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URBAN
PLANNING

AT HUNTER
The Department of Urtban Affairs at Hunter College of the City
University of New York offers a two-year. 60-credit program
Ieading to a MASTER OF URBAN PLANNIPNG degree

Action oriented. Hunter's program grapples with social and
economic problems and explDres the areas of housing,
transportation. environmental and health care planning.

Fieldwork opportunities abound - in city and suburban
planning agencies. In neighborhood groups. in community
development organizatons

Requgrements . are flexible and an able, diverse. and
experienced faculty is ready to add guidance and direction to
student goals

Extensive financial aid is available Current costs are S750 a
semester for City residents and 51.000 for non-City residents,
plus acitvity fees

For more information and admlsston applications write.
Director. Graduate Program n Urban Planning. Hunter
Colliege, C.U N Y, 790 Madrson Avenue. New York. N.Y.
10021 -- (212) 360-5549
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By Kathy Hardis
The talented and highly spirited cast of

the I IT Mlusical Theatre Guild's God.vpell
i, xerx well directed and choreographed in
I performance comparable to that of any
professional production. The show is fun-
nr. original. moving. and deserving of the
highest possible praise.

\ ri ntten hb John Michael-Tebalak as his
mnaster's thesis. the musical found its way
to an off-Broadx a, theatre in 1971 and
xas subsrequentl, sent to Broads av, ukhere
it became one of the most hihI l acclaimed
muslcL!s of the earl. seventies_

Godspell, based on the Gospel according
to St, Mlatthexk. transforms rciigious
material into a lively pastiche of slapstick.
%aude'ille. song, and dance. The cast uses
aimost e ,erx trick of the theatrical trade to
actL! out various precepts and parables.

The shoA demonstrates that piety can
exist AIthout solem-
nlit. Alan Scott as
Jesus presides ov-er
this livels group,
bene, olentlh odudine .
his folliov ers and 
preaching his N isdot m(
vith jublani hokum.
HIs characterizatlon
n> aentle. sincere.
humorous. rind -er,
t ouching.

Yet the shov does
not cmphasize the
teaching of Christian
docItrrne: instead. it ;}i
,rteates a spon- 
tanecus and festive . - ?
Io c-ih, -neiohbor '-
nloo d and offers :: .
endltess possibilities I:-
for impro isationra Constance He.'on
theatric,.

The most 'cleveriy presented parable is
that of -The Good Samaritan" in %khich
the ca;l members transform themselves
into puppets for a humorouslI narrated
puppet shox,. complete with an ap-

rrprtpr,.tc old-time movie piano accom-
p,i n I nlcn t.

,\t the end of the plta. the characters

,,ash off their make-up to perform the
tragic scenes of Judas' betraval and the
crucifixion. Their transition between joy
and sadness is flawvlessly smooth.

The members of the cast all deserve
praise. Lainier Leonard '80 sings. dances.
and maves around with jovous abandon.
The audience even clapped and stamped
their feet to his lively rendition of Ue
Beseech Three. Constance Herron '80 sings
the popular Day br Day with power and
stage presence.

NMitchel Weitz '78 romps and clo%%ns on
stage in a wonderful manner, providing
most of the narration for the parables.
Rosalie Gerut emanates the most warmth
and friendliness in the cast: her singing and
guitar plaiing in Bv My Side is beautiful.

lanice Aver0 Ould aptly proclaims "Eat
*-our heart out. Farrah F;awcett" as she
vamps the audience in Turn Back, 0 Man.

ducive to audience-cast interactions. Yet
this performance overcomes the probleri
very well as the cast manages to com-
municate with the audience at every possi-
ble moment.

The large stage itself is a challenge to any
set designer. expecially for a show like
Godspell. However, the original set by
Michael Conner '79. an interesting
amatlgamn of wooden crates and nets
representative of a dock. works extremely
well. It makes the stage space much smtaller
and provides many levels for the actors.

The costume designs by Ellen Mason are
clever. colorful. and true to the original
production. The lighting by John Q. Peers
'73 is similarlyv effective.

"W\hen Sharon (the choreographer) and
I first sat-down to plan out what we wanted
the show to be like." said the director. "we
created what we thought would be an ideal
production of Godspell. When rehearsals
first started. we had to sacrifice some of
our ideas for the perfect show. but now the
production has developed and grown into
what we originally wanted it to be."

Their production is excellent. And I
strongly recommend it to anyone who
could possibly see it. expecially because it
contains so many wonderful moments of
improvisational theatre.

on the cast. The resulting dances are
creative and well-coordinated. especially O
Bklxs tlhe Lord Myf Soul.

The cast has a
relatively small
number of MIT stu-
dents which is unfor-
tunate in'a school
which stresses the im-
,portance of student
involvement. Ac-
cording to the direc-
tor. several students
auditioned whose
dancing and acting
abilities ,were ade-
quate but were un-
able to haindle the
demanding singing

~;_~.., a roles.
_ _S~ l Steven Schwartz's

mnusic and lyrics.
c adapted from an old

: Episcopllian: hym-
nal,. create a balance

betxeen liveliness and reverence. The
orchestra. conducted by Eric Ziering '78.
does a superb job of play-ing their music.

One nmight imagine that the large Kresge
Auditorium would not be suitable for such
a small production and would not be con-
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'80 ana Aian Scott (Jesus)

K;.C. Conlan. Bob Cramer, and Gerri Patl-
terson all Rhoxv animation and consistenc.

But the strenLgth of Godspell. the driv-ing
force xs hich lmakes it %-ork so well, lies in
the excelletnt direction of Paul Goncea and
in the choreograph} of Sharon Glazer. The
script of the ,,ho-, encompasses only' about
one fifth of the- final production: the
rem.iuning four fifths of the ideas and ef-
tfccri are (onvtLea's and Glazer's.

Their production also benefits from the
fILct thaLt neither of them have ever seen a

traged production of the musical before.
\11 thilr ideas;i are frtesh and original.

In dircting the pla~. Gonxea spent the
firt ,c'cral rehearsals just playing
impro,,· laulnal theatre (ames w-ith the
cawt. .\> a resuti. the actors interact ex-
tremci vetl on stage. and the audience can

Censc a clo.,eness betv een the cast
menmhters.

Mluch of the production is spontanileous
impro,.is.aion v ithin pre-described rules

et Iforth hb the director. According to
- Jonxea. cach performance is slightl) dif-

fterent and manages to retain its sence of
nc% n-,,s and originalimt.

The choreography is simple and straight-
fork ard. nce·er placing impossible demands
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O'JId Sr uts ,n t:h a sie of
,e' redir.or'r of Turn Back
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MTG's Godspell resembles
professional production

Sehneider
Psychiatric

Counseling

For College

Age Adults

('O IfLE(1;E MENTAL
HEAITH CENTER

Iocated in Prudential
('enter. For information
call 262-3315.

for class '79 president"
Cammrarata
for class '79 VP

There are seven other candidates running for junior
class office. Why then. vote for us?

Why?! Because we believe that as your class officers
we will really be able to accomplish something for
you. Our platform is two-fold. Firstly, we intend to use
more of the proceeds from the doughnut stand in
Lobby 7 for class activities such as dances.- picnics,
and perhaps even a junior prom. Secondly, we are
both opposed to exponential tuitioon' increases and
most aspects of grade-deflation. We would like to at
least try to do something about them by making use
of our office to voice your feelings,

if you want class officers who will work hard and
really care then vote for Howard Schneider and
Robert Cammarata tomorrow.


