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ELEVENTH HOUR REFLECTIONS

MORE rapidly than most of us appreciate, January the

twenty-first approaches, the dawn of that semi-annual
period within which we are privileged to repay the instrueting
staff for the time and effort they have expended upon us.
Greater than we would care to have is the import which this
reciprocity carries in determining our relative standings at

the Institute.

It is unfortunate that in some courses at Technology the
final examination is all-determining.
has introduced weekly quizzes, apportioning among them

the determining qualifications.

seems applicable to present conditions, for a fair summary
of a hundred hours of work cannot be crammed into two or
three, while the second may not lay sufficient stress upon the
subject matter to require a man’s retaining it after each quiz.

Since each of these solutions does not satisfy the need for
a rigorous and fair test of a man’s knowledge, it seems logical
that the combination of the two might answer.
the Institute’s courses, an attempt has been made to reach the
happy medium, but a failure in the final examination is usually
. considered a failure in the course.

relegated to the weekly quiz

necessitating not only a grasping of the subject day by day,
but also a sufficient understanding to retain it throughout the
Such an arrangement should give as accurate a record
of a student’s ability as might be obtained.

The problem of fair examinations is not a new one,
admitted that a different solution may be found for every
geparate course of study, acecording to the material which
However, at an engineering school where the ma-
jority of subjects have to do with concrete problems and
examples, a concrete system of examination seems wholly in

term”?

it covers.

order.

In others, the Faculty

The first arrangement hardly

In many of

Cannot eqgual weight be
and to the final examination,

It is

TRIAL BY TORTURE

THE height of the stools in the drawing rooms is 2 feet, 614
The distance from the floor to the under side of

inches.

the desks is 2 feet, 814 inches.
two heights is 2 inches, which is quite a bit less than the
thickness of the thigh of the most emaciated freshman in the

Institute.

There, in a nut-shell, is the thing that is bringing furrowed
worry to the brow of every Technolegy student as the ex-

amination period approaches.

elusive formulae, or of getting definitions twisted up, or of
splitting finicky infinitives, or of making slips of the slip-stick.
All of these bogies can be exorcised merely by diligent ap-
plication to books, but this last can be removed only by the
application of pillows, which are pitifully inadequate.
hours of corporal punishment are a part of the customary
rigors of every final examination.
Several things can be done.

feasibility:

1—Remove the drawers from the desks.

2—Saw four inches off the
3—Jack up the desks four

4—Replace the present stools with lower ones, or replace
the present desks with higher ones, or both.

Doubtless harassed students will always concur in any

plan which lessens the terrors

have not been unknown to appear happy upon finding that no
examination was scheduled in a certain subject.
they are agreed that conditions which make for bodily dis-
It is a reasonable request.

comfort should be removed,

The difference bhetween the

No petty fears of forgetting

Three

They are listed in order of

legs of the stools.
inches.

of final examinations. Students

At least

Atiention of the students is
called to the fact that no communi-
cations may receive the attention
of the Editorial Board unless they
are signed by the writer. From
time to time there are received by
the Board letters for publication
which are evidently earnestly in-
tended, but which cannot be given
consideration because they are left
unsigned, It is not necessary for
the name to appear with the let-
ter, but there must be some indica-
tion of good faith upon which the
Board can rely.

T OUNGER

He was anaemic-looking, the kind
fhat -would hesitate to growl at a
cross flea. He came shooting around
a corner beside a hulking brute—the
t¥pe that sports writers delight in
calling behemoths, To the Lounger's
intense surprise and secret delight,
instead of getting out of the big hoy's
way, our shrimpish hero let go a
wild swing for the mastodonian jaw.
Said jaw dropped open with surprise
as the puny fist raked by; saiq jaw re-
mained agape Iin consternation as
three more ecually futile but enthu-
siastic hayvmakers shot into the air.
At about the time the Lounger ex-
pected to see a massacre, it finally
dawned upon him that the little guy
was not crazy, but busily engaged in
digging his wrist watch out from the
enfolding sleeves of his shirt, jacket,
and overcoat into the open air,

