trust the other, and today
nearly three in five Pakistanis consider the
U.S. an enemy.

Admittedly, the U.S. deserves some of
the blame for this turn of events. Our with-
drawal from Central Asian affairs follow-
ing the collapse of the Soviet Union gave
Pakistan serious cause to question the reli-
ability of our strategic partnership, and the
ongoing rivalry between the United States
and China creates the risk that someday
the U.S. will decide it needs a hedge against
Chinese power (India) more than it needs
an ally against Al Qaeda (Pakistan).

But the lion’s share of responsibil-
ity for the current state of affairs lies with
Pakistan. They have failed to properly
comprehend their country’s geopolitical
situation, they have failed to respond to
challenges in a sensible and strategic way,
and the mismanagement of the country by
their ruling elite verges on the point of na-
tional suicide. While the conditions for a
long-term strategic partnership are favor-
able, our would-be partners are too stra-
tegically myopic to embrace us, and too
self-destructive to be of much help even if

Sixteen hundred dead.

A full fifth of the nation
submerged.

The human toll in flood-
stricken Pakistan demands
that we, as our brother’s
keeper, send aid to those
affected.

But even as we send relief, the
flood offers us an opportunity
to reflect and ask the question
— is there a future in our
troubled relationship?

Or is it time to find a different
regional ally in the war on
terror?

they chose to.

At issue is not merely Pakistan’s reluc-
tance to divert conventional forces from
its eastern border with India to fight fun-
damentalists in its northwest. The mili-
tary’s fixation on India has led the country
down a path that sets it in direct opposi-
tion to the interests of the United States. At
every step of the way, from their partner-
ship with U.S. enemies to acquire nuclear
weapons, to their support for terrorist
groups in Kashmir, to their past (and, if

Pakistan, Page 5
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A correction that ran on September 3 correcting the date of the freshman registration
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A front-page In Short item from Friday, Sept. 3 incorrectly stated that the Activities Mid-
way was to occur from 4:30-6 p.m. The Midway was actually 4-6:30 p.m.
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The tfloods in Pakistan reveal why it's time for us to cut ties

Pakistan, from Page 4

the recent WikiLeaks documents are taken
at face value, continuing) relationship with
the Taliban, Pakistan has systematically
sacrificed its long-term strategic interest
— which lies either in peace with India or
support from the United States — in favor
of minor and temporary enhancements to
its security.

The problem also goes deeper than
chronic strategic miscalculation on the part
of the Pakistanis; as a country, Pakistan is
failing. The political dynasties that control
the civilian government are venally cor-
rupt. The educational system is in shambles
— the average Pakistani adult has less than
four years of education; more than half are
illiterate. Businesses are dependent on gov-
ernment favor. The tax collection system is
broken. Civil society is feeble. The country
lacks infrastructure and reliable electricity.
As a whole, the nation suffers from a defi-
cit of social and political cohesion — it is
split along ethnic as well as economic lines.
Pakistan is a country mired in underdevel-
opment, and foreign aid is as likely to find
its way to a Swiss bank as it is to be used for
economic growth.

The recent floods are a prime example of
the failure of the Pakistani state. The civilian
government of Pakistan has been callous
in its indifference. As his country lay para-
lyzed, the president, Asif Ali Zardari, jetted
off to Britain to enjoy a lavish party with his
son. Disaster relief efforts have been under-
whelming, and in some parts, radical Is-
lamic groups have stepped in to provide aid
with impunity. The incompetent response
by the Pakistani government to a natural
disaster of this magnitude is reminiscent of
the 1970 Bhola Cyclone, the lackluster reac-
tion to which subsequently fomented a civil
war, harsh genocide, and military humilia-
tion by Indian forces.

As a microcosm for the nation, one can
do no better than Karachi, where armed
political gangs have taken advantage of the
flood’s distraction to ramp up their ongo-
ing war against each other. Each day brings
fresh assassinations and retribution. In the
chaos, businesses have closed, banks have
closed, schools have closed — the largest
city in the country has ground to a halt while
Pakistanis murder each other in the streets.

It is a typically American conceit to be-
lieve that every problem has a solution. Ac-
cordingly there are still those in our foreign

policy circles who believe that with the right
aid and incentives, we can “fix” Pakistan.
Indeed, there would be nothing better for
U.S. interests than a stable and prosper-
ous Pakistan. But this is a pipe dream. We
have sunk billions of dollars in foreign aid
into the country with no results. The status
quo is miserable, and the trend lines are
even worse. Pakistan is broken, and realis-
tically there is nothing else for us to do but
grimly watch as it unravels bit by bit along
its frayed edges.

The time has come to relieve ourselves
of our dependency on Pakistan and begin
to engage more deeply with other nations,
particularly India. Many Afghans are al-
ready privately hoping for such a re-align-
ment — having suffered under Pakistan-
backed Taliban rule, they are distrustful of
their neighbor and would like to see the U.S.
bring in a different regional player. Afghani-
stan’s half-million Baloch would specifically
prefer India, given its long time support for
Baloch independence movements in Paki-
stan’s southwest.

This shift in strategic partnerships will
not be without its downsides. In the near
term, it would mean greatly lowering our
expectations in Afghanistan — no partner,

especially India, is going to be able to fight
Pakistani Taliban like Pakistan can. In the
long term it might mean having to grant
concessions to new strategic allies — loos-
ened trade restrictions for India, a more
generous “restart” with Russia, less pressure
on human rights abuses in China. And if it
feels encircled by enemies, a failing Paki-
stani state will give us many headaches as it
muddles along — for example, it could be-
come a little more generous with its nuclear
technology, or drop its half-hearted combat
operations against the Taliban and let its
northwest become an unopposed sanctu-
ary for insurgents.

Nonetheless, the advantages of strategic
re-alignment outweigh the disadvantages.
The U.S. needs an ally in Central Asia who
is committed to and capable of combating
international terrorism and bringing sta-
bility to the region. As much as it could be,
Pakistan is not this ally. We are not faced
with a choice between two viable alterna-
tives — instead, our choices are either to
continue to indulge in illusions of a future,
stable Pakistan, or confront the painful real-
ity: Karachi is burning, and unless the U.S.
detaches itself, we too will be caught up in
the flames.
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CampPus LIFE

A hands-on tutorial

How not to get tagged out at third base

By M.

Oh man, sometimes I wish I was back
in high school. College is exciting and ev-
erything, don’t get me wrong, but there is
something to be said for a blossoming sexu-
ality and raging hormones.

But just as I begin to yearn for my pre-
MIT years, I remember all the horrible fin-
ger-banging I experienced back then.

If your formative years were anything
like mine, surely you heard all about
some girl getting the crap finger-banged
out of her — with three fingers, no less.
In typical high-schooler fashion, we all
gossiped and slut-shamed her because,
of course, letting a guy touch her between
the legs makes her a slut. I wonder what
my 14-year-old self would think of the
present-day me...

Obviously, beneath all the judgment lay
an itching curiosity. While I knew all about
STDs and birth control, I could not wrap
my mind around this fingers-in-the-cooter
business. I mean, three fingers seemed
like an awful lot — I could barely manage
atampon in there! But I was convinced that
all boys that been born with this finger-

banging gene and that, as soon as my pant-
ies came off, a boy would know how the hell
to work it.

As with most of my dreams, reality
turned out to be a huge disappointment.

The first finger to ever penetrate my
nether cavity belonged to this kid I met
at a rock show, a drummer. Back then,
I thought that musicians, diddling and
banging stuff for fun, would be good lays.

The next morning, |
woke up with a sore
cooch and a broken
spirit.

Anyway, one night found my drummer boy
and me at a party by the beach, and, as is
the case with any party, there was heavy
alcohol consumption. Which lead to me
grabbing his hand and walking a few yards,
where he went in for the kill. Now, I knew
this would be slightly uncomfortable, but
holy fuck! This guy was ramming his fin-
gers in my crotch like he lost his car keys

Too busy to be ill

The ups and downs of Orientation

By Natalia Velez-Alicea

Years from now, I will still remem-
ber the moment when I first stepped
into MIT. It was a cloudy Sunday, and
the nearly-empty campus looked like a
blank slate. Though I had traveled alone,
my mom still wanted to accompany me
on those first minutes in college, albeit
symbolically, and the digital echo of her
voice was the only sound that pierced the
silence.

