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NSIDE

Sometimes photographs are
laken which we cither don't
have the space to run or which
simply aren’t appropriate Lo

print by themselves. In this 15-~

sue we have gathered a few of
our favorites of that variety
and made them into a yearend

photo essav.

The Varsity Basketball team

" opened its season with two dis-

appointing losses. However,
the gumes show that the leam
is improving rapidly and
should become a formidable

opponeat soon.

EXCERP TS

Aspiring voung journalists
(tike myself) find their sanity
oflten challenged by the effort
1o build 4 good clipping file
and follow in Woodstein's
footsteps,

"ve clumbered across Stan-
ford roofs at |lpm (led by «
security guard), interviewed
Pet Rock and ridden inside a
styrofoam oclopus on a
parude float, 2l in search of
good stories.

But I'd never experience
total disorientation untd my
internshep last spring on 4
weekh newspaper in
Washington.

The town had 4230 citizens
and two papers. One had been
publishing for ubouw 70 years.
Mine had been publishing
about seven months. and |
never did hind out what its cir-
culation was, I was the
reporier and the photographer
and 1 delivered a few papers

|.doubt 4 town cun sue for
character assassination, but
there’s no sense upsetting the
local chamber of commerce by
printing the name of the
metropolis. Suffice to say it
had: a) no pizza parlor, b) no
movie theater, and ¢} no news.

— Dave Ansley
The Sianford Daily

Cambridge is a city of many

. persuasions; almost any night

of the week various cults are
chanting, plotting or exchang-
ing stir-fry recipes over works.
But it is only on Wednesday
nights that a group of men
meet at MIT for two hours of
squidging, squopping, potiing
and occasional bristoling or
gromping. And they do it with
the door wide open.
*Tiddlywinks is not for
everyone,” says MIT Tid-
diywinks Team captain
Charles Frankston, "It takes a
certain kind of mind to ap-

preciate the game.”
l ~ The Boston Pheonix

P - PRI S

CEP urges delaying
drop date decision

By David B. Koretz

The Committee on Educational
Policy {(CEP) voted yesierday to
recommend to the faculty that 2
decision on the controversial
Drop Date policy proposals be
postponed until the Feb. 15, {978
faculty meeting.

(Informed sources were in
agreement that the CEP's recom-
mendition is almost certain to be
accepted by the faculty at its Dec.
21 meeting.)

The stalement released vester-
day read in full:

“*The Commitiee on
Educational Policy by unanimous
vote agreed to recommend to the
faculty that a vote on the Drop
Duate policy be deferred until the
February faculty meeting.

“This action was taken in
response (o the concern expressed
by some students that they would
not have ample opporiunity to ex-
press their views (o the faculty if
the vote were taken at the Dec. 21
Faculty meeting.”

Professor Robert Hulsizer,
chairman of the CEP, told The
Tech that the original delay (until
the December meeting) was to

“give the communily aa oppor-
tunity” to have their views known
by the Tacuity before the vote.

Hulsizer admitted that the
delay “may have looked like a
conspiracy,” but maintained that
the intent was to let students and
faculty think ubout the proposal
before action was taken.

The CEP and the Committee
on Academic Performance have
been discussing since October a
proposal to limit to one the
number of courses a student
could drop after the fifth week of
4 semester.

Hulsizer contended that since
students don't vote at faculty
meetings, it 5 “trrelevant”™ when
the meeting takes place if the stu-
dents make their views known to
the faculty in advance.

Il the meeting were held in
December, he added. it wouldn't
matter, since there would have
been time to influence the
facubty’s vote, It's just a “sym-
bolic thing,” he maintained.

 “The effective way 10 influence
the faculty,” he noted, *'is
through the media and other
means.”

Gordon Haff}

A fire of unknown angin broke Gut 'm TS car parked oo Y EssaT
Street scross trom the west end of Brigas “eid No one was »
side the auto at the tme of the Rizze. ~hICh was visiDle
throughaut West Campus Police are tracng the ¢ar (Prcic o,
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MIT investigates S. African stocks

" By Mark James

MIT has begun to gather infor-
mation on the South African in-
volvements of the largest corpora-
tions in which it has invesied.
although Institute administrators
have apparendy received no
protests about thesé holdings.