As a measure of safety, the Lounger
sugpests legislation against wrist
watches to avoid fature misunder-
standings. The resulis from a gen-
eral use of machinery which demands
wild wavings in the atmosphere when-
ever ithe owner is curious about the
rate at which tempus is fugiting can
he readily visualized. The corridors
would he filled with angry surging
trampling crowds. Xach man intent
at taking a healthy swing on a nearby
jaw. Co-eds might act as seconds,
and unpopular professors would stay
in their offices ratiier than risk a pub-
lic appearance, and lhide under their
beds at night. Brass knuckles and
Ioaded slip sticks would be boot-
legged at Walker., Students would
have to gang together to fight their
way to classes. R. O. T. C. officers
would act as referees and traffic cops,
while the Coast Artillery unit would
undertake the protection of all the
zood looking females (and leave the
others to the lesser units)—how’s
ifhat Major? Gosh, all from one litte
wrist watch.

President Hopkins of Dartmouth is
all for a change in the schedule of
the train service to allow through
sleeper service from Boston for the
students. But Judge Wallace ob-
jects, saying the students would bhe
better off not to be humming around
Boston at 2 in the morning. Boston,
ihe Lounger wishes to observe, is
really quite a hellish town cluttered
up with siray cats, milk men, sleepy
cops, aud wandering THE TECH re-
porters; no place for a Dartmonth
boy. However the Lounger thinks the
president has the right idea-—bigger
and better conveniences for the stu-
dents  are alwavs in  order. The
Lounger suggests that the same order
ot affairs for his fellow engineers.
For example. let's have chocolate
served on the trolley cars for the
tenetit of commuting men:; aid sta-
dons with refreshments and Sainm
Bernurd dogs at  suitable intervals
1long Harvard hridge to lend ihe Al-
pine influence to the picture, We
night carry the plan to its logical coun-
clurion and have half way stations
helween class rooms with the day's
problems all solved, and solutions to
cxam problems attached to the exam-
ination sheet.
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Poverty was very much in evidence
at the Depression Dance given by
the Delta Upsilon fraternity Friday
evening where those present appeared
in o0ld elothes and danced to the mu-
sic of Herb Lockwood’s Orchestira in
rooms decorated appropriately for
sueh a hard luck affair. Almost three
handred attended the dance which
was chaperoned by Acting Assistant
Dean O. T. Petre and Mrs. Petre.

Colleges, Prof. Yandell Henderson
of Yale warned the other day, are
tending to be run foo much like fae-
tories, and professors to be relegated
to the status of industrial employes.
Thie natural reaction, he prophesied,
would be the development of such or-
ganizations as the American Associa-

Minor Tragedies of College Life

Charles-The-Tech Tailor Has
Served Technology For
‘Thirteen Years

Two hundred anxious people nerv-
ously fretted away the time in the
main dining room of a large Boston
hotel awaiting the arrival of the guest
of honor, a prominent man of the
Institute, who was already half an
hour late and showed no signs of ar-
riving. Out in the kitchen, harrassed
cooks were employing the highest
skill of culinary art in an attemptl
to keep the food warm, while idle
waiters stood about awaiting the sig-
nal that the guest of honeor had ar-
rived and the banquet begun.

Less than three milegs away, in his
little shop on Ames street, Charles
G. Egirous, known to the multitudes
of Technology students only as
“Charlie-the-Tech-tailor,” sat over his
sewing ilabie, his dexlrous fingers us-
ing all the craft of his long tailoring
experience, to mend a tear in a pair
of dress trousers, caused by their
catching on a nail in ithe closet. And
behind a small screen in the rear of
the store, stood the guest of honor,
with all his hopes of ever atfending
the banquet hinged on the skill of this
one little man.

