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MTG production gives " three pennyworth

THE THREEPENNY OPERA

Written by Bertold Brecht and Kurt Weill,
MIT Musical Theatre Guild,

Kresge Little Theatre,

Sepiember 4,5,6,10,11 & 12 at 8pm.

By JONATHAN RICHMOND

TGS “Threepenny Opera” isa
winner. The music is terrific,
singing above par and acting

. energetic. Several MIT stu-
dents, moreover, are counted among the
lead performers, and they do a profession-
al job. o

The Peachums are not exactly the nicest
people -— they rent out licenses-to-beg to
London’s unfortunates in return for “pro-
tection,” but then Mac--the knife—
Heath, chief rogue of all territory within
the sound of Bow Bells is, even less sa-
voury. When he falls for the Peachums’
daughter, Polly, we have a plot.

In MTG’s production, the two arch-
baddies are deliciously nasty. Erik
Schwartz '86 played Macheath and stole
the show. His Macheath is a dark charac-
ter, sinister throught and through. His
self-confidence is assured, singing incisive
and strongly-projected. Schwartz gave
Macheath the image of a loner, but not of
an individual who would care about loneli-
ness, s0 long as his more basic desires were
satisfied.

At the same time, though, this Ma-
cheath was effective in relationships, con-
vincing others to do as he willed. His deal-
ings with the insecure and confused Tiger
Brown — witlily played by F. Burris
Jackes ‘90 — were very enteriaining,

While Macheath is a clean-cut baddie,
David Magill made Peachum a rogue of
the nasty-icky variety, oozing grease and
guile.

With Michael Elkins *88 as the nebbishy
Filch (whom Peachum’ strongmen have
just beaten up for begging without a Ii-
cense), the opening scene was hilarious,
Peachum playing stern schoolmaster to his
unwilling but obedient apprentice-in-beg-
gary.

Lydia Bielski played Mrs. Peachum, a
calculating, irredeemably wicked comple-
ment to her husband. I loved the matter-
of-fact way she instructs her daughter Pol-
iy to “change vour clothes: you're
huskand’s going to be hanged.”

Leslie G. Melcer *88 provided some of
the finest singing, coming closest of all the
cast to mastering the Brecht/Weili idiom.

Her pungent “Solomon’s Song was excit-.

ing listening.

Linda Dulany, as Polly Peachum,
showed vocal flexibility too. She was a
convincing actress also, equally at home
being stubborn with Polly’s parents as un-
der the manipulative glance of the lecher-
ous Macheath,

Macheath’s gang — Matt, Jake, Saw
and Dreary — was a trifle on the innocent
side, but provided a bundle of laughs. His
“ladies,” on the other hand, were beauti-
fully sleazy, not forgetting a nice touch of
humor.

James Lopata’s direction was generally
adept and observant, but there were pas-
sages that lagged and which would have
benefitted from a swifter pace. Perhaps

they will have been tightened up by this
weekend. Deepto Chakrabarty 88, on the
other hand, never let his band lose spar-
kle, drawing virtuesity and drive from his
talented and imaginative collection of mu-
sicians. The music set the stage, filling out
the parts of each of the characters.

The quality of both singing and musi-
cianship appareni in this production sug-
gests that MTG should consider staging a
real opera. They have the potential to do a
good job on one of the comic Mozarts.
For the time being, though, vou’re invited
to take a trip to Kresge Little Theatre to-
night or tomorrow: you'll get much more
than three pennyworth in return.

His piano is his forte:
inspired chamber music at MIT

MUSIC AT MIT
Concert by Philip Hsu,
Nehemiah Richardson and
Patrick Yacono.

Kresge Auditoriurm.
September 5.

By JONATHAN RICHMOND

"3 HOSE NOT IN THE KNOW would be
advised to quickly learn that the
many chamber concerts distribui-
ed in the spatial and temporal
nooks and crannies of MIT provide cne of
the most effective sources of mental reixa-
tion and spiritual refreshment to be found
at the Institute. The conceris and generally
smail-scale and intimate; and, they are al-
most invariably of great musical interest.

Such was the recital provided by violin-
ist Philip Hsu ’87, cellist Nehemiah Rich-
ardson *90 and pianist Patrick Yacono "85
in Kresge Auditorium last Saturday eve-
ning.

They began with Beethoven’s Trio
No. I, Op. 70, the *“Ghost.” Yacono's
melting piano part quickly captured and
gently massaged the imagination during

the first movement. Richardson’s cello an-
chored the Largo assai ed espressivo, its
opening melody grabbing the attention
through its simple beauty. The piano here
was briefly perhaps a little too strident: pi-
ano appears to be Yacono’s forte. But
there were more than enough soft passages
to be enjoyed, and combining with
Richardson’s extraordinarily pure, silky /e-
gato and consuminated in Hsu’s pivotal

"viclin, they were done to great effect.

Tensions were carefully developed and
traded off; there was the air of the myste-
rious, of the adventurous, and of three
playvers each intent on leaving his mark on
the piece while being bound organically
into a cohesive, life-breathing ensemble.

