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THE TECH .

Anderstanding,

Fverys

There are people in the

ing ABM systems; helping America. to
reach the moon; designing advanced sys-
‘tems for moving us arcund the cities, be~".
tween cities, between countries, and
around the world. They drive comfort-
‘able and gquick automobiles. There are -
metaorologists who use the’ latest radar

+

Berlin blockade
To the Editor: _

In Tuesday's issue of The Tech
it was my displeasure to read
Miss Raisa Berlin's: “review” of
the San Francisco Mime Troupe's
performance of “L’Amant Mil-
iizire.” It seems quite unjust and
unfair fo the MIT student body
to read its own student news-
paper and find an article, which
for a lack of words I shall just
call a “poor review.”

Althought I do npot wish to at-
tack Miss Berlin's personal views
of vulgarity, I feel it most im-
perative that 1 elucidate whal
actually occwred in Kresge a
week ago.

‘To begin, Miss Berlin writes “A
Mime Troupe gives mnon-verbal
shows, like pantomines, or that
fellow Marcelle Marceau, right?”
WRONG! Miss Berlin, and if you
had read the program you would
have seen that “mime is the art
of Chaplin; what Marcean does is
pantomine. Mime is the point of
departure for our style.”

Later Miss Berlin further
demonstrates her total lack sof
or else her il-
literacy, by -saying ““The Mime
Troupe doesn’t mime. It talks!
It gestures! It stamps ifs feet!”

Throughout the entire review
Miss Berlin adequately shows the
reader that she knows almost
nothing about theatre, less about
Mime and Commedia Dell’arie,
and even less about what went
on in Kresge. She tells the reader

. that the audience was totally baf-

fled by the actors clapping and
singing before the show. Perhaps
Miss Berlin was baffled, but any-
one with an inkling of Commedia’
Dell’arte style would know that it
is pot uncommon for the actors
to play instruments and sing he-
jore the performance. Her later
comments of ‘‘the constant move-
meht of non-participating actors
tended to be distracting, and their
backdrop needed repair,” and
“the players wore masks over
colorful costumes in an atfempt
to imitate the Commedia Dell’.
arte,” further exemplify her total
lack of understanding.

Another - brilliant  piece of in-

~competence was her statement,

“Whoever played the puppet
Punch was not bad.” Had Miss
Berlin been waiching the action
she wmight have noficed that a
different male ‘‘played” Punch
for each appearance.

But the most adequate demon-
stration of ignorance in a theatre
review had to be her basis for
evaluating the play. At no other
time did she betfer confess her
blundering  incognizance  than
when she wrote, “There were
funny moments in their first half,
but these were vastly overshad-
owed by a generally tasteless
production . . .” and then later
complemented that with, *“The
second act of the play was a vast
improvement. The good momenis
were far more comynon and the
play became extremely funny.”

It is a sad story indeed if Miss |
‘Berlin, as a representative of The
Tech, defines a good play by how |

many ‘“funny - moments” it has.
Miss Berlin should not call ‘herseif
a reviewer until she learns what
a review is. Miss Berlin's only

understandable comment was that

the play was foo dirty for her.
Miss Berlin misleads the reader
to believe that almost the entire

-

area disciiss-

munications’

nature.. - - .

audience was as offended as she
was. I hardly think the audience
would agree with Miss Berlin,
being as they gave the Mime
troupe a2 fwo minute standing

ovation.

I hope that 1 have somewhal
cleared the air of Miss Berlin's
misleading ddeas and 1 recom-
mend to anyone .who is further
interested (perhaps even Miss
Berlin) to read a much more ac-
curate review by Larry Stark in
Boston After Dark.

Mare Covitt '71

(Ed. noter Without wvebutial,
but in fairness to Miss Berlin,
we wonld direct the reader to
some reviews which panned the
performance’ — the Harvard
Crimson, and The Boston Globe.
We alse note that some mem-
bers of the aundience were dis-
guited  enongh to leave the
theatre. One bit of fall-out from
Miss Berlinds review, Mr. Co-
vitt has offered his services lo
The Tech—uwhich we have ac-
cepired. )

MIEIT HIGH
To the Editor:

I would like to congrafulate
Professor Letivin and the five
seniors whe are working so dili--
gently on behalf of their pmpc}sed
MIT HIGH. It is not often that
szch an overwhelming expression
of intérest in helping the Cam-
bridge community is aroused on
this campus. If all goes well, the
MIT HIGH would begin in Sep-
temnber 1969, a long way off. :

I would kike fo invite studenis
who will not be at MIT for the
inception of this program, or any-
one else who is sufficiently excited
by the idea, to begin teaching a
Cambridge youth NOW, one who
might very well be ithe first stu-
dent'at the MI'T HIGH. There are
already 150 pecple tutoring in the
Social Service Committee proj-
ects In Cambridge, why not join
them? ’ ,
Stephen E. Straus
President of S8C, x2884

Police problem
To the Editor:

I suggest that the MIT police
be further instructed in principles
of handling a student crowd. .