This is just one incident from the
life of the person who hasg been tailor
to Technology men since the Institute
moved from Boston to Cambridge
over 12 vears ago, Hardly had the
buildings been completed, when he
opened his little shop. across from
the dormitories, awaiting the students’
patronage. But the United States en-
tered the war at that time and in-
stead of students’ elothes, Charlie
pressed uniforms for the Army. He
remembers the noble young men com-
ing to his shop and waiting around
to have their uniforms pressed while
telling him how anxious they were o
zet to France for real action.

From that time on Charlie became a
pacifist. He says he was so disgusted
with seeing those sterling young men
being trained to be killed in the war
that at times he felt like cloging his
shop, but he saw the war through,
at times working 24 hours without
pause, keeping up with the great quan-
tities of work which continued to
come in.

Students Differ Little

The war ended and regular students
entered the Institute. Charlie says
he can find little difierence between
the students of today and those of
a decade ago. He believes that on
the average they were a bit older
but he finds them all serious, yet good
natured voung men. Before any im-
portant social event he is deluged
with dress suaits and tuxedos all of
which are expected fo he pressed
and ready within a few minutes after
arrival. He remembers especially an
incident several years ago when two
Technology students spent a night in

] Play Directory

STAGE
“Strietly  Dishonorable,”
light comedy by Dreston

Has enjoyed great popularity.

COTLIY:. ““The Ruacket,” a swift, tragic
ptay  of Chicage gunmen and their
ways, with one woman characler among
gangsters, reporters, policemen, an al-
derman and & corrupt district attorncey.

LYRIC: “Dracula,” well-known and de-
servedly popuiar tale of vampires and
ghosts,

PLYMQUTH: ‘“The First Mrs. Fraser,”
a comedy written by St. John FKErvine
about a dult-witted but business-like

_ Scotehman who divorced one wife, mar-
vied a second, and then sought the
Iielp of the {irst in getting rid of the
second.

SHUBERT: “A Wonderful Night,"” a new
version of Johann Strauss’ best known
operetta. ““Die Fledermaus” or " “"The
Bat.” Notable mainly for its music.

TREMONT: *“A Month in the Country,”
a tragic story of a quarrel in a Rus-
sian country house of the middle nine-

COLONIAL:
delight ful
Sturges.

teenth century, with comedy inter-
twined.
WILBUR: ‘‘June Moon,”” well acted and

highly humorous story of Tin Pan Al-
ey, A preduct of Ring Lardner and
George IKaufman,
SCREEN

FENXWAY: *“The Man Who Came Back,”
Charles Farrell and Janet Gaynor in an
ancient story of a wealthy youth who
climbs back Lo respectability from dis-
groce.

WETTH'S “Charlev's .Aunt,” another
perennial farce, with Charles Rupggles
in the extremely funny lead.

KEIMTH-BOSTON: “Golng Wild,”" Joe L.
Brown as a man mistaken for an avia-
tor and forced to live up to his reputa-

tion.

METROPOLITAN: “The Gang-Buster,”
the inimitable Jack Oakie in a story
of an insurance salesman and a gang
of crooks.

OLYMPIA and UPTOWXN: ‘“The Royal
Family of Broadway.” an adaptation
of a play by BEdna Ferber and George
Kaufman concerning amusing incidents
in the .every-day life of a theatrical
family.

REPERTORT:
standing film by
Russian revolution.

“Old and New,” an out-
Eisenstein of the
“The Lady of the
18 On

Lake,” bhascd on Scott's poem,
the same bill. X
STATE: “‘One Heavenly Night,”” Evelyn

Laye does her best in a miserable

tion of University Professors into a

sort of labor union.

story.
ORPHEUM: “Hell's Angels,” spectacular
film of war aviation, not fortunate in

jail, after forgetting to call for their
suits before closing time.

