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MIT Budget Tight, Salary Cuts Possible

By Nathan Collins
EDITOR IN CHIEF

While painting a positive picture
of MIT’s standing, the Institute’s
top leaders are preparing the rest of

. the community for rougher econom-

ic times to come.

At a town meeting in Kresge
Auditorium yesterday, MIT Presi-
dent Charles M. Vest said that bud-
get cuts “will put pressure on things
we feel the most,” including salaries
and graduate student tuition subsi-
dies, in the next two fiscal years. The
cuts follow endowment losses total-
ing more than $1 billion in the last
two years.

Executive Vice President John R.
Curry said that some of that pressure
will be alleviated by not filling
vacancies that open up, adding
responsibilities to current positions,
and working to reduce costs, perhaps
by doing some extra work in-house.

In a brief interview after the
meeting, Vest said that there will be
“no salary cutting” in the next fiscal
year. After that, in fiscal year 2005,
the pressures will likely be suffi-
ciently high that “we’ll have to ask
questions,” and salary cuts are an
option, Vest said.

Since MIT considers economic

Lobby 7
Slowly Gets
Face-Lift

By Frank Dabek

STAFF REPORTER

As Lobby 7 continues to slowly
evolve, permanent bulletin board
space and permanent tables and
chairs will soon replace the tempo-
rary stand-ins currently in the
lobby.

Wellington Reiter, professor of
architecture and adviser to the group
overseeing the renovations, said that
the current kiosks being used as
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a positive point in what Vest

described as an “era of constraints.” One constraint — the recent economic downturn — has led MIT
to consider salary cuts and other budget-shrinking measures.

trends on a three-year averaged
basis, Vest said, the full impact of
recent economic trouble will not be
felt until the 2005 fiscal year, which
begins in July 2004.

During the meeting, Provost
Robert A. Brown said budget con-
straints will also mean a decrease in
the graduate tuition subsidy MIT
pays to advisors, from 65 percent to

55 percent of graduate tuition.
Because advisors pay for the rest of
a student’s tuition, Brown said, the

Budget, Page 18

Research Involvement Varies by Race

By Beckett W. Stemer
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

Hispanic and black students par-
ticipate less often in undergraduate
research than white and Asian stu-
dents do, according to a recent sur-

vey. g
In the survey, administered by

the Provost's Office, 20 percent of
Hispanic students and 30 percent of
black students said that they had
done not-for-credit research with
faculty in the past year, while 39
percent of Asian students and 40
percent of white students said they
had done non-credit research.

In a similar question about
research for credit, 19 percent of
Hispanic students said that they had
participated this year, compared to
29 percent of white students, 31 per-
cent of black students, and 39 per-
cent of Asian students.

When asked how frequently they
had engaged in intellectual conver-
sation with a faculty member, 43
percent of Hispanic students, 45
percent of black students, 50 percent
of Asian students, and 56 percent of
white students said that they had
done so in the past year.

International students had higher

rates of involvement. 35 percent
said they had done non-credit work,
and 54 percent said they had done
for-credit research. 64 percent of
international students reported hav-
ing had an intellectual conversation
with faculty in the past year. The
survey did not distinguish between
nationalities of international stu-
dents.

Disparity has been found before
J. Kim Vandiver PhD '75,
Undergraduate Research Opportuni-

Survey, Page 14

The Weather

Today: Chance of showers, 62°F (17°C)
Tonight: Chance of showers, 45°F (7°C)
I'omorrow: Showers, 62°F (17°C)

Details, Page 2
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MITES

Broadens
Admits

By Jeremiah Y. Yu

The Minority Introduction to
Engineering, Entrepeneurship and
Science Program, known as MITES,
has admitted non-minority students
for the first time.

Though final decisions will not be
made until the end of May, Karl W.
Reid "84, the MITES director, said
“there are some non-minority stu-
dents accepted” into the program.
Non-minority students include Asian,
white and Middle Eastern students.

Five percent of the approximately
500 applicants this year were non-
minority students, Reid said. MITES
is trying to accept 75-80 students.

Though the program has not
admitted non-minorities in the past,
the number of non-minority students
applying to the program this year
has not been much different from
previous years. Unlike previous
years “everyone will have a chance
of getting into the program,” Reid
said. This year “all applicants are
being reviewed.”

The small number of non-minor-
ity students applying to the program
has allowed MITES to admit them
while still maintaining its goal of
minonty outreach, Reid said.

As a result, “no students are at a
disadvantage because of race,” Reid
said. “There really is no differen-
tial.”

Reid emphasized that other crite-
ria were being used to determine
admissions.

According to the MITES Web
site, students that are first in their
family to attend college or students
that attend a school that has histori-
cally sent less than 50% of its grad-
uates to four-year colleges will be
given special consideration.
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left-over construction materials. | MITES decided to admit non-
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Benches were ruled out in favor of described the new admissions policy
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THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON

Nearly 60 million people lack health insurance at some point in
the year, the Congressional Budget Office said Monday, adding that
official estimates fail to distinguish between people who lack cover-
age for a few months and those who are uninsured for a full year or
more.

Members of Congress, administration officials, lobbyists and
advocates often cite the Census Bureau when they declare that 41
million people have no health insurance.

But in a new report Monday, the budget office said the bureau’s
figure “overstates the number of people who are uninsured all year,”
while significantly understating the number who are insured for only
part of the year.

The report said 57 million to 59 million people — “about a quar-
ter of the nonelderly population” — lacked insurance at some time in
1998, the most recent year for which reliable comparative figures
were available.

At the same time, the budget office said, government surveys sug-
gest that the number of people uninsured for the entire year was 21
million to 31 million, or 9 percent to 13 percent of nonelderly Ameri-
cans.

U.N. Council May Request
Foreign Force for Congo

THE NEW YORK TIMES

UNITED NATIONS

With memories of unheeded wamings about Rwanda clearly on
their minds, Security Council ambassadors discussed on Monday the
possibility of inviting a foreign military force to help avert any
increase in violence in the Ituri province of the Democratic Republic
of Congo.

The U.N. secretary-general, Kofi Annan, has called on council
members to develop “a coalition of the willing” to provide troops to
end the power vacuum. Diplomats from several delegations said they
hoped France would lead the effort. The French mission's spokesper-
son, emphasizing that the request went to all council members, said
the French government was studying the question.

After the meeting, one U.S. diplomat said, “We support a member
state that is willing to consider this task quickly” — an implicit nudge
to the French to take on the responsibility.

“Regarding troops, every member of the Security Council is con-
sidering the request made by the secretary-general,” a spokesperson
for the French Embassy said Monday. “We perfectly well understand
the security situation on the ground is not secure” and that the U.N.
forces present are not equipped to deal with a mounting conflict.

Lebanese Welcome Iranian President

THE NEW YORK TIMES

BEIRUT, LEBANON

Iranian President Mohammad Khatami arrived on Monday to a
glowing embrace from the Lebanese government and tens of thou-
sands of chanting, cheering Lebanese Shiites. His visit was the first
here by an Iranian president since the 1979 Islamic revolution, and
represents a major diplomatic reaction in the Islamic world to the
U.S. invasion of Iraq.

Washington will be listening closely to what Khatami says. The
United States considers Iran the leading state sponsor of terrorism
and has raised concerns recently about whether it is developing
nuclear weapons. It has demanded that Iran end the support of mili-
tant groups like Hezbollah, which is based in Lebanon.

Nevertheless, Iran and the United States seem to be moving
toward a new phase in their often hostile relationship, with Bush
administration officials confirming in recent days that the two coun-
tries have been holding secret contacts

Khatami moves on to Syria after his three-day visit here, and
many in the region see his trip as an attempt to bolster ties among
countries in the Middle East that appear to be next in line for U.S.
wrath after the Iraq war. The visit also marks a milestonggin Iran’s
growing closeness to Lebanon. The two countries on Monday signed
economic agreements, including provision of a $50 million Iranian
loan.

WEATHER

Light Followed By Darkness

By Daniel Bersak

{5SCHIATE PHOTOGRAPHY EINTOR

April showers bring May flowers. May showers like those we
might experience today, however, bring wet May flowers. Highs today
will be in the upper 60s (19°C) with light winds out of the West. We
will also experience daylight followed by an extended period of dark-
ness. Wednesday expect more daylight, though slightly dimmed by
thick cloud cover and possible showers in the morning. Highs will
again be tn the upper 60s (19°C) and will again drop with the
approaching darkness. The daylight-darkness cycle will continue into
Thursday, though with partly sunny skies and a high of 60-65°F (16-
18°C), the daylight will be more effective. Friday there will be air and
gravity, both in their usual quantities, but light will disappear forever,
and temperature will lose its meaning shortly thereafter.

Extended Forecast
Today: Chance of showers. High 62°F (17°C).
Tonight: Chance of showers. Low 45°F (7°C).
Tomorrow: Chance of showers. High 62°F (17°C).
Thursday: Mostly cloudy. High 65°F (18°C).

60 Million Lack Health Insurance

Four Bombings Strike Western
Enclaves in Saudi Capital City

By Neil MacFarquhar
with Douglas Jehl

THE NEW YORK TIMES

KUWAIT CITY

Four separate attacks involving
explosions and small-arms fire
struck Western targets including
residential compounds in the Saudi
capital of Riyadh overnight Mon-
day, causing an undetermined num-
ber of casualties, Saudi officials and
diplomats said.

Initial press reports put the num-
ber of injured from the explosions
believed caused by car bombs as
high as 50, but embassy officials
were unable to confirm that number.

“We can confirm that there are
casualties, but we can’t confirm the
numbers or the extent,” said John
Burgess, the counselor for public
affairs at the U.S. Embassy in
Riyadh. A senior Saudi official said
the number of wounded in Riyadh
had been “high.”

Three of the blasts came almost
simultaneously just before midnight
local time, and a fourth followed
shortly afterward, Saudi officials
said. Several hours later, the State

Department said it did not “have
any confirmed reports of American
casualties.”

« There were no official reports of
deaths from the attacks. But reports
from Saudi Arabia, citing hospital
officials and residents of the com-
pounds, who included American,
British, Italian and other Western
citizens, as well as Saudis and other
Arabs, said that dozens of people
had been wounded and some
appeared to have been killed.

The attacks came just days after
the State Department issued an
extraordinarily specific warning on
May 1 that terrorists “may be in the
final phases of planning attacks” on
American targets in Saudi Arabia.
A Saudi raid last Tuesday on a sus-
pected al-Qaida hideout uncovered
a large weapons cache, but 19 sus-
pected militants sought in the raid
managed to escape.

U.S. officials said on Monday
that initial suspicions were that the
al-Qaida terrorist organization was
behind the attack. They said the
near-simultaneity of the explosions
was reminiscent of the 1998 attacks

by al-Qaida on U.S. embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania.