“I'm so glad you arrived safely!” she
cried out; my blow-by-blow account of the
short walk between Kendall and East Cam-
pus had roused up as much awe in her as
the birth of a child. “It’s a good sign! You're
going to have a wonderful time!”

Fast forward a few days, and I was in
MIT Medical, strapped to an IV. An ear
piercing that I had gotten to celebrate my
departure had developed a nasty infec-
tion, so my veins had to be blasted twice

a day with vancomycin, the anti-bacterial
equivalent of rat poison. “That’s a pretty
inauspicious way to begin the school year,”
a nurse told me, looking at me with a mix
of pity and amusement.

The hours of fun that

| sandwiched in the
middle of the day were
sacred; there was no
infection, there was no
looming appointment
at Medical.

“Let’s hope the next four years aren’t
quite as horrible.” I just laughed nervously
and sank into my pillow.

For the next week, I led a double life.

in my uterus! Even in my drunken haze,
I could feel the sharp pain of his fist hit-
ting my pubic bone, and I guess my yelps
sounded more like moans because he took
them as encouragement and kept going.
I pushed his hand away, got up, and ran
back into the party to grab my friend and
go home.

The next morning, I woke up with a sore
cooch and a broken spirit. All this anticipa-
tion had built up inside me and the experi-
ence was a total dud! Now that my theory of
the Finger-Banging Gene had been disprov-
en, I refused to let guys try it for years. But
after getting with a guy who had the Midas
touch, everything changed. I finally opened
my heart to having my vagina probed with
fingers and realized that — call Captain
Obvious — finger-banging was not all it-
self bad. I had simply experienced finger-
banging of the bad kind. That experience
encouraged me to give it a shot with other
guys, and even though it’s totally a mixed
bag and sometimes it still sucks a bit, at least
Ilearned what works and what doesn’t.

So, guys, what exactly is wrong with your
finger-banging? The main complaint, after
surveying my girlfriends, is that guys tend to

Every day, I'd wake up at dawn, run to MIT
Medical in my pajamas, get the IV, shower,
change clothes, run to Orientation events,
stuff myself with free food, introduce my-
self to fellow frosh, dash back to Medical,
get the IV, eat, call home, go to more Ori-
entation events, collapse on the bed, and
brace myself for the harsh blare of my
alarm clock.

I couldn’t fit melancholy into such
a physically and emotionally intense
schedule. The hours of fun that I sand-
wiched in the middle of the day were sa-
cred; there was no infection, there was no
looming appointment at Medical. I lost
myself in a colorful procession of finger
painting, dance parties, introductions
and, yes, enough free food to feed a small
country.

At the end of the day, I'd check into
Medical both excited and pleasantly tired,
and as soon as the IV was in place I'd pop
open my computer to video chat with the

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2010

be too rough too fast. Before you dip your
fingers in the honey pot, she needs to be
aroused and lubed up. Don’t get straight to
business; a little seduction goes a long way.
To get a girl hot once you have your hands
down her pants, go for the clitoris. It has the
highest concentration of nerve endings on
the female body, which means it is pretty
much the straightest path to arousal. If you
can’t find it, your girl certainly knows where
itis, so don’t be ashamed to ask her!

As far as the actual finger-banging
goes, it’s all about doing it with flair. Sure,
in-and-out could get the job done, but this
is about doing the job right, so come up
with (or Google) more interesting moves.
Be patient with your girl, too — we’re not
all built the same way, and the moves
that worked on the previous girl might
not work on the next one. If you feel that
you're not doing it right, ask for feedback.
Most of the girls I talked to said they would
happily help a chap as long as he doesn’t
cause any physical discomfort to their la-
dy-bits. So boys, trim and file those nails
and get workin’

M. is a senior in Course 10. She can be
contacted at undress@tech.mit.edu.

people back home. The images that they
received were bleak: the hulking mass of
the IV, the sterile hospital walls, the mask
of exhaustion on my face — everything
that could have ruined my Orientation,
summed up in pixels. “How are you feel-
ing?” They'd ask, their voices heavy with
concern. My response?

“I'm happy. This place is awesome!”

In a way, my first lesson here was the
meaning of IHTFP and, in typical MIT
fashion, it was truly a hands-on course.
Life at MIT, or at least what little I've seen
of it, is strongly dualistic; here, happiness
and pain are intense, engrossing, and of-
ten simultaneous.

As we tumble out of the comforting
brace of Orientation and into the brambles
of real college life, those sensations will
only get stronger, until they mix and clash
and start whittling down everyone’s sleep
schedule. Get ready, class of 2014, and en-
joy every minute of it.
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Steal My Comic by michael ciuffo
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College Tip * 872
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Somewhere on the Search for Meaning... vy Letitia Li

Miss, are you
keeping an illegal

Then what do
you call that?

pet in your room?

Of course not!
Where did you

get that idea?

It's his coat in
preparation for
Boston winters?
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A hamster- have fur.
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Solution, page 12
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exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.
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| Don’'t Want Directions

C

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOUR
NEW PLACE! WHATS THE ADDRESS?

MMM, YES I TAKING 495,
BUT T HAVE A GPS, $0 T REALY
JUST NEED THE STREET ADDRESS:

) \

...THEN SOUTHON |8, | THANKS, TMGLADTO KNOW HIGHLAND
OKAY, BUT T HAVE. | ROAD COMES R MILE AFTER THE

AGPS, SOIFYOU | BIG INTERSECTION, BUT I KEEP
JUSTWANT TO SKIP | SAYING T AHHVE A G725 CAN YOU

TELL ME THE STREET ADORESS?
\
\

TECHNCALY THATS )

ALACE, NOT THE ADDRESS
M2ELE. IF YOU COD~

by Randall Munroe

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2010

««.] APPRECIATE THAT YOU WANT

To HELR, BUT T .5/0envG YoU

AND JUST WAITING FOR THE ...
{

LISTEN, I JUsT REMEMBERED
T NEED T MALYOU A LETTER.
WHATS YOUR ADDRESS?

\

J
GREAT, THANKS!
“— IlL SEE YOU
gy IN AN HOUR!
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Filename =

¢ data_2010.05.28_test.dat

§2 data_2010.,05.28_re-test.dat
§J data_2010.05.28_re-re-test.dat
{3 data_2010.05.28_calibrate.dat
& data_2010.05.28_huh??.dat

@ data_2010.05.28_WTF.dat
{3 data_2010.05.29_aaarrrgh.dat
PILED HIGHER AND § data_2010.05.29_#$@*&!l dat

DEEPER {3 data_2010.05.29_crap.dat

G

4 data_2010.05.29_notbad.dat
¢ data_2010.05.29_woohoo!l.dat
U data_2010.05.20_USETHISONE .dat ~ 5:08 AM 5/29/2010
&) analysis_graphs.xls
B ThesisOutline!.doc
: , £l Notes_Meeting_with_ProfSmith.txt
by Jorge Cham £ JUNK. ..

Date Modified

3:37 PM 5/28/2010
4:29 PM 5/28/2010
5:43 PM 5/28/2010
7:17 PM 5/28/2010
7:20 PM 5/28/2010
9:58 PM 5/28/2010
12:37 AM 5/29/2010
2:40 AM 5/29/2010
3:22 AM 5/29/2010
4:16 AM 5/29/2010
4:47 AM 5/29/2010

7:13 AM 5/29/2010
7:26 AM 5/29/2010
11:38 AM 5/29/2010
2:45 PM 5/29/2010

¢ data_2010.05.30_startingover.dat

[

8:37 AM 5/30/2010

Size

420 KB DAT file
421 KB DAT file
420 KB DAT file
1,256 KB DAT file
30KB DAT file
30KB DAT file
30KB DAT file
ODKB DAT file
437 KB DAT file
670 KB DAT file
1,349 KB DAT file
2,804 KB DAT file
455 KB  XLS file
38 KB DOC file
1,673KB  TXT file
Folder
420 KB DAT file
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Copyright: Jorge Cham

wiww phdcomics.com

-

Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 12
ACROSS 44 Flock members
1 Of blood 45 Answer to an accusation
6 Word of woe 47 Looks so
10 Staff sign 49 Musical pace
14 Red Sea gulf 52 Flockhart role
15 Wrestler Hogan 55 See 54D
16 Bantu language 59 R. Reagan's Star Wars
17 Perry and Wilson 60 Currier's partner
18 Jai __ 61 Cyrano'’s distinction
19 “__ Brockovich” 62 Hawke or Coen
20 __kwon do 64 Cashier’s call
21 See 54D 65 Color changer
24 Nancy's comics friend 66 Bonn waterway
26 Rustling sound 67 Prohibitionists
27 Black-and-white bear 68 Annapolis sch.
29 Strongarm man 69 Stock lacking face value
33 Walled Spanish city
35 __ diem! DOWN
38 Obvious toupee 1 Stops
39 Perfect match 2 Match in value
40 Metric weights, briefly 3 See 54D
41 Noted Swiss psychologist 4 Tad's dad
42 Ta-tal 5 Pasta dish
43 Took on cargo 6 Queequeg’s captain