It seems that a few years ago, two
students, who were planning to attend
the Junior Prom, being held in Bos-
ton that evening, brought their tux-
edos to Charlie to be pressed. The
tailor informed them that he was
closing at six o’clock that evening and
that they would have to arrange to
call for their suits before that time.
However, the fact slipped their minds
and that evening at about 7:30 they
went for their clothes and found the
shop shut. The affair took a serious
turn when inguiries about the dorms
failed to reveal Charlie’s home ad-
dress for in an hour and a half the
two students were to meet their es-
corts in the lobby of the hotel where
the dance was being held.

They approached the policeman on
the beat who happened to be pass-
ing the store at that time and told
him their troubles. The policeman
merely suggested that they get in
touch with the owner and have him
come down and open the store. But
that plan had already failed, and the
men were becoming desperate. A few
minuies later the policeman heard
zlags tinkling on the sidewalk, and
rushing to tlie shop he found one
voung man boosting the other through
the transom, the pane of which had
heen shattered.

The trip to the police station fol-
lowed.

“Say, lieutenant, our girls are wait-
ing for us at the dance. Can't you
please let us go?’ they begged.

“I'm sorry to delay you boys, but
vou are charged with attempting to
break and enter into the store. The
bail is $200. You can call up the bail
commissioner if you like, buf accord-
ing to the rules of the station lhouse
vou cannot c¢all anyone else on the

telephone,” replied the sergeant at
the desk.
Placed in Cells
Protesting, they were placed in
cells, and it was not until eleven

o'clock that evening that they were
able to arrange Lhe necessary bail
and continue to the dance. Charlie
could not be reached that night but
the nex{ morning he identified both
bays, verified their story, and the
case was closed.

Many were the nights however, when
Charlie resided in Cambridge, that he
was interrupted at his evening meal to
go down and open the store for some
absent-minded student whose engage-
ment for the evening would be ruined
it he could not get his suit. Now
Charlie lives in Watertown, too far
out for any student to drive and get
him, so that no Ionger do the men
forget to call for their smnits Dbefore
closing time.

Charlie treats everyone as a friend.
He says he likes to do work for stu-
dents hecause they are always hionest
and reliable. In fact so much does he
trust them that occasionally he has
been the loser when someone dis-
honest took advantage of his trust.

Cne fine morning about three vears
ago a tall, elean-cut young man, hav-
ing all the characteristics of a college
student, entered the shop and said he
wanted to have a suit made to order.
He explained that fi1is name was Ham-
ilton and that he lived ir the dormi-
tories in Ware Hall. Charlie took the
measurements for the suit, and the
man called for it a few days later. He
paid for it by check, the tailor, still
believing that the man was a student,
accepted the check in good faith., A
few days later when the check was
returned by the bank, Charlies dis-
covered that he had been made the
victim of a ruse and that there was no
person named Hamilton residing in
Ware.

Charlie has two sons, aged eight
and twelve, whom he hopes to send to
Technology. He came here from Asia
Minor in 1812 and has been engaged
in the tailoring business all his life,
He has served Technology men for
thirteen years and has become very
much attached to the Institute, where,
from his liltle shop across the street,
he sees the human sides of the stu-
dents and quietly forms his own phil-
osophy of college life.

Walton Lunch Co.

420 Tremont Street
629 Washington Stireef
30 Haymarket Sguare
6 Pearl Street
242 Tremont Street
1083 Washington Street
44 Seollay Square
332 Massachusetts Avenue
19 School Street
437 Boylston Street
1980 Boylston Street
34 Bromfield Street
640 Commonweglth Avenue
204 Dartmouth Street
105 Causeway St.

Allston
Commonwealth Avenue

Cambridge
78 Massachusetts Avenue

12156

choice of plot.

€
;§
£
:
8
2
g
B
=
5
E
g
E
£
£
E
g
E
%
;

E
=
]
s
E
E
=
=
£
a
H
£
g

LT UL NTRLIE TR e

RN A RO TR

A e