Officials with access to early
reports suggested that the attacks
had been carried out with some pre-
cision. In each case, they said, the
attackers appeared to have shot
their way into and out of the com-
pound, and possibly used car bombs
to set off large explosions.

A State Department spokes-
woman, Nancy Beck, said on Mon-
day night: “We are deeply con-
cerned about the reports of
explosions in Riyadh. At this time
we are working closely with the
Saudi authorities to determine the
facts.”

While there were no confirmed
reports of American casualties,
Beck said, the State Department
was advising Americans in Riyadh
“to remain at home until we can
ascertain the facts and the nature of
any ongoing threat.”

A Reuters report from Riyadh
on Monday night quoted a hospital
administrator as saying he under-
stood from colleagues that people
had been killed in the attacks.

Previous Officials Depart Iraq
As Bush Overhauls Government

By Patrick E. Tyler

THE NEW YORK TIMES

BAGHDAD

America’s new civilian adminis-
trator for Iraq, L. Paul Bremer III,
arrived in Baghdad on Monday as
several members of the team of his
predecessor, retired Lt. Gen. Jay Gar-
ner, and Garner himself prepared to
leave over the coming weeks in a
sudden overhaul that has rattled Iraqi
political leaders.

Massoud Barzani, who will play a
critical role in the formation of the
interim government in Iraq, said in an
interview on Monday that the United
States risked squandering its victory
over Saddam Hussein by allowing
chaos and anarchy to run unchecked
in the country.

Barzani said he had been close to
Garner ever since they worked
together a decade ago when Iraq’s
minority Kurds fled by the hundreds
of thousands to the Turkish border
region to escape the wrath of Saddam
after an unsuccessful uprising follow-

ing the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

“His departure will have a very
negative effect,” Barzani said. “The
rapid change of officials is not very
helpful because we need focus.”

He said he was concerned that the
ideological clashes in Washington
over the U.S. role in post-war Iraq
were hampering policy here. “We are
paying the price for the political con-
flicts in Washington,” he said. “Time
is of the essence, speed is of the
essence — we must get some form of
government.”

Garner has yet to inform him of
any plans to leave, Barzani said. He
also expressed some concern about
Bremer’s longtime association with
former Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger, whom the Kurds blame for
their betrayal in the intelligence wars
between Iran and Iraq three decades
ago.

Neither Garner nor Bremer, in
brief remarks at the airport here,
addressed the causes of the personnel
changes reported by Bush administra-

tion officials over the weekend. One
of Garner's deputies, Barbara K.
Bodine, was relieved of her duties on
short notice, and the officials sajd that
Garner himself would also depart in a
few weeks. Several members of Gar-
ner’s staff, detailed to Iraq from
diplomatic or other govenment jobs,
are also returning to those posts over
the next month.

Bremer is bringing a large contin-
gent of new administrators, but Mon-
day he gave no detailed assessment
of the situation in Iraq or how he
planned to reverse the deterioration in
security.

“We will be in the process of dis-
cussing with appropriate people in
Iraq a transition to an Iraqi govern-
ment at a time line that still has to be
determined,” Bremer said. Gamer had
set a timeline for a new government
to emerge by the end of the month.

“We are not here as a colonial
power,” Bremer said. “We are here to
turn over” power to the Iragi people
“as quickly as possible.”

Gov't Agencies to Rely on Images
From Private Satellite Companies

By Eric Lichtblau

THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON

President Bush is ordering federal
agencies to rely much more heavily
on private satellite companies to pro-
vide images from space, a significant
shift from current policy, administra-
tion officials said on Monday.

The new policy seeks to limit the
government’s own network of satel-
lites to the most sensitive, high-pri-
ority assignments and use private
vendors to meet relatively routine
tasks “to the maximum practical
extent,” officials said. The shift is
seen as an effort both to bolster the
position of U.S. satellite companies
in the global marketplace and, in the
long term, to save money.

The White House is expected to
announce the new policy on Tues-
day after a review that began late
last year.

The White House's new policy
will replace a 9-year-old presiden-
tial directive signed in 1994 by

President Bill Clinton, which Bush
administration officials said had
become largely outdated because of
advances in private satellite technol-
ogy.
“This is a very significant
change,” a senior administration
official said on Monday. “We're
essentially saying that where the
commercial industry can provide
what we need, have at it.”

But the shift carries security
risks.

“The potential bad news,” the
senior official said, is that the
images collected by private vendors
“are also available to our adver-
saries.” The government will
reserve the right to restrict the sale
of commercial data by American
companies to anyone deemed to
pose a national security risk, the
official said.

The government currently has
more than a half-dozen high-resolu-
tion satellites in orbit to provide
imagery and photos for uses as var-

ied as military and intelligence
operations, map-making and climate
control, officials said. Two private
American companies operate high-
resolution satellites, and a third is
expected to launch one later this
year, competing with other compa-
nies overseas.

As the quality of private satellite
resolution has improved in recent
years, the government has come to
rely more heavily on them, but with
that trend has come bureaucratic
resistance and occasional in-fighting.

Last year, the director of central
intelligence, George J. Tenet,
ordered American intelligence agen-
cies to expand their use of private
satellites after Air Force officials
complained that bureaucratic tan-
gles prevented them from using
commercial images of Afghanistan
to aid in bombing missions in the
war against the Taliban. As a result,
Air Force pilots had to use outdated
Russian maps during the early
stages of the war.
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Proposal on Media Ownership
Rules Has Significant Changes

By Stephen Labaton

THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON

The government proposed on
Monday the most significant over-
haul of its media ownership rules in
a generation, including a change
that would allow television net-
works to own enough local stations
to reach 90 percent of the nation’s
viewers.

That change — the result of
increasing the ownership cap and
simultaneously preserving a 1980s
formula that discounts the reach of
UHF stations — is part of the pack-
age of proposals that officials said
appears to have the support of the
Republican majority of the Federal
Communications Commission.

The commission’s staff sent the
detailed plan early on Monday

evening to the five commissioners
in advance of a final vote in three
weeks. The commission has not
formally made the plan public,
though major portions have been
disclosed Monday and in previous
days by officials and industry
experts.

The proposed changes represent
the most important rewriting of the
ownership rules in decades, permit-
ting the largest media conglomer-
ates to expand into new markets
and own more properties in a single
city. Analysts expect companies
including Viacom and Rupert Mur-
doch’s News Corp. to seek to
expand their media holdings sub-
stantially. Others, such as the Tri-
bune Co. and Gannett, may seek to
acquire broadcasters or newspapers
in cities where they already have a

presence. Media brokers and Wall
Street bankers have begun advising
clients on what is expected to be a
scramble of mergers that will
reshape the media landscape in
many communities across the coun-
try.
In a recent interview and other
comments, the agency’s chairman,
Michael K. Powell, has said that
the revisions in the media owner-
ship rules would be more modest
than critics have maintained and
that changes in technology and
viewing habits, combined with
court decisions and a congression-
al directive, necessitate that the
current regulations be reconsid-
ered.

The agency's two Democrats
have expressed concerns with many
aspects of the proposal.

FAA Revises Weight Requirements

By Matthew L. Wald
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration on Monday told airlines flying
planes with more than 19 seats to
raise the assumed average weight of
each passenger by 10 pounds, and
the assumed weight for each checked
bag by another 5 pounds to ensure
their planes were not overloaded.

The notice sent to all airlines
Monday gives them 90 days to adopt
the new weight rules or to conduct
their own surveys of passenger and
luggage weight. The actions were
spurred by the January crash of a
commuter plane that may have been
within the current weight rules but

may still have been overloaded. The
National Transportation Safety
Board is set to open hearings into
that mishap next week.

Since 1995, most airlines have
assumed a weight of 180 pounds per
adult in summer and 185 pounds in
winter; checked bags are assumed to
weigh 25 pounds each.

Some airlines flying small planes
with 19 seats or fewer have already
raised their weight allowances by
about 30 pounds, the FAA said Mon-
day, after an order from the agency
earlier this year to 15 airlines asking
them to survey passengers and their
bags and adjust their assumptions
about their weights accordingly.
Some industry experts said the new

e As Crash is Linked to Overloading

weight requirements will mean that
on some flights, mostly on smaller
planes, cargo may have to be left
behind or some seats go unsold.

“It’s going to have an impact,”
said Diane Spitaliere, a spokes-
woman for the FAA.

The order Monday is an interim
measure until the agency can estab-
lish a committee of private and gov-
ernment experts to study the issue
further. That effort is expected to
take months or years.

Because the issue involves safety,
no airline publicly disputed the
agency’s action, though some execu-
tives said that closer surveys of actu-
al weights may demonstrate the new
allowances were too high.

British Report Reveals Removal
of Corpses’ Brains

THE NEW YORK TIMES

LONDON

Nothing about Cyril Isaacs’ death was easy, from the way he car-
ried it out — hanging himself with the cord from an electric kettle —
to the distress that his widow, Elaine, felt over the authorities’ insis-
tence on performing an autopsy.

But that was not the end of it. Thirteen years later, in 2000, Elaine
Isaacs’ inadvertent discovery that her husband's brain had been
removed and handed over to researchers touched off a grim and far-
reaching investigation into the fate of the brains of the dead.

On Monday, the government announced that as many as 22,000
brains had been removed, most without relatives’ permission, from
people who died between 1970 and 1999.

The rationale was research; research into sickness, research into
the functions of the brain and research into depression and mental ill-
ness. So eager were officials to get hold of new brains for their stud-
ies that in one case, the report said, a hospital mortician was paid
about $16 for each fresh brain he provided.

Removing organs and tissues from corpses without relatives’ con-
sent was explicitly outlawed in 1999, after an earlier scandal at the
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital in Liverpool. In that investigation,
researchers were found to have removed and kept the organs of 3,500
children who had died at the hospital, returning the bodies to the fam-
ilies without revealing that they were incomplete.

Cameras Capture a 5-Second
Fireball and Its Meteorite’s Secrets

THE NEW YORK TIMES

With meteorites, as with fine art, provenance counts for a lot. But
much more is known about a van Gogh or a Picasso, say, than about
most meteorites.

They come from space, sure, but beyond that little is certain.

Now, however, a meteorite has been found in southern Germany,
and a precise orbit has been determined for it. The 4-pound rock,
named the Neuschwanstein for the Bavarian castle near where it was
found in July, is a remnant of a five-second fireball captured on film
three months earlier by a network of tracking cameras in central
Europe.

This is the fourth time in more than 40 years that a meteorite has
been found after such cameras had photographed its fireball, said Dr.
Pavel Spurny, the coordinator of the European Fireball Network and
an astronomer at the Astronomical Institute of the Academy of Sci-
ences of the Czech Republic. What is even more remarkable, Spurny
said, is that the orbit of this rock matches that of the first meteorite
discovered in this way, in 1959.

“The most unique fact is that two of these have the same orbit,”

It is not just coincidence, he added. The two are no doubt part of a
stream of rocks, probably fragments of one parent asteroid in an ellip-
tical orbit around the sun that extends nearly to Jupiter.

