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I'emzsnar cies compuer e c eects
By Bert Halstead

Professor Joseph Weizenbaum
poke on "The Impact of Com-
uters on Society" at the Tech-
ology and Culture Seminar last
uesday. Weizenbaum, a Pro-

essor of Electrical Engineering,
as the main speaker of the

program, which also included
rofessors Christopher Schaefer
f Political Science and Terry
Tinograd of Electrical Engin-

erinlg.
Weizenbaum's thesis was that,

o date, the computer has not
lad an impact on society, at
east not a significant impact. He
i ited the arguments that are
4enerally used to show that the
!omputer has had a major im-
act. On the one hand, people
oint to all the good things "the

Computer revolution" has
rought. On the other hand,

::hey lament unemployment
!aused by automation and the
ither unfortunate effects gen-
erally ascribed to computers.
pace travel is one area where
omputers have been a major
afluence, and computerized air-
ne reservations systems are

nother example. Still, he con-
ended, these either serve the
omputer industry itself or are
ontrolled by the government or
ther large organizations. Thus
nly the affluent, and not "the
eople," really feel the impact
f computers.
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ac
OST: 1864 PHLUGERHAGCGEN.

Last seen in vicinity of Route 9.
reen with brass trim on shim and
orch. Distinctive oval shaped pram

rear with detachable zonals. Has
great sentimental value. Used by Cpl.
1. Hanron at Battle of Peace Tree

Creek. Outer shell contains marks of
ree musket balls and one bee sting.
found, please call 6554800.

overgenerous reward.

bne BR Apt., $135 incl. utils., 18
aviland St. (off Mass. Ave. between
!ymphony Hall and Beacon Street).

ncome maximums in effect. Call
rs. Brennan at 266-7595, 1-4 or 6-8

eekdays.

SYCHEDELIC LIGHTING for par-
:es, room decorations, dances, rock
'oncerts. World's largest psychedelic

ghting catalog for rentals, sales,
htshows, send $1 (credited as $2).
icktronics, 22-MIT Wendell St.,

aambridge, MA 02138. Call EL4-
444.

)VERSEAS JOBS IFOR STUDENTS.
iustralia, Europe, S. America,
\frica, etc. All professions and oc-

upations, $700 -to $3,000 monthly.
,xpenses paid, overtime, sightseeing.
free information - Write, Jobs Over-
eas, Dept. F6, Box 15071, San
)iego, CA 921 15.

IOUNSELORS over 20 for unique
pace-age overnight summer camp in
ennsylvania. Able to instruct one of
le following: Watersafety, Water-
ront Director, Waterskiing, Boating,
ennis, Photography, Athletics, Golf,
hysics, Chemistry, Riflery, Archery,
lam Radio, Pioneering, or Arts &
,rafts. Write Camp Director, 138
Led Rambler Drive, Lafayette Hill,
a. 19444.

OUNSELORS wanted for Israeli
lance and Israeli Folk Songs for
D-ed resident Summer Camp in N.
I. I hr from Boston. (617)
37-9410.

In any case, said Weizen-
baum, the direct effects are less
important than the potential
side effects. He gave the example
of the microscope. Who in the
seventeenth century could have
foreseen the ultimate ramifi-
cations of the discovery of the
microscope? The discovery of
micro-organisms made possible
Darwin's theories, which in turn
caused a profound change in
man's conception of himself.

He then attacked the
man-is-just-another-machine con-
cept, or, as he quoted one of his
colleagues who put it more pic-
turesquely, the idea that "the
brain is merely a meat machine."
Basically, computers all obey a
few simple laws. Is man as sim-
ple? Or, as Weizenbaum put it,
"How do you insult a machine?"
If a psychiatrist were examining
a patient, and all the psychiatrist
did was cough, whereupon the
patient drew all sorts of conclu-
sions about what was ailing him,
one would seriously question the
mental health of the patient.
Similarly, all computer science
has done is cough, and men have
immediately drawn all sorts of
deep philosophical implications,
to the point where those who
refuse to admit that man is a
machine are put on the defen-
sive.

Weizenbaum then turned to
the problem of computer pro-

Coed expedition in North Africa
summer 1972. Unique, exciting, in-
volving diplomacy, interior explora-
tion and rugged living. Please apply
to - University Experiment in
Foreign Exploration, P.O. Box 898,
Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514. (Non Profit
Organization)

20% to 50% OFF ON ALL STEREO
EQUIPMENT, stereo components,
compacts, and TV's. All new in fac-
tory sealed cartons. 100% guaran-
teed. All major brands available. Call
Mike anytime, 491-7793.

WANTED: maintenance manual or
repair man qualified to service a
double minifold Phulgerhaggen.
When temperature drops below 72
degrees the Phlugerhaggen tends to
take in more air through the filter
and exhale less through the exhaust
clobber hole. This puts a definite
strain on the drindle. Must finish
repairs in time for annual
Phlugerhaggen rally in March. Any
help greatly appreciated and
overgenerously rewarded. Call
6554800.

Andover, New Hampshire, junction
of routes 4 and I 1, minutes to local
ski areas and Highland Lake. Four
season mobile home available for
weekend, week, or monthly rental.
Excellent way to get-away-from-it-all
winter or summer. 489-1020 or
484-2989.

WANTED: performers of any
-kind (poets, singers, musicians,
Sumo wrestlers, and the like).
Contact Dave Wray - KE6-
1139, x3872 - or Maureen at
the Student Center Office -
3913 - if interested.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE
$125 per month

entra SquareAL

Ientral Square
Cambridge Mass.
Cambridge Mass.

Call 868-2540

grams which have. become essen-
tial, but which no one fully
understands any more. No one
likes 0OS/360, for example, but it
has become indispensible, and
any major revisions would prob-
ably render the whole system
inoperative. This has led to a
situation in which "no one is
responsible for what the
machine says." This raises ser-
ious issues of accountability in
decision-making. There is also
the specter of a future society
totally dependent on complex,
incomprehensible, unmodifiable
programs passed on to it from
past generations. This would be
a static culture, bound to things
set down long before, and un-
able to modify them to suit its
needs or desires.

There is something good to
be said about computers, but
one imust be cautious. They
provide a new perspective on the
world. However, their uses seem
limited to those having had ex-
perience with computers, and
thus mirght become an elitist sort
of things, forever unavailable to
the masses.

Weizenbaum also discussed
the social responsibilities of
computer scientists. Since the

public tends to look on compu-
ter science as a kind of magic,
the computer professional must
be modest in his claims, making
clear the fallibility and limita-
tions of his methods. In addi-
tion, there is no justification, he
said, for undertaking projects
whose results could be put to
bad use. The argument that "If I
don't do it, somebody else will,"
just does not apply - one must
always set the example. In con-
clusion, Weizenbaum stated, "It
is possible to ask human ques-
tions and get humane answers."

An unvwanted pWeqnanc¥v n today's Wo. Id is 
safe and simple procedure Whel, pelor-10ned iy
hIcensed physic,ans in accredited hospitals

lIND OLIT THE fACTS ABOUt ILLIf(.At ttR
MINATIO)N itF tJNIVAN tED PA (;NANCLY 8EF OR
YOU RECOME A STATISTIC

Our counselos 3re ptolessaonallyv ttaied to
assist you during this talme of need

VIA D fiS:a 5C-8 JT S 599-0287
Onlv 40 seats available - open only to students, employees and families

IOf L X TL. °ALS RES MT-s MP E G ER
FG GU OR OUSTAqDfIG RATES AND DATES TO a T

~.41 - 4. 
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