7 Beauts
8 Texas mission
9 Nordic chutes
10 Prague populace
11 Wait in hiding
12 Wiriter Wiesel
13 “Candid Camera” man
22 City in central Israel
23 Fever with chills
25 Donated
28 Caustic stuff
30 See 54D
31 Alfred of the theater
32 Like custard
33 Dextrous beginner?
34 __ con Dios!
36 Tavern order
37 Fishing poles
40 Destination in Nepal
41 Door frame part
43 Leopold’s co-conspirator
44 Speaker's stand
46 Banned blasts
48 Static letters

50 Gambits 55 Difficult spot
51 Football great Merlin 56 Swear to
53 Ancient Turkish city 57 Erotic

54 Word defining 21A, 55A, 58 Mythical queen
3D, and 30D 63 However, briefly
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The Ultimatum
If you refuse our demands,
Mr. Cornhol we will delete one friend every
r- Lornhole. hour until we receive payment. Dear God. My cheevos!

How... Howdol
Make the payment?

11l just transfer
you to billing.

1t's Cairnhall. You're biuPRing.
Who is this? /‘%
) =

by Jerry Holkins
and Mike Krahulik

It is the Microsofts.

We have your friends list.
To get it back, you'll need to
pay an additional ten

dollars. Per year.

Mr. Cornhole. | see that
you have a lot of achievements
for Bioshock 2. It would be a
shame if something were to

happen to them.

Dilbert by Scott Adams

Take New Enterprises (15.390)
The Most Rigorous Methods to Start a Company!

“A123 would not have happened without 15.390.”
- Ric Fulop, Co-Founder, A123 Systems

Change the world starting now, join 15.390.
http://entrepreneurship.mit.edu/course/15390
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Plaintitfs in stem cell case are OK with Bush policy

Stem cells, from Page 1

ditional parties on the side of Sherley and
Deisher, including one called “embryos”; the
Court of Appeals ruled that those parties did
not have standing and they are no longer part
of the lawsuit.

Lawyers from three institutions are asso-
ciated with Sherley and Deisher, according to
court filings: the law firm of Gibson, Dunn,
& Crutcher; Alliance Defense Fund; and Hu-
man Life Advocates.

Gibson & Dunn referred inquiries to the
Alliance Defense Fund. The Alliance Defense
Fund and Human Life Advocates have both
not returned inquiries.

Sherley and Deisher were on Capitol Hill
speaking to legislative aides to make the case
against a change in the law to repeal that could
make human embryonic stem cell research
unambiguously legal, the Journal reported.

Sherley and Deisher both claim human

August 19, 2009

Sherley et al. file lawsuit
against NIH; requests
preliminary injunction

September 28, 2009

Government files
opposition to preliminary
injunction

embryonic stem cell research is morally ob-
jectionable and unlikely to be successful,
the Journal said. Both are adult stem cell re-
searchers.

Sherley’s Friday filing

Sherley and Deisher filed their opposi-
tion to the emergency motion at 8:46 p.m. on
Friday night before the long weekend. Their
deadline was Friday.

The government requested the judge rule
by today, otherwise they intend to ask tomor-
row that the Court of Appeals for the District
of Colombia intervene.

Their 23-page motion took odds with many
of the government’s claims, especially com-
ments by NIH Director Francis S. Collins.

They say “the most Dr. Collins can muster
in claiming irreparable injury is that embry-
onic stem cell research ‘offer[s] hope’ to pa-
tients ... and that beneficial treatments are
‘possible’ in the future”

December 8, 2009

Sherley et al. file brief in
Appeals Court.

January 15, 2010

Government files Appeals
Court brief.

They also say that Collins “resorts to con-
jecture that the experiments ‘may’ take a long
time to restart and that researchers ‘may’
move to other countries.” “This falls far short
of the imminent and irreparable injury that
law requires,” they said.

CAMR wants to file friend-of-court
brief

Also on Friday, the Coalition for the Ad-
vancement of Medical Research, a stem cell
advocacy group, asked the Court for permis-
sion to file a friend-of-the-court, or amicus
curiae, brief.

CAMR'’s brief argues that the lack of a stay
on the preliminary injunction will “effectuate a
dramatic change and irreparably damage one
of NIH’s most important research programs.”

However, CAMR’s brief to the court relies
substantially on NIH Director Collins’ decla-
ration—many points of that declaration are
challenged by Sherley’s motion.

Sherley’s case against

human embryonic
stem cell research
wends its way

through the courts

&

MICHAEL MCGRAW-HERDEG—2007 TECH FILE PHOTO
James L. Sherley, a former MIT professor,
is a plaintiff in the lawsuit against the NIH
to halt federal funding of human embryonic
stem cell research.

August 23, 2010

Preliminary injunc-
tion granted

August 31, 2010
Government appeals
preliminary injunc-
tion to District Court

key ———————
@ District court
O Appeals court

case

Circuit Court

November 3, 2009

Sherley requests
Appeals court expedite

October 28, 2009

Case appealed to

April 12, 2010

Appeals Court Oral
argument held

February 1, 2010

Sherley, et al, file reply
brief in Appeals Court.

October 27, 2009

Case dismissed by
Judge Lamberth for

lack of standing

June 25, 2010

Appeals court finds
Sherley has standing

September 2, 2010

Appeals court denies re-
quest for 3-judge panel

September 1, 2010

Sherley requests same
3-judge panel before
appeals court

CONNOR KIRSCHBAUM—THE TECH

Graduate Entrepreneurial Course Highlights - Fall 2010

6.898 Linked Data Ventures: New Web Technologies, Standards, and Business Models

Linked Data Ventures is a graduate-level course that combines both practitioner perspectives and practical hands-
on experience with Semantic Web technologies. Students will learn about the Semantic Web from executives and
practitioners using Semantic Web technologies in their companies, and will learn how to use these technologies

through lectures and hands-on labs. Lecture: T EVE (4-7 PM) (4-149) Lab: R EVE (4-6 PM) (4-149)

MIT

Entrepreneurship

CE

10.807/15.371 Innovation Teams

i-Teams (short for “Innovation Teams™) is a unique MIT course that assembles cross-disciplinary teams of students
from across MIT. The goal of i-Teams is to teach students the process of science and technology commercialization
focusing on how to judge a technology’s commercial potential. Each team has access to faculty, practitioners,
business mentors, and fellow students throughout their project. Lecture: MW EVE (5.30-8 PM) (32-144)

15.399 Entrepreneurship Lab

Teams of science, engineering, and management students participate actively one day a week on-site with the top
management of high tech start-ups in order to gain experience in starting and running a new venture. Student projects
focus on one urgent aspect of the start-up, such as selection of target market, design of market-entry strategy, choice

NTER

of sales approach to initial customers, etc. Lecture: W EVE (6-9 PM) (E51-395)

Other Course Offerings for Fall 2010

15.360 Introduction to Technological

15.355 A/B Managing New Ventures

15.369 Corporate Entrepreneurship

15.385 Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship

15.389 A/B Global Entrepreneurship Lab

15.616 Basic Business Law, Tilted Towards

Innovation and Strategy

Entrepreneurship

MAS.665J/15.375J Developmental

Entrepreneurship

Perspective

15.386 Managing in Adversity: The CEO

15.391 Early Stage Capital

15.933 Strategic Opportunities in Energy

Management

15.615 Basic Business Law for the
Entrepreneur and Manager

15.366 Energy Ventures

15.380 Special Studies in Entrepreneurship

15.387 Technology Sales and Sales

15.991 A/B Special Seminar in Management:
Managing Technological Innovation
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startup

tartup
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Startup.
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(Startup’)

STARTUP) Startup
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STARTUP

Startup Bootcamp

Have an idea? Starting a company is easier than you think.