Thinking of Spending Your Junior
Year at Cambridge (England)?

Open House for Freshmen in the

CMI Undergraduate Exchange Office, Room 6-203

Thursday, May 15, at 4:00 p.m.

g, 1 NE

¢

48k Cambridge-MIT
S5 Institute

Meet with CMI Staff, Students, and Faculty from

the University of Cambridge

Hear about the CMI Exchange Program

Ask Questions! Eat Food!
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Taking Crowding Seriously

The numbers can no longer be ignored. There will be
crowding in Institute dormitories next year. MIT administrators
have variously described the extent of this crowding as small

. . and affecting a handful of students.

E d l tOTlal Such statements do not appear

entirely accurate. A quick calcula-
tion reveals that there are about 965 spaces for incoming fresh-
men next year, and as of last Friday, 1023 prospective freshmen
have accepted their offers of admission. That number is likely to
fluctuate — some 200 prospective freshmen have yet to reply,
and historically 20-30 who accept change their minds and do
not attend MIT — but the basic truth is that, if we are lucky, the
Institute just got thirty more people than it can really house.
That problem is doubled (or maybe tripled or quadrupled)
because those thirty have to live in rooms with at least one other
person; crowding will then directly affect a population about 10
percent the size of the incoming freshmen class. This is the
best-case scenario. If fewer people than normal change their
minds and decide to go elsewhere, or if a significant fraction of
the 200 outstanding offers are accepted, the affected population
could reach 10 percent of MIT undergraduates.

That prediction is bit dire, and The Tech does not want to
imply that MIT will soon fall prey to locusts and earthquakes.
On the other hand, we are concerned that administrators have
not planned very well. Dean for Student Life Larry G. Benedict
seems to have had a simple plan: target the number of incoming
freshmen to avoid crowding. The target number, incidentally,
was 1000. .

MIT’s plan does indeed seem simple. To paraphrase the jour-
nalist and commentator H.L. Mencken, for every problem there’s
a simple solution — a simple solution that’s wrong. After all, even

if MIT had thirty extra beds for the Class of 2007, it would remain
a dangerous proposition to shoot for an incoming class size that
exactly equaled the number of beds MIT has to offer. It doesn’t
take a statistician to know that the chance of overshooting the tar-
get is about one-half. In the present case, MIT chose to set a target
that overshot the number of beds it likely had to offer. That choice
is strange considering that both Chancellor Phillip L. Clay PhD
*75 and Benedict last year pledged to eliminate crowding.

The Tech is not asking MIT to hire prognosticators, nor are
we asking MIT to be ruthless about the size of its incoming
class. But it is not unreasonable to ask for better planning. Don’t
shoot for 1000 freshmen when you have 965 beds. Be realistic
— and aggressive — about dealing with housing-supply prob-
lems. Random Hall’s end-time appears near, and East Campus
needs renovations. That means MIT will need other sources of
housing just to maintain current capacity, and do better than it
has in the past. Graduate student housing has been undercut by

_ an administration desperate to find beds for undergraduates. The

rush to populate Simmons Hall on time resulted in a half-com-
plete dorm still riddled with problems that was constructed at a
cost of over $70 million.

Fraternities, sororities, and independent living groups are
also in need of help, and MIT needs their help as well. Benedict
and others have said the FSILG problem is central to the crowd-
ing issue. That’s true. If many of the current crop of affiliated
sophomores choose not to leave their dormitories, crowding will
again worsen.

MIT has housing problems. Administrators may or may not
have accepted the depth of these problems. They appear not to
have internalized the importance of serious, coordinated planning.

It’s time they do so.

From the Editors

Dear Readers,

With our unique position at MIT, we are intensely mindful of The
Tech’s responsibility to serve our readers accountably and to keep
striving to improve our coverage. Next semester, Christine R. Fry 05
will replace Nathan Collins G as editor in chief, but our efforts to
deliver a high-quality newspaper will continue.

Here is an update on some improvements we have undertaken this
semester and are planning for next semester.

= We replaced our “World & Nation” news wire, previously from
the Los Angeles Times and The Washington Post, with the New York
Times News Service, which includes stories from The Boston Globe.
We plan to bring you better local coverage and selections from The
Times® Tuesday “Science Times" section.

 Backing up our longstanding prohibition on news staff involve-
ment in the opinion section, we removed the news and features editors
from the editorial board, the group that writes The Tech’s editorials, in
order to remove even the possibility of conflict between editors’ roles
in opinion and news coverage on the paper.

* We pursued aggressive and repeated followup stories, on issues
such as orientation planning, the reintroduction of crowding, and the
government’s SEVIS international student registration system, in order
to keep our reader’s questions in the driver’s seat in campus debate.

* We published an address for information about errors that call for
correction, fews@he-rech.mil.edu) and we conscientiously followed
up on each report.

Next semester: -

* We have asked a fixture in the MIT community, John A.

Hawkinson, to be our independent reader ombudsman. He can be
reached at pmbudsman@ihe-tech.mir.edy and will write an unedited
column in this paper, serving as our liaison with The Tech’s reader-
ship. We expect him to be critical and fair and to call us to account
when we screw up. Please do not hesitate to contact him about the
paper.

* We have appointed an executive editor with responsibilities
including staff recruitment, and will step up efforts to attract new staff,
especially graduate students. A critical shortage of reporters continues
to be the major limitation on our news and features coverage.

= We will continue this year’s reintroduced Features Section. The
goal is to capture the tenor of what it is actually like to be an MIT stu-
dent on an everyday basis and to diversify our coverage.

* We are pursuing ways to improve our accessibility and respon-
siveness to the MIT community, including “talk back to The Tech”
seminars, where readers are invited to discuss and ask questions about
the previous month of the paper with the editors.

The Tech is just a student group pledged to find out the truth and
report it back to our readers. The people who work on it, few as we are,
live down the hall from you and work on your behalf. We're proud of
our reporting this past semester — and proud of our top-ranked status
among American college newspapers, judged by the Associated Colle-
giate Press — but our real goal is to earn your respect and deliver qual-
ity news, and we will continue working toward those ends. Let us
know how we can help.

P.S. Did we mention we’re desperate for reporters and features
writers? Join us next year or write for our monthly summer issues.

Letters To The Editor

Rebuilding the Old
Man

In response to Vivek Rao's column last
Friday, “You Can't Replace The Old Man,” 1
would like to offer forth the point that New
Hampshire's Old Man in the Mountain has
been synthetically held together for many

policy that the Old Man of the Mountain is
not a landmark to be left to its own devices
and completely rebuilding the monument is
just following with an already established
maintenance policy. Vivek Rao should have

voiced concern when New Hampshire first
decided to restore the monument, not when
New Hampshire decides to repair the monu-

ment again.
George Waksman '05

Erratum

years using anchoring spikes, cables, and
epoxy. Although the original formation was
entirely natural, the article neglected the fact
that without man’s intervention it would
have collapsed ages ago. The New Hamp-
shire state government has already set the

The headline on a May 6 article [“MIT Issues $250 Million in New Bonds”] transposed
two numerals in the amount of an MIT bond issue. As correctly reported in the article, it was
$205 million, not $250 million.

Opinion Policy

Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are written
by the editorial board, which consists of the chairman, editor in
chief, managing editor, opinion editors, a photography editor, and
an arts editor.

Dissents are the opinions of signed members of the editorial
board choosing to publish their disagreement with the editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are writ-
ten by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, not nec-
essarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions are encour-
aged and should be sent to [eferstainie-reci.mit.ead Hard copy
submissions should be addressed to The Tech, P.O. Box 397029,
Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by interdepartmental mail to
Room W20-483. All submissions are due by 4:30 p.m. two days
before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ signatures,
addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters will not be accepted.
The Tech reserves the right to edit or condense letters; shorter letters

will be given higher priority. Once submitted, all letters become
property of The Tech, and will not be returned. The Tech makes no
commitment to publish all the letters received.

The Tech’s Ombudsman, reachable by e-mail at ombuds-
[man@ihe-tech.mit.edu] serves as the liaison between The Tech and
its readers. From time to time, the Ombudsman writes an indepen-
dent column reflecting the complaints, questions, and concemns of
the readership.

To Reach Us

The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. E-mail is the
easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure
whom to contact, send mail to [genera e-tech.mit.edu) and it will
be directed to the appropriate person. Please send press releases,
requests for coverage, and information about errors that call for cor-
rection to rews@the-tech.mit.edu] Letters to the editor should be
sent to [ferfers@ihe-iech.mii.edu] The Tech can be found on the
World Wide Web at iffp.//The-tech.mit.edu)
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From the

Ombudsman

By John A. Hawkinson

The Tech now has an Ombudsman again, a
position unfilled since December 2000. As
Ombudsman, 1 serve as a liaison between the
paper and the readership, advocating for read-
ers. In this column, I'll try to cover concerns
that have been raised recently about The Tech,
both from without and from within, as well as
my own views on how The Tech could use
improvement. I come to this position from
being a Critical Reader, rather than someone
previously involved in The Tech; I hope to
retain my external critical perspective.

At present, the world of journalism is
abuzz with the news of the plagiarism on the
part of former New York Times reporter
Jayson Blair, who falsified dozens of articles
(see Sunday's New York Times); Blair’s fraud
makes us all rethink our trust of what we read
in print, and makes us question the legitimacy
of the journalistic establishment. The conse-
quences of his fabrications were greater than
simply misinforming the Times' readers. It
seems an opportune time for The Tech to reex-
amine its own credibility and to consider
strongly the opinions of the readership.

There is fair latitude assigned to the posi-
tion of Ombudsman. Many established news-
papers such as The Boston Globe and Wash-
ington Post have Ombudsmen; for more
information, interested readers may consult

I'd like to respond to some recent issues
that have been some source of feedback to
The Tech; The Tech generally does not print
responses to letters, so many negative letters
appear to go unanswered. In the future, expect
this column to have more timely and detailed
responses; this issue’s column is my attempt
at the backlog (mindful of limited space).

April 18 [“Advertising Question™]: Brad
Friedman G asks why The Tech donated space
for a Navy recruitment ad in the April 15
issue. In short: last-minute oversight. Public
service announcements are placed to fill space
by the Production department, without direct
oversight from others. Previously, because of

exactly these concerns, the editor in chief and

the Production department had decided not to
run military recruitment PSAs, but this one
was placed accidentally. “Oops.”

April 25 [“A complaint™]: Richard Bar-
balace 97 writes, concerned both about the
omission of a “:)” from quoted electronic
communication and the lack of verification of
the quote with him [“Matchup Participants
File Many Complaints,” April 18]. The issue
of quoting electronic communication (espe-
cially quoting zephyrs sent to public zephyr
classes) will be further addressed in a future
column. Richard was not contacted due to
deadline pressure (the quote went in around
10pm), but The Tech is very concerned about
quoting sources accurately. Here, the reporter
considered the issue and concluded the *:)”
was not integral to the meaning. Reasonable
people disagree on this, and personally I think
the emoticon (“smiley”) was important, but
it’s easy to see how not everyone can take the
same meaning away. Reader response on this
subject is strongly encouraged.

