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Brigadoon traditional

By Kathy Hardis
"Brigadoon is a musical fantasy - a kind

:f retreat to never-never land. It carries
,'ou away, out of contemporary problems,
:vnicism, and materialism, into a realm of
`aith and simplicity, " according to
Jonathan Mark Goldblith. director of the

Musical Theatre Guild's upcoming
production.

The award-winning musical by Lerner
and Lowe is about a Scottish highland
,own which appears only one day every
hundred years. Two travelers from New
York City stumble onto the town one
morning and spend the day in its mystical
rantasv.

Goldblith fels that the concept of Briga-
:loon is about "... the powers of Love. It
aiso touches upon modern day life, par-
ticularly urban life." With this production
he hopes to sidestep the garish sen-
timentality that is so common in produc-
tions of Brigadoon. I feel the play cannot be
maudlin."

As Brigadoon is a traditional 1940's-
style musical comedy, Goldblith sees the
tvle of theatre-as one which incorporates

music and dance to further the develop-
ment of the theme. Brigadoon is a
traditional musical, the kind which people
have been urging the Musical Theatre
Guild to present for the past several years.

Brigadoon also corrects another of the
severest criticisms of the Guild: two thirds
of the cast are M IT students. over one third
are freshmen. Even more suprising is the
fact that the two male leads - the two
travellers - are both MIT students.

"I really had no intention of auditioning
for the play." says Eric Clapan '80 who
plays the role of Tommy. "I had just been
'lotteried out' of an overcrowded class, so I
wandered over to the auditions in a rather
depressed state of mind with the lack of
anything else to do. Now I'm really glad I
did it."

Dave Waggett '81, who plays his compa-
nion Jeff, also stumbled onto auditions in a
rather unorthodox manner, "I had gone to
the auditions to try out for the pit
orchestra. But as soon as I said 'audition', I
suddenly was handed a form, had my pic-
ture taken, and found myself auditioning
for the play itself. It was a real suprise, but
I would much rather be in the cast than in
the orchestra." Both Clapan and Waggett
have experience acting in musicals.

"I've never danced bafore, but the
choreographer, Claude [Boyd], is a profes-
sional dancer with infinite patience," says
Chip Rabinowitz '81. a member of the
dancing chorus. "lie gives us steps which
aren't difficult but look good on stage. He
has really captured the flaver of' the
highland fling."

According to Carol Pokodner '78. the

producer of Brigadoon and president of
MTG, the technical aspects of the produc-
tion should be "... stunningly beautiful. It
will have a set that everyone said could
never be done in Kresge. It's not a large
abstract set, but rather one with flats and
traditional movable scenery. People have
really spent a lot of time with it."

The only major problem thus far seems
to be that several of the male cast members
are embarrassed about having to wear
kilts, even though they were "warned at
auditions." One male in the cast remarked,
however, that kilts are ".. a lot cooler
than wearing pants!" The plaids of the
costumes are also authentically matched to
the characters' names.

Even though the show will open in less
than a week, cast morale and spirit still
seem to be very high. Gayle Ehrenhalt '78
sums up the attitude of almost the entire
cast - '[Being in Rrigadoon] is one of the
most enjoyable things I've ever done at
MIT. It's really a lot of fun!"

Megabytes
(Con tinuedfrorn page 6)

an operation early the following morning.
Our damsel in distress decides in the in-

terim to consult the services of the Incredi-
ble Erskine, who suddenly becomes our
narrator for the duration of the novel.
(Masterton wanted to wait until the second
chapter to decide in which person to tell the
story.) Erskine is a fortune-teller, card-
reader, and outright quack, but he senses
something real and occult in the strange
dreams that have been troubling the lass.

The surgery is not carried out because
the girl's life-signs fade as soon as the knife
touches her. Soon we learn that the tumor
is actually a fetus. In her neck. Right.

Through some research on her dreams
and a seance in her aunt's house. Erskine
learns that the fetus is a reincarnation of a

of Manitou fight Spirit
powerful Indian medicine man of the mid-
1600's. To combat this powerful spirit. or
manitou. Erskine recruits, through a HLar-
vard professor's help and Indian expertise.
a Sioux medicine man named Singing
Rock. Singing Rock goes to see the girl.
who by now has this disgusting. veiny blob
writhing from her neck down to her waist.
Speaking through the girl. the medicine.
man declares himself to be Misquamacus.
who pos.esses the most powerful medic:ne
in existence.

After killing a few people. Misquamacus
comes out of the girl's back, and - oh.
horrors - has tiny little clubfeet on tiny
deformed legs because of all the X-ra,,ing
they did on him while he was a fetus. This.
of course. only makes the poor devil mad-
der.