Startup Bootcamp is a free one-day event featuring talks by entrepreneurs and venture capitalists. Hear
from founders themselves about the journey of turning the spark of an idea into a real world product. Get
the inside scoop on raising money, term sheets, and how to deal with VCs or angel investors. What should
you look for when choosing a co-founder, and when should you incorporate or file patents? What can go
wrong in a startup, and how does an acquisition work? Have your questions answered by experts and learn
key lessons on how to start a company.

9am Saturday 11 September 2010 — Kresge Auditorium, MIT
For a full list of speakers and event registration, visit http://startupbootcamp.mit.edu.
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If you're an MIT student, this ad would cost

$16

ads @tech.mit.edu

biodesign

Explore the basics of biomedical technology
innovation through an intensive, hands-on
fellowship at Stanford University's Biodesign
Program. Graduate Engineers, Business
Pro?essionals, Bioscientists and Physicians learn the
key stages of the Biodesign Process: identification
and verification of cIinica%needs, brainstorming,
invention, prototyping, patenting and more.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
October 12,2010

inquiries: biodesign-fellowship@stanford.edu

Apply online: http://biodesign.stanford.edu/fellowships

HIGH
HOLY
DAYS @ MIT

4 Come celebrate 5771!

4 Conservative, Orthodox and
Reform High Holy Day services
are held on campus.

Rosh Hashana September 8-10
Yom Kippur  September 17-18

€ A delicious holiday dinner

with traditional specialties will be

served on first night Rosh
Hashana, Fri., Sept. 8, 8:00 p.m.

FREE for students

$20 for others

PLEASE RSVP: kosher@mit.edu

€ Holiday meal reservations and
information available at MIT
Hillel: Religious Activities
Center, 40 Mass. Ave., MIT Bldg.
W11 (corner of Mass. Ave. and
Ambherst St.)

253-2982 / hillel@mit.edu
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New studying advice a surprise

By Benedict Carey

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Every September, millions of par-
ents try akind of psychological witch-
craft, to transform their summer-
glazed campers into fall students,
their video-bugs into bookworms.
Advice is cheap and all too familiar:
Clear a quiet work space. Stick to a
homework schedule. Set goals. Set
boundaries. Do not bribe (except in
emergencies).

And check out the classroom.
Does Junior’s learning style match

the new teacher’s approach? Or the
school’s philosophy? Maybe the child
isn’t “a good fit” for the school.

Such theories have developed in
partbecause of sketchy education re-
search that doesn't offer clear guid-
ance. Student traits and teaching
styles surely interact; so do personal-
ities and at-home rules. The trouble
is, no one can predict how.

Yet there are effective approaches
to learning, at least for those who are
motivated. In recent years, cognitive
scientists have shown that a few sim-
ple techniques can reliably improve

what matters most: how much a stu-
dent learns from studying.

The findings can help anyone,
from a fourth grader doing long divi-
sion to a retiree taking on a new lan-
guage. But they directly contradict
much of the common wisdom about
good study habits, and they have not
caught on.

For instance, instead of sticking to
one study location, simply alternat-
ing the room where a person studies
improves retention. So does studying

Studying habits, Page 16

MIT COMPUTING HELP DESK

WE’RE HIRING STUDENT
CONSULTANTS

If you are:
¢ a logical problem solver

* patient, friendly and motivated to help
* good at explaining technical topics

* seeking relevant work experience
* eager to learn in a team setting
* seeking a starting rate of $12.50/hr

Come meet us at our information sessions:

MIT COMPUTING HELP DESK
INFO SESSIONS
N42 DEMO CENTER

TUESDAY,
SEPT. 7TH
5:15-6:45PM

211 MAss AVE

THURSDAY,
SEPT. 9TH
5:15-6:45PM

Requirements for all applicants:

* attend one information session
e review guidelines at:
http://web.mit.edu/ist/helpdesk/hiring/

e submit a resume and cover letter to:

hdbiring@mrit.edu

FRIDAY,
SEPT. 10TH,
4:15-5:45PM

Solution to Sudoku

from page 7
72 1|6 8 9|13 45
54 8|23 7|691
69 3|54 1|7 82
8 3 2|7 16]954
156|89 4|237
97 413 52]1638
315|928|476
4 87]|163|529
269]4 751813

Solution to Crossword

from page 8
A
G
U
E

MEN AND WOMEN
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY

Become a DI varsity athlete in the ultimate team sport!

COME TO THE PIERCE BOATHOUSE (W8):
WED, SEP. 8" @ 5:30 PM - INFO. MEETING

L mld|—|T|Cm|X|>|Z

For more information contact the novice coaches:
novicecrew @mit.edu

> Z|>|0|>
Jzm|zZz|—|r
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At Midway, some weren't Muggles

owered by EasternilV ountail

o D

L DAY USC & OUT00R F‘ES‘ I
SEPT 24-26, 2010 / LOON MNTN / LINCOLN NH

The Gaslight Anthem
-+ 0r. Dog, ! [Chk Chk Chk], Javelin, The Walkmen,
<X “Paperboy” Reed and the True Loves, and more!

Unified Bouldering Championships Pro Tour Finals

UCI-Sanctioned Cyclocross Race
Event schedule subject to change.
Tickets can be pur(ill?ffdat edster.ems. com or in- -store.

. Baay 4
f lﬂle Nor esster

OLLEEE STUDENT |Hervns s

20% OFFWEEKEND PASSES | &:7esazoen
&*6\"
cf} %

STEPHANIE LIN—THE TECH

BasantV. Sagar ‘11, member of the MIT Quidditch team, talks
to interested students at the ASA Activities Midway last Friday. Includes on-site Camplng Discount code:” CUHEgEI
Must sh i ions may apply; visit store for detail

In the arena of human life the honors and rewards fall to those
who show their good qualities in action.

—Aristotle

Information Session Submission deadline

Thursday, September 16th Tuesday, September 28th,
6:30pm via Careerbridge

Building 4, Room 237

Oliver Wyman is an international management consulting firm.
An equal opportunity employer M/F/D/V.
Visit us at oliverwyman.com.
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IHE
MIND AND HAND BOOK

an online handbook for students.
offices.
resources.
mit policies.

and more.

Important Policies to know:
MIT s Copyright Policy at http://web.mit.edu/copyright/ and
Academic Integrity Policy http://web.mit.edu/academicintegrity

http://studentlife.mit.edu/mindandhandbook

Office of Student Citizenship. Division of Student Life. w20-507. 617-253-7848.

The MIT Ballroom Dance Team presents:

DANCECAMP |

...you never thought you could move like this.
Tuesday, Sept. 7

. No experience or partner is necessary to
Morss hall, Walker Memorial P P y

2:30 pm: Rumb check out our award-winning team. Dance
~o0 pm. Rumba Camp is your opportunity to take some free
lessons, eat some free food, and learn what

Thursday, Sept, 9 the Ballroom Dance Team is all about.

8:30 pm: Swing

Sala (Student Center 2nd Floor) ba I I roo m - m it @ ed u

7:30 pm: Foxtrot
8:30 pm: Waltz, followed by free ice cream!

Saturday, Sept. 11

Lobby 13
Noon - 6:00 pm: Cha Cha, Quickstep,
Team Match and FREE PIZZA!

/ent sponsared by

Graduate L BN Busnssied iaithe
IIII Student \ . ponsorcd in part Dy

Somel - omir) Weekends@MIT
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Draper looks for solutions to energy problems

By Robert Trigaux

ST. PETERSBURG TIMES

Draper Lab, the MIT spinoff whiz
kids out of Cambridge, Mass., know
how to make super-small electronic
and advanced medical devices. The
firm recently set up facilities both
in St. Petersburg and Tampa, Fla. to
expand their footprint in high-end
security devices and biomedical in-
novations.

In St. Petersburg, Draper’s multi-
chip module facility makes extreme-
ly downsized electronic components
still able to do the jobs of far bigger
and heavier components. That’s
something that keenly interests the
military and federal government, key
Draper clients.