May 2 [“A Rebuttal from Mech E”]: Pro-
fessor Neville Hogan writes concerning factu-
al errors in an Opinion piece published on
April 25, suggesting the facts should have
been checked prior to publication. The perti-
nent editors agree, and in fact, The Tech did
recognize that it was appropriate to fact-check
in this case, and multiple man-hours were
spent doing so. Unfortunately, in hindsight, it
is apparent that the level of fact-checking
applied was insufficient. This has been a
learning experience for The Tech, and the edi-
tors intend more fact-checking in similar
future cases.

May 6 [“A Capella Article Unnecessary™]:
William T. Hafer 03 questions why The Tech
published the April 29 article [“Talks on Stu-
dio Access Get Tense”], noting the lack of
direct quotes and the reluctance of a capella
groups to speak to The Tech. As Ombudsman,
I don’t know if I can stress how important it is
for The Tech to print news regardless of the
cooperation of the principals; otherwise, The
Tech is allowing external parties to control
whether or not it publishes, questioning the
independence of its journalism. Talking to the
reporter of this article, he points out that the
article broke news to a capella groups that was
quite pertinent to their contract negotiations. It
raised important questions that had not been
considered by many of the participants. | think
the article was both timely and beneficial.

The Ombudsman welcomes your feedback,
to p@the-tech.mit.edu| The opinions in this
column are his own.

Nostalgia R edux

Arjun R. Narayanswamy

Fourteen months ago, I wrote a column
[“The Obsessive Beaver,” March 1, 2002] that
looked back at my MIT career and a bit for-
ward to the future. | took a stab at a question
that was bothering me at the time: “What does
it mean to be an MIT graduate?” I spoke of the
reputation of the college, our myth of the
“hard-working, hard-drinking engineer” and
the advantages our degrees give us in a
depressed job market. I lamented the tendency
of college kids to take themselves too serious-
ly, the outside world too lightly and to be com-
plicit in MIT’s systemically weak humanities
program. That piece should have been titled
“Nostalgia.”

What has changed for me since then? Quite
a bit. I graduated, losing my undergrad status
(with associated institutional mollycoddling). 1
moved off-campus and lost the dormitory envi-
ronment (with associated pluses and minuses).
I clean my own bathroom, and sometimes I
cook my own food. And I went through a
bruising series of interviews trying to find a job
in the worst employment market in 40 years. |
think T have a better idea of what it means to be
an MIT graduate, both positively and norma-
tively speaking. So let me revise myself from a
year ago. What does it mean to be an MIT
graduate?

First up — if there’s one thing that I think
the world expects of MIT graduates, it is tech-
nical excellence. We know our stuff. People
know we know our stuff. We know people
know we know our stuff. Hallelujah to that.
MIT equals technical excellence. .

Secondly, I often hear talk of us as “leaders

of the world.” While it's easy to dismiss it as
“Sloan-speak,” it is important that every stu-
dent in this school (including the ones that
think MIT is beating down on them right now)
understand it, and really believe it. In the grand
scheme of things, we are really, really fortu-
nate. We have things we can do — in our lives,
and in the lives of the people around us — that
are tremendously exciting.

I wrote about how MIT produces “builders™
and not “thinkers”. However, the world of the
future requires a particular kind of technical
and entrepreneurial leadership that 1 think we
develop very well at MIT. Ways to make better
drugs, faster computers, cheaper eye-glasses,
better projectors. Pioneering research work.
Stunning educational initiative (Project Athena
and OpenCourseWare). Not as high-flying as
Kofi Annan SM '72 perhaps. Nor as schmaltzy
as Mr. Gates or Mr. Ellison. But, as my fresh-
man advisor loved to say, technology moves so
fast today that the landscape of many ethical
debates of the future will be shaped by scien-
tists, technologists and entrepreneurs. People
like me and you will always flirt with the man-
tle of leadership — why not actively pick it up?

Okay, let’s take stock. So far, MIT equals
technical excellence plus leadership. What else
could being an MIT graduate mean?

Let me take a normative position now.
Graduating from a prestigious school such as
ours should mean a sense of global social
responsibility. For better or worse, the educa-
tional institutions of the United States of Amer-
ica are the intellectual capitals of the world.
People who come here (especially for graduate
school) are not the brightest kids in Nebraska,
or in the U.S.A. They are the brightest kids in
the whole wide world.

I'll admit here that my perspective is
skewed by being a student from a developing
country, but sitting in the freezing rain of Com-
mencement last June, listening to the much-
reviled James Wolfensohn of the World Bank
speak, there was a message that I hope every-
body — the students, the parents, the protest-
ers, the troops in riot-gear — a message that |
hope everybody caught.

Wolfensohn said that the challenge facing
the MIT class of 2002 was “the challenge of
global equity.” It’s hard to argue with this
logic. The last year has seen military actions
in Iraq and Afghanistan in reaction to events
in New York. A SARS epidemic has threat-
ened people in China, in Russia, and in Cana-
da. We live in a world that’s significantly
more global than even the one | saw as a
freshman in 1998. We're all in this together
but it’s stunning how far apart we actually are.
As economist Joseph Stiglitz sometimes says,
the cows of Europe are better off than millions
and millions of starving people in Asia and
Africa. There is hunger today, significant
amounts of it, even in the United States. Is
this really a good state of the world? Is it
something that we should accept?

I'm not going to make a call for self-sacri-
ficing martyrs here. However, it would be won-
derful if every graduate at Commencement
could keep alive this one spark, this one tiny bit
of hope that the world could be a better place to
live in, and that it does lie in our hands to make
that happen. MIT must equal technical excel-
lence plus leadership plus global social respon-
sibility. And that’s my hope for the Class of
2003.

Arjun R. Narayanswamy G is a member of
the class of 2002.

A Worrisome Encounter with the INS

Bilal Zuberi

I am writing this so others, especially stu-
dents from countries whose male citizens
have to specially register with the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service, will not end
up facing the kind of situation I recently
faced. ]

My name is Bilal Zuberi and T am a citi-
zen of Pakistan. I am completing my gradu-
ate studies at MIT and am expected to defend
my Ph.D. thesis next month. My research
advisor, a Nobel Laureate in Chemistry,
recently invited me to join a field research
campaign on air pollution in Mexico City
along with a team of 150 researchers from
the US, Europe and Mexico. I had an unfor-
tunate encounter with U.S. immigration offi-
cials at the culmination of this research trip,
an account of which is

with a law firm — and informed them of the
situation. I wanted to know if I could do some
paperwork while in Mexico City to let the INS
know I had no intentions of breaking any reg-
ulation and that I had indeed tried my best to
comply with INS requirements. My lawyer
tried to find out more information but was told
that all my hopes depended upon the person
who would interview me and that she should
prepare for posting bail and/or petitioning
against the INS (now called Bureau of Cus-
toms and Border Patrol in the Department of
Homeland Security) if | was detained or
denied entry.
I arrived at the Newark airport on May 5th.
I was not allowed to use a cell-phone and
could not get in touch with my lawyers and
friends who were frantically waiting to hear
from me. | informed the immigration officer
about my experience at the time of departure,
and showed letters

shared here to help
other students.

I was expected to
fly out to Mexico City
from Boston on a Con-
tinental flight wvia
Newark at 6:30 am on
March 27th 2003. As a
male citizen of Pak-
istan, I had specially
registered in the Boston
offices of the INS in
January and remembered being told at that
time to arrive at the departure terminal at
least five to six hours in advance for interna-
tional flights. Hence, on the day of my flight,
I arrived at Logan Airport at 12:30 a.m., but
found the airport deserted at that time of the
night, except for the custodial staff. I was
perplexed why the INS had asked me to
come in early when the airport wasn't even
open five to six hours before early morning
flights.

Knowing that the INS offices were closed,
I called the airline toll-free number and asked
if they knew what citizens of Pakistan were
expected to do. The answer I got from a
rather confident male voice on the phone was
that if the INS wished to speak to me they
would stop me either in Boston or Newark
and that the only important thing was to reg-
ister when I reentered the country. At
Newark, I asked the staff in the transit lounge
the same question and 1 got a similar answer.
Hence, 1 flew onwards to Mexico City, not
knowing that I was in violation of an INS
regulation the moment I crossed the border
without getting an “exit interview” done with
the INS.

A few days after arriving in Mexico City, 1
received an e-mail about another student who
was denied entry by the INS for not having
had an “exit interview” done. I read the e-mail
in disbelief, realizing that I was stuck in a
similar situation. I immediately called my
lawyers in Boston — luckily I had contacts

Students who have registered with
the INS should read the
information packets that were
- handed out carefully and double

check their responsibilities.

from my advisor
attesting that he
was personally
aware of my efforts
to find the INS
since he had driven
with me to the air-
port to drop me off.
None of that made
any difference to
my case, and I was
taken inside for a
more thorough investigation.

What followed bordered on a criminal
interrogation. The officer seemed aggressive
and agitated that he had to deal with my case.
1 had to repeat my story several times and
even though he took notes, it did not seem to
register with him. I was scolded for listening
to advice from the airline, and was repeatedly
told that I may not be allowed entry because |
was a violator of INS regulations. At onpe
point he even tried to make me confess to
breaking an INS law intentionally, but fortu-
nately, thanks to legal advice, I did not com-
ply. I kept repeating that I did not intend to
break any law and that | had tried to get as
much information as possible to make an
informed decision. Fortunately, I did not lose
my calm during this process, even though it
was quite unnerving, and tried to talk him
into at least listening to me patiently. He gave
up upon my persistence, and informed me
that his boss would make a final decision on
me.

I was expecting a deportation when the
officer came back after a brief meeting with
his boss and announced that this was my
“damn lucky day”. I was being given the ben-
efit of the doubt and was allowed to enter the
country. God only knows what worked, but
the decision depended on the whim of this
one person and his boss, and I was not sent
back to Pakistan weeks before my thesis
defense. I was told that a note was made in
my records about this and that any other

infraction of INS regulations would result in
permanent denial of entry! 1 only thanked
God for getting me out of this mess and
breathed a sigh of relief.

What followed was tenuous logistics of
special registration. Because of what appeared
as a glitch in the registration software, I had to
go through the entire special registration
again: name, address, parents’ info, friends’
info, credit cards, finger prints etc. The
process took nearly three and a half hours and
I missed my flight to Boston, but [ was just
glad I was not deported.

