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MTG production gives more than three pennyworth
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THE THREEPENNY OPERA
Written by Bertold Brechat and Kurt Weill,
MIT Musical Theatre Guild.
Kresge Little Theatre,
September 4,5,6,10,11 & 12 at 8pm.

The Peachunis are not exactly the nicest
people -they rent out licenses-to-beg to
Lo:ndon's unfortunates in return for 'pro-
tection,"i but then Mac-the knife-
Heath, chief rogue of all territory within
the sound of Bow Bells is, evren less sa-
voury. When he falls for the Peachums'
daughter, Polly, we have a plot.

In MTG's production, the two arch-
baddies are deliciously nasty. Erik
Schwartz '86 played Macheath and stole
the show. His Macheathi is a dark charac-
ter, sinister throught and through. His
self-confidence is assured, singing incisive
and stronlgly-projected. Schwartz gave
Macheath the image of a loner, bult not of
an individual who would care about loneli-
ness, so long as his more basic desires were
satisfied.

At the same time, though, this Ma-
cheath was effective in relationships, con-
vincing others to do as he willed. His deal-
ings with the insecure and confused Tiger
Brown -wittily played by F. Burris
Jackes; '90 -were very entertaining.

While Macheath is a clean-cult baddie,
David Magill made Peachum a rogue of
the nasty-ickcy variety, oozing grease and
guile.

With Michael E~lkins '88 as the nebbishy
Filch (whom Peachum's strongmen have
just beaten up for begging without a li-
cense), the opening scene was hilarious,
Peachum playing stern schoolmaster to his
unwilling but obedient apprentice-in-beg-
gary.

Lydia B~ielskci played Mrs. Peachum, a
calculating, irredeemably wicked comple-
ment to her husband. I loved the matter-
of-fact way she instructs her daughter Pol-
ly to "change your clothes: you're
husband's going to be hanged.'

Leslie G. Melcer '88 provided some of
the finest singing, coming closest of all the
cast to mastering the Brecht/Weill idiom.
Her pungent "Solomon's Song" was excite,
ing listening.

they will have been tightened up by this
weekend. Deepto Chakrabarty '88, on the
other hand, never let his band lose spar-
kle, drawing virtuosity and drive from his
talented and imaginative collection of mu-
sicians. The music set the stage, filling out
the parts of each of the characters.

The quality of both singing and musi-
cianship apparent in this production sug-
gests that MTG should consider staging a
real opera. They have the potential to do a
good job on one of the comic Mozarts.
For the time being, though, you're invited
to take a trip to Kresge Little Theatre to-
nlight or tomorrow- you'll get much more
than three pennyworth in return.

Linda Dulany, as Polly Peachum,
showed vocal flexibility too.- She was a
convincing actress also, equally at home
being stubborn with Polly's parents as un-
der the manipulative glance of the lecher-
ous Mlacheath.

Macheath's gang - Matt, Jake, Saw
and Dreary - was a trifle on the innocent
side, but provided a bundle of laughs. His
"ladies," on the other hand, were beauti-
fully sleazy, not forgetting a nice touch of
humor.

James Lopata's direction was generally
adept and observant, but there were pas-
sages that lagged and which would have
benefitted from a swifter pace. Perhaps

By JONATHAN RICHMOND

the first movement. Richardson's cello an-
chored the Largo assai ed espressivo, its
opening melody grabbing the attention
through its simple beauty. The piano here
was briefly perhaps a little too strident: pi-
ano appears to be Yacono's forte. But
there were more than enough soft passages
to be enjoyed, and combining with
Richardson's extraordinarily pure, silky le-
gato and consummated in Hsu's pivotal
violin, they were done to great effect.

Tensions were carefully developed and
traded off, there was the air of the myste-
rious, of the adventurous, and of three
players each intent on leaving his mark on
the piece while being bound organically
into a cohesive, life-breathing ensemble.

The evening ended with Tchaikovsky's
Trio, Op. 50. This is a challenging work,
but the trio kept up their stamina throgh
the elaborate set of variations that makes
up the second movement, with only mo-
mentary lapses of energy. There was much
variety to be enjoyed, from poetic lyricism
to -the spark of drama that brought the
work to a close. Look out for the next

MUSOIC AT MIT
Concert by Philip Hsu,
Nehemiah Richardson and
Patrick Yacono.
Kresge Auditorium.
September 5.

By JONATHAN RICHMOND

HOSE NOT IN THE KNOW would be
advised to quickly learn that the
many chamber concerts distribut-T ed in the spatial and temporal

nooks and crannies of MIT provide one of
the most effective sources of mental reixa-
tion and spiritual refreshment to be found
at the Institute. The concerts and generally
small-scale and intimate; and, they are al-
most invariably of great musical interest.

Such was the recital provided by violin-
ist Philip Hsu '87, cellist Nehemiah Rich-
ardsonl '90 and pianist Patrick Yacono '85
in Kresge Auditorium last Saturday eve-
ning.