Fine choice of One-Act plays
( C'ontinuedfrom page 6 i

Michael Fink '80 was outstanding as
Ivan Vassilievich Lomnov. the pathetic.
potential bridegroom who at the "critical
age of 35" needed a wife to help him
through his constant "palpitations" and
"eyebrow twitching." [ink created a
wonderful characterization which he main-
tained constantly throughout the play,
never faltering during his many comic mO-
rn en ts.

Also very good were Elizabeth Jones as
Natal\iia Stepanovna Choobukov, the hot-
tempered yutLng woman. and Gary -Maciag
'78 as her father.

The set, a representation of the interior
of a Russian house, was professional and
accurate to the last detail. The colorful
SI6vic costume worn by Natalia was
beautiful, as was the extremel. good
lighting by Mitch Hollander '78 which
created a soft sunlight shining through the
lace curtains.

This second set of one acts this fall -
cast. rehearsed. and directed in ten das -

was of extremely high quality. One hope-,
that this will continue the trend in
D)ramashop's quality of acting and e.-
tablish a trend in DIramashop's selection of
plays.

IMisquamacus summons up some real{
ow.erful spirits, killinm a couple of dozen

people alons the va\. Singing Rock.
ho,.ever, protects the principals from too
much harm. except for the tumor doc'or
who has half of his hand bitten off. The
hospital i, like kall-to "all blood b, noA
But on "e mut read.

Soon it is apparent that this Mis-
quam.acus - a pretty antisocia chap. real-

- is call in, out the Cireat Old Spirit. an
evil demon so nasty that not even ,,is-
quamacus can send him back once un-
leashed. But Singing Rock come up with a
supremely brilliant idea. He explains that
since everx object has its own manitou. and
since Misquamacus is from a time without
technologyev. all it will take to defeat thiS
(;reat Old One i.s the supreme manitou of
Technology. So Singing Rock logs onto a
hand) super computer. dials up its
manitou, and sends these megabytes of
rnanitou flyin g at %lisquamacus. Naturali.
the computer wins. No. realtx. folks. I
didn't make this up.

Several questions are left unanswered.
ho,wever. The first is. how is the giri
aniazingly brought back to life after the
monster is debugged (ouch)'? Second, howk
did the old Indian conv ince the computers
manitou to go back onto on-line storage'.
Third. who paid the enormous C'PU costs
All of this must have entailed') And fourth.
and most important. \4hN did anyone ever
'.rite a hook this sillY Surel ther"'s

another les . tess embara.sin. tha:
(iraham Masterton can earn a livine.
Perhaps, programming.

BRATTLE FILMS
PRESENTS

Features for the week of
November 2-8

Brattle Theatre
R 6-4226 40 Brattle Street

THE FILMS OF ALFRED HITCHCOCK
Wedhi.Sai. Nfov 2-5

THE THIRTY NINE STEPS
6 40 955 Sa, Ma 3 30

with Roberl Donat
and

THE LADY VANISHES
500 8 0

with Micnae, Redgrave

Sun-Tues. Nov 6-8
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

6 30 9 30 Sun Mat 3 30
with Joel McCtea atn Loraine Day

and

THE SECRET AGENT
500 800

with John Gieigud and Peter Lorre

aNDL

425 Massachusetts Averue 864-0426

CINEMA I
CAREFREE(1937)

Songs by Irving Berlin
6 00 9_30

ar-ie

THE GAY DIVORCEE (1934)
Songs by Cole Porter

7 30 Wknd Mat 4 05

CINEMA II
UNFAITHFULLY YOURS

600 935
with Rex Harrison and Linda Darnetl

ard
MIRACLE AT MORGAN'S CREEK

7 45 Wknd Mat 4 05
s',th W,lthar De~rmerest

We have a lot in common. You're just
starting your career, and you're going to
grow quite a bit within the next few years.
We're Digital Equipment Corporation, the
world's leading minicomputer manufacturer,
and we're going to grow a lot, too.

If you're getting an M.B.A. degree, talk
to us.

Contact your placement office for
further details. Digital Equipment
Corporation is an equal opportunity
employer, mrn/f.

We're the company looking for people.

digital equipment corporation
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The MIT Chorallaries made their very successful singing debut last Friday night in
the Greater Boston Songfest which was soonsored by the MIT Logarhythms
Their repertoire included a seiection of oopular oldies and a colteclo.t or ver, fu-
ny jokes The Jackson Jills. the Tufts Beelzebubs. arjd :he Wellesley Widows ajs:
sang in the program along wtnh the IwO MIT groups
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WiEDNESDA. AS DOLLAR DAY
AT THE B'ATTLE AND

rN;TRAi SiQARE C(INFMAS
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