Needless to say, the message to be derived
from my experience is to be extremely vigi-
lant about immigration laws. Students who
have registered earlier with the INS should
read the information packets that were handed
out carefully and double check their responsi-
bilities. Nobody should take these regulations
lightly and one must not listen to any outside
advice, other than the advice of the INS. The
airlines are continuing to misinform their pas-
sengers and are to be least trusted. It is the
responsibility of the traveler to make sure they
get an INS exit interview, and not the INS’s
responsibility to be available at a given time.
In certain cases, it may mean flying into the
port of departure up to a day early to comply
with the exit interview requirement. I was told
by the INS staff at Newark that even if my
ticket costs $10,000 and T had 10 connecting
flights taking me to my final destination, I
should not leave the country without complet-
ing the exit interview requirement. One can
always take a later plane, or deal with the
hardships of awkward travel times, but if a
person leaves without the exit interview, it can
seriously endanger the possibility of returning
to the U.S. As per my experience at MIT, uni-
versities are least equipped to handle such
cases and perhaps its not a bad idea to already
have a lawyer in mind whom you can contact
in case of any emergency. | know most stu-
dents have not thought of this and in times of
crisis, they would be glad they thought of all
these issues in advance. The purpose of this
note is not to scare people and raise unneces-
sary fear, but to caution and to increase
awareness about the severity of the situation.

Finally, I can only repeat that during these
difficult times when the Department of Home-
land Security regulations seem complex, tir-
ing, ever-changing and confusing, individuals
from countries who are under tough surveil-
lance should make it a priority to be extremely
careful to comply with the regulations. Unfor-
tunately, the penalty system is not proportion-
al to the mistake when the “one strike and you
are out” policy is being followed. While some
of us continue to raise awareness and work on
correcting biased, un-implementable and ill-
structured laws, it is our duty to comply with
all laws and regulations while we are visitors
in this country.

Bilal Zuberi is a graduate student in the
Department of Chemistry.
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STUDENT INFORMATION PROCESSING BOARD

Summer is almost upon us, and with it comes the mass
exodus of students from MIT. This last column of the term
covers accessing e-mail, Athena space, and other MIT ser-
vices remotely.

Question: How can I check my e-mail over the summer?

Answer: While not at MIT, you can access your e-mail
in the same way you would at MIT. If you take your com-
puter home with you, all the programs you use for e-mail
will function the same way they would at MIT.

If you need to, you can download MIT-supported e-mail
clients and utilities from [iffp-77web.mil_edwsojiwares] You
can also refer to the November 8, 2002 Ask SIPB column,
available on our Web site (URL below) for more information
about configuring e-mail clients.

If you prefer, you can also check your mail through the
Web using Webmail, at fiifp-77webmailmir.ediv- 1his may be
the easiest option if you are using a computer other than
your own, without the appropriate software, or that is not
configured to check your MIT mail already.

Question: What should I check if my outgoing mail does-
n't work?

Answer: Some ISPs (Internet Service Providers) may pre-
vent you from sending outgoing mail through servers other
than their own. In these cases, you should replace outgo-
ing.mit.edu with your ISP's mail server. For more informa-
tion, see
fatip /rweb.mit. edw/ts/help/email/commercialisp. htmi)

Some ISPs will also check the “From:” line of e-mail,
and prevent you from sending from any account other than
your e-mail address for that ISP. In such cases, you can set
the “From:™ to be your e-mail address for that ISP, and the
“Reply-to:" field to be your MIT account.

Question: How can I forward my e-mail to a different
address?

Answer: With the chpobox command, you can forward
your mail to any other e-mail address you may have.

To simply forward mail, with no copy left on your MIT
post office box, use:

athena% chpobox
else.com

If you wish to instead forward a copy, and leave a copy of
all mail you receive in your MIT box, use the same com-

-s account@somewhere-

Ask SIPB

mand, but with a capital S instead of the lowercase s, as fol-
lows:

athena% chpobox
else.com

To restore your mail settings to receiving mail only in
your MIT mailbox, use

athenat® chpobox -p

Any changes you make may take up to one day to propa-
gate to the mail hubs.

You can check the current status of mail forwarding by
using athena% chpobox by itself. For more details on the
chpobox command, you can type athena$ man chpobox.

When you do forward mail, please make sure you do not
forward mail to an address that forwards mail to your MIT
account, This will create a long cycle of mail forwarding,
and will also quickly fill up your mailboxes. For example, if
your forwards mail to your
account and an account somewhere else, do not set you.r
[@mit.edy account to forward to your [
account. Your account elsewhere will qmckly fill up, and
anyone sending you messages will get numerous bounce
messages.

Also, if you split your mail, be sure to check your MIT
mail occasionally too. If you do not do so, you may eventual-
ly exceed your mail quota, causing messages to bounce.

-5 account@somewhere-

Question: How can | have a vacation message sent to
people who send me e-mail?

Answer: MIT has recéntly started offering an e-mail auto-
responder, also known as a vacation e-mail reply. When this
feature is activated, people who send you mail will automati-
cally receive a message of your choice, telling them, for
example, that you are on vacation, and won’t be checking
your e-mail until a certain date.

To activate this feature, go to [iffpz7/web.mil.edwmail]
auto-responder/. Instructions for setting it up can be found
there.

The auto-responder is designed to answer e-mail
addressed specifically to you, and not to mailing lists you
may be on. Keep in mind, however, that some lists (and
some spam) do address messages to individual e-mail
addresses, and that if you turn this feature on, auto-replies
may be sent.

Question: How Iong will my Athena account and e-mml
address remain actwe aﬁér graduatmg?’

. Answer: Accounts of graduating students will not be
deactivated until at least 5 weeks into the next term. For
seniors graduating this term, this means that accounts will
not be deactivated until at least five weeks into the Fall 2003
When your account is deactivated, all three of these hap-
pen at the same time:

1) You will be unable to login to athena.dialup.mit.edu or
other Athena systems

2) Anyone trying to access your web page on
web.mit.edu or Wwwimitedd will receive an error saying
that the web page cannot be found

3) All messages to your @mit.edu e-mail address will
bounce, regardless of whether you previously set up forward-
ing with chpobox.

T'ixeﬁlesmyowmhcuahomedmorymllbekcptan
additional 3 months for backup purposes, but you will not be
able to access them freely.

Question: How can [ register my alumni e-mail account?

Answer: Graduating students can activate
e-mail accounts, in addition to other online services, at
In addition, current undergraduates
can also register for [Zalum.mitedy accounts, though some
services like e-mail forwarding may not be available until

after graduation.

Question: How can I access and backup my Athena
account?

Answer: You can access your Athena account and files
through a number of methods. To get a shell, you can use
SSH (Secure Shell). To transfer files, you can use Kerberized
FTP (File Transfer Protocol), SFTP (Secure FTP), or SCP
(Secure Copy). Note that for security reasons, telnet and FTP
(File Transfer Protocol) are not supported. Use any, of these
protocols to connect to athena.dialup.mit.edu, or another
Athena machine of your choice.

See the January 15, 2003 column for more details.

Good luck on your final projects and exams! If you have
any questions or comments over the summer, or any other
time, feel free to e-mail us at[Fipb@mit.edu|

We'll try to answer you quickly, and we might address
your question in our next column. Copies of each column
and po

() Py ¥ 3 - ¥ e 2

ointers to additional information will be posted on our
| Web site[htip://www.mit.edw/~asksipb/. =

Gadget Review

C-Pen Text Scanner and Translator

By Kailas Narendran

COLUMNIST

The CPen is an innovative product that lit-
erally puts the power of optical character
recognition (OCR) at your fingertips. It’s a
compact device, about the size of a cigar that
can scan, translate, and store text. It even talks
to your computer over the serial or infrared
port, so you can use it as a hand held scanner
when you're at home or store stuff for later
download when you're on the move.

The CPen has a feature that allows you to
install dictionaries though you have to pur-
chase those separately. Two dictionaries can fit
on the device at a time so you can do word-by-
word translation to or from a language. The
device is capable of being an address book that
synchronizes with Microsoft Outlook. The
CPen also has a sketchy ancillary function that
allows you to write with 1t as if it was a pen,
and it will translate the strokes to letters.

First thing’s first, and impressive

I love the CPen’s compact and stylish design.
It is comfortable to hold and use for an extend-
ed period of time. The interface is easy to use
and understand, letting you hit the ground run-
ning right after you take it out of the box. The
computer interface is clean and functional. Even
though it communicates over the serial port, it's
pretty fast since you're only transmitting text.

C-PEN TEXT SCANNER AND TRANSLATOR
Pros

» Works great on most text
= Nice software interface
* Easy to use, compact, comfortable
design
Cons
* Has a harder time with nonstandard
fonts and colors

= Some of the auxiliary functionality
is not very useful

The CPen’s adeptness at its primary func-
tion — scanning text — is impressive. With a
little practice, you can quickly scan in pages
and pages of printed, black and white text.
1500 pages can be stored in the memory of
the 600c model. If you're next to your com-
puter, you can also scan it directly in via the
serial interface. You can move the pen very
quickly and still pick up text with no prob-
lems. The text needs to be around the size of
standard newspaper or book print for the pen
to pick it up with optimal accuracy.

When in the dictionary mode, the pen
allows you to scan a word and look up its defi-
nition. The device is fast and lookup takes a

minimal amount of time. You get a free Eng-
lish dictionary with the pen, and can buy more
dictionaries online. The supported languages
are limited to those of Europe (mostly Western
European, but there are also some Eastern
European languages).

The pen doesn’t work very well on colored
text. There are settings that improve the accu-
racy on inverted text, but it’s still a far cry
from the accuracy on black and white. The
CPen isn’t designed to recognize handwriting.

Auxiliary Fancies

The CPen comes with a couple of features
that seem to be thrown in just because the
designers felt they could. There’s support for
an address book of up to 150 entries. I found
this feature pretty hard to use, as the interface
for the pen is designed for a scanner, not a
PDA. The device also allows you to “write”
with it as if it was a pen, and it recognizes the
motion and translates it to a letter on screen.

The writing process is slow, and it’s often
easier to just delete and re-scan rather than
trying to fix OCR mistakes with the writing
functionality. While these extra programs
don’t detract from functionality, I don’t think
they add a whole lot.

$.02
If you spend a lot of time taking notes

from printed text, this could be the device for
you. It gives you quite a bit of functionality
for the size. You can get the 600C, the cheap-
est model that’s portable, and the one reviewed
for this article, for $180.

If you are looking for a tethered scanner,
you can get the CPen 10 for $120. Since the
company is in Europe, they don’t really sell
much in the United States, and it’s hard to
price shop this side of the pond. If you’re not
in a hurry, you should check eBay first, as 1
found some good deals there. You can find out
more information, including product distribu-
tors, at[aiffp./7www.cpen.com/]

How Do You
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‘Reloaded’— Take the Red Pill (Again )

Matrix’ Version 2.0: Visual Effects Are Stronger, Faster

By Kevin Der

ASSOCIATE ARTS EDITOR

The Matrix Reloaded

Written and Directed by Andy Wachowski and
Larry Wachowski

Starring Keanu Reeves, Laurence Fishburne,
and Carrie-Anne Moss

Rated R

hat is The Matrix Reloaded? Con-

trol. Hyped. Perhaps overhyped.

