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. Arts

A Funny Thing Happened On the Way To
the Forum, with music and lyrics by Ste-
phen Sondheim; performed by the MIT
Musical Theatre Guild Thursday night in
the Sala; further performances tonight and
tomorow pight at 8 pm and Sunday at 7
pm; tickets $3 for MIT students, $4 for
senior citizens and other students,$5 for
all others,

As | have been at MIT for a year and a
half and have been arts editor here for a
term, you may be suprised to hear that 1
had never attended an MTG production
before last night. It was therefore in high
anticipation that I undertook to review
their latest production, A Funny Thing
Happened On the Way To the Forum. 1
was quite pleased to find the cast working
with a similar enthusiasm.

The biggest damper to the cast’s exuber-
ance was the orchestra. A general rule in
musical theater should be that if you don’t
have a full orchestra, don’t play a full
overture. Twice during the course of the
evening | was forced to listen to three
trumpets and a drum pound out a con-
zlomeration of the show’s mediocre music.

A Funny Thing. . . is a modern musical

‘Bringing down the Forvm

comedy set in Roman times. £ven if you
are unfamiliar with the show you will rec-
ognize the Stephen Sondheim opening
number Comedy Tonight. The cast per-
forms this admirably, completely drowning
out the cacophony of the orchestra,
Pseudolus (Michael Martineau), the nar-
rator and main character, occasionally is
slow picking up his joke cues, but none-
theless always delivers the punch line faith-

fully. His singing voice is sirong, even-

when he is bouncing all over the stage.

Hero (Stephen Honig ’87), an adoles-
cent boy, at times seems to behave more
like a pre-school boy. He has supposedly
fallen in love with Philia (Lauren Singer
*86) and will free Pseudolous, his slave, if
Pseudolus can deliver her to him. Philia
also has trouble with her stage aititude.
Although her lines make it clear that she is
in love with Hero, somehow her actions
don’t relay that information.

Given the circumstances, A4 Funny
Thing Happened On the Way To the Fo-
rum is a good show. MTG is obviously op-
erating under low budget and deserves the
full support of the MIT community.

Ronald E. Becker
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SHOP :

16 Prospect Sireet

Central Square

492-2962
HAIRCUTS
any style  5.50

Open 7:30AM — 6:00FPM
§| Closed Wednesdays
g and Sundays
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K malkens

Riding Apparel, 292 Boylston St., Boston

PREPARE FOR:

StamleyH.
KAPLAN

ot EDUCATIONAL

== CENTER

TEST PREPARATION SPECIALISTS SINCE 1338
Cali Days. Eves & Weekends

CLASSES FORMING NOW

Gambridge 661-6955
Newton Z244-2202
Boston 482-7420

Permanent Centars tn More Than 120 Major U.S Citees & Abroad
For inlormation aboul oiher cenlters

OUTSIDE M.Y. STAYE CALL TGLL FREE 808-223-1782
in New York State Stantey H Kaptan Educational Center Lid

STUDENT
MOONLIGHTERS!!
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HOLIDAY green $$$3%

for YOU on these TERRIFIC 2 mo. long
‘temp’ jobs starting in December. TAKE the
‘T" to Boston, and tearn 10 process Medical
Insurance Claims forms. Work either a
4:30-8:30pm or 5-9pm shift, You'll keep
those $$$53 rolling in thru the holidays and
beyond! You could even process claims
forms every cougle of months throughout
the WHOLE year, if you like! Call or come
in TODAY!

Boston Cambridge
120 Tremont-ST. 1430 Mass Ave
357-8300 354-7215

Office
 Specialists




