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Kidder bares Sou/

By Diana ben-Aaron

Tracy Kidder, author of the
Pulitzer Prize-winning The Soul
of a New Machine, explained how
he wrote the book and offered re-
marks on ““writing about real
people™ at a lecture Thursday.

Kidder, a Harvard graduate
and regular writer for The Atlan-
tic, said his anger at not being
able to readily understand science
drove him to research and write
articles on scientific subjects.

“I was terrified of math and al-
ways did very badly at science,”
he said. “But there are ways of
understanding science without
knowing calculus. It doesn’t crip-
ple you to know very little about
the subject you're writing about
if you find the right people to ex-
plain it to you.”

Kidder said he first became in-
terested in computers when his
editor at The Atlantic suggested
he *‘look into computers” and
suggested he approach Tom West,
a software engineer at Ddtd Gen-
eral Corporation.

“l knew I didnt want to write
a huge book about the computer
industry,” Kidder said. “I wanted
to tell 2 narrative, one small part.
I think the idea of a book — ‘I
want to write about computers’
-— i3 not as important as what
you do with it,”

Kidder said he gathered the
material for his book “mostiy by

“Doc" print
is returned

( Continued from page 1)

The vandals had stolen the bul-
let-und-apple print and removed
another print from the wall of
the first-floor lecture hall, room
34-101, on either the night of
Sept. 15 or Lhe morning of Sept.
I6. :
The two prints wilt be returned
to the lecture hall after the Com-
mitiee on the Visual Arts makes
its recommendations for the fu-
ture safety of all the prints in the
building, and proper security for
the prints is established, she said.

Erratum

The fcocunders of
EG & G, Prof. Harold E.
“Doc¢” Edgerton 27, Ken-
neth Germeshausen "31,
and Herbert E. Grier "33
— not the company itself,
as stated in The Tech [Sept.
20] — donated nearly five
million dolilars for con-
struction of the center.

* but not with- me,”

just hanging around offices and
labs in the evenings. It was made
clear to me that if I got in the
way, I'd be cut, so I tried not to
get in the way,” he explained.

“Clearly, some people [at Data
General] felt it was to their ad-
vantage™ that he write about
their work, Kidder said.

While no one at the corpora-
tion requested regular progress

reports on the book, the firm’s

vice president at one time re-
quested contrel of the manu-
script, according to Kidder.

“I really dont know what my
lawyers said to their lawyers, but
I would not trade ultimate con-
trol over what I wrote for access
to the story. ... i agreed only
not to reveal trade secrets,” he
said.

While the book was going to
press, he “had bad dreams about
those pieces of paper | didn't
sign,” Kidder said. “After publi-
cation, the company took um-
brage with some of the reviewers,
he noted.

“I wasn’t interested in trade se-
crets, and, as one of the charac:
ters in the book said, I didnt
know enough to understand them
anyway,” Kidder commented. He
also omitted some personal infor-
mation about individual charac-
ters to protect their privacy, he
said. “l drew a distinction be-
tween individuals and the corpor-
ation.”

Kidder spent two years re-
sgarching the book and nine
months writing it, he said. He
lived on an advance from The At-
lantic’s publishing company, At-
lantic-Little Brown, while re-
searching and writing.

Although Kidder and his edi-
tor judged the book would have
fimited appeal and agreed on a
“conservative” initial press run of
30,000 copies, the book sold out
following an. unexpected review
on the front page of the New
York Times Book Review.

““They ended up printing
100,000 hardcover copies. They
printed until they had them sit-
ting around in the warehouse,”
Kidder said.

Kidder has kept in touch with
the main characters in the book,
he said. Most of them have left
Data General, with the exception
of the group’s leader, Tom West,
now 4 manager. ““He has a big
job now,” Kidder said. “I feel the
exposure has been good for most
of them.” .

“Last night, T got a call from
Hollywood about 7The Scu! of a
New Machine,” he said. “I've had
these little romances before ...

{ Please turn to page 8)

-the lab made bad prints from your good negatives! Unfortunately you'il

if you get your cotor print film.developed at a drugstore or a camera store, -
you probably get back a tot of pictures that just don't look good. Ask why,
and they say you made a mistake. But too often the real problem is that

never know that, and something important may be iost forever.

At PHOTOGUICK/CAMBRIDGE, we take the time to inspect EVERY negative to make the
proper corrections for color balance and densily, and to make over those prints that don’t
bring out the best from your negatives. Cur technicians are right there to give you acourate

answers to any questions you have about your pictures. g
Bring in your rolls of film or reprirt negatives by 10 AM, and we’li have your pictures ready the P -E
same day:** Trust your film to PHOTOQUICK/CAMBRIDGE and you may find out that you're 4,' 0,,‘0@ n E
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®NOW SPECIALIZING IN HONDA CARS ONLY

@ ALL WORK GUARANTEED
@HONDA FACTORY TRAINED MECHANICS
®HOURLY RATE: $6.00 BELOW DEALER

209 Broada Camb., MA 547-1950

GET IT DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME AND PAY LESS!!

(NEAR KENDALL SQ. AND MBTA)
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YOUR MONEY.

Portable
{J Powerful, low-cost desktop
and portable computers.

[ 16-bit, fully compatible with
IBM PC standard.

21 Crisper, cleaner displays and
higher resolution graphics
(640 x 325).

[ 128 kbyte memory (room for
512 kbytes on main board).

1208 Mass. Ave.

THE CORONA PC’s:

TWO WAYS TO GET MORE FOR

Desktop

(J Fast-access 320 kbyte floppy.
communication and printer
ports and 4 expansion slots
included in the low, low price.

1 RAM disk software.

U Includes MS-DOS™
GW-BASIC,™ MultiMate™
professional word processing

T™

system and PC Tutor.
[J Optional hard disk.

Cambridge Business Systems, inc.
Note Our New Address
Cambridge, MA 02138

(617) 354-3435

PRICE: $5 Regular

‘Tickets on sale in Lobby 10.

PLACE: M.I.T.
Kresge
Auditorium

TIME: Friday, Sept.30 L
8:00 PM ‘ﬁ?j
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MISSION

FROM TAIWAN,
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

$3 Students
$2 CSC members

SPONSORED BY MITCSC




