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MTG’s Godspell resembles

professional

By Kkathy Hardis

The talented and highly spirted cast of
the MIT Musical Theatre Guild's Godopelt
in vers well directed and choreographed in
4 performance comparabie o that of any
professionul production. The show is fun-
1, original, moving, and deserving of the
highest possible praise.

W ritien by John Michael-Tebalak us his
masier’s thests, the musical found its way
te an off-Broadway theatre in 1971 and
wus subsequently sent to Broadway, where
1t became vne of the most highly acclaimed
musicals of 1he early seventies.

Gudspell, based on the Gospel according
to St. Matthew, transforms religious
mauterial into a livelv pastiche of slapstick.
vuudeville, song. and dance. The cast uses
aimost every trick of the theatrical trude to
act out vanous precepts and parables.

The show demonstrates that piety can
exist without solem-
mny, Alan Scott oy
Jesus  presides  over
this  lively group.
benevelenth guiding
his foHowers and
preaching his wisdom
with jubilant bokum.
His characterization
i gentle. sincere,
humorous, and e
teuching.

Yet the show dows
not emphusize the
teaching of Christian
dociring: instead. 1
cfeuates 4 spon-
tanecus and  festive
Jove-thy-neighbor
mood and offers
endiess  possibilities
for smprovisational
theulrics.

The most cleverly presented parable 1s
that of “*The Good Sumaritan™ in which
the cust members transform themselves
into puppeis for 2 humorously narrated
puppet show, compiete with an ap-
proprate old-time movie plano  dccoms-
pamment.

At ihe end of the plav, the churacters
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wash off their make-up to perform the
tragic scenes of Judas® betraval and the
crucifinion. Their transition between-joy
and sadness is flawlessly smooth.

The members of the cast all deserve
pruise, Lanier Leonard "80 sings. dances,
and moves around with jovous abandon.
The audience even clapped und stamped
their feet to his lively rendition of HWe
Beseech Thee. Constance Herron "80 sings

the popular Day b Dar with power and . 88

stage presence.
Mitchel Weitz 78 romps and clowns on
stage in o wonderful manner. providing
most of the narration for the parabies.
Rosalie Gerut emanates the most warmth
and friendliness in the cast: her singing and
guitar playing in By Ay Side is beautiful.
danice Avery Ould aptly proclaims “Eat
vour heart out. Farrah Fawcett'!™ as she
vamps the audience in Turn Back, O Man.

ang Alan Scott {lesus)
K.C. Conian. Bob Cramer. and Gerri Pat-
terson all show animution and consistency.

But the strength of Godspelf, the driving
force which mukes it work so well, Hes in
the excellent direcuion of Paut Gonyea and
in the choreography of Sharon Glazer. The
seript of the show encompusses only about
one fifth of the” final production: the
reruanning four fifths of the ideas und ef-
fecty are Gonvea's and Glazer's,

Thar producuion also benefits from the
fuct thut nather of them have ever seen a
stuged production of the musicai before.
Al therr rdeas are fresh and onginal

In directing the plar. Gonyea spent the
first =eseral rehearsals just plaving
improvisational theatre games with the
vast. As o resuft. the actors interact ex-
tremeiv well on stuge, and the audience cun
sense a closeness between the cust
menthers,

SMuch of the production is spontaneous
improvisation within pre-described rules
~¢t forth by the director. According to
Gonsea. cach performance is shightly dif-
ferent und manages o retain its sence of
newness and originality.

The choreogruphy is simple and straight-

forwuard. never plucing impossible demands

on the cast. The resuling dances are
creative und well-coordinated. especially O
Bless the Lord My Soul.

The cast has a
relatively small
number of MIT stu-
dents which is unfor-
tunate in a school
which stresses the im-
portance of student
‘involvement, Ac-
cording to the direc-
tor. several students
auditioned whose
dancing and acling
abilities <were ade-
quate bul were un-
able to handle the
demanding singing
roles.

Steven Schwartz's
music and lyrics,
adapted from an old
Episcopalian  hym-
‘ nal, create a balance
between  liveliness and reverence. The
vrchestra, conducted by Eric Ziering "78.
does 4 superb job of playing their music.

One might imagine that the large Kresge
Auduonium would not be suitable for such
« small production and would not be con-
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Bou Cramer and Rosalie Gerut rmuate lambs i a scene from Godspell.

Gordon Half

duvive o audience-cast inleractions. Yet
this performance overcomes the problem
very well as the cast manages to com-
municate with the audience at every possi-
ble moment.

The large stage itself is a challenge to any
set designer, expecially for a show like
Godspell. However, the original set by
Michael Conner '79. an inleresling
amaulgam of wooden crates and nels
representative of a dock. works extremely
well. It makes the stage space much smaller
and provides many levels for the actors.

The costume designs by Eilen Mason are
clever, colorful, and true to -the original
production. The fighting by John Q. Peers
73 15 similurly effective.

“When Sharon (the choreographer} and
{ first sat down 1o plan out what weé wunted
the show to be like,” said the director. “we
created what we thought would be an ideal
production of Godspell. When rehearsals
first started. we had 10 sacrifice some of
our ideas for the perfect show, but now the
production has developed and grown into
whut we originally wanted it to be.”

Their production s excellent. And |
strongly recommend it 16 anyone who
could possibly see it. expecially becauyse it
comains so muny wonderful moments of
improvisational theatre. ~
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Psychiatric
Counseling
For College

Age Adults

COLLEGE MENTAL
HEALTH CENTER

[.ocated in  Prudential
("enter. For information
call 262-3315.

PLANNING
AT HUNTER

The Department of Urban Affairs at Hunter College of the City
Umversity of New York offers a two-year. 60-credit program
leading to 8 MASTER OF URBAN PLANNING degree
Action gnented. Hunter's program grapples with social and
econamic problems and expipres the areas of housing,
transportaton. envirgnmental and health care planning,
Fieldwork opporturuties abound — m city and suburban
planming agencies. i1 neighborhood groups. i community

development crganizations

Regqurements are flexible and an able, diverse, and
expenenced faculty 158 ready t0 add guidance and direction 10

student goals

Extensive hnancial ad is availlable Current costs are 3750 a
semester for City residents and $1,000 for non-City residents,

pius achinity fees

For maore infarmation and admussion applications rite.
Dwector. Graduate Program s Urban Planming., Hunter
College. CUNY , 780 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y.
10021 — {212) 360-554%

Schneider s
for class ‘79 president
Cammarata

for class ‘79 VP

There are seven other candidates running for junior
class office. Why then, vote for us?

Why?! Because we believe that as your class officers
we will really be able W accomplish something for
yvou. Qur platform is two-told. Firstly, we intend to use
more of the proceeds from the doughnut stand in
Lobby 7 for class activities such as dances, picoics,
and perhaps even a junior prom. Secondly, we are
both opposed 10 exponential tuitioon increases and
most aspects of grade-deflation. We would hke 10 at
least {ry 10 do something about them by making use
of our office to voice your feelings.

If vou want class officers who will work hard and . J§
really care then vote for Howard Schneider and
Robert Cammarata tomorrow.
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