Phyliis Curtin as Mrs. Peachum.
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THE THREEPENNY OPERA

Staged by Sarah Caldwell.

Conducted by Joel Thome.

Opera Company of Bosion.

Opera House, April 22, 24, 27 & May 1.

By JONATHAN RICHMOND

‘7 AWN, YAWN, FIDGET FIDGET, yawn.
Sarah Caldwell and Joel

Thome’s Threepenny Opera is

an endurance test. The singing is
nondescript, the acting sleepy, the music
insipid. It compares very poorly with the
MIT Musical Theatre Guilds excellent
production of last fall.

Without humeor or pungency, it’s a waste
of time to stage PBrecht/Weill. Apart from
one coup de grace — the moment when
Peachum’s beggars pose before setting off
for the coronation -~ this was a produc-
tion without wit. The cast walked through
their numbers without living their roles.

Take Chester Ludgin’s Peachum. His
singing was poorly projected and sloppily
articulated. Many lines of spoken diaiogue
were fudged. Characterization was flat —
this Peachum was a wimp.

John Bradsteiter’s Macheath was little

better. He conveyed Macheath’ fear as he
awaits his fate on death row, but lacked
the essential incisiveness of Brecht’s char-
acter earlier on; he only briefly engaged
the audience with the trademark sinister
power of this role. His singing was limp,
although a little improved towards the
end. The dark rascal Erik Schwartz ’86
conjured up for MIT was a far mmore
sophisticated portrayal.

Phyllis Curtin — as Mrs. Peachum —
pulled some nice faces, but failed to live
up to her reputation for rich characteriza-
tion, This was no place for the prettifica-
tion we saw. Richard Crist made for an an-
emic Tiger Brown — F. Burris Jackes "90
for MTG had been far more interesting
and entertaining. Sarah Reese sang a cou-
ple of good numbers as Jenny, but even
her acting was uncommitted.

The band was small, its sound dull, and
the slow-paced conducting of Joel Thome
was dreary. Where were the biting, adrenal
rhythms Deepto Chakrabarty ’88 had
drawn from his band at MIT? Where were
Brecht and Weill last Friday night?

Keep away from this one unless you
need a sleeping potion.

Sarah .Reese as Jenny {center) and John Brandstetter as Macheath
{standing) surrounded by ladies of the brothel.

“COMPREHENDING THE
ASAD REGIME IN SYRIA”

¥
PATRICK SEALE
— British Journalist
— Author: The Struggle for Syria
(Forthcoming bicgraphy of President Hafiz al-
Asad)

Tues., April 26
4:30 p.m.
E51-332 {Schell Rm.)

{open to public)

sponsored by: BUstani Middle East Seminar,

Center for International Studies, M.1.T.

Kresge Little Theater

directed by Scou Zigler

Admission $6.00 |

April 28,29 and 30
{$5.00 for students/seniors)

and May 5, 6,7

Reservations; 253-4720 ||
Information: 253-2877 _

at 8:00 p.m. S R N T X
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Join the L.eaders

BY CHRISTOPHER DURANG

in Real-Time Expert Systems

Gensym is developing real-time expert systems in Common Lisp for real-
time, on-line, intelligent monitoring and contro! of large, complex
systems. The founders are a team of professionals with extensive
experience in Lisp, Arificial Intelligence, User Interface, and Process
Contro! technologies, a strong product orientation, and extensive
experience in sales, marketing, and support of real-time expert systems.

Our modern offices are conveniently located in Cambridge near the
intersection of Routes 2, 3, and 16, and only steps away from the Alewife
“T” rapid transit line.

Gensym provides a unique opportunity for chailenging, creative, exciting
work as well as for sharing in the growth of a young company.

Full-time Employment Opportunities

Software Development: Strong Lisp and expert systems backgrognd is
required. Engineering background, experience in C, and experience
with real-time operating systems is helpful.

Documentation and Instruction: Strong technical documentation and/
or instruction experience is required. A computer science or
engineering degree is highly desirable. Candidates must be capable
of writing impeccable English.

Sales and Marketing: Experience in high-technology saies and/or
marketing as well as a working knowledge of expert systems and
excellent written and verbal communication skiils are required.

Customer Support: Knowledge of expert systems and Lisp or C
required. Alternatively, candidates with a knowledge of distributed
control systems and network architectures and protocols are sought.
Candidates must have good interpersonal skills and a strong
industry background to help customers develop and interface state-
of-the-art expert system applications in the area of process controi.

Contact: Andreas Hofmann
Gensym Corporation :
125 CambridgePark Drive
Cambridge, MA 02140
(617) 547-9606

Real-Time Expent Systerns §