The following incident arose at
a main door {0 the Kresge audi-
torium at about 1:00 pm Monday

o Weﬂne.sdayn.‘rﬁgh? it snowed andeu
erything wenttohell. -~~~ -

and-;.;sat;eﬂites to prédici'-'the '%_Wégthér. :
There is AT&T whose network of com-

links keeps us in touc;l with

anyone near a telephone. :
It is the era of man’s dominance over .

-

noon. T write from: the standpoint
of one of the 200 or so students
listening to the speeches from the
foyer outside the auditorium. -

By about 12:02 the auditorium
was filled, and, naturally, no fur-
ther persons were allowed to en-
ter,

However, by 1:00 at least one
hundred persons had exited the
auditoriumn, and one lady said
“Why are all you sianding up out
here, there are about a hundred.
scats inside™

Several students orderly -asked
the MIT policeman (badge #10)
who was guarding the door it they
could eunter to fill the empty seats.
He refused. Then about 75 more
people exited, amdl people there-
after continued to exit bor G at a’
time until the end of the meeting.
At. no time was anyone else al-
lowed to enter the auditorium,
This. was about the time of the
question-answer session and the

- showing of the slides and a num-

ber of people were anxious to en-
ter the zuditorium.
The officer was clearly wrong.

The students should have been al-

lowed to occupy the empty seats
within the auditorium. The offi-

cer’'s reply was "I have my or- |
ders, 1 airr't allowed to Jet anyone &

"

in
On reflection one has sympathy

for the efficer who was unfortune.

ately taught to follow orders and-
not to think, even when the sifu-
ation under which the orders were
given, becomes changed.

The situation was poorly han-
dled, and the situation was potenr
tially explosive. And the students
showed sufficiently. more’ gravity
than did the officer—which is as-
it shouid have been. .

But, - that . may not be the case
next fime. Let’s keep MIT’s non-
violent tecord clear. The MIT po-
lice musi be upgraded. A meeting
characterized by reason and re-
straint, -such as Monday’'s meet-
ing, could easily have erupied into
violence at that door. There was

talk of ‘storming the door.” A wis-

er officer could have prevented
stch sentiment. :
- William Knight,
(special student, depf. poli-
tical science) *

(Ed. note: Copies of this letter
were sent to Prof. Rosenblith,
President Howard [ohnson, and
Prof. Eden.)

\

29 DAYS UNTIL
BEETHOVEN'S BIRTHDAY

‘celebrated the secend anniver-
sty of ho famed Now England
' blackoud of Nov, 9, 1965, How,
 colebratod?  Precisely

N power went out in Burfon. For-
‘hﬂna{'ﬁ"IYn '!'h‘e

ferm, the political observers

it -by%%ﬁéaaaﬁ Wa;rﬁ'éai‘

108. Burton Mouse residenis thel a greater number of
dates will arise to oppose
ers, but none of fheq
-have the pelitical macking
threaten him: ‘
i10. Alpha P o
“Uglicst Man on Campu s
test has gathered enough
cifement fo make this
campaign the most pro
ever. This enthusiasm has
spread fo the Boston p
The Record American ran 4
page pictorial spread ol
contest with candidate
Krugman '69, John Salerpe
and Peter Wulkan '68 fes
L. Wellesley Colleg
permits Hs dorms o i
parietal hours on an indji
dormitory basis. Any i
whose residenfs favor pa
by a 3} vote, will permit
the dorms uniil 10 pm
the week and uniil | 4
weekends.
mother explained the rylsi
her girls, she stumbled intos
explanation of enforce
"We'll ring a bell at five
utes of the hour, fo tell #he3
when to withdraw." :

e

one might’ ask, is & blackout
isely at 5:23
pm Thursday, Nov. 9, all of the

power was re-
stored within half an hour. Ad-
mittedly, half an hour is a long
fime to be without power, but
this is certainly an improvement
over the last two years. Two
years ago, the MNew England
blackout doused +he = Burton
lights for the enfire evening.
Last year, celebration of the
first anniversary of the blackout
caused darkness for well over an
hour. ~
109, The upcoming UAP elec-
tions have taken a sharp turn in
the past week. For most. of this

imagined that the race would
pit -Mark Mathis, President of
the Junior Class, against Bruce
Enders, FinBoard member and
co-worker with Mathis on JP,
against a flurry of minor candi-
dates. Now, it appears that
Mathis will be confent #o tun
for Senior Class President; leav-
ing. Enders virtually unopposed
in the UAP race. li-seems likely

ter for between five andi:
minutes, before the embap
sed old fady could continue]
explanation,
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