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Future Shuckin’, or,

A profit in his own hand

{Continued from page 13)
rected (literacy requires knowing
only a small fraction of the total
possible vocabulary); and opin-
ion not fully explained by fact —
Toffler finds his distaste for
“Hippies, Incorporated™ hard to
hide, though it helps his point
none. In addition, the huge data-
filing operation required for
such a work can’t help but miss
some intriguing cross-references
~— the vastly increased use of the
oceans examined in one spot, for
instance, is'not tied to the rapid
acceleration of power consump-
tion mentioned elsewhere,
though the latter might create
enough heat to melt the polar
ice and enlarge the oceans.

Future Shock isn’t much of a
sourcebook, then - just an in-
triguing conglomeration, an
oversized magazine story.

And also, it must be noted, a
fine example of the very trends
its author perceives. The writer-
plus-researcher dichotomy dis-
plays the emergence of “modu-
lar man™ in modern organiza-
tions. Indeed, the present-day
group journalism set-up is not
far from the *“ad-hocracy” of
Toffler’s future.

The modular trend also shows

itself in the way the book was
written. Each of the five parts is
a module which could stand on
its own with minor changes. It
thus becomes a suitable mapa-
zine article. By no coincidence,
portions of Future Shock first
appeared in Playboy, Horizon

and Redbook, in the process
supporting Toffler’s assertion
that ““many books are no more
than one-shot magazines.”” That
could be the book’s epitaph —
selling a million copies today, it
will all but vanish in a few years
as time passes it by. Time, Tof-
fler emphasizes, is speeding up.
And things are changing. That
is his message, and one suspects,
his self-justification. Certainly
the short biography just inside
the back cover does justice to
Toffler’s man of the future — it
associates him with nine o1-
ganizations, numerous periodi-
cals, even two homes. Moreover
the tone of the book throughout
leaves little doubt its author
expects to be a “super-industrial
man” in the future he forsees.
How well he forsees is
another matter. Perhaps the poli-
tics of the future, which he all

but ignores, has an essential part

to play. How wiil future man
share his power? How will he
arrange for super-industrial
death? We can only guess how
recent wars fit Toffler’s scheme
of things — are we to assume
they’re anachronisms decomed to
die out along with bureaucracies
and the family?

We still dor’t know. “To pro-
phesy i extremely difficult —
especially with respect to the
future,” Toffler quotes a pur-
ported Chinese proverb. He is
but-a minor prophet, revealing
only the present, only guessing
the future.

UROP

New opportunities and open-
ings not listed in the UROP
Directory are listed below. As
additional openings arise, they
will be posted, outside the

- Undergraduate Semmar Office,

Tech Coop Optical

nitly Located
MIT Student Center,
Lower Le
Next to the pOst Office

fuksetts Ayrhue
Cambrs usetts g
491-1938, MIT byt 81950

49714230 ext

84

Latest Frames
or Men, Women, Chitdren
Patronage Refulkd

on-PR3:15
a Lunch 2-

-5
7

Savings Bank Life Inéurance

It is America’s lowest cost life insurance for all Ordinary
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ment UROP coordinators.
Students interest in partici-

pating in a research opportunity
in the Psychiatric Department
should contact Dr. Merton
Kahne, Room 11-203 X2917.
Students mterested in joing a
research project at the Charles S.
Draper Laboratory should con-

tact Professor Wallace E. Vander’

Veld, Room 33407 or Room
DLS-137 X3759 or X3956.

The Admissions Office is
particularly interested in three
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graduates might make special
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1) Statistical analyses of relation-
ships between students perform-
ance at MIT and the admission
inpuis;

‘2) “Market Analysis” types of

study to evalvate communi-
cation to the secondary schools
in helping to formulate first im-
pressions;

3) Investigation of secondary
school studenis’ decision-making
in affecting college
choice; .
in these

Prefessor Roland B. Greeley,

Room 3-108, X4791.

Professor Irwin [. Shapiro,
Departments of Physics -and
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are 41.04, 4106, and 4114, Ay
the others are opcn'

-Students interested in joining
an undergraduate seminar should
check for opennings in the Up.
dergraduate Seminar Office
Room 7-105. ’

The following departments
have new UROP coordinators;
Mathematics . Prof. Arthyr
Mattuck, Room 2-239 X4345;
Chemlca.l Engineering — Prof
Leinroth, Room 12-184.
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