They began with Beethoven's Trio
No. 1, Op. 70, the "Ghost." Yaconso's
melting piano part quickly- captured and
gently massaged the imaginationl during

chamber concert on offer
brighten your day.

at MIT: it will
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Thee lttle LISiPer
Trade Edition
Damel P. Friedman and ,bat~hias Felleisen

Al in the 1980s and Beyond
An MIT Survey

edifed by W. Eric L. Grimson and Ramesh S. Patil

This collection of essays by 12 members of the
MIT staff, provides an inside report on the scope
and expectations of current research in one of the
world's major Al centers. The chapters on artificial
Intelligence, expels systems, vision, robotics, and
natural language provide both a broad overview of
current areas of activity and an assessment of the
field at a time of great public Interest and rapid
technological progress.
Contents: Artificial Intelligence (Patrick H. Winston
and Karen Prendergast). Knowledge-Based
Systems (Randall Davis). Expert-Systems Tools
and Techniques (Peter Szolovits). Medical
Diagnosis. Evolution of a Systems Building Exper-
tise (Ramesh S. Patil). Artificial Intelligence and
Software Engineering (Charles Rich and Richard C.
Waters). Intelligent Natural Language Processing
(Robert C. Berwick). Automatic Speech Recogni-
tion (Victor W. Zue). Robot Programmning and Arti-
ficial Intelligence (Tomas Lozano-Perez). Robot
Hands and Tactile Sensing (John M. Hoilerbach)
Intelligent Vision (Michael Brady). Making Robots
See (W. Eric Grinnson). Autonomous Mobile
Robots (Rodney A, Brooks).
$24 95 cloth

There are surprises In store for the diligent reader
of the masterful introduction to recursion as a fun-
damental tool for expressing and solving
problems. With wit and wisdom, The Little LISPer
unfolds some of the the most beautiful concepts in
mathematics, computer science, and logic.
"This is a wonderful extension of an already lovely
book. Dan Friedman and Matthias Fellelsen are in
love with recursive thinking, and with LISP as a
vehicle for explaining it .. The authors carry total
novices from childish 'toys' all the way to extreme-
ly abstract concepts deep in the heart of logic and
computation. And yet from beginning to end, it's
done with humor and obvious, intectinus joy. .by
no means Just another guide to program-ming
tricks and tools ... it's a rich, spicy, deep dish If it
were a pizza I would love eating it!" -Douglas
Hofstadter, author of G60el, Escher, Bach

$12.95 paper
Structure and Interpretation of
Computer Programs
Harold Abelson and Gerald Jay Sussman
with Julie Svssman
337.50 cloth

Theory and Practice At Rcurtin Identification
lennart Llung and Torslen Soderstrom $19 95 new mipaper

ircuits, Systens, and Signals
Wrliam McC Siebert $35 03 cloth

The Art of Prolog

Advanced Programming Techniques
Leon Stering and Ehud Shapiro $29 95 cloth

Progranxning examplesfor TheArtofl olog
on diskette lor IBMS and Macirtosh -M 15 95 each

Wisdon Proels compiler language In
Macintosh7uand IBMI vers;ons 595 00 each

Parallel Distributed
Processing
Exploration's in Ihe Microstructure of Cognition
Volume 1: Foundations
Volume 2. Psychological and Biological Models
David E Rumelhart, laames L. McClelland
and the PDP Research Group

" ... fundamentally challengers] the main concepts
and assumptions of modern cognitive science.'
-James G. Greeno, The New York Times
Book Review

"'This is] a comprehensive compilation of neural
network research and development. There are algo-
rithms you can use to explore various methods in
the field. It you want information on network
technology in book form, this is the set to own
-Artific.ial Intell.igence Special Interest Group
Newsletter, Boston Computer Society
Bradford Books.
$13.95 each volume, $25 00 set of both
Vision, Brain, and Coeperatiee Computation
edlleabyMichaelA Arb;bDnd411cnR Hanson $65 00 cloth

Cognitive Science
Ail Introduction

Neli Stillings. Mark H Feinslemn, Jay L Garfbeld,
Edwinal Rlssland Dav!dA Rosenbaum,
Steve Welsler, and Lynne Baker-Ward $25 00 cloth

Scientific Discovery
Computational Explorations of the
Creative Processes
SPt Langley, Herbert A. Simon, Gary L. Bradshaw,
andJan.l. 7yfkow

a.. . an Impressive and articulate blend of philo-
sophy of science, psychology, and computer
science. It should do a great deal to further the rec-
ognition that discovery is a legitimate topic for the
theory of knowledge."-Clark Glymour,
Carnegie-Mellon University
"This remarkable book brings the ... resources of
the cognitive sciences to bear on one of the most
unfathomable of human events. the creative phase
of scientific discovery. Scholars . may question
the conclusions drawn here, but cannot evade the
central challenge of the book: that scientific
discovery is accessible to rational explanation."
-Frederic L. Holmes, Yale University

School of Medicine
$9.95 paper, $25.00 cloth

These hoois published by The MITPress are avallable at line books!ores and

The MIT Press Bookstore
Kendall Square across from the T (and construction! - 292 Male Street. Cambridge MIT IBldg E38 * 253-5249 @ Hours M-F 9-7, Sal 10-6 * VISAMC, phone & mali orders welcome

Remember: If your textbook is published by The MTT Pres, we have it!

TG'S "'Threepenny Opera" is a
winner. The music is terrific,
singing above par and acting

^ . s _- energetic. Several MIT stu-
dents, moreover, are counted among the
lead performers, and they do a profession-
al job. Ad

Iis piano is his forte:
inspired cham'ber music at MIT
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