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TURGID TRANSITION

THAT a new idea in the publishing of a year-book is rare
and much sought-after by most managing boards is an
admitted fact. It is with much interest, therefore, that the
stqdent bo_dy pursues rumors to the effect that Technique
this year is to exceed that of recent years in length and
bre.adt}g._Although such a change has little effeet upon the
desirability of the issue from the artistic standpoint, the
practical considerations against the use of this particular in-
novation are manifold. : :

A college yearbook is more the property of the student
body than any other publication of the institution. It is the
alrr}a;agc, the retrospective catalogue, of the undergraduate
activities during the school year, and that it be uniform, is of
especial importance. There are not a few men at the Institute
who devotedly purchase Technique every one of their four un-
der_graduate vears to provide themselves with a record into
:wh1ch they may delve at some future date with “fond rem-
iniscences.” The publication makes this advantage of a
yearbook one of its strongest selling-points, and certainly has
done its circulation no harm by such means. Is the need of
mJectlo'n_of novelty so great that a book must be published
which will not complete a uniform library, and must lay out
on a table because of its disproportionate size?

Admittedly, the present size of Technique is not standard,
yet this publication long ago created its own standard,
and will do well to follow a tradition of its own making.
It is absurd to consider departing from the present size,
primarily because it has so long been published in its present
form, and secondarily because there seems to be no practical
excuse for increasing the volume’s total displacement. The
Managing Board of Technique might well consider the matter
seriously enough to realize that the student body, while it
will appreciate a ‘“bigger and better’”” Technique, will cer-
tainly one respond encouragingly to one that is merely
“bigger.”

SEVEN USEFUL DOLLARS

AS HAS been its function in past years, the Budget Com-
mittee has published its “Financial Report of the Under-
graduate Activities”, for the school year 1929-1930. The
primary purpose of such a report is to bring to the student
body definite knowledge as to the financial control of these
activities, or more concisely, to show to what ends the §7.00
undergraduate dues obtained from each student is expended.

The fact that these fimancial matters are handled exclusive-
ly by the undergraduates themselves is one which permits a
plaudit. At the majority of colleges and universities in the
United States, the money maftters are left to the Faculty
committees, whose duty is to apportion funds as they see fit,
regardless of general student opinion. The Budget Com-
mittee is made up entirely of undergraduates, and must con-
form to the laws of reasonableness in its functions, subject to
the approval only of the Institute Committee itself.

In consideration of these faects, it is only proper that every
Institute undergraduate should avail himself of a copy of this
veport at the Information Office. The authentic records of the
expenditures and receipts of every sport and activity at Tech-
nology should be a matter of interest to everyone associated
with the school. In addition, the student body must appreciate
that this report outlines the apportionment of the under-
graduate dues.

The Budget Committee, and its Chairman, Robert 8. Backus
’31, is to be congratulated upon its work. Facing a decrease in
the amount available for allotment over the preceding year,
since a smaller student body makes for smaller receipts from
undergraduate dues, the ultimate doling out of funds has
been successfully and satisfactorily managed, with no deficit
to show on ifs own account.

BOOK LIST |

SOCIAL CONTROL OF THE MEN-
TALLY DEFICIENT, by Stanley P.
Davies; Thomas Y. Crowell Com-
pany. $3.00, ;

Up to the Nineteenth Century, the
mental defective was regarded either
as a saint, inspired with the word of
God, or as a devil, “8lled with Satan,”
hut never as an objeet for educational
or medical treatment. It was not un-
til Jean Marc Itard began his experi-
ment with the “Savage of Aveyron” in
17849 that the improvement of mental
defectives was conceive@ possible,
Itard used his sensori-motor method
with such great success at the start
of the experiment that he came to
expect the restoration of the “Sav-
age” to complete normality. It was
not until he ended his experiment that
this was definitely proved impossible.
The chapter of Dr. Davies’ “Bocial
Control of the Mentally Deficient” de-
voted to the methods of Itard and his
follower Seguin aud the recent appli-
cation of their principles to general
education forms the most engaging
reading in the hook,