The evening ended with Tchaikovsky’s
Trio, Op. 50. This is a challenging work,
but the trio kept up their stamina throgh
the elaborate set of variations that makes
up the second movement, with only mo-
ntentary lapses of energy. There was much
variety to be enjoyed, from poetic lyricism
to ‘the spark of drama that brought the
work to a close. Look out for the next
chamber concert on offer at MIT: it will
brighten your day. :

The Littie LiSPer
Trade Edition
Danief P Friedman and Mafthias Felfeisen

There are surpnises (a1 store for the diligent reader
of the masterfut introduction to recursion as a fun-
damental too! for expressing and solving

probiems. With wit and wisdom, The Litfle LISPer

Al in the 1980s and Beyond
An MIT Susvey
edifed by W. Eric L.Grimson and Ramesh 5. Patil

This collection of essays by 12 members of the

AT in the 1980

Parallel

Distributed
PFrocessing

Explorations in the Microstructure of Cognition
Volume 1: Foundations

unfalds some of the the most heautifui concepts in
mathemaiics, compuier science, and logis,

*This is a wonderul exlension of an already lovely
book. Dan Friedman and Matthias Felieisen are in
fove with recursive thinking, and with LISP a5 a
vehicle for explaining it .. The authers carry fotal
novices from childish toys’ all the way to extreme-
ly abstract concepts deap in the heart of logic and
computation. And yst from beginning to end, it's
daone with humor and sbvicus, infectious joy. Dy
no means |ust another gurde to program-ming
tricks and tools. . it's a rich, spicy, deep dish If it
were a pizza | would love eating 1" —Douglas
Hofstadler, author of Gdoe!, Escher, Bach

$12.95 paper

Structure and Interpretation of

GComputer Programs

Haroid Abelsan and Geraid Jay Sussmarn

wilf Julie Sussmian

$37.50 cloth

Theory and Practice of Recursive identitication

Lennart L jung and Torslen Sodersirom 31995 new 11 paper
Circaits, Systems, and Sigrals

Witiam Mc(C Sicbert $35 00 cleth
The Ant of Prolog

Advanced Programming Technigues

Leon Stering and Etwd Shapiro $29 85 cloh

Frogramming examyptes for The Arf of Prolog
on disketle ior IBM® and Macirtosh * 315 95 each
Wisdom Proleg compiler language sn

Maointash™and FBBM& versions $95 00 each

MIT staff, provides an insice repart on the scope
and expectations of current research in one of the
world's major Al centers. The chapters on artificial
Intelligence, expert systems, vision, robetics, and
natural language provide both a broad overview of
current areas of activity and an assessment of the
jield at a time of great pubkic interest and rapid
technolggical progress.

Contents: Adificial Inteiligence (Patrick H. Winston
and Karen Frendergast). Xnowledge-Basad
Systems (Randall Davis). Expert-Syslems Tools
and Technigues (Peter Sznlovits). Medical
Diagnosis. Evciution of a Systems Building Exper-
tise (Ramesh S. Patil). Arificial Intelligence and
Soitware Engireering (Charles Rich and Richard C.
Walers). Inteliigent Natural Language Processing
{Robert C. Berwick). Automatic Speeckt Recogri-
tion (Victor W. Zue). Robot Programming and Arti-
ficial Intelligence (Tomas Lozanc-Perez). Robat
Hands and Tachie Sensing (John M. Hoileebach)
Intelligent Visicn {Michze! Brady). Making Robots
See (W. Eric Grimson). Autonamous Mobile
Raobots {Rodney A. Brooks).

$24 95 cloth

Scientific Discovery
Computational Explorations of ihe

{reative Processes

Pat Langley, Herbert A. Simon, Gary L. Bradshaw,
and Jan M. Zytkow

* .. an impressive and articulate blend of philo-
sophy of science, psyshology, and computer
science. & should do a great deal to further the rec-
ognition that discovery is a legitimate topic for the
theory of knowledge.”—Clark Giymour,
Camegie-Meiion University

“This remarkable book brings the ... respurces of
the cognitive sciences to baar on ene of the most
unfathomable of himan events, the creative phase
of scientific discovery. Scholars . may question
the conciusions drawn here, but cannot evade the
central challenge of the book: that scientific
dispovery is accessible to rational explanation.”
—Frederic L. Holmes, Yale University

Schoo! of Medicine

$9.95 paper, $25.00 cloth

These books published by The MIT Press are avariable al fine bookstores and

The

Yolume 2. Psychological and Biclogical Models
David F Rumelhiart, James L. McCleliand

and the PDP Research Group

* .. tundameriaily chailenga(s] the main concepts
and assumptions of modern cognitive science.”
~—James G. Greeno, The New York Times

Bock Review

“| This is) a comprehensive compilation of neural

network research and deveiopment. There are algo-

fIT Press Bookstiore

#endalt Sguare across from the 7 (and censhumfom » 202 Masn Streel, Cambridge « MIT Bldg £38 » 253-5249  Hours M-F 9-7, 53t 10-8 » VISA/MC, phone & maii orders welcome
Remember: If your textbook is published by The MIT Press, we have it!

nithms you can use to explore various methods in

the field. # vou wanl information on network

technology in book form, this is the set to own ™

—Artificiat Inielligence Special Inferest Group

Newslelter, Boston Computer Sociely orwmw

Bradlord Books. =3 3

$13.95 each volume, $25 0D set of both = o ﬁ‘ ;

Vision, Brain, and Cooperative Computstion M o 8- =

edrea by Michael A Arbib and Allen R Hanson $65 DO cloin % g -4

Cognitive Scisace B o8

£, I roguChon o 2 g g

e Shllings, Mark H Femslem, Jay L Garkeld, & =

Edwina L Rissland Dawid A Rosenbaum, n--l'g o

Steve Weusier, and Lynne Baker-Warg $25 00 clolh S 0 g
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