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The supply of off-campus
housing is threatened by a Cam-
bridge referendum on Nov. 7,
referendum Question 1.

Thousands of MIT students
and staff live in apartments built
before 1969, which are protected
by the city’s rent control laws. If
Question 1 on the ballot passes,
all of these apartments could be

 converted into condominiums,

which would no longer be avail-
able to students.

This means that thousands of
graduate students from Harvard
and MIT could be.squeezed into
surrounding towns and newer,
market-rate housing. According
to one estimate by a member of
the Cambridge Tenants Union,
student-shiared apartments that
now run from 3$250 to $450 a
month would cost $400 to $650
per person per month after Ques-

Outian 1thetens Cambndge grad housmg

tion 1 took effect. This would
easily add $1000 to a student’s
yearly housing bill.

It would take three or four
new graduate dormitories to off-
set the effects of Question 1. So
please help out by registering to
vote in Cambridge by Oct. 17
and by urging the Graduate Stu-
dent Council to get people regis-
tered to vote “no” on Question 1.
The new taxation of graduate as-
sistantships was bad enough. We
actually might have the votes to
influence this question.

If you live in Cambridge, you
may get a letter from the real es-
tate industry urging a “yes” vote
for “choice to buy a condo” on
Question 1. These letters do not
mention what happened when a
similar measure passed in Brook-
line: landlords harassed poor
peopie, elderly tenants, and stu-

dents to move out so that they
could sell off the apartments 1o
wealthier tenants. The question
may mean huge profits for the
landlords who are sponsoring it.
They have tried to trick people by
claiming in Question | that the
new tax revenues generated will
be given to the poor. But accord-
ing to the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Revenue, Question 1 may
actually decrease tax revenues.

Cambridge uses a voting sys-
tem where a voter can rank as
many people as he or she wants
and nine councillors get elected.
Find out the candidates’ posi-
tions on Proposition 1-2-3 before
you vote.

Steven Farber G
Mark Engel G
Mike Grossberg G

" David Hersovici G

Columnist ignores desires of Third World citizenry

I suppose I'm just a disgrun-
tled leftist inteilectual. Here’s
why: I found Pankaj Vaish’s col-
umn [“Third World countries
edging towards freer markets,”
Sept. 22] frightening. Vaish, in
his lengthy piece, expresses en-
thusiasm for Third World coun-
tries edging towards freer mar-
kets. This, in itself, is not
disturbing.

What is disturbing is that the
people of these countries are nev-
er mentioned. ‘The encouraging
results that Vaish presents in-
clude, inter alia, Mexico’s conces-
sions to its “First "'World” credi-
tors and her adoption of “union
busting,” African countries for-
going sovereignty so as to please
the International Monetary Fund,
and Venezuelan austerity mea-
sures. Sadly, none of these are
likely to improve the lives of or-

dinary Africans,
Venezuelans,

But even if that were not the
case, even if these measures were
to prove beneficial to the average
citizens of these “less-developed
countries;” it would stili be de-

Mexicans, or

pressing at best, and frightening
at worst, that Vaish does not
seem to care. I guess nowadays
only leftist intellectuals worry
about such trifles as people.
More’s the pity.

Robert J. Stainton G
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Free markets do not insure political freedom

We write to take issue with
Pankaj Vaish’s recent column
[“Third World countries edging
toward freer markets,” Sept. 22]:
Vaish implies that recent world
history has been shaped by a

" struggle between two economic

systems, that of “capitalism” and
that of “socialism.” His analysis
is flawed by an inability to sepa-

_ rate economic from.political

issues.

For example, Vaish cites the
Tiananmen Square massacre as
evidence that “the big communist
glants” might not yet be convert-
ed to the free market. On the
contrary, although the pace of its
economic reform has slowed,
China is by no means reverting to
a completely centralized economy
and has, as Vaish himself points
out, sought to “convey a sense of
normalcy to those foreign inves-
tors.” In 1980 the government of
South Korea killed perhaps thou-
sands of citizens in the “Kwangju
incident,” yet that nation has
committed itself to the course of
corporate capitalism. One must
surmise that “free markets” are
no.guarantee of political freedom
or human rights.

Vaish’s account of the rise of
Third World socialist movements
is vague. “The origins of these
[socialist] policies,” he writes,

pei'haps lie in the historic expe-
riences of these former colonies.”

“Indeed, the colonials’ experience

was quite uniform: that capital-
ism unfailingly allied itself with

the imperialistic policies of the

Western powers. Although he
rightly criticizes Third World in-
dependence movements for put-
ting in place “stifling” Leninist
“bureaucracies,” he fails t¢ ac-

' knowledge the historical context

in which these movements devel-
oped; namely, that many moder-
ate reform movements were
crushed by greater or colonial
powers.

Consider for example the claim
that, “although involuntarily at
times, many less developed coun-
tries. . . have gradually trudged
along the path towards freer mar-
kets throughout this decade.”
Absent from this analysis is the
hlstory of US political hegemony
in, say, Latin America during the
latter half-century. The examples
of Chlle and Guatemala serve as
author decemngly refers to as
“arm twisting,”

In 1973 the popularly-elected
president of Chile, Salvadore
Allende, was assassinated during
a coup largely funded by the
Central Intelligence Agency, In-
ternational Telephone and Tele-
graph, and Anaconda Copper. It
shouid be noted that attempis to
mstlgate a popularly-supported
coup in Chile by destroying the
Chilean economy were unsuccess-
ful but not for want of effort.
The Nixon Administration’s Na-
tional Security Decision Memo-
randum 93 outlined the plan to
bring Chile to its knees by crip-
pling the country’s economy.
Having isolated Chile interna-
tionally and completed the near
destruction of its economy but
fazlmg to reach its goal of incit-
ing a popular coup, the United
States, in the guise of the CIlA
and free market giant ITT, did
what has become the rule when
dealing with less-developed coun-

. tries. They turned to the military.

The rest is. painful history,
‘A similar situation occurred in
1954 in Guatemala when the pop-

ularly-elected President Jacobo
Arbenz Guzmdn instituted a land
reform program. Guatemala
seized land owned by the United
Fruit Company. However, none
of the seized land was cultivated,
and United Fruit was compensat-
ed at the rate it had assessed the
land” for tax purposes. United
Fruit, incensed by Arbenz’s “bad
faith” turned to US Secretary of
State John Foster Dulles and his
brother Allen Dulles, director of
the CIA. The United States re-
moved Arbenz by. resorting to-
psychological warfare, attacks
from the. air;, and hu mnunt;nn a
small invasion from .neighboring
Honduras. The net result of this
intervention was a succession of
military dictatorships, civil war,
and an estimated 80,000 deaths
{most victims of rlght -wing
terror).

These two examples illustrate
what has become the modus
operandis of the right wing in US
politics: paint any democratic at-
tempt at social reform in devel-
oping nations as a blatant move
towards Stalinistic dictatorship.

Vaish’s analysis of Third World
political economy can be reduced
to the following: they are begin-
ning to realize the error of their
ways and should have listened to
the wiser powers that be long
ago. While we welcome any liber-
alization of Third World markets
which will ultimatelydead to their
prosperity, we believe that any
fair examination of the historical
facts demonstrates that the Third
World has been_listening closely
all along and has acted in a man-
ner which reflecis what it has
heard. - B
' Stephen J. Fromm G
Patrick McDonald G



