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Jean Budney stars as Ruby. a smali-town girl on Broadway, in the MIT Musical Theatre Guild's production

of Dames at Sea.

MTG’s Dames at Sea
parodies old musicals

By Kathy Hurdis

Have you ever seen an old
1930°s movie musical on the late-
late show? An old Dick Powell-
Ruby Kecler movie in which the
characters break into song at the
drop of a hat, spontaneously tap
dance their way through intricate
dance numbers, and always end
up falling in love?

The musical Dames at Sea is a
parody of that style of movie,
humorously poking fun at the
subject matter while remaining
very funny in its own right,

Dames at Sea, as presented by
the MIT Musical Theatre Guild,
captures the proper spirit of the
show, The actors play their
stylized roles with the appropiate
gravity and convey humor in
what was once taken very serious-
iv.

The show is pure entertain-
ment, filled- with jokes, color,
sparkle, and most of all, songs
and dancing. No one care that the
characters are sketchy stereotypes
and the plot a mere pretext.

The story contains all of the
stock cliches about naive little
Ruby who comes to the
Broadway “jungle” from her sm-
ali quiet hometown s0 that she
can dance her way to stardam.
She meets all of the familiar
characters — the woridly, warm-
hearted chorus girl, the bitchy es-
tablished star who tries to steal
Ruby’s sailor sweetheart, and the

director who gives Ruby the lead
at the last minute with the classic
words: “It's a2 chance in a million
— but it might work!”

The cast of six can sing and
dance with the best of Broadway
hoofers. Jean Budney as Ruby
uses all of the Keeleresque man-
nerisms necessary for the role.
Her face is wide-eyed and inno-
cent as she sings in her lovely
soprano voice.

Jerry Bisanz plays Dick, the
sailor-turned-songwriter, and is
as clean cut and as nice as any girl
would want; he does 2 wonderful
job with his big sole, *Broadway
Baby.”

Sheila Rchrig really belts out
her numbers in her role .as a
showgirl with a heart az big as
42nd street, and Barbara Ken-
nedy is convingingly haughty as
the “heavy” Mona who bran-

dishes a flaming torch 4 la Helen

Morgan for her “Mr. Man™

Without a doubt the best
aspects of the production are
Sharon Glazer’s excelient
choroegraphy and a musical score
which is pleasant in itself, vet
reminiscent of the old, un-
forgetable movie scores. At one
point in the dialogue, somcone
aptly refers to the songs as a com-
bination of *“DeSiiva, Brown, and
Henderson.™

The dancing contains frenetic
tap dance routines and scaled-
down dance spectacies. By far the
best number was the Busby
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Berkeley style ~* Raining in My
Heart” including slickers and
twirling umbrellas.

The staging is delightful. The
clever costumes by E. Filander
have just enough glitter, and the
lighting was complete with follow
spots and chasers.

The only negative aspect of the
production is that the cast con-
tains o MIT students. The actors
are certainly talented, but the pur-
poses of any on-campus theatrical
organization should be to give an
opportunity for students o per-
form. Hopefully this will inspire
atl interested students, especially
freshmen, to step forward and get
involved with the Musical
Theatre Guild's fall production
and with MIT’s other equally ac-
tive drama groups such as the
Dramashop and the Shakespeare
Ensemble.

All things considered, Dames at
Seq is worth seeing; freshmen
should make an effort to see the
special free presentation on Satur-
day, September 10 at 3pm. The
acting and staging are of high
quality, and the show itself can be
enjoyed on its own merit, even by
those who have never seen the

late-late show.
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Room-size rugs

Cambridge Rug Cleaning Co.

Oriental rugs 1157 Cambridge St.
Remnants Cambridge. MA
Rya Rugs 354-0740

HISTORICAL ROOTS OF
AMERICAN RELIGION

An undergraduate seminar for credit,
meeting on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
3-4:30 P.M. in room 1-136.

How did Contemporary Catholics
and Jews get to be who they are in
this country???7??

Convenors: Rev. Bob Moran
Rabbi Dan Shevitz

INFORMATION CENTER

Tues 6th — Fri 9th9 am — 6 pm
Room 3-186 ext. 3-2197

FICNIC

Thurs 8th  12:30-2 pm
Killian Court $2

COUNTRY FAIRR

GRADUATE STUDENTS .
GRADUATE STUDENTS Thurs 8th 11:30 am — 2 pm
GRADUATE STUDENTS Kitlian Cournt FREE
GRADUATE STUDENTS

GRADUATE STUDENTS Fri 9th 11 am — 5 pm FREE BEER
GRADUATE STUDENTS Room 50-110 Walker Building
GRADUATE STUDENTS

crapuaTe stupeEnTs FACULTY CLUB DANCE
GRADUATE STUDENTS Ffri 9th 9pm — 1am

GRADUATE STUDENTS Facyity Club, 6th flr. Sloan Bldg.
GRADUATE STUDENTS 53 Memorial Dr. FREE
GRADUATE STUDENTS

GRADUATE STUDENTS HARBOR CRUISE

GRADUATE STUDENTS g,n 1ith 8:30 pm — 12:30 am
GRADUATE STUDENTS ¢3 50

GRADUATE STUDENTS
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Welcome. We're the Graduate Student Council and this
week is Orientation '77.

If you have questions, we’ll try to give you the anssswers
at the Information Center. You'll find everything from of-
ficial brochures and maps to free copies of Boston’s weekly
newspapers along with experienced staff to help you
through the administrative jungle, and tell you a lot about
the Cambridge area. Do drop by — refreshments are
always being served.

if you've had enough answers already, and just want to
relax, come to the Picnic, Sit on the grass and talk to some
new friends, find your departmental representatives by the
numbered signs, or4ust fall asleep under a tree.

If you're feeling a bit more lively, join in the Country
Fair, an old-country-style camival running concurrently
with the picnic.

On Friday, we're giving away free beer all day at the
Muddy Charles Pub. It's full of comfortabie chairs and
friendly people, and it’s the only place yvou can sit down to
watch our award-winning videotapes of MIT.

Friday evening is the Faculty Club Dance. Great music,
great company. Entrance is free and drinks are cheap.

And if the strain has been to much for vou, why not take
a boat cruise. On Sunday evening we're sponsoring a Har-
bor Cruise jointly with the Black Graduate Student As-
sociation. Music, dancing and a full bar; tickets $3.50.

These are just some of the OR '77 events. Pick up a
program schedule at the Information Center, or the GSC
office, strategically located next to the Muddy Charles
Pub, Room 50-110 in Walker Memorial (x3-2195).

The GSC office is open 9-5 weekdays, and we offer help,
red-tape-cutting, and a friendly ear all year round.

Have a great year.

The Graduate Student Council

TICKETS FOR THE PICNIC AND BOAT CRUISE ON SALE ATTHE INvo C ENTER.
GS8C omvicE AND AT THE WELCOMING CEREMONIES.




