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FIDELITY, PLUS OR MINUS?

HE INTERFRATERNITY CONFERENCE, representing a

majority of the fraternities at the Institute, must make a
decision in the near future which will unquestionably make
the attitude of that organization and the fraternities which
it represents toward the prospect of a Walker Memorial
Building better suited to student needs. The possibility of
holding one large dance in February instead of two or three
smaller dances in the spring and fall as in previous years,
raises the question as to the best possible hall in which to
hold such a function. Whether or not Walker Memorial is
selected for this occasion is of vital importance in determin-
ing the value of fraternities to the undergraduate body and
to Technology.

The tendency on the part of Institute students to take
advantage of Walker Memorial’s present conveniences regard-
less of the fact that they may not be quite so satisfactory as
those obtainable elrewhere has been increasing encouragingly
since last spring. It has been impressed upon the major
portion of the student body that the Alumni, upon whom we
depend for financing the project of a new Walker Memorial,
must be satisfied that the present building and its facilities
are used to such an extent as to warrant improvement and
enlargement. It is absurd to. argue that a favorable impres-
sion upon these men may be made by a refusal to use the
building as it stands “because its facilities are inadequate.”
Loyalty, rather than revolt, will gain our end to a much great-
er degree and with much greater rapidity.

The Junior Prom was held last spring and will be held
again this spring in Walker Memorial, bearing out the under-
graduate body’s growing appreciation of this rudimentary
fact. . That the social highlight of the school year is held
in this building should earry sufficient import among the com-
mittees of the lesser social activities to assure a contribution
of support from that source.

The fraternities constitute a vital part of the student body
at ‘the Institute, and it is of utmost importance that they in
no way sever their organized sentiment with the existing
opinion of that body. The combined effort of these uniis o
contribute their share in expressing the desire for a larger
Walker Memorial Building is as necessary as that of any otier
undergraduate unit. The lack of it, or a declaration of op-
position to student opinion, will be more to their discredit
than may be realized. Cooperation cannot be overstressed in
a movement wheie every individual student must contribute
his share in the carrying out of its purpose.

A new Walker Memorial is not in the far distant future,
contrary to concurrent opinion among dissenting bodies. The
repert of the undergraduate committee last spring on the
need for additional facilities in the student building made a
definite impression upon the minds and sympathies of the
Alumni, and a considerable amount of discussion and opinion
in favor of the project is being voiced among the various
groups of former students. Does it behoove us, then, to make
the slightest suggestion of a falling off of student interest
in this project at the vital point in its career?

The Interfraternity Conference will set an example by
its decision upon the guestion, and whether this example
bespeaks either of interest or of disinterest in the idea of a
larger student building, other organizations will doubtless.
folIow it. It is better to sacrifice the des1rab111ty of a better
ﬂo Land ol Surroundings that do not ¥ecall a noisy cafeteria

i charge.

ties lf:sfelf t&mn t;Q defeat the cause forever
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a§c1e1' that Walker Memorial some;day may house these

THE OPEN FORUM

SANDERS TAKES I1SSUE

To the Edtor of THE TECH:

There are editorials in all papers
which are of little value, and that is
expected even of THE TECH, but
when such editorials leave false im-
pressions and ideas in the minds of
their readers, they should more prop-
erly be left out of the paper.

1 refer to the sentiment, and it was
entirely sentiment, printed in the Dec.
17 issue of THE TECH under “Filling
Whiting's Shoes.” I will take up the
statements in particular.

The first is that the authorities at
Tech were looking for someone to re-
piace Mr. Whiting. Before it was
known that this gentleman was going
to retire from his very successful
musical career, it had been pilanned
to cease having him come to Tech as
the money provided for this had been
used up and the interest in his course
of concerts had not been suflicient to
warrant the procurement of another
donation.

The second statement is a direct
charge against the Combined Musicai
Clubs. This suggests that the latter
organization does not fill our needs,
and actually speaks of forming an-
other orchestra! A month or two
agzo, the Musical Clubs looked inlo the
idea of giving such concerts as THE
TECH suggests, and received little
financial encouragement regarding
their success. There is no financial
backing to such a plan, although Room
10-250 would be available free of
This would mean that ihe
Clubs ecould put on a concert with the
possibility of attracting an audience.
Has the attendance at the Whiting
concerts suggested that even a fair
number of men would attend?

Thte Clubs do not flatter themselves
that they couid atiract more music
lovers than Mr. Whiting. Perhaps
they could find some men who wish
to back a student activily—one of
the Institute’s largest wlen counted
by the number of men performing.
This chance also appears slim when
the Official News Organ of M. I. T.
will not give them space on the front
page the night of their Christmas
Concert, which is admiitedly the big-
gest social function of the fall season.

That leaves only the course to take,
giving a dance after the concert. This
ohviously vrequires a hall, such as
Walker, which must be paid for. The
cost of suech an aifair would probhably
exceed a hundred dollars, which the
Clubs with their present limited stu-
dent backing couid not possibly hope
to absorb.

Yes, true. a slight charge might be
made to cover the expense. That was
done at the original Pops Concert,
which was a success. The decline of
interest in this affair, however, soon
made an increase in price necessary,
until it reached a point where the
Pops no longer did what it was in-
tended to do. It has now been aban-
doned in favor of another concert
which may prove more interesting to
Tech men.

The Musical Clubs are stili looking
for a solution to the problem of giv-
ing popular concerts to the students
of Tech, and any constructive sugges-
tions to that end will be more than
welcome. I might add that THE
TECH could be of more service by
trving to improve the support of our
present activities before it attempts
to bring new ones into lhe already
overcrowded social life at M. I. T.

{Signed) Rohert Sanders '31.

EDITOR S NOTE: The aninor of the let-
tor ogitaled alipre s o orror ael wialiee ws o
Phe purvpose of e eddiiocial cn guestion, bnl
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as to its actual subject-matter. In the first
place, no statement was made “that the au-
thorities at Tech were looking for soneonc
to replace Mr. Whiting.”” TWhat the editorial
seid was thai “there has been some fruit-
less discuszion™ on the subjfect. “Among stu-
dents® might have been added, if it had been
thought necessary.

As to the formation of another orchestra,
this suggestion was noet only not presented as

(Goirtinncd on Puage Four}
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Genuine Scoteh Grain Oxfords

These shoes are built of
Martin’s Genuine Import-
ed Scotch Grain (the
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and leather heels.
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you are going to graduate ... orif,
for that matter, you aren’t ... if you

have disappointed someone in love . . . or if
perchance someone has disappointed you . . . if study
has impaired your health or if it hasn't. . . if you've
never seen a whale or if a whale has never seen you
« o » if you've never driven through the Bois at dawn
« « . if you've never tamed the lions at Trafalgar Square
+ « » if your feet hurt orif your back aches. .. or if you're
alive at all , . , it's an STCA passage abroad and back
you need and incidentaily, a stopoverin EUROPE . , .
about $200 Round Trip. .. up-to-the-minute accommo-
dations . . . careful cuisine . . . college orchestras . .. i
lecturers . . . the only modern loan libraries . . . all '
maintained entirely for college people and their friends
. . . more than 5000 college people insisted upon STCA u ‘-“
for their crossing last summer . . . now it'syourtum ...
don't be left on the wrong end of the gangplank see . , .

John Regan

61 Oriole Stireet
or

STUDENT THIRD CABIN
ASSOCIATION
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