You have to see it for yourself.

I’m not quite sure what to make of
it yet. Before seeing it, I thought-to myself
with a certain degree of seriousness, “You
know, it might not be that good.” 1 was so
wrong. Mostly.

It was as good as the original Matrix, for
sure — and coming from someone who
knows that the lobby scene is Chapter 29, that
is no flimsy compliment. So, what happens in
this sequel? In a sentence, Neo has to save
Zion before the machines can destroy it.
Enough said. For me, 1 guess understanding
the sequel’s story was a lot like trying to fig-
ure out the first Marrix. It wasn’t completely
clear the first time I saw the original, and
that’s what’s going on here. Certain things,
certain mysteries that went unanswered in The
Matrix are explained in Reloaded, and some
of them are complicated and come as a sur-
prise. Putting it all together might take multi-
ple viewings, not that you won’t see it over
and over anyway.

Sadly, there are still some awful
moments of dialogue, mostly between Neo
and Trinity. “Do you want to talk?” “I need
you.” “I love you.” They're somewhat
painful during delivery, but as the moment
passes, they’re forgotten as soon as the bul-
lets start flying.

The visuals are, for the most part, amaz-
ing. What’s seen in the trailers is just the tip
of the iceberg. I certainly wasn’t prepared
for it. Neo’s skills now include flying, and
Morpheus can actually take on an agent
now. Simply put, there’s a lot of fights. I
was disappointed with a
certain scene that was
completely computer gen-
erated; in a few places it
was obvious and a tad
unconvincing.

There are more refer-
ences to religion and
mythology to fuel those
who loved analyzing the
first film: new characters
with names like Perse-
phone and Merovingian,
for example. There's more
philosophy. The shot of
Morpheus giving a speech
to all of Zion has a some-
what obvious connotation.
And the Neo-is-Christ
notion is extended even
further, an allegory that

someone with no more than a rudimentary
knowledge of religion such as myself should
be able to grasp. I thought that was a brilliant
part of The Matrix, and it was particularly
admirable of the Wachowski brothers to
make The Matrix a better film for the cul-
tured. But that’s not why | kept watching it
over and over. The Matrix has replay value
because it’s awesome entertainment. And
The Matrix Reloaded takes that to the next
level.

Here are a few things in store for you that
will make The Martrix seem like Battlefield

Earth. A car chase almost thirty minutes in
length, filmed on a two-mile stretch of high-
way custom-built for the shoot. Ghostly
white-clad twins with dreadlocks who can
phase out at will within the Matrix. A Chinese
guy who holds his own against Neo. The Big
Brawl.

And your definition of the word
cliffhanger will change when you see how
Reloaded ends. You'll beat the armrests in
frustration, pissed off that Revolutions does-
n't come out until November. Be sure to
stick around after the credits, because there's
a Revolutions trailer at the end that will just
make you thirstier. Even I wouldn’t spoil
that for you. Whether you’ll want Revolu-
tions or Return of the King more, you'll have
to endure a summer of crappy sequels and
comic book films before you get to the good
stuff.

o)

WARNER BROS

Neo (Keanu Reeves) is a fighting machine in The Matrix Reloaded.

CONCERT REVIEW

Caich Me, I'm

Fainiting

The Faint Rocks Show Without Statue Molestation

By Petar Simich
| STAFF WRITER

The Faint, Les Savy Fav, Schneider TM
Roxy

May 11, 8 p.m.

he night at the Roxy turned out to be

a mix of “When the heck are these

guys gonna get off the frickin stage?”

and “Wait, they’re doing an encore
already?” The first group to submit itself to
the crowd was Schneider TM, a German
techno/dance/pop/other stuff outfit fronted
by Dirk Dresselhaus, who I could have
sworn was British because of his Bernard
Sumner (of New Order) crooning. This
proves the old adage: if you need someone to
play a foreigner and it doesn’t matter if you
need a Spaniard, Russian, or Indian, get a
Brit to_do, it since all foreign accents sound
like British. Isle accents. Sean Connery in
The Hunt For Red October, need 1 say more?

Dresselhaus and his two balding, glasses-
wearing assistants put on an interesting
show, but not interesting enough to buy an
album. Dressed in white lab coats, they were
constantly tweaking little knobs and doo-
dads and hitting cymbals and drum pads to
create a constant clattering of sound. None
of their songs made me jump. They did a
cover of a Smiths song to which several
audience members screamed out their
approval. From my calculations, these
screaming audience members were 15-year-
old goth girls. After knob-twisting for about
five songs, Schneider TM wasn’t pushing
any of my buttons.

Oh man, let me tell you about the next
band, Les Savy Fav. The photographer and I
kept on guessing whether the balding guy
with the beard that was setting up the micro-
phone was a roadie or not. We knew pretty
quickly when he started shouting. This was
Tim Harrington at the reins. He is a nut.

Stage antics, included molesting a lion stat-
ue, jumping around with a frog umbrella,
and licking duct tape onto people’s faces
(don’t ask). And when he took off his shirt
... well, he’s not the type of guy
you really want to see shirtless.
Over all of his shouting, the
three other guys in the band put
out a heavy dose of post-punk,
in-your-face chaos, but overall,
their set seemed like it would
never end. They got boring pret-
ty fast. The only thing that kept
me awake was the anticipation
that an amp would topple onto
Harrington.

Finally, The Faint came
onstage, and the crowd went
wild. These five guys sounded
like they jumped out of the 80s.
Their brand of new wave pop,
complete with incredibly heavy
synthesizers and ‘that sound that
you never thought — but wished
— would die, infected everyone
and had them bouncing along to
the beats. Bassist Joel Petersen,
synthesist Jacob Thiele, who, as
someone pointed out, was com-
pletely in love with himself, and
guitarist Dapose looked like
Johnny Greenwoods: tall and
skinny, with mops on their heads.
Drummer Clark Baechle was pro-
ducing some excellent and pre-
cise beats with the smallest drum
kit I've seen. Somehow, it had a
small but very noticeable elec-
tronic bass drum. I would have
loved to have Dapose’s job; all he
did for each song was dance
around, look cool, play maybe a

the crowd scream.

Todd Baechle had the crowd at his finger-
tips with his singing and tight pants. Backed
by an incredible light and video display that
was in sync to the nanosecond with the band
— definitely the best I've ever seen — The
Faint plowed into one song after another with
the audience yelling for more. The greatest
reaction came from their powerful perfor-
mance of “Worked Up So Sexual,” my
favorite from- their 1999 album; Blank-Wave
Arcade. It unfortunately had a not-so-pleasant

visual component of flashing nipples on the
display screen. 1 already had my fill of that
from Les Savy Fav.

Heck, all of The Faint’s songs were power-
ful that night. Rarely have I seen a band with
as much energy as they had. The worst thing
of the evening was that it seemed like they
were on stage for half as long as Les Savy
Fav. 1 could have listened and danced to The
Faint all night long. I'm ready for their next
show, and I've even got the spandex and hair
gel at hand.

LIZ ZELINER—THE TECH

total of 20 seconds of guitar licks Todd Baechle, lead singer of The Faint, sings to a full house at the Roxy in Boston on Sunday
in a three minute song and make night. The Faint are on tour promoting their new CD, Danse Macabre Remixes.

Get the “bleep” out

of the cold!
Mexico/Caribbean
only 5125 one way,
all taxes included! .
(or you can get to Europe for

Meg Link{;

11:30am - 11:30 pm

5189 one way).

Book on line

WWW. lrechn. coim
(212) 219-7000.

s Lunch Buffet $5.95
Students Promoting Health at MIT Reasonably Priced Dinners
Find your nearest link at
<http~//web.mit.edwmedlinks/www>

Open Daily Except Monday

Royal Bengal (India)

Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

313 Mass. Ave,, Cambridge
(617) 491-1988
T:Red Line, Bus #1 - Central Square

Unique Bengaili fish dishes include
Paabda maachher jhol, Rui maachher
kalia, Moehar gauto, Shorshe llish

Take-out, platters, and catering available. Delivery with minimum order.
15% Discount on $30 (or more) order with MIT ID.
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CLASSICAL REVIEW

A Splendid Season Finale

David Alan Miller Brings Better Brahms to MITSO

By Bogdan Fedeles

STAFF WRITER

MIT Symphony Orchestra

David Alan Miller, guest conductor
Judith Gordon, piano

Kresge Auditorium

May 9. 8 p.m.

uest conductor David Alan Miller

brought a new face and look to the

MIT Symphony Orchestra for its

final concert of the season on Friday.
Sporting a contemporary shirt, Miller
arranged the orchestra in traditional style,
with the few cellists left in MITSO buried
where the second violins sit and the second
violins on the “cello side” of the stage.

The alternate arrangement of the orchestra
offers better balance and projection opportuni-
ties for winds and brass. Together with
Miller’s inspired conducting, the arrangement
of musicians contributed significantly to the
high quality of the performances.

The concert opened with Haydn's Sym-
phony No.44 in E minor, subtitled “Trauer”
(Mourning), a piece of remarkable directness
and force of expression. The faster move-
ments came out clean, convincing and intense,
sporting careful intonation in all registers,
along with good rhythmic drive and dynam-

ics. The orchestra captured the rage phase of

mourning, but lost some of the momentum
when conveying the resignation parts, depict-
ed in the slower movements. Here, the sound
lost intensity and clarity, especially in the
string sections. The hypnotic canon of the
menuetto was often drifting, while the sweet-
ness of the parallel thirds and sixths in the
Adagio was embittered by intonation issues.
Overall, however, Haydn's Symphony came
out as a solid performance. However, this was
not done without reinforcement of Institute
Professor John H. Harbison's commentary in

the last concert's program notes, which assert-
ed that Haydn’s music is especially challeng-
ing to play well.

The next piece, Harbison’s “Piano Con-
certo,” was the heart of the whole perfor-
mance. Written in 1978, this work is beautiful
example of good contemporary classical
music. Perhaps because the concerto was
“older than most of the people on stage,” as
Harbison put it, the piece was performed with
an intense feeling of familiarity and devotion.
The featured soloist, Judith Gordon, a
Boston-area musician, displayed both a fasci-
nating control of the piano and a sense of
familiarity with Harbison's music as well.
Her interpretation was precise, subtle, and
intense, highlighting the unpredictable and
unsettling nature of Harbison's musical lan-
guage.

Generally, the balance between the soloist
and orchestra was very good, allowing a nat-
ural change of focus from the piano’s winding
melodic episodes to the brass-heavy orchestral
tuttis. Gordon handled the cadenza superbly,
providing an accurate touch and expressive
attitude, but he gestured excessively, waving
his hands, mock conducting and foot tapping
in a way that proved to be distracting and way
too unconventional.

