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*  Beginning Tuesday,' Aples will appsé:
of page two.

*  The MIT Muosical Theatre Guild
anagunces that its scheduled production of

A Funny Thing Happerired On The Way 1o
the Forum has been cancelled because
another Cambridge group was accidemtally
perniitied to produce the same show onm the
saine dates. The Guild would also {ike to
announce that they have been permiited to
produce the first post-iryownt performances
of the smash hil musical Comparny, winner
of the Tony and Drama Criticy’ Circle
Awards. Auditions for the George Fuvth -
Stephen Sondheim musical wit] be held next -
week. \

¥  Application may be made te the
Activities Development Board to obtamn
funds for capital expenditures and for minor
space renovation. Recogmized - MIT
community activities are eligible.
Application forms may be obtained in
room  7-101. Applications  must be
submitted by Thursday, Maxch 9.

* Al freshmen and sophomores interested-
in studying abroad during their junior year
should explore the idea promptly.
Long-term planning is importang, Contact
Dean Hazen, foreign study adwvisor,.room
1G-133, x5243.

*  PDr. Marion Maznn of Howar@ University
Medical School will meet with premedical
students on Tuesday, Marck 7 at noon in
16-139.

*  Foreign students in the MIT commuenily
are invited to apply for an experimental’
course in English for Foreign Students being
offered at MIT. There will be two meetings
weekly and the first meeiing will be
Tuesday, March 7, at 7 pm in the
Irternational Student Loumge 506-210.
Application forms may be obizined and
filed at the Foreign Siudent Office, 3-111,
or completed the first meeting of the
COUrse.

By Lee Glguere

Two and a half weeks ago, The Tech

aired the issue of the effect of hiddenm

grades on freshman pass/fail; the faculty,”

however, failed to reach the question
before the end of their meeting —
discussior of Pass/Fail was deferred to
this mnonth’s meeting. In another tweo
weeks, pass/fail will again come up before
the facuity — what are some of the
alternatives open tc them?

While neither ihe
Educational Policy (CEP} nor the
Committee on Evaluation -of Freshman
Performance (CEFP) are likely to
recommend it, but the faculty could
choose to aveid the issue by eliminating

pass/fail altogether. This is-unlikely.

Assuming that freshman passffail will

be continued, and it is very likely that it
will, what are the most plausible options

~ for dealing with the medical schools?

The faculty could choose to continue
pass/fail while at the same time setting up
a mechanism for keeping ““hidden grades™
in certain core subjects in chemistry and
biology, and perhaps also in physics and
mathematics. {This was one of the

options enumerated by Professor of
Ecconomics and Political -Science Evereit

Hagen, cheirman of the CEFP, in his
discussion of the issue in The Tech,
February 15.) “‘Iastructors or
departmental offices,” he explained,
“might-keep either grades or the basis for
assigning grades or evaluations thai are
close equivalenis .
bowever,

would 'only be availabie for

To the editor: -
in the face of ancther good, but

simphlistic, review of an excellent, but
umhisiorical film (namely Cabaret and its
review in the Feb. 29th Tech), [ must
respond. Two points of criticism:

1. 5t seems to be the tendency of
Americans, especially intellectuals, to put
down people of ancther time or another
place. Cur onesided, myopic view of
Southerners as stupid or violent or racist
is just one example. More to the point,
the view of Germany of the ’30%s as a
place of mere decadence and refusal to
cope with the deteriorating political

" condition is that taken by the fim, by the

reviewer {P.E. Schindler, Ir.} and by most
other Cabarei reviews.

It is simply unirue to characterize
most Germans then as stupid of escapist
or psychopathic or their cabarets as filled
only by the old, fat, unsophisticated and
rich. We’d like to think that. But the

. people going fo cabarets then were much

the same {ypes that are going to movies
today: and many of these people are
really confused by the poflitical events
surrounding them and by the moral
‘consequences of these evenis.

This ambiguity is not appreciated by
the film (ubares. However, ils sources —
the Isherwood Berlin Sitories and, yes,
even the Broadway musical — do delve
into the feelings of the people of that
fime, their confusion, and their naiural
desire to escape Nazi camnage (even
though they realized that thls was
ultimately impossibie).

I hepe that future historians and films
will be more appreciative of the moral
dilemma that Americans must face today,
a5 we bloodily butcher just as many as
the Nazis, than we are towards the
Berliners of the *30’s.

2. The reviewer claims that Sally
Bowies loved the theatre more than her
lover Brian and therefore would not
marny him. I think a more realistic (less
romanticized ) interpretation of this very
dramatic moment in the film is that Saily
finally ad:mts to herself thag she had very

Commitiee on
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students to send to medical schools; no
other use, Hagen proposed should be
made of it.

Such a measure would be tantamount
to a return to grades; any freshman who

was even considering applying $o a
medical school would be robbed of the
freedom pass/fail is mednt to offer. The
sysicin, it seems, would be so diluted as
to be meaningless. Sentiment outside of
these core cowrses {and especially in the

‘Huomanities Depariment, where there is

feeling that studenis will be very poorly
motivated to o course work if they feel
that their humanities subjects are the
only ones in which they won’t be graded)
would seem to run against this option,

A slighi variation on this option would
be to leave it up to sindents to obtain a
grade or evaluation from their instructors.
on an indiviGual basis. The only
advaniage to this is that it eliminates the

general collection of ‘“hidden grades” by

an imstructor or depariment and limiis
their wse only to those studenis who
specifically request them. It does little,
however,
pass/fail.

