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RECOGNITION OF WORTH

S a compliment to the Institute and to the Department of
Biology comes the announcement of the awarding of a
Rhodes’ Scholarship to Morris F. Shaffer ’30., who is at present
continuing his studies at the Institute. The scholarship makes

it possible for My. Shaffer to study at Oxford as a representa-
tive of Massachusetts.

Besides having the distinction of heing one of the four
representatives from the New England States, Mr. Shaffer is
the first graduate of Technology to be so honored. The
award is made on the basis of breadth of interest and general
knowledge as well as specialized interests and scholastic
ability, and the winner is chosen after careful imvestigation
of ability, personality, and the benefits accruing to society
from broadening his educational opportunities.

Graduated last year from the course in Biclogy and Pub-
lic Health, he came back this vear for graduate work and
to take the position of assistant in the instruction of bac-
teriology. He has gained respect and admiration in the De-
partment, and has been an officer of the Sedgwick Biological
Society. While supporting himself he has attended Tech-
nology with the aid of a scholarship, which makes his ae-
complishment a notable one, Technology is forfunate to gain

Tao the Editor of THE TECH:

It was a surprise to see in the
THE TECH issue of December 13 a
Book and Literary supplement. I had
been gathering some comment on the

‘| material for this publication, particu-

larly from the point of view of the
foreign student.

A point that strikes the attention is
tlie undue importance given to foot-
ball, games, and sports. and the dis-
proportionate space allotted to these
activities as if they were the main
jnterest in life. It seems to be a dis-
torted sense of values when we ask
ourselves whether there are other
pursuits of value to occup)y our lei-
sure time and contribute to our hap-
piness. To the foreigner this seems
a kind of craze which is widespread
and general in America, Yet the for-
eigner who stops long encugh is bound
to meet many Americans who have 2
wide variety of leisure interests und
pursnits other than footbhall, even
among college students.

To hurl such a comment would
wgem a rude coup on the part of a for-
eign student, especially when the
comment is unsolicited. tersely and
concisely expressed. It would take
me too far afield to discuss this point
fully. unless its discussion appeals to
the readers of THE TECH.

"Phe appearance of the Literary Sup-
plement gives a balancing effect. Iam
sure that there are fguite a number of
students who have still other lines of
interest. Whether this wilil he kept up
depends not altogether on the re-
sponse of the readers. but tp a large
measure oil the ability of those who
contribute to it

It is true that a publication has to
cater to the demands of the yraders,
to some extent. But the ahility otf the
editors may awaken and develop dor-
mant interests in the readers. In tail-

ment, T will discuss some points in the
“Villz Pliniana.,” which may be of
general interest.

To read between the lines, the ac-
floniinmieed ot Pare Four)
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STEPPING

the distinetion of including a Rhodes Scholar among its
graduates.

FILLING WHITING’S SHOES

HE retirement of Mr. Arthur Whiting from active participa-
tion in public conecert work has been the occasion of great
regret among the half-dozen colleges which used to form
the “circuit” of his tours. There has been some fruitless dis-

cussion in Technology circles concerning the possibility of find-
ing someone who could adequately fill the place of this ac-
complished musician and conductor in presenting an annual
series of concerts.

_ But such men are exceedingly difficult to find: financial
backing is limited and difficult to obtain; and the student
response to concerts in the past has not been such as to offer
much encouragement to musical devotees, or to show an ade-
guate appreciation of the extensive benefits of good chamber
music, in spite of the fact that the conceris were free and open
to the public. It is said that Mr. Whiting’s recitals drew their
best audiences at Harvard. The attendance at Yale was
“fair”. At Technology an audience of 200 was considered ex-
.Eegtionally large. and the usual attendance was from 125 to
50.

One feature which undoubtedly militated against the suc-
cess of the concerts was the fact that they were held at 8:15
in the evening, a time when they were in competition with
all kinds of evening entertainment. Sunday afternoon would
have been more desirable, but circumstances rendered appear-
ances at this time difficult. At any rate, the lack of success
in obtaining appreciative audiences among college men prob-
ably hastened the retirement of Mr. Whiting. "

It is unfortunate that Technology has no organization which
offers anything similar to the entertainment given by the
Whiting concerts. The Combined Musical Clubs make only
three appearances in a year, and two of these are formal and
relatively expensive affairs. It has been suggested that there
may bc an opportunily for a small orchestra to present, pos-
sibly at monthly intervals, informal two-hour programs of
semi-classical musie, to be followed by dancing. But the
difficulty of training and perpetuating such an organization
would be great, even though the audiences might be large
enough to pay expenses and encourage continuation,
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Clipping a second would
save 25,000 hours

A second saved here — an unnecessary
step cut out there — on such close atten-
tion to detail rests the success of modern
industry. Nowhere is this more strikingly
shown than in the telephone business.
In accounting work for instance, an
improved method that clips just one
second from the time required to handle
one toll ticket w;guld have great results.

Applied throughout the System—hand-
ling an average of more than 90,000,000
toll tickets each month—it would effect
a monthly saving of 25,000 hours!

’’ things often are tremen-
dously important in so vast an industry.
That is one reason why men find Bell
System work so fascinating.

The opportunity is therel

BELL SYSTEM

TELEPHONES
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