The second and final movement of the
concerto features a fresco of liveliness to
oppose the unsettling, improvisational nature
of the first movement. The three distinct
episodes are titled *March,” “Song,” and
“Dance,” according to the program notes.
The high-point of the whole movement was
reached at the end of the song — a transcen-
dent event — where the piano and the harp
engage in a short pianissimo duet. Harbi-
son’s marvelous demonstration that the cli-
max of the piece can also be its softest
moment is overwhelming and unforgettable.

The second half of the concert revisited

-
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Guest conductor David Alan Miller leads MITSO in Brahms’ Symphony No. 1 on Friday.

Brahms, who might have been demanding
justice after the pale performance he received
in the last MITSO concert. It happened that
this time MITSO got it right. Brahms’ Sym-
phony No. | had a memorable performance,
full of the pathos, intensity and romantism
required by Brahms’ works.

Conductor Miller had already prepared a
few surprises. First of all, the tempo of the
introduction, un poco sostenuto, was interpret-
ed with an emphasis on the un poco part;
though the tempo was much faster than usual,
in some odd way it worked, building a superb
momentum from which the Allegro flowed
naturally. The melody of the slow movement
came out somewhat sweetly and heartfelt, but
not quite heart-wrenchingly, mainly because
of the incongruous string section. Yet, the
intention of the music came out clearly, aided
in part by fantastic wind solos.

The pastoral third movement sounded
more involved and more filling, a very good
setup for the overwhelming finale. Here, the
apogee of the symphony received a brilliant
performance, with well-directed fervency and
tension.

The homn calls in particular sounded deci-
sive and majestic; in fact, the whole brass sec-
tion delivered a wonderful performance.
Miller’s intention to probe the limits of the
allegro non troppo was evident, yet the per-
formance — while fast — didn’t sound
rushed. In an attempt to rejuvenate the long
and anticlimactic coda, Miller pressed the
tempo in the end, getting too loud too quickly.
Nevertheless, this novel approach is not with-
out rewards, the end result being brilliant.

Given the ascending curve it followed dur-
ing this year, we can hopefully expect even
better performances from MITSO next year.

CLASSICAL REVIEW

A Rhapsody of Winds

Wind Ensemble Excels In Classical Masterpieces

By Bogdan Fedeles
STAFF WRITER

MIT Wind Ensemble
Fred Harris, conductor
Jonathan Lee, piano
Kresge Auditorium
May 10, 8 p.m.

aturday night was the MIT Wind
Ensemble’s turn to gather classical
music enthusiasts for an unusual con-
cert featuring 20th and 21st century
music. The novelty of some of the pieces pre-
sented Brian Robison’s Congress of the
Insomniacs (2003), Michael Gandolfi’s Vien-
tos y Tangos (2002) and Jason Pelc’s '06
Ronde (2001) — was balanced by some well-
established masterpieces — R.R.Bennett’s
Symphonic Songs (1957) and Gershwin’s
Rhapsody in Blue (1924). Although the level
of the performances didn’t soar, the concert
was enjoyable and enthusiastically received
by the audience.
When it comes to completely novel music,
I try to find meaning before I judge the origi-
nality of approach. Every musical piece
should at least justify itself when performed.
Masterpieces do even more, they establish
new meanings. But in any event, music
shouldn’t be just a pure exercise of whim, try-
ing to find an original way of expression just
because it hasn’t been found yet. | think that

contemporary music should justify better its
boisterous adventures before raising any
claims beyond the status of etude or exercise.
At least, this was my impression of the world
premiere presented by MITWE last Saturday,
Brian Robison’s The Congress of the Insomni-
acs.

According to the scarce liner notes, the
piece is rather complex. It features eight
soloists vaguely resembling a Baroque con-
certo grosso, but draws its musical substance
from minimalism, jazz, and every other kind
of music in between and too hard to classify.
The piece starts with an ephemeral intro, sus-
tained in the whole ensemble, to which the
soloists add random notes here and there. An
episode follows in which the soloists are fea-
tured alone, in some sort of recitative initiated
by the flute. After some louder whirl in the
tutti, a similar episode features the vibraphone
and marimba and after some more agitation
ends with a vibraphone hit. The piece certain-
ly suggests the randomness of insomniacs
wandering and stumbling around, but comes
short of coming together as a beautiful musi-
cal experience in the more familiar sense.
MITWE did a decent job in performing this
complicated piece, although it did look like
they were not completely comfortable with it.

Michael Gandolfi’s piece, Vientos y Tan-
gos (Winds and Tangos) sounds more
approachable, partly due to his stated inspira-

tion source: the classical tango. The piece
flows better, but fails to be completely fulfill-
ing because of its unclear transitions and anti-
climactic ending. MITWE played this piece
more vigorously, with ensemble cohesion and
more exact phrasing. The dynamic contrasts
between various tango episodes were high-
lighted and the rhythmic drive was well sus-
tained. Percussion surprises were delightful
and naturally integrated, including unusual
devices such as hand clapping and foot tap-
ping. Aside from its unconvincing ending, the
piece was enjoyable and well performed.

A surprise in the program was Jason
Pelc’s piece, Rondo for clarinet quintet. The
piece is beautifully tonal, simplistic, and con-
cise, yet it lacks any vital force. The romantic
theme is melodious but fails to become fasci-
nating because of its conventional treatment.
This is a Rondo and we get to hear the theme
three times; it sounds the same every time.
The two episodes are more interesting, but
not without problems. The first one lingers
too long near the home key. The second fea-
tures an overly abrupt contrast and, while its
agitated character is convincing, sounds like a
different piece. This is not to say that Rondo
is a bad piece. On the contrary, the piece is
cute and correctly written, a perfect example
of an A+ final project Harmony & Counter-
point. The performance it received was good,
but it could have been better. The clarinet
quintet expressed the romanticism of the
piece well, with good dynamics and phrasing,
but fell a bit short of the ensemble sound and
cohesion.

The new music wasn’t really the high
point of the evening. It is still the estab-
lished masterpieces that make us appreciate
the absolute beauty of classical music. The

evening opened with Robert Russell Ben-
nett’s Symphonic Songs (1957), a suite of
dances and songs that show the composer’s
predilection for melody and the Broadway
sound. The first movement, “Serenade,”
opened with jazzy chords and rhythms. It
was lively but lacked cohesjon. The softer
middle section sounded better, well prompt-
ing the vibrant, concise ending. The dream-
ing “Spiritual” was well interpreted — warm
and heartfelt — with good dynamics. Final-
ly, “Celebration™ came out exuberant, with
good rhythmic drive and savory, jazzy
effects in the brass. Overall, Bennett’s piece
was well played and thus uplifting and
enjoyable.

The end of the program featured the most-
awaited Rhapsody in Blue, featuring Jonathan
Lee G as piano soloist, and a few other non-
wind instruments such as violins and string
bass. The clarinet opening sequence was han-
dled well, but a bit shy and without vigor. The
tutti’s initially sounded calculated and a bit
heavy but eventually fell into place. Lee
offered a great performance of the difficult
piano part of the rhapsody. His playing was
witty, refined, and lively, but oversaturated
with head shakes, especially in the slow, lyri-
cal parts. Finally, the piano cadenza near the
end of the piece highlighted Lee’s accurate
technique and virtuosity, eventually rendering
the whole performance brilliant and fulfilling.
The intense ovations and applause that fol-
lowed were just a justification for that.

And now, quo vadis? Modern music has
certainly some very good leads to follow and
young talented people to struggle with them.
MIT Wind Ensemble has a great potential to
deliver good music, old and new, in remark-
able performances.
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A Century in the Making

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum Celebrates Anniversary with Exhibit

By Jacqueline 0'Connor

STAFF WRITER

The Making of the Museum,.A Centennial
Exhibition

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum

Until Aug. 21

ucked away behind the vast spread of

the Museum of Fine Arts and pro-

tected from the bustle of Huntington

Avenue, the Isabella Stewart Gardner
Museum is a little piece of paradise hidden
away in a corner of southern Boston. The
grand house stands cloaked in vines and sur-
rounded by a tall wall that protects the trea-
sures inside. Despite its mysterious outside,
this museum, which holds an impressive col-
lection of art and artifacts spanning hun-
dreds of years, serves as a cultural haven for
the city of Boston.

This summer, the museum has focused its
special exhibit on the creation of the museum
and Isabella Stewart Gardner’s role in the
growth of this unique galll:ry The exhibit,
which focuses on the entire g W
process from the museum’s |
inspiration to the comple- |
tion of construction,
includes diaries and letters |
of Gardner as well as pho-
tographs, blueprints, arti- §&
facts and quotes from
friends during the time of
construction. Each is well-
documented and shows an
intimate side to the muse-
um and its creator.

Upon entering the
exhibit, the first wall has
large copies of the blue-
prints for the museum and
a quote from the diary of §
architect Willard T. Sears.
The quote describes Gard-
ner’s integral and some-
times forceful role in
building the museum, her
frank rejection of some of
the plans, and and even her
firing of some’ of the |
masons. This striking
opening to the exhibit sets |
the tone: Isabella Stewart |
Gardner, despite her forth-

cared very much about the museum and its
benefits for the people of Boston.

In addition to letters, blueprints and
newspaper articles about the building of the
museum, this collection also includes many
of Gardner’s scrapbooks, sketches, family
photographs and miniatures by her artist
friends including John Singer Sargent and
Ralph Curtis. The scrapbooks were the most
interesting part of the collection because
they revealed the influences that shaped the
museum. The pages showed papyrus from
Egypt and watercolors from China as well as
written entries about each place.

Isabella Stewart Gardner’s travels heavi-
ly influenced her collection and the architec-
ture of the museum. Her travels to Italy
inspired the columns and arches in the walls
of the magnificent courtyard, and visits to
Asia gave her ideas about plants and flowers
that show in the outdoor gardens at the
museum. In addition to the architecture, the
art itself follows themes from her experi-
ences.

The most striking part of this museum,
though, is the vastness of the art. It does not
only hang on the walls but is integrated into
every aspect of the house, the furniture and
the architecture. The special exhibit high-
lights her relationship with Bernard Bereson,
a young yet enterprising art critic who was
instrumental in the growth of her collection.
He worked tirelessly to find the perfect
pieces to add to the collection while she
used her amazing sense of taste and design
to put it into a comprehensive museum col-
lection.

A visit to this museum is like no other. It
is overwhelming to see the number of price-
less treasures so beautifully arranged within
the walls of this cultural oasis. The special
exhibit adds to the experience by providing
a detailed history of the museum and all its
charm. Isabella Stewart Gardner’s dream of
creating a unique cultural experience has
certainly been realized, and will hopefully
stay vibrant for centuries and centuries to

come.

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM

right leadership tactics, The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, under construction clrca 1900.

