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theatres...

By Tom DMarks

The Charles Playhouse’ latest
offering, ‘Major Barbdra', is a su-
perb production of one of George
Bernard Shaw’s greatest plays.
The play deals with war, religion,
and poverty in the manner which
Shaw describes as *‘the tragi-
cornic irony of the conflict be-
tween real life and the rorantic
imaginaton.”’

The play takes its conflict and
story from the Undershaft family:
Andrew Undershaft, millionaire,
armorer extroardinaire, infernal
old rascal, and foundling heir to a
strange tradifion; his wife, Lady
Britomart, the daughter of the
Earl of Stevenage; their daugh-
ter Barbara, a major in the Sal-
vation Army; their son Stephen
and daughter Sarah, two simper-
ing idicts of the first order; and
Adelphus Cusins and Charles Lo-
max, fiancees of Barbara and
Sarah.

Lady Britomart, who has heen
separated from Andrew for many
years, discovers that he plans fo
fulfill the Undershaft tradition by
disinheriing Stephen and leaving
his ‘“death and devastation fac-
fory’’ fo a foundling who will be
given the name Andrew Under-
shaft. She invites her husband fo
visit and see his children, whom
he has not seen since they were

babies, and hopes that she will-

be able to persuade him not to go
thru with his plan. Andrew is not

Three piays by
Show ot Kresge

The MIT Community Players,
under the direction of Mr. Robert
Lehan, will present three one-
acters by George Bernard Shaw
during the next two weeks. ‘Over-
ruled,’ ‘How He Lied to Her Hus-
band’ and ‘Dark Lady of the Son-
nets’ are scheduled for production
January 13, 14, 15, 20, 21 and 22
at 8:30 pm in the Little Theatre
of Kresge Auditorium. Tickets are
$1.00 Thursdays or $1.50 Fridays
and Saturdays, and will be on
sale at the door. Reservations
may be made by calling 864-6900,
x2930.

Talking Reck...

(Continued from Page 6)
bums that they resent upper mid-
dle class people who snub them
on account of their super-long hair
and unusual leather garments. My
guess is that it is these people,
whose purpose in life is to main-
tain an image of respectability
through conformity to somewhat
artificial standards, without in-
volvement in anything, whom the
Kinks are knocking here, as Son-
ny Bone did in ‘Laugh At Me.
In the first verse they cemment
on his punctuality in working reg-
ular hours; this fits the theory
of his doing the accepted thing.
The bitter satire really begins in
the second verse where they
show that things arent really so
proper after all, with mother go-
ing to meetings and father call-
ing the maid (this seems to be
a reversal of the norm) and the
maid flirting with the guests. This
reaches a peak in the fowrth
verse where they show that the
subject represses his desire for
the girl ‘solely for the sake of re-
spectability. In the third verse,
the allusion to the Kinks' snubbing
by the high society populus oc-
curs, when they refer to his con-
ceit to the exaggerated state that
“his own sweat smells the best.”
Although other interpretations cer-
tainly exist (a local radic per-
sonality has suggested that the
allusion is to one particular anon-
ymous critic of the Kinks), this
one seems to fit, with the impli-
cations of conservative actions for
the sake of respeciability despite
some concealed unrespectable ac-
tons and thoughts and of snubbing
through conceit.

to be dissuaded, but when he sees
Barbara he ialls in love with her.
His struggles to win her from the
Salvation Army and her efforts to
save his soul make up the basic
conflict of the play and the foun-
dation from which its message is
delivered.

Barbara, in her efforts to ‘‘'save
his scul,” preaches. to him the
doctrine of .the Salvation Army—
love, charity and pity-all of which
she offers along with treacie and
bread to the poor. .

Andrew says that his religion is
money and gunpowder: money
enough to be free froin the seven
deadly sins—fcod, clothing, rent,
drink, taxes, disease, and chil-
dren—and gunpowder enough to
have the power to be free, ‘“Pov-
erty is the only crime,” he con-
tends. ““Money is the counter that
enables life to be distributed so-
cially.”

The play moves swiftly to its #

climax and solution as Barbara
deserts the Salvation Army, when
she finds that it is accepting mon-
ey from its foes. She is persuad-
ed to replace it by embracing her
father's faith only when Adolphus
reveals that by a legal technical-

Humor mingled with deep meaning

ity he is a foundling and accepts
Andrew's ditficult challenge to

suceeed him and make war on|

war.

‘Major Barbara’ is side-split-
tingly funny. Shaw never fails fo
interrupt even his most serious
declarations with humor, as
though he wished to deflate his
own pompousness. In each bit of
humor there is a bit of message;
in each message there is a bit
of hurmor.

All of the performers acted well,
but the three principals. disting-
uished ihemselves. Ronald Bish-
op's Andrew Undershaft was a
magnificent tour de force, Edward
Zang’s portrayal of Adolphus Cu-
sins was beautifully paced and
convineing, and Lucy Martin's

Barbara was an excellent per-
formance. The play also bore all
the earmarks of good directing,
convineing lighting

and sound,

But God commendeth His love!
ftoward us, in that, while we were]
vet sinners, Christ died for us.
3 —~Romans 5:
3 v Tk el

YAC will

leave you alone
in Europe.

On a swinging 75-day BOAC
Grand Orbitstudent tour youcan
explore the coast of Portugal,
gaze at the Rif Mountains of
Morocco, take an Adriatic
cruise, visitthe Islands of Greece,
absorb culture in Spain, France,
Italy and England, find yourself
a Scandinavian viking, lift your
stein in Germany, Switzerland
and Ausiria, play roulette in
Monaco, and have plenty of
time to roam around on your
own. The whole package will
cost you $1921.30% round trip
from New York. And that in-
cludes most meals, hotels and
everything else. (You can also
jet BOAC direct from Miami,
Boston, Chicago, Detroit, San
Francisco, or Honoluiu. And
join the group in London.)

To be sure you get what you
pay for we hired some young
tour leaders from Oxford and
Cambridge and told them not to
bug you.

They were all for it.

They.said that’s the only kind
of tour they’d be interested in

leading anyway.

So that’s the kind of deal
you'll get on a BOAC student
tour of Europe this summer.

And the Grand Orbit is'only
one of many tours. The prices
start at $1117* for 42 days.

Clip the coupon for more
facts. And cut out for Europe.

*Based on economy jet fare and double
or triple pceupancy in hotels.

AND BOAC CUNARD
Sarviscs operaied for BOAG CUNARD by BOAG

Britfish Overseas Airways
Corporation, Dept. BE-178,
Box No. VC 10, New York,
N.Y. 10011, MU 7-1600.

Please send me details on the
1966 Student Tour Program.
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Today, U.S. Rubber is involved in many fields including atomic research, cceanography and space research.
One of our representatives will be visiting your schoot soon. Check with your placement office for the exact date and time.
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