As part of ifs proposals, the CEFP
stated: “It is the responsibility of each

instrictor to provide each freshman

student with meaningful evaluatien of his
or ker work ... ™ Embedded in this, i

seems, is another alternate solution to the
problemm of medical school admission
requirements, I bas heen sugpesied that
“meaningful evaluations” might be an.
dcceptable

sabstitute for grades in

liitle in common with Brian, that their

Iives could in no way mesh. She would be
as miserable and awkward at z British
university as he was at a cabaret. It is sad,
but probably true, that people who
genuizely Iove each other sometimes
cannot make it together due to
unsurmountable individial differences.
On this point, 1 found Cabaret one of the:
most realistic love stories I have ever seen.

. Vincent Hoskinson

To tiee editor:

Pazul Schindler’s article on campus
media (February 25} may have creaied
some misimpressions about the financial
status of Thursday which I would like to
correct. 1 will not now discuss my
thoughts on several topics where 3§
disagzee with Bir. Schindler; [ wish to
correck a factual error and to explain
something he leaves a mystery.

The sectiom of the article or the

Finboard meefing held iasi Friday stated
without explanation,
financial - records were at Simumons.
Though this was true during most of last
ternme,
publicztion of the article. Furthermore,

“they were a8 Simmons beczuse our

business manager, Mindy Fiore, was a
Simmons student. It is incomect {o sfate
ihe records were “unavailable;” Mindy
had them ai all times. Mindy has since
regigned, and our new business manager,
Jack Mosinger, Is currently preparing
variols statements and summaries.
Apart from.these errors, which ¥ feel it
necessary to cosrect, my disagreemenis
‘with Mr.

them. As one aisoc involved in journalism,
I would suggest Mr. Schindler check his
sources again when he postpones an
article (as he said was the case here) and
explain any - stateinents which seem
urpusual wher there is in rezlity no
mystery involved. -
‘ Larry Goldsiein
Managing Editor, Thursday

to preserve. the infegrity of

. admission

that Thursdey’s -

it was not true at the fime of

Schindier are of a sabjective -
nature, and this is not ihe place to discuss

memmaemm

medical school applications.

Clearly, one of the goals of pass/f
has been to improve rather than ¢liznin:
teacher-student evaluations;if the prese
evaluation forms, distributed to freshm
twice each term, were carefully utifize
they might form  the basis of
evalvation system that. would be bc
acceptable to medical school admissic
commitfees, and compatible with t
spirit of pass/fail. (The guestion of th
usefulness is double-cdged:"not only m:
stizdents and faculty put more into th
evaluations, but the medical schools ¢
have to spend more time considering su
applications} ‘

Finaily, MIT could simply refuse

. give .any sort of grades at all im a
- freshman subject.

Pass/fail wonld be ke
intact, and the goals of MITs o
educational program would not be be
to meet the demands of the medi
schools. In conjunction with this, M
could advise incoming freshmen that a
who think they might apply to a medi:
school should postpone chemistiy a

. biology subjects until after their freshm

year. {In most cases, this would r
interfere with a student’s prograrn

- According to Hagen, this was the scluti

that most members of the CEFP favor:
At this point, several facu:
commitiees are considering the issue a
the Preprofessional Advising Commit:
is coilecting data on medical schc
reguirements. The fu
decision among the available options w
certainly Iave to wait until me
information. about what the medi
schools want is available. However, it
possible to discuss some of the val:
against which these alternatives will
measured.
_ There appears to be some sentime:
both amomg CEFP members and t
faculty and student body in general (s
the letter from Marvin Sirbu G and Lar
Storch *71 in The Tech, February 25)
take a “hard stand” and refuse to “g
in” to the medical schools. As Sithu a:

" Storch put it: “By what right does Jok

Hopkins ask us to subvert our ¢ducatior

system by demanding grades?’

While this somewhat philosophic
comsideration is worth censideratic
whiat seems to be 2 much more imporia
question, and one with a more persok
impact, is “Which alternative will produ
the pgreatest good?” In other wor
should MEIT édecide to return to grades:
the freshman year of to allow hidde
grades, some freshmen might feel harme
The questier is whether this would
more oy less than the imjury that wou
be done to possible medical sche
applicants if the absolute integtty .
freshman passffail is maintained. Shou
MIT decide to maintain pass/fail at
refuse grades in freshman subjects, sor
studenis might be barred from attendit

- medical schoois. There is certainly seriot

doubt whether MIT. has the right to der
this possibility to its students. (Of cours
this objection might be meaningless -
until more irformation is available fro:
the medical schools, it will be impossib“'
to decide.) OGpposed to this, however;

the question of whether the entu‘
freshman population, which i is behevedt

benefit from pass/fail, should i‘f
sacrificed for these few.
One thing is certain, howev

whatever is decided, the rules of the gan:
should be made explicit. Gver the I&(
four years, many freshmen have bes
unaware of the possibility that gradé
could be obtained for 'any of th%
subjects. To the extent that it has fail

to make them awere of the rules of ﬂ
game in the past, MIT has lied to &
students. In the future, care should £
taken to explain to all incoming freshmg
the rules of pass/fzil, whatever they mi
finaily be. :
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