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Sole performance b y Costello brmgs out harmon ¥, sweet hy

He was a fine idea at the time, now he’s a
brilliant mistake.

{Coniinued from page 10)

The arena is dark. The spotlight falls on
one man. A slide projector casts images of
the Eiffel Tower and the Sphinx wpon a
widescreen. A television set sits atop the
grand pizno in the background. The Red
Sox are playing the Angels. Maybe it is
iust coincidesice that Costello starts his set
with a driving “(The Angels Wanna Wear
My} Red Shoes.”

Ten years ago, he was your usual angry,
young man from Great Britain. But his
pop instincts and thinking-man lyricism
heiped him wade his way to the forefront
of the punk movement with songs like
“Red Shoes,” “Less than Zero,” and the
tender “Alison.” His debut album, “My
Aim is True,” was so dumbfoundingly
good, channeling the punk frenzy of that
day to riffs reminiscent of the Beatles and
the Rolling Stones and the Animals. But,
in taking on the namesake of 2 man who
had just died from the pills of success and
stardom, Declan Patrick Aloysius Mac-

manus also marred his debut with arro--

gance.

His voice — his signature — has not
changed over the years, always strained,
always burning. Sometimes he wails and

screams -— the rocker. Other times, he
whispers, chokes, sings with surprising
gentleness — the ballad singer. But his

musical styte has changed, as he has dab-
bled in country-western, rhythm and
blues, Motown, and, more recently, the
folk style of Bob Dylan, Cat Stevens, and
Harry Chapin. -

In concert, his older songs — “Green
Shirt,” “Oliver’s Army,” “Radio Sweet-
heart,” “Party Girl” — do not hold up as
well as his newer ones. They seem to call
for the color and punch that Costello’s
band, the Attractions, could have lent to
the tapestry.

In contrast, his songs from the 1986 al-
bum “King of America,” many moody
and autobiographical, soar when sung
solo, They could be played on the street
corner or in the local cofechouse. In
*Brilliant Mistake,” Costelio bemoans the
trap he’s set for himself in America, “the
boulevard of broken dreams,” where star-
dom is “a trick they do with mirrors and
with chemicals.” He confronts the conflict
between his desire for fame and his fear of
selling out.

Costello has always been a college fa-
vorite, but it was only with “Armed For-
ces” and “Trust” that he staried gaining
mainstream attention in America. In tack-
ling this stardom, he stumbled with his
nexi three albums, experimenting with
large orchestras and more complex ar-
rangements. The critics jumped on hLim.

Costello had clearly lost control by the
time the indulgent “Goodbye, Cruel
World" and his “Best of” collection hit the
stores. So he pared down his writing and
instrumental arrangements with some help
from T-Bone Burnett and came out with
the simple, more personal “King.”

In the same way, singing now in the
hockey arena, his show careens from wali
to wall and threatens to tumble out of
control, at times flowing smoothly upon
the musical ice. Other times, he picks a
fight with the audience. Performing “I
Want You,” for example, the show embar-
rassingly bogs down as Costello puts on a
maudlin display of crying out io his lover
(or, on a different level, his listening audi-
ence): “l want you, 1 want you, 1 want
you. . .”

But perhaps Costello wants the show to
bog down ai this point, to show his frus-
tration, to show that he wants to control
his cbsession, but that the obsession really
controls him. Most of his songs, in fact,
concern control: the control that dirty
politicians use to run a country, the con-
trol that lovers try to tie around each oth-
er, the control that the bland pop culture
holds over the artist.’

In the most moving sengs of the evening
— “Suit of Lights,” “I'll Wear it Proud-

ly,” “Poisoned Rose,” “Sleep of the Just,”
and “{Whats So Funny ’Bout) Peace,
Love and Understanding” (played as a
duet with Nick Lowe, who ably warmed
the crowd with his opening act) — Cos-
tello sings about these matters and how he
personally reacts to them.

He knows that he is not a good guy. He
knows that he has done some very hateful
things in the past. But he is also surprised
that there is a woman in his life who loves
him, 2 woman whom he loves, as well.
The new wedding band on his finger gives
weight to these songs.

* * * *

Costello is asking members of the audi-
ence to spin the giant wheel of songs.
Where it stops, nobody knows. When a
beam of light falls upon the name of a
song, Costello plays it. The people who
have just spun the wheel sit by the piano,
Histening to this man play as if he were an.
old friend,

At times, he can act like a blubbering,
drunken fool, wailing like a squalid tom-
cat, alone in the midnight alley. For the
most part, though, he acts like a man out
of time. He’s one of the few musicians try-
ing to change the music, rather than let-
ting the music change him. He’s screaming
for help. The words spew out.
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TECH NIGHT
AT THE PGPS
The Boston Pops
Public Welcome
Thursday, June 4
8:00 pm

Tickets: $20 00, $18.00, $11.00
$9.00 and $5.50 at
Building 10 Lobby

or 10-110
May 6 — May 8 and
May 14 — May 22
16 am — 3 pm

Gourmet Chinese
Dining
Contemporary
Elegance

Fine Wine Selections

782 Main Street Cambridge. MA

(617) 661-1660
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Equat Cpportunity Lenders

Soor: youw'll be graduating,
and BayBanks would like
to get you started with
your first auto loan.

< The First-Time Borrower
Program. BayBanks has
created a First-Time Borrower
Program, a convenient way
to establish credit and buy
something you really need —

Under this program, BayBanks has devel-
oped special credit criteria that make it easier for

Qualifying is Easy. Just answer the following

Are you a graduating college sentor who has
accepted a full-time position in New England?

Can you provide written verification from
your future employer that you will begin work
within 60 days of the date you purchase

If you answer “yes” to both of these ques-
tions, you may qualify as a First-Time Borrower!

The Smart Way to Berrow. In addition to
being a great way to establish credit, a BayBanks
First-Time Borrower auto loan is an intelligent
way for you to borrow. You will find our interest
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] BayBanks Loan Phone

i 1-800-232-9876 !

1 Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 1
Saturday 9 a.m. toncon

the car.

1ob offer.

for your banking
convenience.
Please visit any
BayBank office for
more information
on BayBanks’
other financiat
services.

ya

rates competitive. You can select terms that
suit your personal financial situation and you can
choose your own payment date, which makes
vour budgeting easier. And, as a First-Time
Borrower, you can delay your first payment

for up to 90 days from the date you purchase

Applying is Easy, Too! To apply, just call the
BayBanks Loan Phone. Identify yourself as a
First-Time Borrower, and provide the informa-
tion requested by our Loan Phone Represen-
tative. We'll do the rest.

If your future employment plans are unset-
tled at this time, save the Loan Phone number
listed below, and apply when you accept a

Banking Convenience. In addition to provid-
ing auto loans, BayBanks can service all your
personal financial needs. We have over 200 full-
service offices and over 700 X-Press 24%
automated tellers located throu ghout the state

BayBanks*

IT JUST KEEPS GETTING BETTER™
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