Tkaruga: A Case Study in Old-School

Atari Revives the Joy of 2D Gaming

By Chad Serrant

STAFF WRITER

Tkaruga

Published by Atari

Made for the Nintendo Gamecube
Rated E for Everyone

$49.99

he technological leap from 2D to 3D
games was volatile. Challenge and
clever design were traded for flashy
graphics and loose controls. But there
are still a few diamonds in the rough that

manage to be incredibly challenging, pleasing
to the eyes, and well designed. karuga is one
of them.

The first hint of fkaruga's greatness is its
developer, Treasure. They have been known
for their quirky-yet-successful gameplay. The
second hint is the game’s genre: top-down
shooter. It’s the classic scenario where one
heroic spaceship goes up against a giant robot
armada. These games were quite popular
back in the day and they were also incredibly
difficult. Usually, the enemy would litter the
screen with shots and it would be up to the
player to dodge everything.

Tkaruga follows this trend
but it adds an interesting ingre-
dient to the mix: color. The
player’s ship is either light or
dark, and it can switch between
| the two on the fly. The enemies

| are also either light or dark, and
they shoot light or dark bullets.
The player can absorb bullets
of the same tone as the ship.

This dramatically changes
things. In a standard top-down
shooter, players are required

to avoid every single object on
| the screen. But in Jkaruga,
players only have to avoid half
of the objects. This is a good
thing, because now the design-
ers have an excuse to throw
even more projectiles. Players
have to switch colors con-
stantly to safely navigate
through enemy territory.
Absorbing bullets of the same
color also charges up the hom-
ing laser, so there are benefits
to absorbing shots.

Using the opposite color
has its benefits. The player

can deal double damage by hitting an enemy
ship with its opposite color.. This leads to an
intricate balance. Play it safe or kill it quick-
ly? The other strategy is chain combos. By
destroying three light or three dark enemies
in succession, more points are awarded. This
technique helps the hardcore rack up huge
amounts of points — and bragging rights —
and it also adds more challenge. Sure, you
can beat the game, but can you get the high
score?

Atari did a good job publishing Tkaruga
in North America. Because the game is a
port of an arcade game — and thus has dif-
ferent dimensions than a standard television
— the game has multiple display modes. The
disc also has recorded battles in slow motion.
For extras, it has added continues, art gal-
leries, and a bullet eater mode where one
must beat the game without firing a single
shot. It even has challenge mode, where
experts can get a password for their high
scores. They can enter the score on the Tkaru-
ga Web site <htip://ikaruga-atari.ner> and
compare it against other players.

The graphics are designed to get the job
done, and they do. There aren’t any bad tex-
tures or simplistic models, but at the same
time, there are not a lot of fancy — and
unnecessary — special effects. The color
scheme for the game works well, as the player
can always distinguish light objects from dark
objects.

The sound does what it is supposed to do
and nothing else. Shots, explosions, and big
lasers all sound appropriate. The music is
catchy and fits the genre very well.

Tkaruga took an old concept, added one
small feature, and the results are pure bliss.
This game is what old-school 2D gaming was
about. Good gameplay, functional visuals, and
a difficult yet satisfying experience. This
makes lkaruga the lost gem of 2D gaming.

RESTAURANT REVIEW

laliant

Ventures in
Food Fusion

Bamboa Resists Cuisine

Categorization
By Scott Lee
Bomboa

35 Stanhope St., (617) 236-6363

Hours: Tue.-Fri. 5:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m., Sat.
5:30

p.m.-midnight, Sun.-Mon. 5:30-10 p.m
Prices: 320-827. Three-course prix fixe for
$30.

hen Bomboa opened in Novem-
ber 1999, it billed itself as the
pinnacle of French-Brazilian cui-
sine. The last time I remember,
the Portuguese colonized Brazil, not France.
The only two things that these countries have
in common is the fact their great soccer
teams met in the world cup a few years ago.
The traditional paradigms of French fusion
cuisine — French-Vietnamese, French-Cam-
bodian, French-Japanese — have been suc-
cessful, but it just seemed like another dubi-
ous attempt at fusion that would not get
published in any physics journal, or, for that
matter, any food publication. Nonetheless,
the hype around the restaurant the last sever-
al years has grown considerably: an Award
of Excellence by the Wine Spectator, a top-
five-notable Nuevo Latino restaurant in the
country by Bon Appetit, and a Top 10 Best
New Chefs award by Food & Wine Maga-
Zine.

We began our meals with the baby green
salad, which consisted of mango, cashews,
hearts of palm, and a champagne vinaigrette.
This simple dish was well prepared, and the
eclectic combination of ingredients functioned
well in texture and taste. All the same, this
dish seemed neither French, nor Brazilian, nor
a fusion of either cuisine.

The mussels with saffron white beans,
chorizo, lime, and chicharron, however, were
exquisite. Normally, a dish of mussels comes
loaded with shells — so many that they are
there simply for presentation. Once the shells
are gone, there really is nothing much left to
eat, The Bomboa was pure meat and no shells,
simmered in a fatty sauce that was rich in
bacon flavor and cooked perfectly. I've
always despised chicharron as some nasty
accoutrement to Latin cuisine, when nothing
else is left on a pig to cook. It worked
extremely well here, though.

The entrees we sampled included a pan-
seared artic char, a Scandinavian fish with a
trout-like flavor, that was presented with a
corn tamale, arugula, and curried lobster
broth. The first of these, a small Mexican
tamale, was a mini-dish by itself. With a
gelatinous core, it melted in my mouth and
was as good as all the tamales I've had in
Mexico and Ecuador. The broth was also
superbly prepared, with an aroma that that
wafted throughout the whole restaurant. The
other main course, a steak frites, was much
more French, but the chimichurri sauce did-
n’t really do it justice; there was only a small
dab of it sitting in a small cup on the side.
The legions of French fries covering the
steak also were somewhat unpalatable. As
far as a hangar cut goes, this was very aver-
age.

The dessert entrees were very impressive.
Chocolate buneulos with egg natilla and
fresh fruit was presented in a stunning mat-
ter, with a custard congealed within a fragile
egg shell. The taste likewise was unusual,
yet flavorful. The coconut bread pudding
was created with caramelized mango and
was also successful in presenting fusion cui-
sine.

Each restaurant in Boston feels the neces-
sity to categorize its cooking — fusion of
this cuisine and that — but the cuisine at
Bomboa does not fit any category. The use of
Asian ingredients with South American ones,
combined with French techniques, defy any
singular category. Therefore, it is silly that
Bomboa feels the need to present itself as
such for marketability. The food was excel-
lent irrespective of the multitude of influ-
ences that combined in its creation. The prix
fixe menu is probably the best bargain in the
city of Boston for such outstanding cuisine.
The sleek steel minimalist décor and superb
service are only the icing on the cake, or the
natilla on the pasteles.
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DANCE REVIEW

And All That Jazz!

Ballet, Tay

By Marjan Bolouri

STAFF R

Dance Troupe

Kresge Little Theater

May 9, 8p.m.; May 10, 4 p.m., 8 p.m.; May
11, 2p.m

nyone who has been to a Dance

Troupe show knows the feeling of

anxious anticipation, that high-

pitched electricity buzzing through
the theater after the lights go down. It culmi-
nates in enthusiastic catcalls and shouts from
the audience while the dark shadows of the
dancers take their marks for the first number.
The viewers are a privileged group: after all,
what other campus arts event begins with a
swarm of vulture-like MIT students dashing
madly for the best seats in the house? This
year’s spring show, “Fervor,” took hold of
that energy and ran fully charged for an unfor-
gettable two hours.

The show was delightful, with a colorful
blend of unique styles, revealing that the
group is capable of much more than the hip-
hop it’s known for. One of the most original
concepts, “Cosmic Girl,” recalled the retro-
futuristic feel of The Jetsons. Six women don-
ning electric blue bobs hypnotically swayed to
smooth Jamiroquai lyrics, their taunting
smiles and mechanical coordination conjuring
images of femme-bots with deadly dance
moves

Anyone familiar with Korean pop acts, and
even those who aren’t, would appreciate the
parody “Kpop Medley,” in which dancers
mocked the styles of stars like Lee Jung Hyun
and Park Ji Yoon. Luckily, the program
included a substantial amount of background
information that helped tremendously in

Hip-Hop, and More at Dance Troupe

appreciating the dances.

Providing a cultural balance, the show
incorporated a bhangra dance from MIT’s
South Asian Culture Show. Popular hip-hop
beats combined with Indian ¢lassical moves
drew the crowd’s applause to a deafening
roar. Other dances of notable uniqueness
include the Goth-themed “Rejection” and the
introspective, lyrical “Focus.”

The dancers of “Sing Sing Sing” made
valiant attempts to stay synchronized during
long tap sequences but failed occasionally.
Admittedly, rounding up a team of tap experts
at MIT must be no easy task, and the enthusi-
asm with which the dancers performed helped
conceal the fact that their legs moved in dif-
ferent directions.

All was forgotten when the men of
‘Sausage™ took the stage, sporting sharp out-
fits and even sharper moves. The comical
interlude might have looked like something
from Sigma Kappa's Late Night, but the hilar-
ious dancing left the audience chanting, “We
love Sausage!”

On the subject of costumes, how many
parachutes died to make the humongous UFO
pants worn throughout the show? After their
first few appearances, the oversized cargo
wind pants lost their cuteness. The outfit
selection reflected more diversity than in past
years, however. Especially noteworthy were
the bohemian calico dresses and headscarves
of “Summertime.”

The three hip-hop numbers were crowd-
pleasers, as always, which begs the question:
do MIT students suffer from a dearth of
provocative dancing in their daily lives?
“Southern Hospitality,” “Hip Hop, It Started
Out In The Heart,” and “Rumble” laid down
ill beats and sharp steps.

DONG WANG—THE TECH

"DONG WANG —THE TECH

The pieces ran the
gamut of technical dif-
ficulty. At one end of
the spectrum, “Just A
Little Longer,” a
crowded Gap commer-
cial set to Linkin Park
music, fizzled with
generic moves and a
lukewarm reception.
At the other extreme,
however, the sensa-
tional moves of Jackie
Ou G and Garrett
Peavy '04 exhibited
daring and flawless-
ness. Exciting lifts and
dramatic tosses drew
gasps from the audi-
ence followed by
immediate applause
that lasted well after
the music ended.

Occasionally, cam-
pus critics assail
Dance Troupe for sac-
rificing impeccable
technique for size or
easy crowd-pleasing
party moves. But part
of what makes Dance
Troupe such a popular
organization on cam-
pus is its ability to
incorporate all skill
levels while remaining
devoted to the pursuit
of excellent dance.

The amazing Chicago medley “The
Vaudeville Rag” exemplifies how professional
technique is not required for an outstanding
performance. Flappers doing the Charleston to
“And All That Jazz” and scantily clad inmates
doing the “Cell Block Tango” transported the
audience back to the movie without too much
flashy footwork.

In its ninth year at MIT, Dance Troupe
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has grown into the largest and