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Should M IT be exempt from law?
To the Editor:
MIT's recent request for an exemption from the state right-toknow law raises the issue of safety at MIT. MIT Student
Pugwash, an organizaion concerned with the socially responsible applications of science and
technology, hopes to promote
discussion of safety at the Institute in an open forum to be held
in the near future.
The right-to-know law, which
became effective on September
26, gives employees the right to
obtain information from their
employer on the potential hazards posed by chemicals in the
workplace. In the request for an
exemption, MIT claims that the
Institute safety practices and
standards already exceed the protection offered by the right-toknow law. Thus, according to
MIT officials, an exemption
would relieve the Institute of the
onerous bookkeeping required by
the law, without sacrificing safety.
Student Pugwash would like to
hear what the Institute community thinks about safety at MIT.
Pugwash is concerned that MIT's
request for exemption may not
address certain potential safety
problems. We would like to raise
two issues for the MIT community to consider: the role of advisors in informing lab members of
potential risks and insuring adequate safety education, and the
significance of the hazards posed
by chemicals which may have
chronic or long term effects.
Safety information and advice
is available at MIT from several
offices, including the safety office
and the environmental medical
service. These offices do not have
any "policing" function. The responsibility for informing lab
workers and students of potential
hazards in the lab, and for monitoring their procedures, falls predominately upon faculty advisors
or principal investigators.
Do advisors take an active role
in informing their students of potential hazards? Many advisors
are seldom in the lab, and may
therefore be unaware of their students' practices. Furthermore, if
students have not received guidance from their advisors, or have
disagreed with them on safety issues, they may be reluctant to air
those problems, fearing that it
could damage the student/advisor relationship.
One justification for the exemption is MIT's apparently excellent safety record. According
to John M. Fresina, Director of
the Safety Office, there have been
only twelve serious accidents requiring student hospitalization in
the last twenty years. Although
this is certainly commendable,
one might ask how many less serious accidents go' unreported.

Also, there could by many instances where students or staff
are exposed to hazardous levels
of chemicals or radiation, knowingly or unknowingly, but do not
require hospitalization. Such
cases may go unreported because
-
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(Continuedfrom page 4)
to heighten their sexual awareness by seeing new and different
sexual acts, situations, and roles
and to analyze them from an objective point of view. I have seen
pornographic movies with large
and small groups of friends (both
male and female), girlfriends,
and alone, and all agree the experience was educational.
Pornographic films relieve me
of suppressed sexual anxieties
and free my mind for activities
such as school work.
I feel that pornographic films
are educational, enlightening,
and enjoyable. I'm not asking
anyone to adopt my opinion, nor
am I saying that I am right and
you are wrong. All I ask is for
you to understand that I am right
and you are wrong. All I ask is
for you to understand and accept
my opinion. I am not a criminal,
nor aviolent person. I have many
friends who trust me, and have
been told I am a fairly competent
boyfriend by past girlfriends. As
far as pornographic viewers at
MIT are concerned, I am the
rule, not the exception. I dare
anyone in this community to tell
me that I am any less moral than
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the potential effects are uncertain
or long term. This last issue
raises the question of whether accident statistics are a meaningful
measure of safety.
Student Pugwash would like to
(Please turn to page 9)
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they. Nobobdy has the right to
dictate what is right or wrong as
far as pornography goes. It is all
opinion. It is a violation of my
First Amendment rights to attempt to hinder my enjoyment of
these movies. I respect and understand other persons' opinions
and beliefs and I request only the
same courtesy.
I believe the demand for pornographic films is quite high
here, judging by the lines that
preceed them, and I believe that
MIT should remain objective and
allow students to choose their
own entertainment. I thank the
Lecture Series Committee for
treating the students as mature
adults, rather than as children at
a summer camp, bringing mature
themes to the screen and sparing
me the risk of walking through
the Combat Zone at night.
If you don't like porn films
then don't go see them. Surely
there must be some other activity
you could think of during the
one or two nights a term they are
shown. Again, I feel very strongly on this issue and welcome the
opportunity to confront opposing
opinions.
Warren Jay Katz '86
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Step up to the first string at the National
Security Agency.
ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING There
are opportunities in a variety of
research and development projects
ranging from individual equipments to
very complex interactive systems
involving large numbers of microprocessors, minicomputers and
computer graphics. Professional growth
is enhanced through interaction with
highly experienced NSA professionals
and through contacts in the industrial
and academic worlds. Facilities for
engineering analysis and design
automation are among the best
available.
COMPUTER SGIENCE At NSA you'll
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discover one of the largest computer
installations in the world with almost
every major vendor of computer
equipment represented. NSA careers
provide mixtures of such disciplines as
systemns analysis anddesign, scientific
applications programming, data base
management systems, operating systems,
computer networking/security, and
graphics.
MATHEMATICS You'll work on diverse
agency problems applying a variety of
mathematical disciplines. Specific
assignments might include solving
communications-related problems,
performing long-range mathematical
research or evaluating new techniques
for communications security.

THE REWARDS AT NSA NSA offers a
salary and benefit program that's truly
competitive with private industry.
There are assignments for those who
wish to travel and abundant good living
in the Baltirnore-Washington area for
those who wish to stay close to home.
Countless cultural, historical,
recreational and educational opportunities are just inutes away from NSA's
convenient suburban location.
To find out more about NSA career
opportunities, schedule an interview
through yourcollege placement office.
For additional information on the
National Security Agency, write to
National Security Agency, Attn: M322,
Fort George G. Meade, Maryland 20755.

On Campus Recruiting Date:
Oct.,l 17, 1984
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An Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Likes pornography

DPONmotIT

l-II-

PAGE 7

--------------

_

F-Bli··Pllllpl-·-·H--

The Tech

I

