
- -- - - - - .. -7 ----

-
- -

I

I

1

I

i

I

ASSOCIATE BOARD
S. R. Fleming '32 ............... Newvs E ditor
P. it. Robert '32 ................ Sport Editor
A. S. Ellis '32 ............... Features Editor
E. P. Newman '32 ............ Blake-up E ditor
W. H-. Barker '32 ........... Advertising Manager
C. M. Thayer '32 .......... Business Service Algr.
S. L. Johnson '32 . .......... Circulation Manager

Circulation Department
Staff

'M. B. Davis '32 W. W. Laird '3:
E. a'. Poor '32

In Chargle of this issue: Dayton- Hi. Cleewvell ';33

I

I

I

I

I

s N i , | b~~~~~~~~~~~~..i

I

Ies

rs

12
M

2

-

I

o

I

I

I

I

s

-

, I I

3
3

3

I
I

I

I

1

1

I

L 1.

I

I

I

I

. I

I I

I

N: .6

i

I

i i

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT

.. Editorial Board
E,. S. Worden '31 'NV. B3. Schneider '31
O. W. Burtner '31 R. J. Dunlav ey '32

W. N. Currier '31

N EWS A ND S PO RTS
DEPARTM ENTS

N i ght Ed itors

Photographic Staff
P. H. Bonnet '31 S. A. Coons '32

J . H. Coenen ' 33

News Writers
D. H. Clewell '33 W. L. Sheppard '33
P. E. D~avrs '33 C. W. Sweetser '33

Features Writers
J.L. Friedman '32

Sports Writers
A. G. Bownvl '33 Ra. T. Craig '32

Reporters
P. W. Wehmiller '33

I-

Page Two Monday, December 1, 1930

A Record of
Continuous
News Saervc

For 49 Y earts

Official Newsv
MOrgan of the
Undergraduate
of AtI. 11. T.

MANAGI NG BOA RD
G. M. Roddy '311 ............. General Manager
E. B. Hubbard '31 ................. Editor
xL H. Davis '31 ............ Mqanaging Editor
H. J. Truax '31 ............ Business M1aanager

OFFIC:ES OF THE TECH

Walker Memorial. Cambridge, M~a-s.

Niews and Editorial-Room 3. Walker,
Telephone Univ. 70 29

Business-Room 302, Walker,
Telephone Univ. 7415

Printer's Telephone-HA Ncock 8387 - 88

SUBSCRIPTION' PRICE. $2.50 PER YRs

Published every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday during the College year

except during College vacations
Entered as Second Class M~atter at the

Boston Post Office
Member Eastern Intercollegiate

Newspaper Association

R.
IE.

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT

Business Service Department

Staff
T. Hodgdon '33
C. Littmann '33

G. H. Ropes '3.
D. B. Smith '.

Ad vert isi ng Departm en;t

Associate Advertising Manager
W. B. Simonds '32

Staff
K. G. Bell '33 J. G. Ilaye.4 '33
J R. Henshaw '33 A. H. Jewell '33

E. W. Sann ' -;

.

0

0THE PROBLEMATICAL GENIUS
AS IF in compliance with the idea that youth has a right to
A.try new things, the University of Chicago is to give a

five-year trial to a new system of academic training. The sys-
tem is a radical departure in education more in respect to its
proposed application than in principle. The aim, briefly, is to
make over the Chicago institution, its departments, courses
of study and methods of testing student ability. The changes
made will theoretically at least permit graduation or elimina-
tion of students on the basis of actual achievement or the
lack of it, and not under the traditional system that depends
upon the time spent at undergraduate studies nor the number
of "units" attained.

The plan, because of its proposed wholesale adoption, will
be an interesting experiment and one that will be watched
closely by educators throughout the country. It is said that
under the system "A genius may get through in two months,
a brilliant student in a year." This is all very well in theory
oult there are obvious difficulties to be overcome. One of these
immediately projects itself into the spotlight by exclaiming
"How will the genius be discovered in two months?" There,
have been notorious instances in which geniuses were not dis-
covered in the whole period of school and college training.
Dr. Steinmetz, the General Electric man of unlimited salary
was better known in his preparatory and university career for
his socialistic ballyhooing than for any electrical wizardry.
There are other examples-all pointing out that few men
come from college properly labeled and stamped as to the
serial number of the niche they are to fill in the world about
them. The task of the educators under any system, no matter
if it-operates in Chicago or Yokohama, is to determine ability
as well as to develop thinking processes and with them to
modify or accentuate character.

The traditional college system is far from perfect and it is
significant that probably the youngest of the large American
universities should set out, dead into the wind, through an
already turbulent sea of educational endeavors. If it suc-
ceeds, a transformation of college methods in America may be
at hand. However, it is extremely difficult to see howt the
system could be applied to all types of higher education
centers.

UNDERSTANDING THROUGH X AND Y
WNHAT constitutes reality and whati is merely incidental or

.a manifestation of it had been a concern of philosophers
long before science was established on its modern basis and
before philosophy itself could be bolstered by scientific in-
vestigation. It cannot yet be said that an answer has been
found. Sir James Jeans, the British astronomer, said in a
lecture at Cambridge university a few weeks ago, "To speak
in terms of Plato's well known simile, we are still imprisoned
in our cave with our backs to the light, and can only watch
the shadows on the wall." The shadows, if not wholly con-
vincing or satisfying, are enlightening and no doubt en-
couraging. Sir James continues by saying that the shadows
are best understood when they alre considered in a mathe-
matical way and the explanation is offered "in terms of
mathematical concept." He adds:

"4The universe does not appear to wtork, as Mwas art one timle
thought, on animalistic or anthropomorphic lines, nor, as was
recently thought, on mechanical lines; it rather works on purely
mathematical lines. In brief the umiverse appears to have been
designed by a pure mathematician.''

This view of the universe is in close conformity with the
conclusions of other physical scientists, Eddington, Millikan,
of "Airtight compartments separating ether (or matter, which-
and many others. Dr. Millikan notes the gradual breakdown
ever you will) from life and mind." And Eddington holds
that "We are no longer tempted to condemn the spiritual
aspects of our nature as illusory be~cause of their lack of
concreteness."
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LANGROCK FINE CLOTHES . . .
IMPORTED FURNISHINGS .. HATS
ENGLISH LUGGAGE ... SHOES ..
CHRISTMAS GIFTS . .... ATE.. e * -.

Critical clothes-wearers who inl add ition to
their sense of discrimination, enjoy the
experience of saving on their wearables. 
are always pleased to hear of o'ur cash sale.
Thi's i mpo r ta nt ev e nt affords splendid
opportunity to replenish wardrobes at most
substantial disons and patcularly now,
offers the possibility of selecting gift
requirements at great savings. Plentiful
assortments of spring suits, topcoats and
four-piece suits hand-tailored by
LANGROCK, ready to wears oe*Our
own imported cravats, shirts,- robes, half
hose, sweaters, golf hose, pajamas, gift

items, T. A. D. Hiats, shoes hand-lasted by
John W~inter of Scotland . . . . It will be
wise to Plagnyour visit immtediartely wbile
broad selection is assut ed.

HARVARD SrQUARE
1436 MA=>P AVE. CAMBRIDGE

-. OTHER STORES AT

Yable -Princeton - Williams -Brown -Andover -Exeter - Ljawrencevfile
40 Broadway, New York City'