From the discovery that the feeble
minded are a social and medical prob-
lem, Dr. Davies proceeds to a dis-
cusgsion of their control by such meth-
ods as segregation and sterilization.
Personally Dr. Davies is opposed to
sterilization on the grounds that it
does not reduce the number of men-
tal defectives sufficiently to justify its
practise. His faithh lies rather in seg-
regation, and more especially segre-
gation in the colony. He presents a
mass of personal histories taken from
Dr. Fernald’s work at the Waverley
(Mass.) institution and from Dr.
Bernstein’s colonies at Rome (N. Y.}
to forward his belief. He vrealizes,
however, the practical iimitations of
life segregation, and is a firm sup-
porter of the parole system entailing
occupational employment of the feeble-
minded and socialization through the
medinm of community support.

Two chapters of the book are de-
voted to a presentation of the bulk of
varyving opinion regarding the trans-
missibility of mental defect and the
engenics movement in this country.
Present day doubts present a sharp
contrast to the former eertainty on the
subject of heredity which led scien-
tists to say that “we are dealing with
a condition of mind which is trans-
mitted as regularly and as surely as
color of hair or eyes.” Dr. Davies
leaves thie subject with the statement
that *there is only one thing now of
which we can be certain and that is
of our uncertainty . .. the transmis-
sion of feeblemindedness is neither so
simple nor so predictable nor so
alarming numerically as was formerly
Lelieved.”

If Dr. Davies is to be congratulated
upon anvthing, it is his attempt to do
away with several misconceptions
broadecast by popular writers. The
first of these mistaken notions regards
the fertility of the feeblaminded, They
do noi rveproduce at a much more
rapid rate than normal stocks and
there is no danger that this differen-
tial birth rate will overwhelm civiiiza.
tion. The second popular misconcep-
tion regards the notion that feeble-
mindedness is “mother of crime.”
While Dv. Davies does not deny the
tendeney of the mentally deficient lo
fall into soeial difficulties, he ascribes
it rather to their generally evil en-
vironment rather than to any direct
relationship between a low intelli-
gence guotient and social misbehavior.
He alse aims a blow at the signifi-
cance of intelligence tests by quoting
a few of the results obtained iun the
Army. Sinece almost fifty per cent of
the white men dratted were found to
have mental ages of less than thirteen
vears (which would rate them feeble-
minded), it becomes evident thatl in-
telligence tests in themselves are no
critecion of social adeguacy.

The hook assumnes no previous
kunowledge on the subject and is never
130 deep or too techiuical for the ordi-
nary lavman. It can hardly be called
comprehensive, yet it touches wupon
many subjects and for those who de-
sire more detailed information there
is an extensive bibliography at the
end of every chapter. Dr. Davies’ style
is pleasant and uncobtrusive; and if
we realize psychiatry is decidedly an
infant science and that much of it
ought not to be taken too seriously,
we may well enjoy reading a book of
this nature.

—D. R.
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Boundaries of The United States
Show Many Strange Eccentricities

Lack of Geographical Data
By Treaty Makers Results
In Corrections

(Continued from Page One)

jcal curiosity that a glance at the map
will show no one could have foreseen,
and that would be inexplicable with-
out some knowledge of the steps in
the process by which it was bronght
about.”

Balboa Misnames Pacific
When Balboa first gazed upon the
Pacific Ocean in 1513 he saw it as a
place where the shore line runs heail-
ly east and west and accordingly
called it Mal Del Sur (south sea).
That is why the Virginia charter of
1609 included an area extending west
to the “South Sea.” No one knew how
far away trom the Atlantic the “South
Sea” was and some of the other col-
onjes had the same western limit.
When (he words “southern gentle-
man’’ are mentioned to the average
person he probably vaguely thinks of
tire Mason-Dixon line though just
where that is he is not sure. This
boundary Dbetween Maryland and
Pennsylvania was run by two famous
English mathematicians in 1763-1767.
Their work was stopped by Indians,
but they bad run from the Delaware
River to a point about 30 miles beyond
the northwest corner of Maryland.
Some idea of how aecurately they
worked can be gained from the fact
that when the line was resurveyed 130
vears later, with modern instruments
and methods, the position found dif-
fered by just 180 feet from their posi-
tion. The original stones for the five
mile marks on this line were carved
in England from limestone and are
stil] standing with Lord Baltimore's
coat of arms on the Maryland side,
and the Penn arms on the Pennsyl
vania side.