A separate Draper bioengineer-
ing center on the campus of the Uni-
versity of South Florida in Tampa is
working with USF on, among other
things, efforts at the nearby James A.
Haley VA Medical Center to improve
the treatment of traumatic brain in-
juries.

Draper vice president Len Poliz-
zotto and St. Petersburg facility chief
John R. Burns stopped by the St. Pe-
tersburg Times last week to discuss
the company’s recent arrival in Flori-
da and some of its cutting edge work.
Here are some highlights from that
conversation.

Draper’s invested $18 million in
buying a St. Petersburg building and
equipping it to make multichip mod-
ules for government clients. How’s it
going after one and a half years?

Burns: We've been fortunate to
find really talented local people.
We're up to 21 people with a third
being staff process engineers and the
other two thirds highly skilled tech-
nicians. Our work is almost semicon-
ductor-like. We are on the forefront
of miniaturization.

So how small are we talking
about?

Polizzotto: The typical multichip
module (MCM) reduces electron-
ics by volume by a thousand. New
technology is taking the next step
and reducing it again by a factor of
10. Reducing weight is key. The less
something weighs, for instance, the
further it can fly. Or you can use that

weight for other purposes.

Burns: Our sweet spot is in mak-
ing high value-products, high-end
electronics in niche areas, like maybe
something for our special forces.

How much capacity for growth do
you have in the St. Petersburg facil-
ity?

Burns: We're running one shift
now, but that’s already three times
what we had in our Draper module
facility in Massachusetts. It had got-
ten to the point in Cambridge where
we had to choose one product need
over another. Here we can add more
shifts and scale up.

That's specialized work. Have you
been able to fill jobs with people here
in Tampa Bay?

Burns: It's not been a problem.
We've hired a couple of folks from
USF and tapped St. Petersburg Col-
lege 6 graduates with associate de-

grees in electronics 6 as skilled tech-
nicians.

John, have you had a chance to
settle into St. Petersburg yet?

Burns: My wife and I love the
downtown waterfront. Right now,
we're renting, but we have started
looking at some housing. There are
some good deals out there.

And how'’s the bioengineering cen-
ter at USF in Tampa doing?

Polizzotto: Our Tampa center
chief, Shankar Sundaram, could not
be with us on this visit, but we have
15 full-time workers there plus four
USF interns and two Draper Lab Fel-
lows from the university. We already
have more than $50+million in joint
partnership proposals with USE
mostly in basic research.

In what areas is Draper focusing
its resources?

Polizzotto: In three areas. Secu-

rity, as shown by our St. Petersburg
effort. Healthcare, reflected in our
Tampa center. And energy. If we can
improve the efficiency of, say, a coal
plant by 5 percent, you would see
enormous gains. It would be great
to establish an energy center down
here.

An energy center here?

Polizzotto: Yes, it would be the
third leg of our stool in Florida. We're
already working with (St. Peters-
burg’s) Progress Energy Florida on
efficiencies in energy production.
But we have also submitted a pro-
posal to the state to develop a smart
energy micro-grid using Draper sen-
sors and controls.

How might that work?

Polizzotto: The idea is to pick a
neighborhood and bring in a thou-
sand solar panels and transformers
to share energy. One transformer

would be shared by five houses. So
if one of those five houses wanted to
run a dryer, it could pull energy not
just from its own solar panel but from
all five shared panels.

You say the CEO of Draper Lab is
tossing out the first pitch at a Tampa
Bay Rays game?

Polizzotto: We made sure he’s
warmed up to throw a strike.

Burns: We thought about adding
a gyroscope to the ball to help, but it
probably isn’t necessary.

About Draper Laboratory

Key areas: Security, health care,
energy fields.

Employees: 1,400 total, 36 so far in
Tampa Bay.

Florida facilities: Multichip module
manufacturing on 16th Street in St.
Petersburg; bioengineering center
on Spectrum Boulevard on USF’s
Tampa campus.
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MIT OFFICE OF MINORITY EDUCATION

Need Extra Cash?
Aced Your Classes?

Like Helping People?

Provide Tutoring

through

Tutorial Services (TS R)

Serve as a Facilitator

for

Salar

Undergraduates $16/hour
Graduate Students $18/hour
Research Scientists/Post Docs Negotiable

Seminar XL

Contact the Office of Minority Education for more info | Room 4-113 | 617.253.5010 | web.mit.edu/ome/

It takes talent and vision to shape the future of technology. At GE, innovation is in our DNA and we're using our
imagination and the power of IT to transform the world.

Bring your ideas to life. Apply today for an Information Management Leadership Program (IMLP) Internship
and you could be selected for an IMLP Intern Honors Award.

Be one of 20 winners to receive a $5,000 cash award PLUS a paid internship that puts you on the fast track for

a full-time IMLP position upon graduation.

Start your career with the company ranked #1 for its leadership development programs for college grads *

Applications due September 26. To apply and learn more visit ge.com/imlpaward

* Universum Student Survey

A company that will invest in you ... GE.

imagination at work
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Forget what you know about good study habits

Studying habits, from Page 12

distinct but related skills or concepts
in one sitting, rather than focusing in-
tensely on a single thing.

“We have known these principles
for some time, and it’s intriguing that
schools don’t pick them up, or that
people don’t learn them by trial and

error,” said Dr. Robert A. Bjork, a psy-
chologist at UCLA. “Instead, we walk
around with all sorts of unexamined
beliefs about what works that are mis-
taken.

Take the notion that children have
specific learning styles, that some are
“visual learners” and others are audi-
tory; some are “left-brain” students,

others “right-brain”” In arecent review
of the relevant research, published
in the journal Psychological Science
in the Public Interest, a team of psy-
chologists found almost zero support
for such ideas.

“The contrast between the enor-
mous popularity of the learning-styles
approach within education and the

O

Ne,,

BECOMING MIT
Moments of Decision
Edited by David Kaiser
$24.95, The MIT Press, 2010

The evolution of MIT, as
seen in a series of crucial
decisions over the years.

Contributors:

Lotte Bailyn, Deborah
Douglas, John Durant,
Susan Hockfield, Nancy
Hopkins, David Kaiser,
Christophe Lécuyer, Stuart
W. Leslie, Bruce Sinclair,
Merritt Roe Smith

In stock now!

The MIT Press

Bookstore
292 Main Street
Kendall Sq., Cambridge

(617) 253-5249
books@mit.edu
9-7 M-F, 10-6 Sa, 12-6 Su
Free on-campus Delivery!

Eating Disorder Treatment
Treatment of Adults Suffering from
Anorexia and Bulimia Nervosa
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lack of credible evidence for its utility
is, in our opinion, striking and dis-
turbing,” the researchers concluded.

Ditto for teaching styles, research-
ers say. Some excellent instructors
caper in front of the blackboard like
summer-theater Falstaffs; others are
reserved to the point of shyness.

“We have yet to identify the com-
mon threads between teachers who
create a constructive learning atmo-
sphere,” said Dr. Daniel T. Willing-
ham, a psychologist at the Univer-
sity of Virginia and author of the book
“Why Don’t Students Like School?”

But individual learning is another
matter, and psychologists have dis-
covered that some of the most hal-
lowed advice on study habits is flat
wrong. For instance, many study skills
courses insist that students find a spe-
cific place, a study room or a quiet cor-
ner of the library, to take their work.
The research finds just the opposite.
In one classic 1978 experiment, psy-
chologists found that college students
who studied a list of 40 vocabulary
words in two rooms — one window-
less and cluttered, the other modern,
with a view on a courtyard — did far
better on a test than students who
studied the words twice, in the same
room. Later studies have confirmed
the finding, for a variety of topics.

The brain makes subtle associa-
tions between what it is studying and
the background sensations it has at
the time, the authors say, regardless
of whether those perceptions are
conscious. It colors the terms of the
Versailles Treaty with the wasted fluo-
rescent glow of the dorm study room,
say; or the elements of the Marshall
Plan with the jade-curtain shade of
the willow tree in the backyard. Forc-
ing the brain to make multiple asso-
ciations with the same material may,
in effect, give that information more
neural scaffolding.

“What we think is happening here
is that, when the outside context is
varied, the information is enriched,
and this slows down forgetting,” said
Bjork, the senior author of the two-
room experiment.

Varying the type of material stud-
ied in a single sitting seems to leave a
deeper impression on the brain than
does concentrating on just one skill
at a time. Musicians have known this
for years, and their practice sessions
often include a mix of scales, musical
pieces and rhythmic work. Many ath-
letes stick to that line of thinking and
routinely combine their workouts
with strength, speed and skill drills.