Several other universities in the
ared have recently received de-
munds that they divest themselves
of stock in companies doing
business in Seuth Afnica, but anly
the University of Massuchusetis
at Amhberst and Hampshire Col-
fege huve divested so fur, and

their controversial holdings were
mintmal.

The culls for divestment have
followed 1he recemi wave of
restrictions on {ree speech and
movement instituted by the South
Africun government against
blucks. The protesters feel that ef-
forts by universities 10 influence
corporate policy are genecully in-
effective. University ad-
minsstratars have confirmed that
divestment would merely transfer
stock to unother party and nat be
effective pohitical action.

Special Assistant to the

"Semi-seriously’” under consideration

EE Depar

By Kent Pitman

The Department of Electrical
Engincering and Computer
Science (EECS) is discussing the
feasibility of [imiting entrance
into the department, according o
department head Wilbur B.
Davenport, Jr. Davenport toid
The Tech the topic is being con-
sidered “semi-seriously’™ as a
means of ensuring the quality of
education in the EECS depurt-
ment in light of the rapid inflation
that has been affecting the depart-
ment in recenl years.

Davenport noted that the total
numher of undergraduates wha
designote Course V1 as their ma-
jor hus gone up steadily, while Lhe
totui amount of money available
10 the department hus remained
the same or decreased slightly
over lie same span of time.

There are two issues involved,
said Davenport;

s How does the department
match its available resources with
its responsibilities for proper
education?

¢ 916 undergraduates have
selected Course V1 us a major —
almost a third of the otal who
huve designuted majors. How can
this growth be checked?

Andrew Eisenberg *79; head of
the Course Vi Student Fuculiy

Committee und o student member
of the depariment’s
Undergruduate Educstional
Paticy Committee. was ulso con-
cerned aboui the deteriorating
guuhity of educution.

“In eeal terms, resources have
been decreasing,” he explained,

nt may

Chairman of the Corporaticn
Walter Milne said that the MIT
Corporation’s Advisory Commit-
tee on Sharcholder Responsibility
1s drafting letlers to the 50 or 60
corporations thal compose about
one-half of MIT's investments
asking whether they are domg
business 1 South Africa. and if
s, whut the natere of that
business s and what percent of
their totul business lies there

In uddition, the letter usks what
sort of policy statements the com-
pany has made concermng South
Africun ssues.

The Shareholder Responsibility
Committee {SRC) advises the
Corporation Executive Comrut-
tee on investmernt guesiions
related 1o social issues. Milne said
that in the past the group had
dealt with issues related 10
specific companies, instead of the
broad issues involved i the South
African case.

Having onhy met once ths Tadl,
the advisory group has net e
mude any decisions related o
South Africs. Vidne noted. but he
added 1hat the grouap wall

- Pledase tuen (o paye v

limit enrolliment

Ten vears ugo. there were 630 stu-
dents in the EECS departmem
witich at that time had from 1i9)
to 117 professors and vver 40 as-
sistant professors. Now there are
afmost a thousand students but
only 97 professors and 17 uassis-
tant professors,

enroliment
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Figures. supplied by the Office of the Registrar.

Par Thompsan

Ersenberg ited ¢ 7ten percent
grawih rate in the nsmber of <tu-
dents enterniny depariment vadh
yeur over the past twao or three
vears " as one of the reasons tha
the EECS Department had asked
MIT for an addinonst S NHLOH
funding e sts budget for the new
fiscal year

Both B avenport and Ewenboerg
nated that anythang as drastic as
hnnted  enroibmient sote the
department would require the ap-
proval of the entive fuculty

Deun of the School o1
bFoginecring James D Bruce con-
firmed this notwon. staung thas
“The Instituie policy 1s that ~tu-
denis can clevt thesr muasors
without restiction,” and that 10
alter this pelivy would probahh
mean o change o the rubes and
rezulutions of the fueults

Bruce added that m his ops-
mon, I wrong to hmt the
enroliment hecause that s one of
the great thimgs about ML —
that studenis have the oppor-
wnity Lo select ther magors.”

However, noted Bisenberg, o
outright changes did not occur,
the department could resort o
mare Umdirect means” for mam-
norang o guota if necessany e
geve grade deflation as an exam.
ple.