Boundary Risputed 200 Years

¥For more than 200 years, the east-
west part of the boundary between
Massachusetts and Rhode Island was
a matter of dispute that in some re-
spects was the most remarkable boun-
dary guestion with which this country
has had to deal. Twice the guestion
went to the Supreme Court of the
United States, and in one of these
suits Daniel Webster and Rufus
Choate were employed as counsel
for Massaclhusetts. Choate, to illus-
trate the indefiniteness of certain
boundary lines, said before the Mass-
achusetts Legislature: “The commis-
gsioners might as well lLave decided
that the line between the States was
bounded on the north by a bramble
bush, on the south by a blue jay, on
the west by a hive of bees in swarm-
ing time, and on the east by five hun-
dred foxes witl firebrands tied to their
tails.”

Another question about boundary
lines arose after the purchase from
Russia in 1867 for $7,200,0400 of the
then called “Sewards Folly” described
as good only for polar bears to live
in. The polar bears soon began to
feel crowded however, as the vast
mineral wealth of Alaska was discov-
ered and a rush to develop the coun-
try began. Parts of the boundary were
guestioned by Canadian authorities
and the controversy was settled in
1903 by a tribunal of six comimission-
ers, three trom each country.
Parts of Atlaska Unexplored

Alaska is by far our largest posses-
sion. covering 586,400 sguare miles. A
few isolated sections in the northern
part are at present among the few

unexplored regions on the face of the
earth. 1f this country, together with
the Ateutian Islands, were superim-
posed on the United States in irue
north-south position so as to touch
the Capadian border a short distance
west of the Lake of the Woods, it
would reach the Atlantic Ocean near
the line between Georgia and South
Carolina, cross the Mexican bounda-
ry in southwestern New Mexico, and
touch the Pacific Ocean in Southern
California.

An account of these facts and many
more is given in considerable detail
in the Geclogical Survey Bulletin 217,
entitled “Boundaries, areas, geographi-
cal centers, and altitudes of the Unij-
ted States and the several States
with a brief record of important
changes in their territory and gov-
ernment.” It also includes extracts
from many of the ilreatieg by which
the boundaries were established, a
map showing routes of the principal
explorers from 1501 to 1844 and many
general statistics relating to the Uni-
ted States.

SWITH THE MERICAN _
COLLEGE EDITORS

Contrary to usual belief, fraternities
are slowly fostering a spirit of schol-
astic progress. 'The average movie-
going citizen would be surprised to
learn that instead of existing for
merely social purposes, the better fra-
ternities are attempting to develop
into academic stronghoids.

Evidences of this modern trend is
found in the efforts of fraternities at
Coiby to raise their schelarship. No
Jjonger are activities the sole criterion
to judge a fraternity. A fraternity
musi have at least a fair scholastie
standing to maintain its prestige on
the campus, and to maintain its na-
tional standing among other fraterni-
ties.

There are many methods being em-
ployed to raise fraternity scholar-
ghip, but the best known and most
suceessful are selective rushing and
an organized study hall system with
fraternity tutors. DBoth are prac-
ticed at Colby to some extent, but
seldom with the thoroughness and sys-
tem that the seriousness of the subject
demands.

The merits of selective rushing are
evident. Let a fraternity confine it-
self to the rushing of men well guali-
fied to assume the academic work of
the college, and notice the difference
in the scholastic standing of that fra-
ternity four years hence. There will
also e a correlation between scholar-
ship and campus prestige.

Latelv the practice of fraternity tu-
tors has been introduced. The na-
tional fraternity that pioneered in this
field has raised its scholarship from a
poor position to a relatively high one.
Brothers in the faculty have offered
their services and their respective
courses while active members of the
traternity who are capable also assist.

it is unnecessary to comment on the
value of this work. There is no doubt
that as college men begin to realize
why they ate in college, they will be-
gin to work of their own accord. This
realization often comes too late, and
tire fraternity which employs no meth-
ods to improve and raise its scholar-
ship standing soon finds itsell in a
rut.

—Colby “Echo.”
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