The advantages of this approach
to studying can be striking, in some
topic areas. In a study recently posted
online by the journal Applied Cogni-
tive Psychology, Doug Rohrer and
Kelli Taylor of the University of South

Florida taught a group of fourth grad-
ers four equations, each to calculate a
different dimension of a prism. Half of
the children learned by studying re-
peated examples of one equation, say,
calculating the number of prism faces
when given the number of sides at the
base, then moving on to the next type
of calculation, studying repeated ex-
amples of that. The other half studied
mixed problem sets, which included
examples all four types of calculations
grouped together. Both groups solved
sample problems along the way, as
they studied.

A daylater, the researchers gave all
of the students a test on the material,
presenting new problems of the same
type. The children who had

studied mixed sets did twice as
well as the others, outscoring them 77
percent to 38 percent. The research-
ers have found the same in experi-
ments involving adults and younger
children.

“When students see a list of prob-
lems, all of the same kind, they know
the strategy to use before they even
read the problem,” said Dr. Rohrer.
“That’s like riding a bike with training
wheels”

With mixed practice, he added,
“each problem is different from the
last one, which means kids must
learn how to choose the appropriate
procedure — just like they had to do
on the test”

These findings extend well be-
yond math, even to aesthetic intuitive
learning. In an experiment published
last month in the journal Psychol-
ogy and Aging, researchers found
that college students and adults of
retirement age were better able to
distinguish the painting styles of 12
unfamiliar artists after viewing mixed
collections (assortments, including
works from all 12) than after view-
ing a dozen works from one artist, all
together, then moving on to the next
painter.

The finding undermines the
common assumption that intensive
immersion is the best way to really
master a particular genre, or type of
creative work, said Dr. Nate Kornell, a
psychologist at Williams College and
the lead author of the study.

“What seems to be happening in
this case is that the brain is picking
up deeper patterns when seeing as-
sortments of paintings; it's picking
up what’s similar and what’s different
about them,” often subconsciously.

Cognitive scientists do not deny
that cramming can lead to a better
grade on a given exam. But hurriedly
jam-packing a brain is akin to speed-
packing a cheap suitcase, as most
students quickly learn — it holds its
new load for a while, then most ev-
erything falls out.
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“With many students, it’s not like
they can’t remember the material”
when they move to a more advanced
class, said Dr. Henry L. Roediger III,
a psychologist at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis. “It’s like they've
never seen it before.”

When the neural suitcase is
packed carefully and gradually, it
holds its contents for far, far longer.
An hour of study tonight, an hour
on the weekend, another session a
week from now: such so-called spac-
ing improves later recall, without re-
quiring students to put in more over-
all study effort or pay more attention,
dozens of studies have found.

No one knows for sure why. It
may be that the brain, when it re-
visits material at a later time, has to
relearn some of what it has absorbed
before adding new stuff — and that
that process is itself self-reinforcing.

“The idea is that forgetting is
the friend of learning,” said Kornell.
“When you forget something, it al-
lows you to relearn, and do so effec-
tively, the next time you see it

That’s one reason cognitive sci-
entists see testing itself — or practice
tests and quizzes — as a powerful
tool of learning, rather than merely
assessment. The process of retriev-
ing an idea is not like pulling a book
from a shelf; it seems to fundamen-
tally alter the way the information is
subsequently stored, making it far
more accessible in the future.

Roediger uses the analogy of the
Heisenberg uncertainty principle in
physics, which holds that the act of
measuring a property of a particle al-
ters that property: “Testing not only
measures knowledge but changes
it,” he says — and, happily, in the di-
rection of more certainty, not less.

In one of his own experiments,
Roediger and Jeffrey Karpicke, also
of Washington University, had col-
lege students study science passages
from a reading comprehension test,
in short study periods. When stu-
dents studied the same material
twice, in back-to-back sessions, they
did very well on a test given immedi-

ately afterward, then began to forget
the material.

But if they studied the passage
just once and did a practice test in
the second session, they did very
well on one test two days later, and
another given a week later.

“Testing has such bad connota-
tion; people think of standardized
testing or teaching to the test,” Ro-
ediger said. “Maybe we need to call
it something else, but this is one of
the most powerful learning tools we
have”

Of course, onereason the thought
of testing tightens people’s stomachs
is that tests are so often hard. Para-
doxically, it is just this difficulty that
makes them such effective study
tools, research suggests. The harder
it is to remember something, the
harder it is to later forget. This effect,
which researchers call “desirable
difficulty,” is evident in daily life. The
name of the actor who played Linc in
“The Mod Squad”? Francie’s brother
in “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn”? The
name of the co-discoverer, with
Newton, of calculus?

The more mental sweat it takes to
dig it out, the more securely it will be
subsequently anchored.

None of which is to suggest that
these techniques — alternating
study environments, mixing content,
spacing study sessions, self-testing
or all the above — will turn a grade-
A slacker into a grade-A student.
Motivation matters. So do impress-
ing friends, making the hockey team
and finding the nerve to text the cute
student in social studies.

“In lab experiments, you're able
to control for all factors except the
one you're studying,’ said Willing-
ham. “Not true in the classroom, in
real life. All of these things are inter-
acting at the same time.”

But at the very least, the cogni-
tive techniques give parents and
students, young and old, something
many did not have before: a study
plan based on evidence, not school-
yard folk wisdom, or empty theoriz-
ing.
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Once a dynamo, technology sector is slow to hire

Disappointing job numbers raise questions about whether tech can revive US economy

By Catherine Rampell

THE NEW YORK TIMES

For years the technology sector
has been considered the most dy-
namic, promising and globally en-
vied industry in the United States. It
escaped the recession relatively un-
scathed, and profits this year have
been soaring.

But as the nation struggles to
put people back to work, even high-
tech companies have been slow to
hire, a sign of just how difficult it
will be to address persistently high
joblessness. While the labor report
released last week showing August
figures provided mildly positive
news on private-sector hiring, the
unemployment rate was 9.6 per-
cent.

The disappointing hiring trend
raises questions about whether the
tech industry can help power a re-
covery and sustain U.S. job growth
in the next decade and beyond. Its
tentativeness has prompted econo-
mists to ask, “If high tech isn’t hir-
ing, who will?”

“We are talking about people
with very particular, advanced skills
out there who are at this point just
not needed anymore,” says Bart van
Ark, chief economist at the Confer-
ence Board, a business and eco-
nomic research organization. “Even
in this sector, there is tremendous
insecurity”

Government labor reports re-
leased this year, including the most
recent one, present a tableau of
shrinking opportunities in high-
skill fields.

Job growth in fields like comput-
er systems design and Internet pub-
lishing has been slow in the past
year. Employment in areas like data
processing and software publish-

ing has actually fallen. Addition-
ally, computer scientists, systems
analysts and computer program-
mers all had unemployment rates
of around 6 percent in the second
quarter of this year.

While that might sound like a
blessing compared with the ram-
pant joblessness in manufacturing,
it is still significantly higher than
the unemployment rates in other
white-collar professions.

The chief hurdles to more robust
technology hiring appear to be in-
creasing automation and the addi-
tion of highly skilled labor overseas.
The result is a mismatch of skill
levels here at home: not enough
workers with the cutting-edge skills
coveted by tech firms and too many
people with abilities that can be du-
plicated offshore at lower cost.

That's a familiar situation to
many out-of-work software engi-
neers, whose skills start depreciat-
ing almost as soon as they are laid
off, given the dynamism of the in-
dustry.

“‘I'm sending out lots and lots
and lots of applications, to every-
where within a 50-mile radius,” says
Rosamaria Carbonell Mann, 49, a
software engineer who was termi-
nated in June when her employer
closed its branch in Corvallis, Ore.,
and sent the work to China.

Corvallis was once a hotbed for
tech startups. But Mann said that
with layoffs from other tech compa-
nies in the area, including Hewlett-
Packard, the city now has a glut of
people like herself: unemployed
engineers with multiple degrees.

“Iapply for everythingI can find,
but there are just not that many jobs
out there,” she said.

Nevertheless, many high-tech
companies large and small say they

are struggling to find highly skilled
engineering talent in the United
States.

“We are firing up our college
recruiting program, enduring all
manner of humiliation to try to fill
these jobs,” said Glenn Kelman,
chief executive of Redfin, an online
brokerage agency for buying and
selling homes that is based in Se-
attle and San Francisco. “I do think
we're still chasing them, not the
other way around.”

He added, “If there’s the one
enclave that has been completely
unaffected by recession, it would
be Stanford computer science stu-
dents.”

Meanwhile, an earlier genera-
tion of engineers is scouring for jobs
and having to compete with a more
globalized pool of talent. There are
no definitive statistics on how many
jobs are being moved overseas.
But economists who follow highly
skilled employment say that some
of the most prominent companies
that laid off workers during the re-
cession, like IBM, are expanding
their work forces abroad.

“Certainly a lot of these IT ser-
vices firms plus the core software
firms like Oracle are globalizing
their work, or, as they put it, ‘re-
balancing’ their work forces,” says
Ronil Hira, an assistant professor of
public policy at the Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology.

In the past, the U.S. jobs most
susceptible to being shipped
abroad were lower-skilled posi-
tions. But now emerging econo-
mies have been harvesting their
long-term investments in math
and science education and attract-
ing high-tech firms — and not just
textile factories or call centers — to
their shores.

These higher skills have be-
come commodities, said Catherine
L. Mann, a global finance professor
at the Brandeis University Interna-
tional Business School who studies
the outsourcing of jobs. The pro-
gramming language “C++ is now an
international language,” she said.
“If that’s all you know, then you're
competing with people in India
or China who will do the work for
less”

In addition to lower wages, de-
veloping countries offer significant
consumer growth, giving business-
es a reason to make more products
closer to the buyer, and hire lo-
cally.

And increasingly, these new,
lower-cost research centers, while
perhaps initially intended to adapt
products for local use, are becom-
ing sources of innovation them-
selves.

“There’s been this assumption
that there’s a global hierarchy of
work, that all the high-end service
work, knowledge work, R&D work
would stay in U.S., and that all the
lower-end work would be trans-
ferred to emerging markets,” said
Hal Salzman, a public policy pro-
fessor at Rutgers and a senior fac-
ulty fellow at Heldrich Center for
Workforce Development.

“That hierarchy has been upset,
to say the least,” he said. “More and
more of the innovation is coming
out of the emerging markets, as
part of this bottom-up push.”

The narrative is familiar to
Mann, the unemployed software
engineer. She said her employer,
International Gaming Technology,
initially told her office that it was
opening a branch in China to work
with the company’s casino clients
in Macau and Australia.

She said she was told that the
new branch would be tailoring
products to local needs and doing
some back-office work. But a year
later it absorbed all the operations
once performed by the Corvallis
staff. International Gaming Tech-
nology, based in Reno, Nev., did
not respond to repeated requests
for comment.

This is the second time, Mann
said, that an employer has sent her
job abroad since she received her
master’s in computer science more
than two decades ago; the last time
was in 2001. This week she starts a
yearlong program to upgrade her
programming skills, paid for by a
federal program that assists work-
ers who have been displaced by in-
ternational trade.

The experience of Mann and
others like her suggests that the
technology industry may not be the
savior of the U.S. job market and a
magic bullet for a moribund econ-
omy — even though the Obama ad-
ministration has called for a revival
of math and science training and
emphasized the need for U.S. com-
panies to take the lead in fields like
clean energy.

Instead, some economists and
policymakers are looking to health
care to lead an employment surge.
They point to the field’s growing de-
mand for new services, the need for
physical proximity for many patient
procedures and a bureaucracy that
entails layer upon layer of jobs.

Because these jobs seem more
secure, Mann said she briefly con-
sidered making a move into health
care.

“That’s something that can’t be
outsourced as far as I can tell, but
it’s not for me,” she said. “I don’t do
well looking at people’s blood.”
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Choice of clerks highlights
Supreme Courts polarization

By Adam Liptak

THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Each vyear,
36 young lawyers obtain the most
coveted credential in U.S. law: a Su-
preme Court clerkship. Clerking for
a justice is a glittering capstone on a
resume that almost always includes
outstanding grades at a top law
school, service on a law review and
a prestigious clerkship with a federal
appeals court judge.

Justice Clarence Thomas appar-
ently has one additional require-
ment. Without exception, the 84
clerks he has chosen over his two
decades on the court all first trained
with an appeals court judge appoint-
ed by a Republican president.

That unbroken ideological com-
mitment is just the most extreme ex-
ample of a recent and seldom exam-
ined form of political polarization on
the Supreme Court. These days the
more conservative justices are much

more likely than were their prede-
cessors to hire clerks who worked for
judges appointed by Republicans.
And the more liberal justices are
more likely than in the past to hire
from judges appointed by Demo-
crats.

Each justice typically hires four
clerks a year. Since Chief Justice John
G. Roberts Jr. joined the court in
2005, Justice Antonin Scalia has not
hired any clerks who had worked for
a judge appointed by a Democratic
president, and Justice Samuel A. Al-
ito Jr. has hired only two. At the other
end of the ideological spectrum, only
four of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s
clerks on the Roberts court came
from judges appointed by Repub-
licans. The early data on President
Barack Obama’s two appointees,
Justices Sonia Sotomayor and Elena
Kagan, show a similar pattern.

By contrast, Chief Justice Warren
E. Burger, a conservative appointed
by President Richard M. Nixon who

led the court from 1969 to 1986, hired
roughly even numbers of clerks who
had worked for judges appointed by
Democrats and Republicans. Judge
Richard A. Posner, a generally con-
servative judge appointed to the
bench by President Ronald Reagan,
clerked for Justice William J. Brennan
Jr,, aliberal.

The recent divide in the selection
of clerks amplifies the ideological rifts
on a polarized court, one political
scientists say is the most conserva-
tive in recent memory. And it echoes
as clerks go on to prominent careers
in government, the legal academy
and major law firms.

Supreme Court law clerks share
the justices’ chambers, do much of
their work and influence their think-
ing. They make recommendations
about which cases the court should
hear, help prepare the justices for
oral arguments, discuss the cases
with them and draft major portions
of the opinions and dissents.
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Sure it’s fake, but does it have to be boring too?

The WWE is supposed to be entertainment wrestling but its not even entertaining

SPORTS

By Joanna Kao and Aislyn Schalck

STAFF REPORTERS

Boom! TD Bank Garden erupted in
cheers as the lights went down and pyro-
technics fired off on Monday night. “Sports”
entertainment company World Wrestling
Entertainment aired their 900th episode
of Monday Night RAW. Since its debut 17
years ago on January 11, 1993, the WWE has
produced the most episodes in the history
of primetime TV. In fact according to a fun
fact displayed during a commercial break,
if MTV’s Jersey Shore continues to run at its
current rate, it will reach its 900th episode
in 2083 when Snooki is 96 which is older
than Betty White’s current age.

To some, the professional wrestling of
Monday night RAW is considered a sport,
but it hardly deserves that classification and
shames the title of “wrestling.” Here’s why:

1. It’s scripted

The purpose of watching sports is to be
entertained by the competing parties trying
their best to win. Sports are about pushing
oneself and enduring pain because the best
participant has better odds at being victori-
ous. WWE does not seem to honor this sac-
rifice. Who is going to win is decided by the
franchise’s writers who probably choose the
matches and winners of particular “fights”
weeks in advance so they can create a com-
plex storyline of grudges and rivalries that
spans episodes, seasons, and even years.

Whatbecomes particularly obvious when
watching WWE live as opposed to on televi-
sion is the degree to which the fighting is cho-
reographed. Without clever camera angles to
hide behind, every punch looks pulled, every
kick looks knocked off, and most moves look
missed. Frequently, it appears that Newton's
third law is violated because poundings to
the face seem to be taken without giving
the slightest appearance of recoil from mo-
mentum transfer. Clearly most punches are
pulled. Especially popular “take-out” moves
like all the variations of body slams give the
impression that the attacker’s full momen-
tum is not being directed to their victim, but
rather to the floor of the ring which is rigged
to be suspiciously loud and gratuitously
dynamic. The result is a very strong look-
ing man rolling around in defeat because of
what appears to be someone jumping next
to him on a trampoline and making him flop
around like a flounder. It’s down right ridicu-
lous to call anything that entertains through
false pain rather than competition a sport.

2. There is an obvious lack of rules.

All real sports are governed by a set of
rules that are enforced for fair play and in
which players are honored for following. In
contrast, the “rules” in WWE are meant to
be broken. Fights often break out, and are
continued, outside of the ring where it ap-

pears that everything goes including bad-
gering opponents on pieces of the set. A far
as fairness goes, there seem to be few rules
governing it as shown by the many matches
that have mismatched numbers of partici-
pants. Furthermore, the referees are just for
show. When the officials do interfere it is for
inconsistent reasons and very rarely is their
decision actually respected by the “fighters.”
In fact, the only referee interference at this
particular event was a few times for pinning
in the ropes and one disqualification for an
unprompted physical attack on the referee.

In opposition to professional sports, the
“competitors” are applauded for breaking
the “rules” and clearly the entertainment
gained from this is why WWE encourages
it. In doing so, however, all legitimacy as a
sport is forfeited.

3. It’s gimmicky.

There’s excessive hype for each “match”
and introduction of the wrestlers. For the
first match, a girl came out to accompany
the first wrestler and performed various
stripper-like moves. In real sports, you can’t
bring out your own female escort out on the

field. Imagine if a scantily-clad woman ac-
companied Tiger Woods before he stepped
up to the first hole (well, maybe Woods is
a bad example, but you get the point). She
clearly was there solely to rev up the crowd.

The speeches before the matches are ex-
cessively cheesy: Think Howard Dean’s infa-
mous campaign speech times ten. Dramatic
pauses don’t add to their speech delivery;
instead they just give the audience a chance
to laugh at the overly overdone speeches.

The most outrageous introduction was
the introduction for R-Truth. He came out
with his signature “What’s up” rap that con-
tained even fewer words than the amount
of clothing he was wearing as his costume.
The saddest part? His rap was infinitely bet-
ter than his “wrestling” skills. He should
have pursued a rapping career.

4. Itinvolves ridiculous extraneous
props.

Conveniently placed items are all too
common. In real sports, you have standard
sports equipment. In most, they even check
to make sure you haven’t hacked your own
equipment in your own favor. For example,
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John Cena “fireman carries” a Nexus team member during the 5-on-5 tag team elimination. In the end, the Nexus team takes
down Cena, WWE Champion Seamus, Chris Jericho, The Edge, and Randy Orton.

in the UFC, the referees even check the fight-
ers’ nails before each fight. In contrast in the
WWE, Alberto Del Rio magically whipped
out a metal chair from the corner of the stage
in the middle of a fight with Evan Bourne (of
course allowed because of point number 2).

As even more evidence of crazy props
in the WWE, let’s introduce Zambonis and
beer hoses. Because it was the 900th epi-
sode of the WWE, they showed flashbacks
to earlier episodes. One was from episode
#279 when Stone Cold entered the ring on a
Zamboni and beat up Vince McMahon. An-
other was from episode #304 where Stone
Cold sprayed beer on The Rock, Vince Mc-
Mahon, and Shane McMahon. And in case
Stone Cold didn’t already have enough fun,
they also showed episode #754 when he
sprayed beer all over Santino Marella. The
lesson here? The WWE likes pullingrandom
objects you might find in a college gym and
throwing them in with fake fighters.

So in conclusion, the WWE doesn’t de-
serve to claim to be wrestling. It’s fake, it's
gimmicky, and it’s simply a waste of time and
money. So instead, the WWE should adopt a
new name: World Wrestling Emasculated.

After a glum Sox on Sox weekend, time to move on

By Zach Hynes

All summer, I've read about the declining
TV and radio audiences for the Red Sox, but
in order to gain a full grasp on the changing
market for Red Sox baseball, I needed to go
down to Fenway and wait in line for seats. In
years past, I'd arrive outside the ticket win-
dow at Gate E a full five hours in advance of
the first pitch and find thirty to fifty people
camped out in the shadow of the Green Mon-
ster, spread out on blankets, sipping coffee,
and listening to radio hosts dissect the Red
Sox. As I arrived on Saturday morning at the
ballpark two and a half hours before game
time, I found just eight people inline ahead of
me. In the thirty minutes between my arrival
and the time tickets went on sale, the line in
front of me dwindled to a mere four people
as scalpers offered face value for “box seats”
(be wary of scalpers: aside from the fact that
the seats are grouped in rectangular sections,
there was nothing “box” about those seats).
The first-row, infield grandstand seats that I
purchased offered an excellent view of what
promised to be an intriguing pitchers’ duel in
the first game of Saturday’s double-header.

Recap

While White Sox starter John Danks lived
up to expectations, Red Sox ace Clay Buch-
holz appeared to labor through his five in-
nings of work. While surrendering just two

runs, he ran his pitch count to ninety-five
pitches in rapid fashion. Resounding boos
met the White Sox’s new designated hitter,
Manny Ramirez, each time he stepped to the
plate as the Fenway crowd, livid over Man-
ny’s torturous vanishing act during the 2008
season, expressed its displeasure. However,
the White Sox took the first game by a score of
3-1 behind the three hits and two runs of re-

For Red Sox fans, it’s
just about time to hitch
the wagon to a playoff-
bound National League
team.

surgent slugger Paul Konerko. In the second
game of Saturday’s double-header, the Red
Sox wasted a great effort by starting pitcher
John Lackey, who relinquished just four hits,
two walks, and one earned run over seven in-
nings.

The Red Sox headed into Sunday with an
eye on preventing a sweep at the hands of the
White Sox. Josh Beckett appeared to build
on his solid Tuesday night outing against the
Orioles, striking out nine and working out
of jams in the early innings; he was charged
with just one earned run over six and a third
innings. Daniel Bard’s throwing error in the

seventh gave the White Sox a one-run lead,
3-2, over the Red Sox, but the Red Sox re-
sponded in the bottom half of the inning as
Victor Martinez walloped a two-run shot
over the Green Monster. After tacking on a
run in the bottom of the eighth, the Red Sox
led 5-3 with closer Jonathan Papelbon on the
mound. After sandwiching two outs around
a walk in the ninth, Papelbon was poised to
send Red Sox fans home contented with a
5-3 victory. Instead, the White Sox scrapped
two runs off of Papelbon with two consecu-
tive hits. The Red Sox’s fate was sealed when
rookie reliever Robert Manuel, recently called
up to the big league team from Triple-A Paw-
tucket, entered the game in an unenviable
situation: the score was knotted at five and
the bases were full with White Sox. Manuel
battled heralded White Sox second baseman
Gordon Beckham before surrendering what
would become the winning run on a full-
count walk. A visibly frustrated Manuel could
not shake off his initial failure and proceeded
to let in another run on a four-pitch walk to
Juan Pierre. Dejected fans headed for the
exits, not bothering to watch as the Red Sox
offense proved futile against flame-throwing
White Sox reliever Matt Thornton. With the
win, the White Sox kept pace with Minnesota
in the AL Central; they currently sit 3.5 games
back of the Twins in that race.

In general, the 5-3 win is one of the most
beautiful results in baseball (assuming your

team is on the winning end); the score im-
plies that the winning team produced a solid
pitching performance, turned in a respect-
able offensive showing, and kept the fans en-
gaged. In the end, the Red Sox should have
come away with exactly that result on a pic-
ture-perfect afternoon at Fenway Park. Un-
fortunately, a fatigued Jonathan Papelbon,
who was forced to throw nearly fifty pitches
during his outing, was spent after getting
four outs between the eighth and ninth in-
nings. The previous day’s double-header had
taken its toll on the Red Sox’s pitching depth,
causing manager Terry Francona to use the
untested Robert Manuel in a situation that
begged for Scott Atchison.

Time to move on

For Red Sox fans, it’s just about time to
hitch the wagon to a playoff-bound National
League team. Hoping that Bobby Cox can go
out as a World Series Champion in Atlanta?
Wanting to see Roy Halladay and Co. earn a
rematch against the Yankees or Rays in the
World Series? Wondering if Aroldis Chapman
can blow hitters away at a Zumaya-esque 103
mph with two outs in the bottom of the ninth
of a World Series Game 7? Dumbfounded as
to who invited the San Diego Padres into the
playoff race (possible answers: former GM
Kevin Towers, mediocrity of the National
League)? Stay tuned to playoff baseball, even
in the absence of the Red Sox.



